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Motivation: a discovery of space in Chinese high 
schools content

School is a place for teaching and learning. It is also a place where students 

are more inquiring and studying. It has to be more than just sponging ba-

sic knowledge (Hertzberger, 2008). School building provides more implicit 

denotations and meanings today. It becomes a comprehensive symbol sig-

nalise a social focus of the diversity in communities and add to the self-re-

spect of such communities (Davis, 1986). Since the topic of “from teaching 

to learning” (Barr and Tagg, 1995) becomes a hot paradigm for public peda-

gogy, numerous educators were trying to rediscover and redefine the role 

of the school in last decade. In recent years, there has been an increasing 

interest in the study of educational spaces. The development and explora-

tion of education have heightened the need for qualitative application in 

learning space. Indeed, the latest research in learning space has played a 

significant role in addressing the issue of building a better place for study.

In the recent, the relationship between space and learning has been inves-

tigated extensively in the field of individual-based education and spatial 

-

ment where there is a lot going on and there are choices to be made … this 

is a great deal more than reading, writing and arithmetic and the school 

space much encourage it.” Also, more recent attention has focused on the 

provision of educational contents. An excellent summary of the classifica-

tion of productive learning environments has been provided in the work 

University Teaching in Focus”

sections for design effective learning environments. There are the selec-

tion and organisation of content, learning and teaching strategies, large and 

prior studies have not been able to show convincingly any correlation of 

how learning space are supporting the education of passing the examina-

tion, especially the study within the social context in China.

In a comprehensive literature review of educational pedagogy, Simola 

problem-solved ability learning are the significant signatures in Finnish ed-

ucation. The highlight of psychology-based thinking and problem-solved 

ability learning model require the self-learning space for 
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students, which relies heavily on the flexibility of the physical learning envi-

on the exam-centric education system in which the student demands mem-

orising knowledge for the goal of passing examinations. An excellent sum-

mary of the status of classroom environment in Chinese high schools has 

pile of ten or more books on the desk is a common sight inside Chinese high 

school classrooms, half of which are exercise books, which elucidates the 

has demonstrated the two characteristic spatial features in the classroom of 

Chinese senior high schools. Firstly, a big group of class with a great number 

some key senior high schools, a number of pupils in each class can achieve 

seating, which is the constitutional spatial arrangement for the classroom. 

The recent research has been concerned with the designing and building 

societal variable, such as demographic and economic influences, and some 

-

signing and building of Chinese senior high schools are influenced by Chi-

deciding whether students can successfully enter Chinese universities. It is 

assumed as the common goal and ultimate aim for a majority of Chinese 

senior high school students. It is taken by students at the end of the study 

-

ination, is the modern Chinese version of an examination system 

that has flourished since the days of Imperial China, when the 

only way to social advancement in the civil service system de-

pended on the results of rigorous national examinations … Today, 

-

citement and trepidation engulfing Asian and non-Asian students 

and parents alike as they prepare for a potentially life-changing 
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-

na, which reveals in two aspects in most. Firstly, the same goal. The common 

campus in the similar ways, even there is few difference between teach-

ing method or facilities employment from schools to schools. Secondly, the 

same education and teaching process. The common evaluation standard for 

symbol of Chinese social civilisation. One schoolmaster has described the 

-

ning. The goal of kids to study in primary school is going to the junior high 

school. The goal of study in junior high school is continuing the study in senior 

attended in college. The goal of study in college is obtaining employment and 

lead itself and examination-oriented education system to be the value orien-

tation and realistic goals for Chinese senior high schools. In final, the schools 

-

-

self-expression. In other words, teachers encourage students. The status 

is entirely different in China. If a student intends to offer a new idea, the 

teacher will think the one are inflated and unsteady. In other words, teach-

The strong examination-oriented education system has caused several of neg-

ative influences both for teachers and students in Chinese senior high schools 
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system makes teachers have to teach the students by reading textbooks 

-

all performance. In other words, to teach what will be tested. In this con-

dition, the schools, parents, students consider the score of the test is the 

examination makes the students lose their imaginations and creativities 

-

ented training contributes the amount of weary students with insufficient 

psychological development, restrained personality and self-hatred, as well 

as a general lack of the development of other abilities (Kirkpatrick and 

become a testing field for different architecture styles in this years, most-

-

-

quirement of improving civil quality and national innovation ability makes 

school project become a favourite topic in company with commercial and 

residential units. Numbers of school buildings have been designed and be-

gun to spring up all over in China in western style with easy learning con-

In the present, the re-flourishing process of Chinese society has not only 

made unprecedented requirements for intellectuals but also raised the do-

mestic competition in training and employment, which enhances the tre-

mendous mental and physical stresses of high-school students. Chinese se-

nior high schools, as the transit places from compulsory education to higher 

education within the examination-oriented education system with the vast 

amount of students, have been criticised from domestic sides in present. 

There has been an increasing amount of debate on the examination-orient-

ed system, which argues that how examination-oriented system balanced 

-

tem and frame being perfect have required the educational transition
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from examination-oriented to diverse educational-oriented, which to meet 

the complex demands of intelligence. On the other hand, the senior high 

schools aiming at examination-oriented education have seen a growing 

trend pursued by public and imitated by other schools. In today, the senior 

high schools become the most sensitive and hard place to Chinese youth. 

The space of classroom where the students stay for the most of the day has 

projected the image of Chinese high schools. Indeed, it is a challenge for the 

Chinese senior high schools to balance the students study performance and 

future development. The reality between criticism of examination-oriented 

education system and the ravenous requirement for senior high schools 

with examination-oriented objective may put into question the results of 

what is the value of examination-oriented education.

-

ical perspective but in spatial design approach instead. It is to assess the 

extent of factors utilised in Chinese high schools. The study of Chinese se-

nior high schools in spatial perspective would provide valuable insight into 

the connection between learning spaces and examination-oriented study 

behaviour.

This paper addresses the research questions:

This design research-based thesis is written on spatial assumptions in Chi-

nese senior high schools. It aims to study how spaces and space-related items 

can impact senior high school students’ study behaviours and then contrib-

ute to an ideal academic score for Gaokao, which students are desired. The 

purpose of this study is to clarify the spatial position in Chinese senior high 

schools context, which could contribute a possible explanation to answer the 

question of “how space can influence students’ academic scores?” Moreover, 

the increasing observation in Chinese senior high schools from spatial per-

spective could contribute a clarification to explain why a number of schools 

prefer to emulate the schools in the type of examination-oriented. 

A great deal of previous research into school site analysis has focused on 

several contents, which are school’s mission style, classroom size, cluster 

plan and open space plan, unusual site conditions, access roads, enrolments 

and so on (Cde.ca.gov, 2000). Beside, previous studies of school effective-

ness have revealed the interrelation between school buildings and human 

resource management, which emphasises in instructional leadership, 
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student behaviour, school community relations, pupil personnel and non-in-

structional (Pinckney, 1982).

In this thesis, the analysis of school spaces is divided into two parts, name-

ly spatial section and user section. In spatial section, the research of study 

-

-

ination-oriented study behaviours. In user section, the study of student 

management would reveal how pupils act in the school, for instance, the 

quantitative management of student study and living behaviours.

In order to obtain a close look and perspicuous understanding of current 

status in Chinese senior high schools, then to seek the potential answers 

to the key research question, five study methods are used in the spatial 

research process. They are the case study, field research, linguistics in the 

style of language, semiology, and content analysis. 

Three Chinese senior high schools are chosen for the study cases of field re-

search. As the results of the field research, the vital first-hand information 

resources are gathered. A various of pictures of Chinese senior high schools 

-

cess of field research, which show the current spatial situation of Chinese 

campus. The method of linguistics in the style of language provides a tool 

the deep language meaning of pieces of information. The social semiology 

is used to visualise and expose the inherent implication of spatial elements 

in Chinese social context. The method of content analysis brings a toolkit to 

contrast the common and unique spatial features of data in a quantitative 

manner, and the result leads to the finding and conclusion of the thesis.

Although, the three case studies cannot generalise the entire Chinese se-

nior high schools’ spaces or offering a wholistic view of Chinese senior high 

schools’ education systems. However, the analysis of the Chinese high schools 

from spatial perspective can indicate not only the current situation of Chinese 

senior high school but also clarify a relationship between learning space and 

examination-oriented education. What precious in this study is that the unex-

pected findings are able to contribute a design guideline, which would signify 

the components for the learning spaces, as well as to provide a clearly under-

standing and reference on the topic of learning space for the future study.
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Research method

There are five study methods used in the research process for seeking the 

potential answer to the key research question. In order to obtain a close look 

and perspicuous understanding of current status in Chinese high schools, 

then to access the design research process for the qualitative results, the 

method of case study, field research, linguistics in the style of language, 

social semiology, and content analysis are elected to analyse the Chinese 

senior high schools the spatial perspective. 

The method of the case study is used to explore the relationship between 

space and learning activities in Chinese senior high schools. Previous re-

search has established a notion that case study is an ideal method to col-

multiple-case study is used for evaluating and investigating the scholastic 

considered more compelling, and the overall study is therefore regarded as 

The method of field research, interview and picture recording are used to 

collect the veridical data from the field research. According to Blackstone 

-

cessed first-hand data collected from the field research process can indi-

cate not only the realities of the field but also provide a direct observe 

opportunity to reveal the facts of which may not be immediately aware but 

with the strong connection with the research topic. Besides, the significant 

signature of field research provides an opportunity for the researcher to 

process the study in organisational culture, which focuses on issues like 

The method of linguistics analysis in the style of language is used to anal-

yse the narrative elements of the slogans. In here, slogans are translated 

from Chinese to English, and then the integration of the discourse on text-

based materials would uncover the common access and structure of slo-

gans. In previous studies on structural linguistics, different variables have 

been found related to six functions (Jakobson, 1960, cited in Sebeok, 1960). 

As argued by Jakobson, functions of language include the emotive func-

tion, the conative function, the referential function, the poetic function, the 

phatic function and the metalingual function. The employment of linguistics 

analysis in this study provides not only a profound understanding of the
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slogans in use but also indicates the similarities among different slogans.

The method of semiology is used to study the further description and 

signification of the symbols that summarised from visual analysis and 

linguistics analysis process. As Rose (2001, 69) notes that the feature of 

semiological analysis, “its prominence is due in part to the fact that se-

miology confronts the question of how images make meanings head on.” 

The employment of semiotics analysis reveals the significant meaning of 

image that implemented in the complex virtual environment. Then, an 

overall subsurface comprehension for school elements using could be as-

sumed.

The method of content analysis is used to create a comparison framework 

for analysis. It can not only distinguish the independent spatial features 

but also provide a context to measure the spatial similarities. One well-

known study that is often cited in research on content analysis is that of 

Rose (2001), who found content analysis is a research method in analys-

ing visual images that were originally developed to interpret written and 

spoken texts. Rose (2001, 67) claims that “content analysis focuses on the 

image itself. But there are the two other sites at which an image’s mean-

ings are made: the site of its production, and the site of its audiencing.” 

The assumption of common dimensional characters summarised by the 

contrast analysis and quantitative analysis process provides the crucial 

evidence to answer the initial research question.

Considering to obtain a close look and a perspicuous background, as well 

as to receive the enough objective survey data for the analysis, the method 

of field research is adopted in this study. The case study samples for field 

research are chosen with three standards. Firstly, to select the senior high 

schools in mainland China. The large student population in Chinese senior 

high schools would offer a quantitative study background for this research. 

Secondly, to select the schools in general type that are opened to the civil-

ian students rather than experimental schools or elite schools service for 

the minorities. The study for the general type of schools is able to expose 

the full expression of the Chinese senior high schools. Thirdly, to select 

the examination-oriented schools with a famous reputation. The empiri-

cal study for the famous examination-oriented schools would provide an 

amount of qualitative data for the following analysis.

Selection of field research
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Following the case study chosen standards as described in the previous 

paragraph, the field research focuses on three Chinese senior high schools. 

They are Hengshui High School, Maotanchang High School and Shijiazhuang 

Jingying Middle School. 

Hengshui High School of Hebei (simply as Hengshui High School or HS High 

School, which is located in Hengshui city, Hebei province, China) is one of 

the most prestigious public senior high school in China, which presents one 

type of senior high school with adequate educational resources. it aims to 

balance the position of examination-oriented education and all-round stu-

dent development. In recent years, there has been an increasing amount of 

critical reports against Hengshui High School. The individual student’s man-

agement and study-related activity implemented by the school leads a se-

rious student executive ability for study, which has contributed an amount 

of pupils with excellent academic scores. The phenomenon of high college 

admission rate provided for the outstanding academic students has well 

accepted by the public, then named as “Hengshui Mode”. However, the mis-

understanding to “Hengshui Mode” of the strict set of student regulations 

have widespread in other schools, which put the Hengshui High School at 

the forefront of the mass criticism.

Maotanchang High School (simply as MTC High School, which is located in 

Maotanchang town, Lu’an city, Anhui province, China) is one of the most 

famous semi-public and semi-private senior high school in China. It pres-

ents a unique examination-oriented school with a huge number of students. 

Comparing with the other schools with three grade levels, Maotanchang 

High School contents four grades, which included in three general grades 

for senior high students and one extra grade for re-attending students to 

whom failed the Gaokao in the last year. In the year of 2015, there are over 

20,000 pupils study in Maotanchang High School. As the consequence of 

the rigorous rules of pupils and a huge number of the students, as well as 

the high college admission rate, Maotanchang High School has been known 

as the notorious reputation of “The biggest Gaokao factory in Asia”. In the 

recent years, more and more people attract by the school’s high college 

admission rate, which makes a number of pupils and accompanied parents 

migrate in Maotanchang town for study. The migration produces the popu-

lation growth of the town, which cause the floating population four times 

as much as the local community. A large number of people boosts local 

economy for the school’s scale.

Shijiazhuang Jingying Middle School (simply as Jingying Middle School or 
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JY Middle Schools, which is located in Shijiazhuang city, Hebei province, 

China) is one of the most successful private senior high school in China. It 

presents one type of senior high school that imitated and benefited from 

“Hengshui Mode”. To recruit the principal from Hengshui High School and 

follow the example of “Hengshui Mode” have brought a new hope to Jingy-

ing Middle Schools. The imitation of “Hengshui Mode” contributes a signif-

icant improvement of college admission rate for school. This has not only 

saved the school from collapsing but also built it as one of the most suc-

cessful senior high school in China.

In order to receive an official authorised permission for the field research from 

three Chinese senior high schools, the author has contacted the three schools 

by email and phone-call separately. Unfortunately, none of the schools have 

given any answers. The author assumes the three reasons for no feedback: 

Firstly, the strict set of rules and regulations from three schools have forbid-

den any independent people’s entry into the campus. Secondly, the critical 

reports of examination-oriented education for schools have produced the neg-

ative impact. To avoid the aggravation of the situation, the visiting that related 

to the examination-oriented education is balked. Thirdly, the author’s inde-

pendent research position is powerless when to meet the school’s executive 

levels. In order to continue the study, the author has applied the family social 

relationship to re-connect three Chinese senior high schools. Besides, the as-

sumed field research schedules were planned, which have arranged six days 

for Hengshui High School, eight days for Maotanchang High School and seven 

days for Jingying Middle School.

The interview that is related to this study is also organized in the preparatory 

stage. For the interview, the author has met teachers and students separately. 

The author interviewed one headteacher and one English teacher from grade 

three to senior high school level. The advantage of meeting with the head-

teacher is that the teaching experience and personal recognition of headteach-

er can indicate teacher’s position in the school environment. The benefit of 

meeting with the English teacher is he/she is able to complete the interview 

by a language of English, which provide an immediately understandable ref-

erence for the English-language-based study. The author has also questioned 

the students in pairs without teacher’s observation. To meet the students in 

pairs without teacher’s supervision provides an relaxing and discussible atmo-

sphere for interviewees to comment without misgivings. 

Preparation of field research



17

Moreover, the questions for the interview are arranged in the stage of 

preparation. The questionnaires have divided into two sections for teach-

ers and students, aiming to ask the questions that around the topic of the 

relationship between space and academic scores for both faculty and pupils 

but in the different approaches. For the teacher section, the questions have 

been designed to emphasize the spatial relationship in knowledge teaching 

and student management from teacher’s perspective. For instance, Which 

part of students in classroom draw you attention most? Is there any regula-

tion for student’s appearance? For the student section, the questions have 

been designed to focus on the spatial relationship in learning performance 

and cognition construction from student’s perspective. For instance, Where 

the good mark students seats are? What is your favorite inspiring slogan 

in school? Besides, there is few questions cross in both teacher section and 

student section. For instance, Are you satisfied with the classroom? 

The field research has processed from 22.11 2015 to 09.12.2015. The trip 

mileage covers seven cities and six provinces of China with 2846.5 kilome-

ters in total.

With over one month communication with Hengshui High School for the re-

search explanation and trust-building, Hengshui High School has accepted 

the field research request on 20.11.2015. Because of the intensive learning 

and teaching schedules for students and teachers, as well as the strict disci-

plines of school, Hengshui High School has asked the author to finish all the 

works in one day, which arrange on 23.11.2015. The school images were re-

corded in the morning, and the interviews were processed in the afternoon. 

According to the research preview the author presented, Hengshui High 

School has arranged one headteacher and one English teacher from grade 

three to support the teachers interviews, along with the six students in 

three groups from grade three for the students interviews. All of the inter-

viewees have been asked to prepare the meetings in advance based on the 

research and interview preview the author presented. The field research 

process in Hengshui High School has been accompanied and observed by 

one teacher from school-side, who have assisted and interposed the re-

search process.

After the first field research finished, the author has spent one day to travel 

to Maotanchang town for the second study on 25.11.2015. The usage of social

Process of field research
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relationship has provided an opportunity to author to meet the princi-

pal of Maotanchang High School in the evening on 25.11.2015. Unfortu-

nately, after the long-time working for research purpose explanation, 

the field research request was rejected by the dean officially in still. 

However, a friend of the author who graduated from Maotanchang High 

School has offered help personally. The friend of the author contacted 

his previous headteacher and expressed a request for assistance in the 

afternoon of 26.11.2015. After the brief introduction, the headteacher 

has agreed to provide help. With the accompany of the headteacher, 

the author has entered the campus of Maotanchang High School ulti-

mately. Considering to avoid the joint responsibility for headteacher, 

as well as the condition of it is impossible to get into the school again 

without the headteacher’s assistance, the author have decided to select 

the analysis data as fast and much as possible at once. Therefore, the 

field research inside the Maotanchang High School was finished within 

two hours in a rush.

The field research for Jingying Middle School meets the similar ex-

perience of Hengshui High School. After usage of social relationship 

and three weeks communication with Jingying Middle School, Jingy-

ing Middle School has accepted my interview request on 03.12.2015. 

According to the visiting rules of the school, the campus is opened for 

visitors in every Friday morning from 9:00 to 12:00. In this condition, 

the spatial image acquisition and interview section have been divided 

into two half days in two weeks separately. Spatial image acquisition 

and interview for students section have set on 04.12.2015, and inter-

view for teacher section has been set on 09.12.2015. Because of the 

intensive learning and teaching schedule for students and teachers in 

grade three level of Jingying Middle School, the author was not allowed 

to meet the students and teachers in grade three. Instead, the teacher 

who is working in the office of academic affairs from Jingying Middle 

School has arranged ten students and one teacher from grade two to 

participate in the interview. For the student section, ten student In-

terviewees have been asked to take part in the conversation with one 

group which under a teacher’s observation. Thus, the effect of mutu-

al interaction from different Interviewee should be considered in the 

evaluation. For the teacher section, one administrative teacher who is 

not working in student teaching but rather student management has 

been asked to participate in the interview. Students and teacher hav-

en’t checked the research and interview preview the author presented 

before.
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As the results of the field research, 1745 pictures and 15 videos have been 

recorded from three Chinese senior high schools, along with 4 interview 

reports that collected from two Chinese senior high schools.

The images that related to space and examination-oriented education 

system have been recorded in the process of field research. The types of 

pictures can be divided into several sections. For instance, inner of the 

classroom, outer of the classroom, corridor, staircase, cafeteria, dormitory, 

security unit, slogan, poster, campus sculpture, telephone kiosk, etc.

The scenes that related to the learning and living behaviour in space have 

filmed in the process of field research. For instance, the video of the group 

running in Jingying Middle School. Besides, the interview processes have 

been gathered by video, which has divided into two parts. The first part 

records the interviews of Hengshui High School, which separate into two 

sections for two teachers and three sections for six students in pairs. The 

second part records the meetings of Jingying Middle School, which was di-

vided between the student section and teacher section.

Collected data information

Thesis outline

The thesis is consists of five distinct sections, which are the introduction, 

theoretical background, empirical study, finding, conclusion and discussion.

The introduction is the first chapter of the thesis. In the first place, the 

research question and research motivation are given. They constitute the 

description of investigation background, research purpose and potential 

looking achievements from research. In the second place, the chosen stan-

dard for field research and the brief introduction of three case for field 

research are provided, along with the field research process as follow. In 

the last, five types of research methods for this study are introduced. The 

introduction of research methods discourses the purpose and essentiality 

of the employment for the research.

The theoretical background is the second chapter of the thesis, it begins by lay-

ing out the theoretical dimensions of the research. In the first place, the research
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-

-

duced. The naked images reveal the present position of Chinese senior high 

schools. In the second place, the introduction of function of language is pro-

vided, which defines six different linguistic contents. In the last place, the 

theory of semiotics approach in spatial design is introduced. The standard 

of semiotics and spatial design shows that there is a semiotics approach 

could take space as rhetoric for communication.

Empirical Study is the third chapter of the thesis, which is the chapter for 

data analysis. In the first place, the segment of analysis for study cases in 

Chinese high schools is stressed once again to clarify the study background. 

In the second place, the most characteristics and specific features in three 

cases are restated. The clarification of the common features in three cases 

and unique features of each case from spatial aspects constructs a fun-

damental order of data. These can provide a framework for the follow-

ing analysis. In the third place, the analysis of the characteristic features 

of three cases is processed, which is divided into two parts, including the 

analysis of spatial perspective and the analysis of user perspective. For the 

analysis of spatial perspective, the elaboration assesses the significance of 

cases from three spatial aspects, which are study space, living space and 

public space. For the analysis of user perspective, the analysis approaches 

from user’s appearance and identity perspective to elaborate an overview 

feature of teachers and students. In the fourth place, the empirical analysis 

reviews the distinctive characteristics of each case. At the last, the inter-

view reports collected from field research are analysed. The analysis of 

interview in detailed information reveals not only the spatial application 

status of three cases but also declare the user opinions for spaces.

Finding is the fourth chapter of the thesis, which is the chapter before the 

final research conclusion in chapter five. The aim of this chapter is to inter-

pret the considerations of the statement of result and the summary of the 

significant finding based on the data analysed in chapter three. First of all, 

the result of the analysis of spatial perspective from the empirical analysis 

presents that there are several typical properties of space in three study 

cases. The correlative analysis of three cases by the qualitative and quan-

titative methodological approach provides a list of the commonly present-

ed items in three cases. Secondly, the results of the analysis of user per-

spective analysis display there are various of general features in people’s 

appearance and identity in three study cases. Thirdly, the outcome of the
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social semiology study reveals a standard for spatial elements application 

in school space. The standard explains the reason that some of the items 

belonged to the universal characteristics and appeared more frequently 

than others on the sites.

Conclusion and discussion is the five chapter of the thesis, which is the last 

chapter of this thesis not only brings together the major section contained 

in the writing and gives the final comment and argument on this but also 

analyses the data gathered and addresses each of the research questions in 

turn. This section also provides an extra design guideline. In the first place, 

the purpose of this thesis and research is restated, which is a study set 

out to detect the relationship between space and learning in Chinese high 

schools through design perspective. In the second place, the result of the 

investigation in chapter four shows there are two of the most significant 

findings in three Chinese high schools, which summarise in “study cognition 

constructions” and “learning time management”.  In the third place, an as-

sumed design guidelines summarised by the empirical study is introduced. 

It functions as a reference for further studies regarding in space for learn-

ing or examination-oriented purpose. In the fourth place, the research sig-

nificance is identified. The empirical findings of this study provide a deeper 

insight into Chinese high schools from the spatial perspective, also the sum-

maries of “study cognition constructions” and “learning time management” 

identified by the study provide a comprehensive understanding of the role 

of space in the learning environment. However, the current study has only 

considered the context of three cases. These results may not apply to all 

types of Chinese high schools.
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General in Chinese “Gaokao”

the establishment of P.R. China, which with the high demand for talented 

-

the process for higher institution admission begins. 

China has the second largest group of senior high school students in the 

world. According to the data of the number of students in regular senior 

high schools in the year of 2014 from MoE, there were 42.18 million senior 

high school students. Out of these, 24 million students, namely 56.9% of all 

Chinese high school students are distributed in regular senior high schools. 

In the year of 2014, the number of individuals attended Gaokao was 9.39 

million. For a big picture, from the year of 2005 to 2014, there were annual 

over 24 million students studying in the regular high schools, which with 

the average yearly 9.95 millions characters presented Gaokao (Liu, 2015). 

Although the admission rates for higher education institutions have kept 

increasing in last decade, from 57% in 2005 to 74.3% in 2014, attending and 

passing Gaokao still is a major way for the Chinese students to enter the 

college. The pressure of an enormous number of examinees makes ‘score 

means everything’ spreads like an epidemic in students and senior high 

schools.

For Chinese students, being educated and graduated in college means not 

only obtain an opportunity to study professional knowledge in university 

but also provide the bigger chance for the future employment and further 

development. Particularly, for the students from remote areas in poor fam-

ilies, passing Gaokao then being accepted by the higher education institu-

A race with a large number of examinees
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tions is the only option and way out, which could drive the bigger probabil-

ity for them to change the current unsecured living conditions.

In addition, the attitude of students for Gaokao and overall social impact 

caused by Chinese imperial examination system is significant. In a study 

conducted by Huang, Andrulis and Tong (1994), it was shown that:

“First, to some extent, the Imperial Examination System broke the 

hereditary system of patriarchal society in China. It provided a 

competitive opportunity to more people, because it not only stim-

ulated people to change their conditions through their effort and 

study, but also, in a sense, made the idea of appointing people on 

their merits a reality, providing a rich source of talent to the state. 

Not only did the Imperial Examination System break the hered-

itary system, it also offered a method of reference that could be 

used for the development of civilisation throughout the world.

Second, the Imperial Examination System attracted many talented 

individuals to the official careers. To every aspiring man, the ideal 

role in Chinese civilisation was that of an official. Business-people 

were looked down on, since an official could get what he wanted. 

As a result, the values and attention of the whole society were 

linked to the official career. In brief, the idea of the official career 

resulted in a merging of value systems, role behaviours, and mor-

al norms by comparison. Under a capitalist society, money and 

the official career can be separated, but under a feudal society, 

am official could have anything he wanted, especially money. Be-

coming an official was the supreme goal of the Chinese.” 

(Huang, Andrulis and Tong, 1994)

In China, the most of higher education institutions have been classified into 

two types, which are undergraduate college (four years study) with the 

bachelor degree and senior vocational college (three years study) with the 

technical or mechanical degree. Out of these, the undergraduate college and 

senior vocational college have been divided into five classes by education-

al sources and academic abilities. They include three batches in undergrad-

uate college and two batches in senior vocational college.

A race for key universities
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Besides, the higher education institutions have been separated in public 

and independent (or private) institutions. For the public side, the public 

universities and public colleges are controlled and funded by Ministry of 

Education or local government directly, which included the “211 Project” 

and “985 Project” schools such as Tsinghua University, Peking University, 

and Tongji University, etc. The government investments for these public 

institutions with “211 Project” and “985 Project” are much higher than other 

higher education institutions (Wang, 2009). In addition to that, the tuition 

fee in public institutions are much cheaper than private institutions. For 

the private side, the most of independent colleges and private colleges are 

aimed at the education business rather the academic study. Gradually, the 

independent and private colleges are excluded by public and have been 

labelled with the notorious name of “degree-granting institution”. The most 

obvious argument for private colleges and independent colleges reveals on 

the diploma quality and job-hunting. Every year, a number of applicants 

with the private institution diplomas are rejected by employers, which with 

the distinct discrimination of “do not accept the application in private di-

ploma”.

“The high fee levels charged at independent colleges - at least dou-

ble the level of public universities and colleges -  make indepen-

dent colleges an expensive option. The lower overall prestige of 

these institutions compared to their less expensive parent public 

institutions cannot justify the high level of tuitions.” 

(Hsieh, 2013, 29)

According to the data of the number of higher education institutions in the 

year of 2014 from MoE, there are 2824 high education institutes in China, 

which includes 1202 regular HEIs offering degree programs. Out of these, 

126 HEIs or 4.5% are controlled by central ministries or agencies directly 

(Niu, 2015). The low rate (4.5%) of regular HEIs under central control drives 

the awareness of shortage for the public universities and elite education 

sources. This causes an enrolment competition for elite universities for se-

nior high school students.

Considering the fact of the predominant study platforms and educational 

resources, as well as the competitive diploma for job hunting, the public 

universities in the first batch (often translate key universities) become the 

common targets for senior high school students. The competition for limit-

ed space of key universities leads a race of “thousand of soldiers and thou-

sands of horse across a single log bridge” (Sherman, 2012).
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Gaokao is the examination system that is using the score to measure stu-

dent’s academic and overall performance. The full marks of Gaokao are 750, 

which divided into four subjects tests. The four subject are distributed in 

mathematics with 150 scores, literature with 150 scores, foreign language 

with 150 score and natural science or social science with 300 scores in total. 

In most provinces, besides of the subjects study in mathematics, litera-

ture and English, the second grade students in senior high schools need to 

choose the study direction between natural science and social science. The 

subjects of natural science consist of physics, chemistry and biology. The 

subjects of social science consist of politics, history and geography. After 

selected one study track, the students do not need to consider and learn the 

subjects in another track. Students in different tracks take different classes 

and different Gaokao test subjects (Hsieh, 2013).

In general, the examination result of Gaokao score is a primary standard for 

higher education institutions enrolment. Also, a slice of higher education 

institutions implement different enrolment scores with various measures 

to meet the issue of educational resource inequality in China. For example, 

the enrolment scores for Tsinghua University to Hebei province in the year 

of 2014 were 702 scores for natural science student and 663 scores for so-

cial science students. The enrolment scores of Tsinghua University to Anhui 

province in the year of 2014 were 646 scores for natural science student 

and 621 scores for social science students (Tsinghua Admissions, 2015).

Table 2.1 indicates that four institutions had different distributions of Ga-

okao scores. According to the table, 99.1% of natural science students and 

100% of social science students admit to the public university with Gaokao 

score of over 500. For public college, there are 76% of natural science stu-

dents and 65.3% of social science students have been enroled with the score 

of 500 or higher. In opposite, independent college and private college have 

few occupancy for the score of over 500. To take the independent college 

as an example, only 4.9% of natural science students reach the score from 

500 to 549. Besides, none of the social science students arrives the cut-off 

score line of 500 or higher. The table describes that the higher public insti-

tutions service the students with higher Gaokao score, independent college 

and private college mainly admit the students who reach the cut-off line for 

admission to higher public institutions (Hsieh, 2013).

Gaokao scores
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Table 2.1 Survey respondents’ Gaokao Scores, by Gaokao track and institution (Hsieh, 2013, 38).

At present, Gaokao is still a major pathway to the higher education intu-

itions for most of the Chinese public students. Accordingly, the priority for 

the majority of Chinese senior high schools is to produce the students that 

are good at taking the examinations. The school types of training exam-

ination driven students based on Gaokao and aiming to higher acceptance 

rates of colleges are being more and more popular. Meanwhile, a multitude 

of senior high schools are starting to seek an efficient way to improve stu-

dents academic scores. Those schools with high college admission rate be-

come the objects for envied and imitate.

Teachers in the regular senior high schools are assigned with several po-

sitions. Some teachers focus on academic teachings, which aim to provide 

more knowledge and examination preparation for students to pass Gaokao. 

Some teachers concentrate on the whole class scores management, which 

seeks the adjustment of students academic performance. Some teachers 

focus on academic and test research, which aims to provide the teaching ef-

ficiency and examination pass rate. Some teachers concentrate on student 

disciplines, which seeks to supervise and correct students’ unlearning-re-

lated behaviours. Some teachers focus on students after class affairs, which 

aims to deal with the students’ issues in leisure time, etc.

Chinese senior high schools under Gaokao
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Hsieh (2013) claims that the different result of Gaokao score from students 

are able to reveal the diversity of educational resources and instructional 

modes for senior high schools. For instance, in the year of 2014, there were 

61 students from Hengshui High School have been accepted by Tsinghua 

University (Hengshui High School of Hebei, 2014), which accounts for 1.8% 

of the total 3372 students admissions of Tsinghua University in the year 

of 2014 (Tsinghua Admissions, 2014). Considering the number of Chinese 

regular senior high schools is 13,253 in the year of 2014 (Zhang, 2015), one 

school with 1.8% enrolment rate is remarkable.

The widely acknowledged social contribution of Gaokao and the state for 

college diploma makes Gaokao as the only way to social advancement in 

the civil service system dependeding on the results of rigorous national 

examinations. Gradually, passing Gaokao and being accepted in a college 

become the main aim for Chinese high school students. The aiming of pass-

ing examinations has contributed the study routine of home-school-home 

(Kristofk, 2011, cited in Zang, 2011) and it becomes the general schedule for 

most of Chinese high school students. 

“School begins at 7:00 am with morning reading class followed by 

a 10-minute break every 45 minutes until noon. Next, afternoon 

classes begin at 14:30 pm and continue to 18:00 pm. Excluding the 

morning reading class, Chinese students have eight classes each 

school day. On average, each class has 3 or 4 tests per subject, 

allowing for few, if any, extracurricular activities or hobbies on 

account of the high volume of daily homework assignments.”

(Kirkpatrick and Zang, 2011, 37)

For the students in the schools based on examination-oriented education 

with closed-off disciplines, they have to adapt to the much tense studying 

and living environments. The rule of closed-off management from school side 

requires students to study and live inside the campus that is isolated from 

social lives and outside families. On one hand, the closed-off or semi-mili-

tary environment in school not only provides a collective learning space for 

students to refrain from the interruption of un-study affairs but also reduces 

the travel time for students from home to school that offer more times for 

study. On the other hand, the pressure of Gaokao and stress schedule for 

students without leisure activities lead to the expense of students losing

Chinese senior high school students under Gaokao
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their imaginations and creativities (Schmitz, 2011). Comparing the routine 

of home-school-home, the students in the schools with closed-off cam-

pus policy participate their daily life with a routine of dormitory-class-

room-dormitory.

Because of the inequality in the allocation of educational resources, many 

provinces design and implement their examinations by themselves. the test 

contents and evaluation standard vary between provinces (Hsieh, 2013). 

Along with the Gaokao preferential policy for local residences, Gaokao mi-

grant (often translate NCEE migrant or National College Entrance Examina-

tion migrant) becomes a shortcut for a multitude of students and candidate 

families to pursue. The evidence of Gaokao preferential policy can be clear-

ly seen in the case of the difference enrolment scores for Tsinghua Univer-

sity between Beijing City and Hebei province. According to the data in the 

year of 2014, there were 197 Beijing students planned to enroll at Tsinghua 

University with Gaokao scores of 682 in natural science track. On the con-

trary, there were merely 58 students from Hebei province planned to enter 

at Tsinghua University with Gaokao scores of 702 in natural science track 

(Tsinghua Admissions, 2015). Along with the different population base be-

tween Beijing (11.5 million) and Hebei province (72.9 million), the distinct 

advantage of Gaokao from place to place are exposed.

The standards of Gaokao and household registration system require that 

the examination candidates have to attend the Gaokao in the place of regis-

tration. However, because of the tremendous enrolment score advantage of 

Gaokao preferential policy in local residence, a host of students and candi-

date families intend to immigrate to another city where they are not famil-

iar. As the consequence of Gaokao migrant, the students or entire families 

have to meet the unfamiliar surroundings, which lead the non-countable 

pressures for examination candidates or families from both financial and 

psychological dimensions.

For those families without immigration abilities, sending the students to a reg-

ular senior high school with an excellent reputation and high college admission 

rate becomes an alternative choice. This can be seen in the case of the Maotan-

chang High School. Maotanchang High School has over 20,000 students who 

come from all different places of China. They include the students from Hu-

nan province (650 kilometres away), Hebei Province (915 kilometres away), 

Preparation for Gaokao, Gaokao migrant and study accompany
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Sichuan Province (1425 kilometre away) and so on. Besides, the phenome-

non of study accompanied parents that assist students daily life are common 

to see in Mantanchang High School. Berg (2014,  123) has been suggested 

that middle school students with age under adolescence are in the period of 

change for group communities and social relations, where inclusion exists 

parallel to isolation and bullying.

Parents choose to be study companions have two significant benefits. On 

one hand, for un-local students, studying under the supervisions from both 

school teachers and relatives can help them to focus on learning. On the 

other hand, full-time study accompany provides an opportunity for parents 

to take care of students’ daily life, cooking and laundering for instance. 

The houseworks undertaken by parents provides more time for students 

to concentrate on passing examinations. However, there are two side ef-

fects of study companion. Firstly, the full-time study accompanies request 

the parents to leave their works and private lives. Along with the daily 

consumptions for study accompanies, parents have to meet the issue of 

economic burden. Secondly, the enormous sacrifices of parents bring enor-

mous psychological pressures for students, which makes students hard to 

value and accept the failure of Gaokao.

Six Functions of Language

One of the most cited studies about the issues of verbal structure is that 

was restricted to these three functions, which are the emotive function, 

functions of language, which are the poetic function, phatic function and 

metalingual function. Along with the traditional model of three function, 

-

tions of language.
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Emotive function, also called emotional or expressive function, is the func-

tion that concentrated on the addresser. It aims to express the attitude of 

speaker that he or she is talking about. Besides, the identity of speaker im-

pacts the emotive impression, which the personal emotion and social status 

are belongs to the parts of message (Jakobson, 1960, cited in Sebeok, 1960). 

A good example of emotive function in language can be described in one 

sentence of “Ahhh! Ahhh!”

Conative function is the function that focused on addressee. It appears in 

imperative sentences usually. In the view of Jakobson (1960, cited in Se-

beok, 1960), the conative sentences toward the orientation clearly, which 

concentrates on the impacts and outcomes of expression. Jakobson also 

emphasises the crucial position of conative function, which is with the same 

status of emotive function that concentrated on the addresser. In here, the 

expression is not one-way communication of speaker but leads the interac-

tion between speaker and listener mutually. Therefore, to avoid the reduc-

ing of communication quality, the content and method of expression from 

speaker should fit the listener’s requirement. A good example of conative 

function in language can be described in one sentence of “Drink the water!”

Emotive function

Conative function

Context

Referential function

Message

Poetic function Addressee

Conative function

Addresser

Emotive function
Contact

Phatic function

Code

Metalingual function

Figure 2.2 Six functions of language (Jakobson 1960, cited in Sebeok, 1960, p353-357).
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Referential function is the function that focused on the specific context of 

impression. Any symbol, text and communication will point to one specific 

direction, otherwise, the conversation is not proceeding. In here, the di-

rection can be understood by the concept of background knowledge and 

information of conversation, which provides the scene and environment of 

context to audience. Without reading the background context, the listener 

will not understand what the speaker are talking about. A good example of 

referential function in language can be described in one sentence of “The 

sun rises in the morning”, which reveals that the rising object in the morn-

ing is the sun but not the others.

Referential function

Poetic function is the function that concentrated on the message itself, 

which directs to the verbal information and expressive information. The 

study by Jakobson (1960, cited in Sebeok, 1960) claims the condition of 

poetical feature appearance, which indicates that the emphasis of commu-

nication and language itself will motivate the expression of poetic function. 

A good example of poetic function in language can be described in one 

sentence of “The oldest-newest day is the newest alone, the oldest-newest 

night does not creak by.” (Jakobson, 1960, cited in Sebeok, 1960, 377)

Phatic function is the function that focused on the contact, which provides 

a medium between speaker and listener. Jakobson (1960, cited in Sebeok, 

1960) mentions the phatic function as the physical and psychological con-

nection to build the communication from speaker to listener. In here, the 

physical connection represents the physical medium, for instance, the ver-

bal and textual exchange. The psychological connection represents the 

greeting medium, which to attract the attention of the interlocutor or to 

confirm his or her continued attention. A good example of phatic function 

in language can be described in one sentence of “Hello, do you hear me?” 

(Jakobson, 1960, cited in Sebeok, 1960, 355)

Poetic function

Phatic function
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General in Semiology Approach of Spatial Design

Architecture is the rhetorical communication. Churches and shopping malls, 

door and stairs, these architectural elements are the sign of buildings which 

not only indicates the meaning and function of items, but also impacts in-

rhetorical approach in architecture has assured semiotics to be a practical 

Because of the contrary and compare features of semiology, semiotics can 

be treated as “relationalism”, which suggests the meaning of an object com-

prise of not only the object itself but also the surrounding context. One 

well-known study that is often cited in research on semiology in archi-

tecture is that of Juan Bonta (1979), who found that a building can seem 

to the horizontal line if only the building is measured by other buildings. 

According, the communication and cognition of architecture are led by such 

comparison of horizontal and vertical, dark and bright, hot and cold, dry 

and humid (Hattenhauer, 1984).

In order to interpret the meaning of one object, the audience has to read the 

signifier at first. For reading and decoding the signifier quickly, the receiver 

must know the code of the signifier. For instance, often non-architect don’t 

understand modern architecture because non-architecture don’t familiar 

with the standards and features of modern architecture (code of modern

Architecture as language

Metalingual function is the function that concentrated on code, which re-

quires both speaker and listener to well understand the shared informa-

tion. For example, the meaning of an image, a concept, a text, a sound or a 

gesture. The metalingual function of language can be treated as a explana-

tion process for proper character and behaviour (Jakobson, 1960, cited in 

Sebeok, 1960). A good example of metalingual function in language can be 

described in one sentence of “Linguistics means the study of language and 

of the way languages work.”

Metalingual function
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architecture). However, those people who don’t familiar with the code can 

still read such structures if only shift the other code that they know. For ex-

ample, a lavatory or a clinic, or the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao designed in 

Spain by Frank Gehry. Such analysis process is metaphorical. Hattenhauer’s 

comprehensive review concluded that: “in trying to figure out a form that 

we don’t understand, we first try to decide what it resembles.” (1984, 72)

There are two other linguistic standards need to be used for the interpreta-

tion of architectural metaphor, which are denotation and connotation (Hat-

tenhauer, 1984). The denotation points out the signified for the utility of 

building or building parts. In here, the denotation can be treated as same 

as “indexical signs” (Iversen, 1986, 85, cited in Rose, 2001). For instance, the 

stairway, escalator and elevator indicate the movement of go upstairs. The 

connotation refers the related meanings and imagination of the signified 

broadly. In here, the connotation can be treated as same as “symbolic signs” 

(Iversen, 1986, 85, cited in Rose, 2001). For example, the elevator could ex-

press happiness for some people, but connote danger of others.

The architectural metaphor conducts a consideration of architecture as 

communication. A significant example of communication is “form follows 

function” that claimed by Louis Sullivan (Noble, 1970, 116-123, cited in Hat-

tenhauer, 1984). Firstly, function supports communication, the users have 

to understand the meaning and function (the signified) for an object before 

use it. For instance, one has to identify an object is an elevator which can 

lift the people up and down before use it. Besides, the designers who attend 

to change and improve the object, they have to work through the range of 

meaning and signified before produce or modify the signifier. For example, 

a stairway printing on a blank wall which creates a confusion by passing 

off the spurious as genuine. As one come close to the stairway printing and 

then realise it is fake, then he or she verifies the cognition and meaning 

identity are before usage. In this case, the causal relationship of communi-

cation leads function are confirmed, or in other words, function follows the 

meaning (Eco, 1980b, 28, cited in Hattenhauer, 1984).

Sometimes, the symbolic meaning is more significant than the particular util-

ity. Today, the courtrooms are still designed with retainer fence railings as 

the signify to remind people this is a solemn and official place that the indi-

viduals should behave accordingly. Although these railings loss their inherent 

Architecture as rhetoric



35

function and behind the times, which to separate and restrain witnesses and 

accused initially. The fences still working in the courtroom but play with an 

alternative way. Therefore, a part of building with symbolic quality can rep-

resent the whole meaning of the building. Besides, form follows meaning as 

well. People perceive the old equipment and decorations even their starting 

functions are disappeared. For example, fake fireplaces are installed in peo-

ple’s apartments that supply a few heat, because people require keeping the 

meaning, or in the other word, to keep the form (Hattenhauer, 1984).

In order to indicate how architecture communicates rhetorically, it has to 

clarify what the function is. Several examples have been pointed out by 

Hattenhauer:

“a barber pole, indicating that you can get your hair shortened;

a red cross, indicating that you can get medical attention; 

a bridge, indicating a crossing; 

a steeple, indicating a church; 

a dome, indicating a kind of church or perhaps a sports arena;

a skyscraper skyline, indicating the downtown financial district.”

(Hattenhauer, 1984, 73)

However, the architecture communication is not always measured by users 

in subjective results. Instead, architects and designers can use the signifi-

er to reestablish and forecast people’s behaviours. For instance, shop-win-

dows, neon lights, slogan words, building facade, etc. Flexible access is con-

tributed by shop windows, which leads to both drivers and pedestrians 

can find it effortlessly. As effortlessly states: “external colours must attract 

and stimulate; interior colours must satisfy… Thus architects and interior 

designers, like advertisers, elicit behaviour: driving, walking, eating, look-

ing, waiting, cooperating, stopping, listening, talking, drinking, spending.” 

(Hattenhauer, 1984, 73)

All of the studies reviewed here support the hypothesis that the built of 

educational institutions can impact people’s behaviours. In a survey carried 

out by Hattenhauer (1984), it was shown that the informal learning spaces 

with stationary seating bring an appropriate environment for conversa-

tions and discussions. While, such areas are not suitable for lectures which 

require the attentiveness.

A similar employment of architectural rhetorical can be seen in prison’s de-

sign. The high barbed wires in charged with armed guards keep the prisoners
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to lock up. Meanwhile, the wildly used of colourful painting in gaols dimin-

ishes the violence occurred between inmates (Hattenhauer, 1984).

To conclude this section, the literature identifies not only the relationship 

between semiology and architectural approach, but also indicates how 

building parts or whole building can be assumed and implemented as rhe-

torical communication. Firstly, “architecture that represents values and be-

liefs is rhetorical because it induces ritual behaviour.” (Hattenhauer, 1984) 

To repeat the routine which symbolises by architecture improve a better 

understanding of rhetoric conversely. For instance, the learning and com-

mercial acts remind us to identify a place of school and shopping mall. 

Secondly, this capacity of remembering and reaffirming contributes the ar-

chitecture becomes another shape of mass communication, which holds the 

similar functions parallel to linguistic and visual semiotics. Last but not the 

least, the architectural communication provides a way to assemble several 

types of rhetorics together, which maximises the rhetorical efficiency. As 

Hattenhauer (1984) notes: “architecture is…to communicate the denotation 

clearly and the connotation agreeably.”
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As was mentioned in the previous chapter, there are three Chinese senior high 

schools that with the school type of examination-oriented are selected and pro-

cessed in field research, which are Hengshui High School, Maotanchang High 

School and Jingying Middle School. As the results of the field research, 1745 pic-

tures and 15 videos have been recorded from three Chinese senior high schools. 

In this chapter, the empirical research on three study cases is operated. The 

utility of the method of content analysis indicates the typical signature of three 

schools, which the general spatial characters are summarised by the process of 

contrast analysis and quantitative analysis. The procedure of the content anal-

ysis includes two steps. Firstly, to find the image. The 1745 pieces of the first 

hand and appropriate pictures are used for content analysis to the question be-

ing asked. Second, to devise the categories. The categories are built by three 

standards following: each group must be covered by one subdivision, categories 

must be no overlap and each type must contain the analytically interesting and 

coherent. According to the categories division standards, the classification of 

the three school cases is divided into two parts, the spatial section and user sec-

tion. Besides, there are five sub-species classifications, which includes the study 

space, public space and living space in the spatial section, the student manage-

ment in the user section. 

Spatial Section
Study space

Table 3.1 Architectural information of the teaching building.
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Table 3.1 reveals that there has been a marked utilised in the architectural style 

in three Chinese senior high schools, which all of those surveyed indicated that 

panopticism is the general method of teaching building. Of the three study cases 

that processed the analysis, 100% of buildings applied with 5th storeys. Besides, 

100% of floor material usages are the ceramic tiles of the ivory colour. 100% of 

wall material usages are the ceramic tile and gypsum of white colour. 100% of 

ceiling material usages are the white gypsum board.

Photo 3.1 
Teaching building for grade 3
students of HS High School.

Photo 3.2 
Teaching building for grade 3
students of MTC High School.

Photo 3.3 
Teaching building for grade 3
students of JY Middle School.
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Table 3.2 shows that there has been significantly utilised of the report of grade 

score and report of improved grade students in the inside of the teaching build-

ings. The usage of the timer of Gaokao, report of student behaviours, college 

name and enrolment score are projected in 66% respectively.

Photo 3.4 
Report of grade scores in the
entrance of teaching building for grade 3
students of MTC High School.

Photo 3.5
Monitor in the lobby of teaching building 
for grade 3 students of HS High School.

Table 3.2 Punishment in the teaching buildings.
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Table 3.3 Architectural information of classroom.

Photo 3.6 
Timer of Gaokao in the lobby 
of teaching building for grade 
3 students of HS High School.
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Table 3.3 indicates that rectangle is the general shape of classrooms in three 

study cases with 15 classrooms. The typical width of the classrooms is 8 

metres, the length of the classroom is reached in 9 metres or longer. Around 

two-third of those cases surveyed indicated that the size of the class is 72m², 

which with the usage of 16m² of teaching platform at the rate of 100% in 15 

study case classrooms. The amount of windows in the classroom is projected 

to float between 2 to 4, which based on the size of the class. The regular po-

sition of the blackboard is in front of the classroom, some of the classrooms 

carry the 2nd blackboard at the back wall of the classroom. The number of 

students in the classroom has been responded there are over 60 students in 

each class. What stands out in this table is a large amount of pupils in MTC 

high school, which reaches 150 people at the peak.

Besides, 100% of floor material usages in the classrooms are ceramic tiles 

with ivory colour. 100% of wall material usages in the classrooms are gypsum 

with 66% of white colour. 100% of floor material usages in the classrooms are 

gypsum with white colour. For the material of student’s furniture, 100% of 

material usages are wood with primary or painted colours.

Photo 3.7
Classroom for grade 3 students of HS 
High School.

Photo 3.8
Classroom for grade 3 students of HS 
High School.
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Photo 3.9 
Classroom for grade 4 students 
of MTC High School.

Photo 3.10 
Classroom for grade 4 students 
of MTC High School.

Photo 3.11 
Classroom for grade 3 students 
of MTC High School.
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Photo 3.12 
Classroom for grade 3 students 
of MTC High School.

Photo 3.13
Classroom for grade 3 students 
of JY Middle School.

Photo 3.14
Classroom for grade 3 students 
of JY Middle School.
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Table 3.4 Items in the classrooms.

Table 3.5 Number of posters in the classrooms.

Table 3.4 describes the five most common elements in the classroom that 

appear frequently. Among those five items, poster, monitor, speaker and 

clock are in the usage rate of 100%, the category of computer and multime-

dia teaching projector occupies the rate of 66%.

Photo 3.15 
Monitors in the classroom for grade 3 
students of HS High School.
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Table 3.5 notes that the number of the posters in five classrooms of each 

case study schools. What stands out in the table is the dominance of slogans 

usage. The amount of slogans (99 in total) is higher than the total number of 

report of class scores and class collective awards.

Table 3.6 suggests that the location preferences of slogans in the classroom. 

According to the chart,  most of the slogans are hanged on the wall which 

in front of the class (30 in total) and the along the side of corridors (29 in 

total). Meanwhile, there are 20 slogans placed at the back wall and 18 on 

the fence on the window side.

Table 3.7 acknowledges that the implement of colour in the slogans of class-

rooms. The most used colour in slogans is red text on white background, 

which with 19 times repeated in 15 case study classes. The colour combina-

tion of black text on white background and red text with blue background 

follows the second and third most used colour in slogans, which with 17 

times and 14 times of utility respectively. 

Table 3.6 Number of the slogans usage position in the classrooms.

Table 3.7 Colour of the slogans in the classrooms.



47

Table 3.8 Language style of the slogan in the classrooms.

Table 3.9 Word repeated times of the slogans in the classrooms.

Table 3.8 describes that the language style of slogans in the classrooms. 

Based on the chart, the number of slogans with conative function locates 

the first place and arrives to 42 times usage. The second place belongs the 

referential function (32 in total). There are few utilities of poetic function 

(7 in total) and expressive function (3 in total). Besides, there is no usage of 

slogans in the phatic function and metalingual function.

Table 3.9 reveals that there has been a noticeable trend on the word pref-

erences of the slogan on the classroom walls. The word of “fight” appears 

25 times, which is situated at the first place of slogan word repeated times 

in classrooms. The word related to time or grade three locations the second 

place in 16 times happen. The third place belongs to the word of “hard or 

tired”, which appears in 13 times.
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Photo 3.16
Slogans in the classroom for 
grade 3 students of HS High 
School. “Fighting for the last 
winter of senior high school 
to build a stable foundation 
for knowledge, fighting for the 
last 200 days to achieve the 
college dream”, “Fighting for 3 
month in winter to build a new 
legend”.

Photo 3.17
A slogan in the classroom for 
grade 3 students of HS High 
School. “No hard, no tired, 
insipid grade 3, no fight, no 
combat, vain grade 3”.

Photo 3.18
A slogan in the classroom for 
grade 3 students of MTC Mid-
dle School. “No hard, no tired, 
insipid grade 3, no fight, no 
combat, vain grade 3”
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Photo 3.19
A slogan in the classroom 
for grade 4 students of MTC 
Middle School. “Success is 
the persistence when you are 
about to give up”.

Photo 3.20
Slogans in the classroom 
for grade 4 students of MTC 
Middle School. “No laches, no 
cheating, no lateness”, “Score, 
appearance, conversation, 
socialising, sanitation, safety, 
mind, dream”

Photo 3.21 
Slogans and challenge lists of 
students in the classroom for 
grade 3 students of JY Middle 
School. “Seeking the truth and 
doing practically”, “Working 
hard”.



50

Photo 3.23
A certificate of merit for class 
collective award and a chal-
lenge list in the classroom for 
grade 3 students of JY Middle 
School.

Photo 3.22
A slogan in the classroom for 
grade 3 students of JY Middle 
School. “No free lunch but only 
the struggle to success”.

Table 3.10 describes that the language style of slogans on the individual 

student desk. Based on the chart, the number of slogans with referential 

function locates the first place and arrives to 16 times usage. The second 

and third place belongs the conative function (8 times in total) and poetic 

function (2 times in total). Besides, there is no usage of slogans in the ex-

pressive function, phatic function and metalingual function.

Table 3.10 Language style of the slogan on the individual student desks.
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Table 3.11 Word repeated times of the slogans on the individual student desk.

Table 3.11 indicates that the slogan word repeated times on individual stu-

dent desks. The first place of the repeated word is “Hard or tired”, which 

shows 18 times in total. The second position of the repeated word is the one 

related to self-denial, which arises 10 in all. The third place of the repeated 

word is college names or college enrolment score, which appears nine times 

in amount.

Photo 3.24
Slogan on the desk of grade 
3 student of HS High School. 
“Don’t eat snacks but focus on 
well study”.
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Photo 3.25
Slogan on the desk of grade 3 
student in HS High School. “Can 
you reconcile yourself unable 
to answer teacher’s question in 
every time? Can you recon-
cile yourself to be laughed by 
other classmates because of 
your low scores? You are not 
reconciled, then why don’t you 
try harder?”.

Photo 3.26
Slogan on the desk of grade 3 
student in MTC High School. 
“The period of struggle is 
ending, the time of return is 
arriving. My dream college, I 
am coming”.

Photo 3.27
Slogan on the desk of grade 3 
student in MTC High School. 
“Don’t lose heart by failure, 
don’t stop the step by difficul-
ties”.
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Photo 3.28
Slogan on the desk of grade 3 
student in JY Middle School. 
“My target college, Shenzhen 
University, 598 of enrolment 
score”.

Photo 3.29
Photo 3.28 Slogan on the desk 
of grade 3 student in JY Middle 
School. “I want the improve-
ment, for our class, for myself, 
fight”.

Table 3.12 Items at the outer edge of the classrooms.

Table 3.12 contends that the items at the outer edge of the classrooms. 

Along with the 15 case study of the outer edge of the classrooms, the pub-

lishment, slogan on the classroom door and class code or name have been 

appeared commonly.
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Table 3.13 describes that the number of the publishment at the outer edge 

of the classrooms. The report of class scores and student parents picture 

arise 82 times and 81 times respectively, which the number is likely to be 

twice more than the amount of challenge list (41 times in total).

Table 3.13 Number of publishment at the outer edge of the classrooms .

Photo 3.30
Publishment at the outer edge 
of the classroom in HS High 
School.
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Photo 3.32
Publishment at the outer edge 
of the classroom in JY Middle 
School.

Photo 3.31
Publishment at the outer edge 
of the classroom in MTC Middle 
School.

Photo 3.33
Report of class scores at the 
outer edge of the classroom in 
HS High School.
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Photo 3.34 Reports of class 
improved students and regress 
students at the outer edge of 
the classroom in MTC High 
School.

Photo 3.35
Class collective award and 
report of class scores at the 
outer edge of the classroom in 
JY Middle School.

Photo 3.36
Student parents pictures at the 
outer edge of the classroom in 
HS High School.
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Photo 3.38
Report of class improved stu-
dents at the outer edge of the 
classroom in HS High School.

Photo 3.39
Report of class improved stu-
dents at the outer edge of the 
classroom in MTC High School.

Photo 3.37
Challenge lists at the outer 
edge of the classroom in HS 
High School.
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Photo 3.40
Exhibition of calligraphy (En-
glish writing) at the outer edge 
of the classroom in HS High 
School.

Photo 3.41
Report of study affairs at the 
outer edge of the classroom in 
JY Middle School.

Photo 3.42
Challenge lists at the outer 
edge of the classroom in JY 
Middle School.
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Table 3.14 Language style of the slogan on the classroom doors.

Table 3.15 Word repeated times of the slogans on the classroom doors.

Table 3.14 describes that the language style of slogans on the classroom 

doors. Based on the chart, the number of slogans with conative function 

locates the first place and arrives to 11 times usage. The second belongs 

the referential function, which with over one fifth of the arise times than 

the slogans with conative function. Besides, there is no usage of slogans in 

the poetic function, expressive function, phatic function and metalingual 

function.

Table 3.15 shows that the word repeated periods of the slogan on the class-

room doors. What stands out in this chart is the dominance of the word 

appearance of “study” and “be quiet”, which shows 12 times respectively.



60

Photo 3.43
Slogan on the classroom door 
of HS High School. “Be quiet 
after entry, study after entry”.

Photo 3.44
Slogan on the classroom door 
of MTC High School. “Be quiet 
after entry, study after entry”.

Photo 3.45
Slogan on the classroom door 
of JY Middle School. “Study”.
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Table 3.16 reveals that the likely common elements in the public space of 

campus. The poster and sculpture are used at the rate of 100% in three 

school campus. Besides, the phone kiosk appears twice on the campus, 

which plays 66% of the usage in total.

Table 3.17 shows that there has been a marked utilised in the number of 

posters of school propaganda in two campuses (28 in total). The sum num-

ber of posters of school propaganda are higher than the total amount of 

pictures of outstanding graduates (20 in total) and honour list of current 

outstanding students (7 in total).

Public space

Table 3.16 Items in the public space of campuses.

Table 3.17 Number of posters in the public space of campuses.
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Photo 3.46
Posters of school propagan-
da in the campus of HS High 
School.

Photo 3.47
Posters of school propaganda 
in the campus of JY Middle 
School.

Photo 3.48
Poster of school propaganda in 
the campus of JY High School.
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Photo 3.50
Pictures of outstanding gradu-
ates in the campus of HS High 
School.

Photo 3.51
Honour list of graduates 
passed Gaokao in the campus 
of HS High School.

Photo 3.49
Pictures of outstanding gradu-
ates in the campus of HS High 
School.
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Photo 3.52 Slogan in the cam-
pus of MTC High School. “Con-
fidence, hardworking, struggle, 
success”, “One pursuance, one 
dream”.

Photo 3.53
Phone kiosk in the campus of 
HS High School.

Photo 3.54
Phone kiosks in the campus of 
JY Middle School.
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Table 3.18 Number of the sculpture in the campuses.

Table 3.18 notes that the amount of the sculptures in the campus. What 

stands out in this table is the wildly utilised of the sculpture in the shape of 

rising up, which in the usage percentage of 100%.

Photo 3.56
Sculpture in the shape of “ris-
ing up” in the campus of MTC 
High School.

Photo 3.55
Sculpture in the word of “rising 
up” in the campus of HS High 
School.
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Photo 3.57 
Sculpture in the shape of 
“rising up” in the campus of JY 
Middle School.

Table 3.19 indicates that the elements of the school entrances. According to 

the table, all the three case study schools have utilised the security room, 

rolling security gate and monitor. Besides, 66% of schools have used the 

picture of outstanding graduates, honour list of graduates passed Gaokao 

and poster of school propaganda.

Table 3.19 Items of the school entrances.
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Photo 3.59
School entrance of MTC High 
School.

Photo 3.60
School entrance of JY Middle 
School.

Photo 3.58
School entrance of HS High 
School.
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Photo 3.61 
Pictures of outstanding gradu-
ates on the outside wall of HS 
High School.

Photo 3.62
Reports of grade scores outside 
of the school entrance of MTC 
High School.

Photo 3.63
Poster of school propaganda 
outside of JY Middle School.
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Table 3.20 reveals that the information of student dormitories. According to 

the table, the size of the individual student dormitory room contends with 

two types, 31.5m² (66% in total) and 27m² (33% in total). The capacities of 

dormitory rooms are 12 people (66% in total) and 10 (33% in total). Mean-

while, there has one security room for each dormitory building.

Living space

Table 3.20 Number of items in the student dormitories.

Photo 3.64
Female dormitory of MTC High 
School.
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Photo 3.65
Locked emergency exit of 
female dormitory in MTC High 
School.

Photo 3.66
Security room of the female 
dormitory in JY Middle School.

Photo 3.67
Female dormitory in JY Middle 
School.
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Table 3.21 summaries that the number of items in the student cafeteria. 

100% of three case study schools implement the cafeteria with the capacity 

of 800 people. In those cases, 66% cafeteria have the capacity to contain 

1600 people.

Table 3.21 Number of items in the student cafeteria.

Photo 3.68
Cafeteria of HS High School.

Photo 3.69
Cafeteria of MTC High School.
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Table 3.22 shows that there has been a marked implement of quantitative 

management of student study and living behaviours. The schools that ap-

ply the quantitative management are HS high school, MTC High School and 

JY middle school.

Table 3.23 reveals that the contents of quantitative management of student 

study and living behaviours. The overall management of student covers 

four ranges, which are the pupil management in the classroom, supervision 

in dormitory, standard of student appearance and other management.

User Section
Student management

Table 3.22 Architectural information of the teaching building.

Table 3.23 Contents of quantitative management of student study and living behaviours.
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Photo 3.70
Report of student study and 
living behaviours in the 
teaching building for grade 3 
students of HS High School.

Photo 3.71
Reports of student study 
and living behaviours in the 
teaching building for grade 3 
students of JY Middle School.

Table 3.24 Quantitative management of student appearances.

Table 3.24 summarises that the criteria of student appearances. What pro-

jecting in this chart is the general implement of student uniform which 

with 100% of usage rate. Besides, 66% of uniforms use the colour of red and 

white.
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Photo 3.72
Student uniform of HS High 
School with motto “Pursuit of 
excellence”.

Photo 3.73
Student uniform of MTC High 
School with motto “I believe it 
I do it”.

Photo 3.74
Student uniform of JY Middle 
School.
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Table 3.25 Students study-rest timetable.

Table 3.25 indicates that the students study-rest timetable. 100% of three 

case study schools implement the schedule to manage students’ time of 

learning and living affairs in campus. According to chart, both of HS High 

School and JY Middle School have arranged thirteen lessons in every day, 

and ten classes have been planned by MTC High School per day. Students 

in HS High School study 8.92 hours per day, students in JY Middle School 

study 9.67 hours per day, students in MTC High School study 8.17 hours per 

day. Besides, the time to get up is set around 6 am and the bedtime is start-

ed around 10:30 pm. The three-meals times for students in one day are 120 

minutes (HS High School), 110 minutes (MTC High School) and 95 minutes 

(JY Middle School). 
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The current study (Table -

nese senior high schools have implemented panopticism as the architecture 

-

ronment of the closed-off campus and separated units of classrooms reveal  

authority. These spacial arrangements create a potential consciousness of 

fear and punishment for students. Meanwhile, the evidence of a wildly cov-

ered range of monitors in the lobbies and corridors of the teaching building 

is reported in the study of teaching building. Table

Table

The result confirms that the score-oriented pedagogy and exam-centric 

system are existed in Chinese senior high schools. This finding is consistent 

Chinese senior high school students.

The results of the study - architectural information in classrooms (Table

indicate that the rectangle is the general space of classrooms. Besides, be-

cause of student population pressure in schools, most of the individual 

teachers and students complained that crowded study space is the com-

mon problem that needs to be solved. Surprisingly, the three case study 

classrooms. This finding identifies that the superior status of teachers in 

the classroom. The superior status reflects not only the homiletic teach-

ing method of pedagogy in schools but also the authority of the teachers. 

Moreover, the inexpensive and maintainable materials of ceramic tile and 

gypsum board are used wildly in the classrooms including the light colour 

of white or ivory. This analysis confirms that the implementation of main-

tainable materials reduces the classroom cleaning time and provides more 

study time for students. Besides, the common usage of light colour in the

Spatial Section

Study space
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class emphasises the classroom is the study place of sacredness and sim-

plicity, and the place lack of commitment. The study space is isolated from 

other spaces.

One significant finding is the general and plentiful usage of posters in fif-

teen classrooms of three case study schools. Along with ten different kinds 

the total. The most obvious finding to emerge from the analysis is that the 

slogans of the school-side prefer to describe the watchword by the cona-

Table

Table

seems possible that these results of wildly used red colour are due to the 

association of red, which is related to the meanings of passion, enthusiasm, 

aggression and battle. The study of the slogans also shows that the slogans 

are nearly average placed on the walls of the classroom. A possible expla-

nation for this might be the slogans face to the students can deliver the 

learning-related awareness in effectively. 

-

esting results which differ with the slogans in the classroom that made by 

school-side. The student-made slogans which stuck on the desks intend to 

describe the watchword by referential function. Those slogens usually em-

phasises the personal learning context and causality (Table

-

-

tensive study led by the examination-oriented education system. Besides, 

-

tion-oriented training contributes the amount of weary students with poor 

psychological development, restrained and self-hatred personality and a 

general lack of the development of other abilities.

A compelling finding is the prevalent utilised of publishment at the walls 

out of the classrooms (Table

classes. It seems possible that these results are due to two perspectives.
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On one hand, the reports of class scores reflects the examination-oriented 

education system of schools, and also reveals the emphasis of academic 

at the outer edge of the classes could be noted by teachers. In this way, an 

easy-read tool for teachers to evaluate students learning outcomes, then 

to make the teaching adjustment without delay is provided. On the other 

hand, publishing the reports of class scores impacts student psychology 

very much, which would lead to the construction for both self-confidence 

and self-denial varies with different students. For the students who rank 

the top of the report, it is easy to build strong confidence. On the contrary, 

for the students who rank at the bottom of the list, as well as the pupil who 

regress or fall behind in the report, the following negative emotions come 

into being subsequently. Also, the publication of class scores would contrib-

ute to build the competitive relationship in the course.

out of the classrooms (Table

Table

of parents could be the most unexpected finding in the study of publication 

at the outer edge of the classrooms. One factor may explain the correlation 

as a life-changing examination and a key of an entrance to the university. 

-

ademic scores and hope of family promotion together. The implementation 

expectation are considered to be a double edge sword. In one aspect, the 

family expectation would provide the positive effect of encouraging and 

promoting students learning enthusiasm, especially when the pupils feel 

tired or weary for study. In other aspects, the overloaded responsibility of 

study would bring the negative impact to students. In addition, it displays 

the incorrect treatment on academic scores and increases the competitive 

relationship between classmates. This study also confirms the argument 

Moreover, the study of publishment at the wall out of the classrooms (Table 

3.13) shows that the challenge lists are used for 41 times in HS High School 

and JY Middle School altogether. In this study, the competitive relation-

ships between classmates and different classes are created because of the 

challenge list. This relationship may partly be evoked by the improvement
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The results of the analying of the elements in the school campus show 

that the public space of the campus is the place for authority and pow-

er building by school-side, which orients to the audience of students. 

According to the data of Table

total, ect. the report of educational achievement in recent years, the 

portrait of a teacher with outstanding teaching skills, the publication 

of school pedagogy, the poster of an introduction of school president 

-

pictures play the same role as the school authority for power building. 

The exhibition of outstanding graduates could explain the successful 

and authority images of school-side to current school students (Photo 

In addition, one interesting finding is that the sculptures with a shape (or 

word) of rising up have been commonly built in the campuses of three 

case study schools as if by prior agreement (Table 3.18). This result may 

Public space

of student scores and the consciousness of class collectivism. Firstly, the 

learning competition in class contributes the short period palpable study 

target for most of pupils. The tangible target and short-term features 

of in-class competition stimulate the study race, which benefit the im-

provement of student learning initiative and academic scores. Secondly, 

the study competition between class and class raises the contentions. 

These class-to-class championships highlight the student’s awareness of 

collectivism but delight the consciousness of individuals.

Last but not the least, the results of the current study of publishment at 

the wall outside the classrooms strongly suggest that classroom is an in-

dependent and closed space that aparts from other places. The evidence 

can be found in the slogans on the doors of the classrooms (Table 3.15, 

Photo 3.43- Photo 3.45). The common implementation of the motto “be 

quiet after entry, study after entry” defines the function and regulation 

of classroom, which is a space simply for study in soundless rather than 

over interactive activities of learning.
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be explained in two aspects. Firstly, the sculpture of “rising up” responses 

the student desire of passing Gaokao and receiving an opportunity of fur-

ther development. Secondly, the sculpture of “rising up” claims the crucial 

status of the school, which emphasises the school is the place could realise 

student’s wishful requirement of college. In here, the consistency of school 

authority and power in the public space of campus has been reinforcedagain.

One compelling finding is that the implementation of closed-off in 24-7 cam-

pus in three case study schools. The result of this study shows that the se-

curity room, rolling gate of security and monitor are used at the entrance of 

school campus (Table 3.19). These reason for this is likely to be related to the 

motivation of insulation and supervision of schools. The closed-off campus 

builts a restrictive zone for students to enhance their ablities of passing Ga-

okao. On one hand, the gate divides the boundary between the inside and 

outside area of the school campus, which builds a closed off campus where 

forbid not only the outsiders to enter in but also the students to come out. 

On the other hand, the entrance of the school plays a role of an element to 

obey and intense the overall study management of students. The implemen-

tation of security room, rolling gate of security and monitor can be treated 

as a symbol of the authority and power of schools, which passes a message 

for students to be obedient the school management once enter the campus.

In addition, the publications at the outside of entrance (e.g. the poster of 

school propaganda, picture of outstanding graduates, honour list of grad-

uates passed Gaokao) play the same role of authority and power building 

by school-side. These publications face to the general public contributes a 

mentality - “trust the school to achieve the college dream”.

On the question of the student living space, this study reveals that stu-

dents have asked to live in dormitories inside of the campus, one room 

with ten students at least (Table -

ing is due to the students population pressure and the limited funding 

of schools, which do not allow the students to live in a smaller group or 

individually. Besides, the aggregative type of accommodation keeps the 

great consistency with the consciousness of collectivism in the classroom. 

The observed correlation between living space and collectivism might be 

examined by the element setting in the rooms of dormitories, ect. the 

Living space
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In this study, the most obvious finding to emerge the analysis in the strict 

management of student study and living behaviours is that the adminis-

trations are discovered in almost all daily activities (Table

explanation for this might be that the strict regulation and great pressure 

led by the management could force the pupils to learn continually. On one 

hand, the compulsory study conducted by various managements could ac-

tivate the learning initiative for the most pupils. Besides, the supervision

uniformed bedding with same pattern and colour, the same position of pil-

that no study-related elements are noted in the dormitories. According to 

the data of Table

equipments, for instance, the window, beds, independent or shared toilet, air 

conditioner and so forth. The condensed settings and elements in the rest 

space define that a dormitory is a place simply for sleep rather than study 

or over leisure activities. In addition, what is curious about the finding of the 

dormitory space is that a security room generally exists at the entrance of 

apartment, which is a space to supervise and manage students living affairs. 

A possible explanation for this result may be the rest activities of students 

in the school are subsumed as one part of the study. To administrate and 

restrict students‘ rest time and behaviours in dormitory could increase the 

sleep quality of pupils, which conducts high spirits of study in class. Another 

possible explanation for this is that the overall management of student af-

fairs reinforces the authority and power of school, which the administration 

of school even covered the personal actions, such like sleeping.

One significant finding in the study of student cafeteria is that the large-

scale restaurants are wildly implemented in three case study schools, with 

by the fact that the students population pressure of schools. Besides, ac-

cording to the study-rest schedule of students, the pupils are asked to take 

the meal at a particular time. The cafeteria with tremendous capacity could 

meet the demand of the students eating in a large number of people within 

the limited time (Table

User Section

Student management
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for students confirms that the power of school and the collectivism aware-

ness for students in the campus. This finding confirms the comments of the 

the other hand, the various managements are merely applied on the exam 

and score-related behaviours in general, which overemphasises on the pro-

motion of academic scores but ignores the physiology and psychology need 

to students or individual demands.

Besides, one administrative relevant finding is the ordinary implementa-

tion of school uniform in three case study schools (Table

may be due to the three aspects. Firstly, the application of school uniform 

in the type of sport suit roots out the appearance comparison between 

students to make them concentrate on the study. Secondly, the relationship 

between male and female students in Chinese senior high schools is treated 

as negative behaviour that is forbidden by schools in general. The usage of 

the nonsexual style of uniform presents the pupils in similar looks, which 

-

ance of students confirms the awareness of collectivism for students, as 

well as the authority and power of schools again.
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Conclusion

The primary goal of the current research is to determine how senior high 

-

na. Returning to the question that posed at the beginning of this study, it is 

now possible to state that the learning spaces in Chinese senior high schools 

have impacted the exam-driven students and their study behaviours in two 

major aspects, which are the study cognition constructions and learning 

time management. 

This research has examined the relationship between study cognition con-

structions and learning behaviours in a spatial context. These pieces of evi-

dence and analysis mentioned in chapter three and chapter four confirmed 

that the building of study cognition for pupils that inside and outside of the 

classrooms plays a crucial role in the three case study Chinese senior high 

schools. It mpacts students learning behaviours directly. The most obvious 

finding to emerge from this study has divided the study cognition con-

structions into five sections. They are the cognition constructions for the 

consequence of Gaokao and scores, the essentiality of studying hard, the 

importance of collectivism, the weightiness of school authority and power, 

and the significance of student submission.

The cognition construction for the consequence of Gaokao and the impor-

tance of scores have reinforced the study motivation of students, which de-

fines and formulates the examination-oriented the aim of school pedagogy 

and students studying method in the campus. The cognition shaping for the 

essentiality of studying hard has strengthened the attitude and recognition 

of study from the perspective of students. It keeps the consistency from 

the previous cognition construction. The cognition construction of the im-

portance of collectivism has guided the students doing and thinking in an 

uniformed way, which builds a linkage of mutual supervision and corpora-

tion between different students to standard pupils learning behaviours and 

other activities. The cognition building of weightiness of school authority 

and power has established the paramount leadership and controlling force 

for school side. The image of professional academic manager and controller 

for school guarantees the smooth running of educational affairs around Ga-

okao in the campus. The cognition formation for the significance of student

Study cognition constructions in campus
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submission has confirmed the unified status of pupils for supervision. Be-

sides, it also conducted the students to bear the considerable study pres-

sure without complaint. It is propitious to the study matter practice.

The second significant finding is that establishment and implementation of 

learning time management in spatial context. The creation and implemen-

tation of learning time management have assured students to spend most 

of their times on the academic training for scores improvement rather than 

other activities. 

Besides, this conclusion has provided a deeper insight into the interaction 

between target-oriented study and time management. It provides a strong 

empirical confirmation that the time programming of learning has immedi-

ate relevance to the study outcomes. In general, therefore, it seems that the 

implementation of closed-off mode campus, the usage of panopticon type 

of building, the installation of monitors, the practice of quantitative man-

agement of student and study-rest timetable have provided reasonably 

consistent evidence of an association between learning time management.

Learning time management in campus

According to the research conclusion of the current study, one design guideline 

has been created as a recommendation that further research be undertaken 

in the areas of the school space or the learning space with a type of exama-

tion oriented in Chinese context. The design guideline consists of seventeen 

elements, which covers the spatial and user scetions in the background of Chi-

nese senior high school.

Design Guideline
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A key strength of the present study is that the analysis provides the first com-

prehensive assessment of the spaces in Chinese examination oriented senior 

high schools by using the multiple design research methods, although the cur-

rent study is based on a small sample of participants. Firstly, this work contrib-

utes and confirms to existing knowledge of Chinese senior high schools of the 

previous study. Secondly, the study cognition constructions and learning time 

management that the research has identified therefore assists in the under-

standing of the role of study space in Chinese education context.

The major limitation of this study is that the three case study of Chinese 

senior high schools cannot generalise the entire learning space or education 

system in Chinese school context. These results may not be applicable to 

neither the variance of examination oriented senior schools nor all types of 

senior high schools in China. The current research has only considered the 

relationship between school spaces and campus users, and thus it has not 

been able to establish the framework for school design from architectural 

or constructive aspect.

Discussion

Qualifications and limitations of the current study

In terms of directions for future research in the design of learning space, 

further studies regarding the role of ultimate learning aim of students would 

be worthwhile. Therefore, an essential next step is to confirm the spatial 

and user factors to the core purpose. Further investigation of learning space 

into time factor of student study is strongly recommended. More broadly, 

research is also needed to determine the authority building of school-side. 

Besides, it will be important to require a better understanding of the complex 

association between study discipline and learning environment.

Several questions still remain to be answered. Further study is needed to 

understand better the possible triangular link between teacher, student and 

pupil parents. Besides, a greater focus on the general type of schools could 

provide more definitive evidence. If the debate is to be moved forward, 

a better understanding of stakeholders all-round demands in the learning 

space needs to be developed.

Recommendation for the further research work
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Appendices

Interview report of Hengshui High School - teacher section

Background of interview: 

The teachers’ interview for Hengshui High School is taken on 23.11.2015. 

After over one month communication with Hengshui High School for the re-

search explanation and trust-building, Hengshui High School has accepted 

author interview request on 20.11.2015. However, because of the intensive 

learning and teaching schedules for students and teachers, as well as the 

strict disciplines of school, Hengshui High School have asked the author to 

finish all the works in one day.

According to the research and interview preview the author presented, 

Hengshui High School has arranged one head teacher and one English 

teacher from grade 3 to participate the interview, who have been asked 

to prepare the interview in advance based on the research and interview 

preview the author presented.

Interviewees:

The interview for teacher section is processed in the lounge of Mingzhi 

building (the building for students of grade 3 for Hengshui High School). 

from14:00 to15:30, 23.11.2015.

Jia. Male. Director of academic affairs for grade 3, the poli-

tics teacher and the head teacher of class 568 (regular class 

of arts in Grade 3). Graduated from Hebei Normal Univer-

sity in 2007, with eight years teaching experience and four 

years head-teacher working experience (the year 2010, 

2012, 2013, 2015).

Li. Female. The English teacher of the regular class of sci-

ence in Grade 3. Graduated from Hebei Normal University 

in 2004, with 11 years teaching experience.
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Jia: One lesson. I am the head teacher of class of 568. Besides, I am the 

director of academic affairs in grade 3, which with the duty to manage the 

daily teaching affairs for all the 22 classes’ in grade 3 level. 

Li: Just like the other teachers, I am teaching two classes recently, with 40 

minutes for each class.

Jia: One classroom.

Li: Two classrooms. 

Jia: Yes. Firstly, the state of cleaning is the first impression the classroom 

given to me, for instance, the class’s sanitary situation and layout of furni-

ture. Secondly, the indoor cultural decoration. The classroom with healthy, 

upward, inspiring and active decorations would influence students’ mood 

very much. Thirdly, the students from different classrooms have different 

mental outlooks. 

Li: Yes. The classrooms are quite different for me. The biggest difference 

is influenced by the sunlight. The classrooms on the south side have much 

more sunlight, the classrooms on the north side don’t have too much. The 

students in the classroom face to the south are more active than the stu-

dents from the north side. Also, in general, the performance of the students 

from the south are better than the north.

Jia: Indeed, both of students and teachers are influenced by the classroom 

surroundings. Classroom environment, indoor cultural decoration and stu-

dents’ mental outlooks would impact teachers’ mood casually in the invisi-

ble way, which leads to the different teaching performance for teachers in 

various classrooms.

2. How many classrooms have you stayed for teaching today?

3. Have you compare with the classrooms before?

4. How do you think is there any connection between study and classroom?

1. How many lessons do you teach today?
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Jia: It’s worth to notice that teachers are much influenced by students’ con-

dition rather than other factors. Teachers are teaching better in the con-

dition of the students concentrated on the study during class. In opposite, 

teachers have to spend more time and energy on lesson lead-in, to moti-

vate students or keep discipline in class.

Li: Of course. Sunlight and space. Although we can not say that space de-

cided how the students study in total, sunlight and space will influence stu-

dents to some extent. Besides, if the classrooms have more spare space to 

avoid overcrowded, the environment could be better for both teachers and 

students. Also, the students seating in the first row shouldn’t be so close 

to teaching platform, I felt depressed and cannot move, and students have 

to raise their heads to watch the blackboard frequently. The last but not 

the least, there should have more space for teachers to walk around in the 

classroom. I want to and need to move around in the classroom when I am 

teaching.

Jia: The basic rule for seat arrangement is student’s mobility in the class-

room. No matter what type of the seats are (e.g. single, in a pair, threesome, 

foursome), the current situation of student amount for each classroom and 

the seat density have driven indoor movement to become the primary con-

sideration for seat arrangement. Almost of the student’s seat decided by 

their height. Short-height students sit in seats at the front of the classroom 

and high-height students sit in seats at the back of the classroom. Students 

shift seat lines monthly to avoid squint for staring blackboard of a long 

time. 

There is a connection between the seat and academic records. I used to set 

two students with a gap in academic records to sit together on purpose, as 

known as “helping in pair”, and this mode does push the weak student to 

improve the study motivation and academic records efficiently.

The area in of the seats from the first row to the third row is the best posi-

tion in the classroom for the teacher to correct student’s in-attentional be-

haviour. Some of the students who have the difficult to concentrate on the 

study had asked me to change their seat to the first row of the classroom. 

As the results, those students were getting better academic records under 

teacher’s observation and supervision.

5. Is there any connection between seat and mark?
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Li: Yes, I think so. The students seating in the first four rows will get much 

attention from teachers. In opposite, I don’t have too much attention on the 

students seating in the back of the classroom, if possible, I need to walk 

back to approach them to see what are they doing when they are writing or 

listen to me intensively. I don’t know it is a coincidence or not, the students 

in the back rows are not as good as the students in the front of and middle 

front of the classroom. And this is a typical situation in other majors. 

Jia: There is no particular area for good academic records students, almost 

of the student’s position decided by their height.

Li: Most of the good-mark students are seating in the front and middle of 

the classroom.

Jia: The middle area of the classroom would draw my attention most when 

I am standing on the stage. Meanwhile, teachers are encouraged to teaching 

by walking around. In this case, along with the pedagogy of “grasp the two 

ends to bring along the middle”, I will focus on the top students and weak 

students, but wouldn’t pay much attention to the students in the average 

academic records.

Li: Because I am an English teacher, I use computer and projection screen a 

lot. The area in the classroom from the 2nd to the 4th rows in the classroom 

draw my attention most because of my field of vision.

Jia: It’s fine for now. But crowded is the biggest problem in the classroom 

for now. Besides, students have a strong desire for the furniture or spaces 

with storage function to contain large numbers of study items. Sunlight re-

flection for blackboard disturb student’s study casually. 

Li: It’s OK for now. But I think there are too many students in the class-

room right now. Considering the present situation in Chinese classrooms 

and language lesson such like English, students around 50 to 60 are 

6. Where are the good-mark students seats?

7.  Which part of classroom / area of students draw you attention most?

8. Are you satisfied with your classrooms? Why? Why not?
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appropriate for teaching and learning (more students would have an op-

portunity to practice speaking, which is crucial for language learning). For 

now, average 10 to 20 students could speak during 40 minutes in class. 

Grade 3 student doesn’t have too much opportunity to speak freely in pair 

or groups for dialogue or discussion but also answer my question.

Jia: Yes, I think so. To avoid this happens, teachers remind students to keep 

the desktop clean regularly. 

Li: Yes, I think so. 

Jia: The monitor system in our school called “Teaching Review System (TRS)”, 

with video and audio synchronous control support. The primary interest for 

TRS focuses on teacher’s schoolteaching. Every school leaders and teachers 

are allowed to use the machine for teaching evaluation and supervision. 

The idea of “every class is an open class” have completed by TRS, which has 

not only improved teacher’s teaching passion and performance in every 

lesson but also provide an academic exchange platform for teachers, espe-

cially for the group of young teachers without working experience. 

Indeed, TRS is binding on students as well, but plays a role in assisting tool 

for student management for teachers. Some of the students with severe 

behaviours were observed by TRS before, such like sleeping in class. How-

ever, using TRS as a long-range supervision tool for student’s behaviours 

doesn’t receive any recognition or conviction for students. Therefore, to 

talk to students and to correct student’s behaviours face to face are advised 

from teachers. To accompany by students and service for students are the 

best student’s management for teachers.

Li: There has a lot of monitors in the school, even in our office. There are two 

aspects for the monitor. Firstly, to help the teacher to learn from other teach-

ers, in particular for the young teachers, because the school employs a lot of 

new teachers without teaching experiences every year and they need to learn 

from others. Gradually, more and more head teachers started to use the mon-

itor as a tool to supervise students’ behaviours. According to other teachers’ 

saying, they always find some bad behaviours students by using monitors. 

9. How do you think students using the books as shelter from your observation?

10. How many time do you check the classroom monitors per week?
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Jia: No. There are two monitors in every classroom with 360-degree rota-

tion camera.

Li: Yes, the sides of the wall. The monitors are installed along the wall, not 

in the middle.

Jia: The slogan in red and white stands out well against the background. 

We don’t advocate decorating classroom in too many colours, elegant and 

austere style is the study environment we pursued.

Li: Blue is the first colour comes in my mind, the uniforms for students 

grade 1 and grade 2 are in blue. And the colour of red has been widely used 

in the classrooms of grade 3, the slogans, and it does draw people’s atten-

tion. And the using colour of blue can make students calm down. 

We don’t have too much cooler comparisons in classrooms. I like blue uni-

forms. There are many slogans outside and inside of classroom buildings, 

but not too much in the classrooms, maybe just one main slogan at the back 

of the classroom, therefore, I think it is ok for now. White and blue have 

been widely used because it is quite good for students’ eyesight, and easy 

to keep clean.

Jia: Yes. No long hair boys. No dye hair and perm for both boys and girls. 

Girl with long hair has to make it as a ponytail. Students have to wear the 

uniform all day except for Sunday, to create a feeling of order and cohesion.

Li: Of course. For the boys, they shouldn’t wear long hair and no shorts in 

Jia: Yes.

Li: No, because I am not the head teacher in class. 

12. Is there any dead angle for the monitor in a classroom?

13. How do you think the colour using in the classroom?

14. Is there any regulation for students’ appearance?

11. Have you used the monitor for catching troublesome students before?
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summer. Girl with long hair has to make it as a ponytail, no short skirts in 

summer. Students have to wear the uniform all day except on Sunday, stu-

dents are wearing sports cloth on Sunday because it’s comfortable, and the 

color of their clothes are much brighter.  

Jia: Didn’t ask.

Li: Yes, especially for female teachers because women love pretty, no too 

short or too tight skirt, no too bright cloth, the high-heels cannot too high. 

No shorts for male teachers.

Jia: Classroom. As a head teacher, the classroom is a place to organise and 

manage student’s study and life, and also is a place to observe and super-

vise student’s principles. Therefore, students are pretty scared of me in the 

classroom.

Li: Classroom. Students will just greet me warmly at the outside to class-

room. But in the classroom, they are more serious, and so do I. Therefore, I 

think the classroom is the place to keep the distance between teacher and 

student.

Jia: Never compared before. The motto inside of the classroom and building 

are regularly changing. The slogan hanging in the classroom now is “work-

ing hard to build the stable foundation, fighting for the last 200 days until 

my dream comes true”.

Li: “Habit is second nature” in grade 1 classroom because it is quite suitable 

for the students just enter the high school. For the student in grade 3, it’s all 

about work hard, keep silent, be quiet, something like this.

15. Is there any regulation for teachers’ appearance?

16. Which area of school can divide the role of teacher and student most?

17. What is your favourite slogan?
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Interview report of Hengshui High School - student section

Background of interview: 

The students’ interview for Hengshui High School is taken on 23.11.2015.

After over one month communication with Hengshui High School for the 

research explanation and trust-building, Hengshui High School has accept-

ed author’s interview request on 20.11.2015. However, because of the in-

tensive learning and teaching schedule for students and teachers, as well 

as the strict disciplines of school, Hengshui High School asked the author to 

finish all the works in one day.

According to the research and interview preview the author presented, 

Hengshui High School has arranged six students in three groups from grade 

3 for the interview. Six students have been asked to prepare the meeting 

in advance based on the research and interview preview the author pre-

sented. Six student interviewees with the headship of the class leader come 

from six key classes in grade 3 separately (6 key classes and 16 regular 

classes in total in the year 2015-2016), which would represent the highest 

academic and ideological students’ standards for Hengshui High School.

Interviewees:

The interview for student section is processed in the lounge of Mingzhi 

building (the building for students of grade 3 for Hengshui High School). 

Interview for student section is processed from 15:30 to19:00, 23.11.2015.

Group One

Sun. Female. 17yrs, Grade 3, Class 550, Class Leader.

Li. Female. 17yrs, Grade 3, Class 552, Class Leader.

Group Two

Zhai. Female. 17yrs, Grade 3, Class 551, Class Leader.

Ding. Male. 17yrs, Grade 3, Class 555, Class Leader.  

Group Three

Zhao. Male. 17yrs, Grade 3, Class 553, Class Leader.

Li. Male. 17yrs, Grade 3, Class 554, Class Leader.
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2. Where are you seating in your classroom?

1. How to pop up yourself in the environment that students with same study 

and rest schedule?

Sun: To participate in school activities.

Li: To cooperate with teachers in lessons, and to show up my unique opin-

ion in my study.

Zhai: To participate in various community activities. To be a class leader in 

my class, using my position of class leader to building myself as a positive 

image for the whole class.

Ding: To be a class leader in my class, which would be recognised and re-

membered by others.  

Zhao: To participate in various community activities. To campaign the elec-

tion of “Top-Ten Class Leaders” to represent my responsibility and enthusi-

asm for class.

Li: Aiming a high academic goal for myself, and achieving student assign-

ment beyond teacher’s requirement. To participate in various community 

activities.

Sun: Single seat, close to the door, the third row.

Li: Seat of four persons, close to the aisle, next to the door, the second last 

row.

Zhai: Seat of four persons, in the middle, the second row.

Ding: Single seat, close to the door, the second row. 

Zhao: Seat of four persons, in the middle, closed to the window side, the 

last row.

Li: Seat of four persons, close to the aisle, closed to the window side, the 

first row.
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4. What kind of student you like to be your desk-mate?

5. Are you satisfied with your classrooms? Why? Why not?

3. If you can choose your seat in the classroom, where do you want to seat?

Sun: Single seat, close to the door, the third row.

Li: Seat of four persons, close to the aisle, next to the door, the second last row.

Zhai: Seat of four persons, in the middle, the second row.

Ding: Single seat, close to the door, the second row. 

Zhao: Seat of four persons, in the middle, closed to the window side, the 

last row.

Li: Seat of four persons, close to the aisle, closed to the window side, the 

first row.

Satisfied with:

Sun: The poster in the classroom of “Fighting Gaokao along with my family”.

Li: The poster in the classroom of  “The target of my ideal university”.

Zhai: The lighting in the classroom.

Ding: The multimedia teaching system.

Sun: Single seat, close to the door, the last row.

Li: Single seat, close to the door, the last row.

Zhai: No change.

Ding: Seat with classmates.

Zhao: No change.

Li: No change.
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Zhao: None.

Li: None.

Unsatisfied with:

Sun: Crowded (Current 74 students).

Li: Crowded (Current 72 students).

Zhai: Crowded (Current 71 students), without enough place for study or 

cleaning utensil. Crowded leads the difficulty of classroom cleaning.

Ding: Crowded (Current 74 students) and low spatial usage efficiency, e.g., 

windowsill.

Zhao: Crowded (Current 74 students).

Li: Crowded (Current 73 students) and dirty.

Sun: Key class has more obedient students than the regular class.

Li: Study environments between key class and regular class are different. 

Students from key class hold much positive attitude in their study, and they 

would like to obey the school disciplines automatically. In opposite, the stu-

dents from regular class lack of the sense of responsibility.

Zhai: Examination result is the biggest difference. There is an indefinable 

air of tension for study in key class, and students from key class are much 

willing to study.

Ding: Students from key class learning in their initiative.

Zhao: Students from key class are conscious for self-study. However, viv-

id and relaxed classroom belongs to the regular class. Combining with the 

general obedient attitude from students of the key class, the students from 

regular class are much active on both study-related and non-study-related 

things. Therefore, teachers have to draw more attention and times to manage

6. What are the different between key class (class for students with excellent 

academic perform) and regular class?
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the classroom disciplines. However, student’s creativity in the regular class 

is better than key class’s.

Li: Students from key class have much assignment and homework to do, 

and there is the common appearance in key class that some study nerds 

are social misfit totally. Combining with the restrict study schedules in key 

class, students from regular class have much freedom to develop their hob-

bies. Students’ physical quality and creativity for the regular class are bet-

ter than key class’s.

7. Where is the most modern place in school? Where is the most rustic place 

in school?

Sun: Classroom with multimedia teaching system and cafeteria with televisions.

Li: Newspaper spot.

Zhai: Newspaper spot.

Ding: Newspaper spot.

Zhao: Classroom with multimedia teaching system and newspaper spot.

Li: Cafeteria with a huge LED screen and televisions. 

8. Do students make the blackboard newspaper by themselves?

Sun: Yes. The theme of “Keep quiet” and “Persistency”.

Li: Yes. The theme of “time”.

Zhai: Yes. The theme of “race”.

Ding: Yes. The theme of “dream”.

Zhao: Yes. The theme of “time” and “diligence”.

Li: Yes. The theme of “time” and “responsibility”.
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9. What is your favourite inspiring slogan in school?

10. Are you scared of the monitor?

Sun: No miracles because of lack of faith.

Li: Roc flew and flew, the wind never stops the blow, take my away with the 

flow. (p.s., a sentence from Qingzhao Li, a Chinese writer and poet of the Song 

dynasty.)

Zhai: In line with the conviction that I will do whatever it takes to serve my 

country even at the cost of my life, regardless of fortune or misfortune to 

myself. (p.s., a sentence from Zexe Lin, a Chinese scholar and official of the 

Qing dynasty.)

Ding: In my ears are the sounds of the wind, rain, and reading. To my con-

cern are the affairs of households, country, and the mass.

Zhao: There is only beauty gained through overcoming hardship rather than 

the glory that could be waited for.

Li: Why afraid of infinity? Take one step at a time and enjoy the happiness 

inside. (p.s., a sentence from Hu Shih, a Chinese philosopher, essayist and 

diplomat.)

Sun: No. My daily performance has no violation.

Li: No. My daily performance has no violation. 

Zhai: No. My daily performance has no violation.

Ding: No. My daily performance has no violation.

Zhao: No. My daily performance has no violation.

Li: No. My daily performance has no violation.
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Sun: Still working on it. The confidence is coming from my academic record 

at presents.

Li: Still working on it. The confidence is coming from the great effort for 

study of mine.

Zhai: Yes. Religion faith.

Ding: Yes. The companionship of classmates and teachers brings the power 

for me.

Zhao: Yes. The confidence is coming from my academic record at presents. 

The restrict study schedule for school is also bringing the faith to me.

Li: Yes. The confidence is coming from the great effort for the study of mine.

Sun:Yes. To know him / her in school community before.

Li: Yes. To know him / her in school community before.

Zhai: Yes. Family’s introduction.

Ding: Yes. Introduction from head teacher. From the publicity inside / out-

side of the school.

Zhao: Yes. Family’s introduction. Introduction from head teacher.

Li: Yes. From the introduction from head teacher and the publicity inside / 

outside of the school.

11. Do you have confidence for pass Gaokao(National Higher Education En-

trance Examination)? Where does the confidence come from?

12. Do you admire the senior schoolmates who passed Gaokao and accepted by 

the famous university? Do you know their name? How do you aware of their 

information?
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13. How do you release your study pressure?

Sun: Group-running.

Li: Mind diversion in part time.

Zhai: Singing. Chatting with friends.

Ding: Group-running. Singing.

Zhao: Group-running.

Li: Singing. Chatting with friends.

14. Where do you spend your money in school generally?

Sun: Cafeteria and supermarket. Dining 20Yuan / Day. Sundries 30Yuan / Week.

Li: Cafeteria and supermarket.

Zhai: Cafeteria and supermarket. Dining 20Yuan / Day. Sundries 30Yuan / Week.

Ding: Cafeteria ans supermarket. Dining 25Yuan / Day.

Zhao: Cafeteria and supermarket. Dining 20Yuan / Day. Sundries 20Yuan / Week.

Li: Cafeteria and supermarket. Dining 20Yuan / Day. Sundries 20Yuan / Week.

15. How often do you leave school campus?

Sun: Once every three weeks. Once in 20 hours.

Li: Once every three weeks. Once in 20 hours.

Zhai: Once every three weeks. Once in 20 hours.

Ding: Once every three weeks. Once in 20 hours.

Zhao: Once every three weeks. Once in 20 hours.

Li: Once every three weeks. Once in 20 hours.
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Interview report of Jingying Middle School - student section

Background of interview: 

The students’ interview for Jingying Middle School is taken on 04.12.2015. 

After three weeks communication with Jingying Middle School for the 

research explanation, Jingying Middle School has accepted author inter-

view request on 03.12.2015. According to the visit rule for Jingying Middle 

School, the campus is opened for visitors in every Friday morning from 

9:00 to 12:00. In this condition, the spatial image acquisition and interview 

section have been divided into two half days in two weeks separately. Spa-

tial image acquisition and interview for student section have been set on 

04.12.2015, and interview for teacher section has been set on 09.12.2015.

Because of the intensive learning and teaching schedule for students and 

teachers in grade 3 of senior high school department of Jingying Middle 

School, the author was not allowed to have any contacts with grade 3 stu-

dents and teachers. Instead, the teacher in the office of academic affairs 

from Jingying Middle School has arranged ten students with the headship 

of the class leader in grade 2 of senior high school department to coordinate 

with author’s study. Students haven’t checked the research and interview 

preview the author presented in advance. According to the arrangement of 

school-side, the ten student interviewees have been asked to participate in 

the conversation in a group with one teacher’s observation. Thus, the effect 

of mutual interaction from different interviewees should be considered in 

the evaluation.

Interviewees:

Ten students (4 female and 6 male) are participated in the interview 

04.12.2015. All the ten interviewees are Grade 2 student from senior high 

school department of Jingying Middle School, with the class status of class 

leader.
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1. How to pop up yourself in the environment that students with same work and 

rest schedule?

2. If you can choose your seat in the classroom, where do you want to seat?

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4: 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4: 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

To actively participated in school activities and to cooperate 

with teachers in education, and to show up my unique opinion 

in my study.

To exploit my advantages in the study.

To show up my different opinion in my study.

Making friends.

Making friends.

I don’t want to pop up myself.

I don’t care about pop up or not. All my focus in the study.

To achieve good academic records.

To exploit my advantages in the study and to make good aca-

demic records.

To actively participated in school activities.

Seat of 3 persons in the 3rd or the 4th row in the middle of class.

Seat of 3 persons in the 1st row.

Seat of 3 persons, the seat at the front of the class.

Seat of 3 persons, the seat at the front of the class.

Seat of 3 persons, the seat at the back of the class. Easy for 

talking with others.

Seat of 3 persons, the seat at the back of the class, with more space.

Seat of 3 persons, Seat of 3 persons, the seat in the middle of 

class, which easy to communicate with the teacher during the 

lessons.

Seat of 3 persons in the 3rd or the 4th row in the middle of class, 

which easy to communicate with the teacher during the lessons.

Seat of 3 persons in the 3rd or the 4th row in the middle of 

class, which easy to move out of the classroom and to commu-

nicate with the teacher during the lessons.

Seat of 3 persons, the seat at the front of the class to keep me 

focus on study.
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3. If you can choose your seat in the classroom, where do you want to seat?

Satisfied with:

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4: 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

Unsatisfied with:

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4:

 

Student 5:

 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8:

 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

None.

Back blackboard, students have right to use freely.

None.

None.

None.

None.

None.

None.

None.

Plants in the classroom.

The students sit in the corners nearly see nothing. 

The students sit close to the wall cannot see the blackboard.

None.

The students sit close to the wall cannot see the blackboard. 

So the classroom in my junior high school set the blackboard 

on the side wall.

Dazzling sunlight is disturbing students’ study, but too dark 

after closed the curtains.

None.

The reflected light from the blackboard.

The classrooms in the sun-facing side are hot as an oven. The 

tension environment makes me hard to focus on study.

Crowded. The students sit in the back of classroom have to 

stand up when they are attending to look the backboard.

None.
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4. What kind of student you like to be your desk-mate?

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4: 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

The student with passive attitude on the study.

The student with passive attitude on the study.

Outgoing persons.

The student with the funny characteristic. 

Same-sex with me. Easy-going individuals with kind-hearted, 

so I can talk with her when I am confused.

Silent student, wouldn’t disturb me to study.

Outgoing persons, also passive attitude on the study. The dis-

cussion part of the lesson is crucial.

The student with similar academic records and personality, 

which would become a perfect competitor for me that drive 

me to study harder.

The student with strength major in his / her study, which is the 

weakness of my study. In this case, I can learn from him / her 

and improve myself.

Outgoing persons, also passive attitude on the study.

5. How many desk-mates would be good for you?

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4: 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

Threesome. Easy be distracted in the single seat. Discussion at-

mosphere for the seat in pairs doesn’t work well like threesome’s. 

Too many people for the seat in four.

In pairs or threesome. Crowded in four.

Threesome. I like to sit in the middle of three people.

Threesome. I like to sit in the middle of three people. I can 

learn from each of them.

Threesome. I like to sit in the middle of three people.

Threesome. It is good for discussion.

Threesome. It is good for discussion. We would also help each 

others in life.

Threesome. 

Threesome. It is good for discussion.

Threesome.
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7. How do you release your study pressure?

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4: 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

No respond.

Singing. Chatting with friends.

No respond.

No respond.

Diversion.

Keep optimistic. Chatting with friends.

No respond.

Group-running.

Chatting with friends.

No respond.

6. Do you have confidence for pass Gaokao(National Higher Education Entrance 

Examination)? Where does the confidence come from?

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Student 4:

 

Student 5: 

Student 6: 

Student 7: 

Student 8: 

Student 9: 

Student 10: 

Still working on it. The confidence is coming from the great 

effort for the study of mine. 

No. I am worried about the variety of examination question of 

Gaokao.

Still working on it. The confidence is coming from the great 

effort for the study of mine. Also rely on the psychological 

counselling of head teacher.

Yes. The desire of redounding upon my parents brings the con-

fidence for me.

Yes. The confidence is coming from teachers’ teaching.

No respond.

Still working on it. Keep optimistic.

No respond.

No respond.

No respond.
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Interview report of Jingying Middle School - teacher section

Background of interview: 

The teacher’s interview for Shijiazhuang Jingying Middle School was tak-

en on 09.12.2015. After three weeks communication with Jingying Middle 

School for the research explanation, Jingying Middle School has accept-

ed author interview request on 03.12.2015. According to the visit rule for 

Jingying Middle School, the campus is opened for visitors in every Friday 

morning from 9:00 to 12:00. In this condition, the spatial image acquisition 

and interview section have been divided into two half days in two weeks 

separately. Spatial image acquisition and interview for student section have 

been set on 04.12.2015, and interview for teacher section has been set on 

09.12.2015.

Because of the intensive learning and teaching schedule for students and 

teachers in grade 3 of senior high school department of Jingying Middle 

School, the author was not allowed to have any contacts with grade 3 stu-

dents and teachers. Instead, the teacher in the office of academic affairs 

from Jingying Middle School has arranged ten students and one teacher 

from grade 2 of senior high school department to coordinate with my study. 

Students and teacher haven’t checked the research and interview preview 

the author presented before.

Interviewee:

The interview for teacher section is processed in a small conference room 

in Boya building (the building for students of grade 1 and grade 2 of senior 

high school department for Jingying Middle School), from 09:10 to 09:50, 

09.12.2015.

Qiao. Female. Administrative teacher and P.E. teacher for 

Grade 2 of senior high school department for Jingying Mid-

dle School. Graduated in bachelor degree of P.E. Education 

from Hebei Normal University in 2014, with 1 years teach-

ing experience. She is in charge of students’ disciplines ad-

ministration for whole grade 2 level of 14 classes.
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Qiao: Fourteen classes. I am the administrative teacher for grade 2, the 

major part of my job is to supervise and evaluate students’ disciplines and 

behaviours. 

Qiao: Of course. I evaluate fourteen classes, ten of them are the class of 

natural science and four of them are the class of social science. In general, 

class of natural science occupied more male students than female students, 

which is in direct opposition to the class of social science. The difference of 

class gender proportion would help my to classify the type of class imme-

diately. In general, the discipline performance for the class of social science 

is better than the class of natural science, which indicates that female stu-

dents have much obedience and consciousness than male students.  

Qiao: Certainly, there is a link between discipline and classroom. Usual-

ly, the class with good performance on discipline hanging more positive 

slogans (more than one) than other class. Tidy desks and cleaning indoor 

environment are the standard features for those class with good discipline, 

which provides an ordered study environment for students but avoids stu-

dents be interrupted by unlearning related objects. 

Meanwhile, the performance of student discipline impacts by class collec-

tivity. Class collectivity asks students to think of a group rather than indi-

viduals, and directly affect student discipline performance. Class occupied 

by the students with collectivity awareness would act in a unified way, and 

then a good entire learning atmosphere would be built. Therefore, the class 

collectivity led by student self-consciousness and supervision from others 

have not only contribute a good class discipline but also create an effective 

way to correct student behaviours. 

Also, the headteacher’s working attitude influences student behaviours very 

much. If a headteacher teaches students passionately and detailedly, the dis-

cipline of the classroom is usually good. For instance, hanging slogan in the 

classroom upward and publishing optimistic study attitude to students.  

1. How many classes have you supervised today?

2. Have you compare with the two classrooms before?

3. How do you think is there any connection between discipline and classroom?
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Qiao: In this school, headteacher is asked to arrange the seat follow the 

rule of “setting the seat-mate for every three students, and set up a study 

group for every six students between fore-and-aft rows”. Regularly, each 

classroom holds seventy students approximately and divides into eleven 

study groups. Headteacher would appoint one student to be the team lead-

er to lead other five students, who the student with the highest academic 

record in the group. In this mode, the competition between different groups 

and competition for the members inside of the group have been built. The 

students seating in the first three rows have better discipline performance 

since teacher’s supervision.

Qiao: There is no particular area for good academic records students.

Qiao: Yes. For the reason of correcting students’ behaviours and improving 

their academic record, few parents have asked me to change student’s seat 

from the back of the classroom to the first three rows, which the area under 

teacher’s supervision.

Qiao: The students in the back of classroom would draw my attention most, 

which is the area usually neglect by academic teachers. Also, I would keep 

my eyes open on the regular undisciplined students.

Qiao: Crowded is the biggest problem in the classroom, which leads the 

problems of a narrow aisle in classroom and blackboard invisible for stu-

dents seating in the back. From the perspective of discipline supervision 

and student management for mine, the rational students amount for each 

classroom should be around forty students.

4. Is there any connection between seats and disciplines?

5. Where are the good-mark students seats?

6. Do any student’s parent have asked to change the seat in a particular position?

7. Which part of classroom / area of students draw you attention most?

8. Are you satisfied with your classrooms? Why? Why not?
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Qiao: Yes, I think so. There is a quantitative management for textbooks 

height on the desk in our school, and textbooks should be under 10cm. Tidy 

of the classroom also belongs to a part of supervision.

Qiao: There are two monitors in each classroom. I don’t use the monitors 

frequently but walking in the classroom to supervise and correct students’ 

bad behaviours instead. Comparing with observing students from a screen, 

to monitor the students face to face have many advantages. Firstly, the de-

gree of jurisdiction for teachers are stronger than a machine, the fear of the 

students is the teacher behind the monitor. For instance, the students would 

adjust their behaviours and subject discipline directly once they meet me. 

Secondly, to administer student who brokes discipline at real time in public 

space, such like in classroom and corridor in teaching building, would pro-

vide a caution example and give a warming for other students.

Qiao: No. There are two monitors in every classroom with 360-degree ro-

tation camera. 

Qiao: Yes. The quantitative management for students’ appearance could 

avoid the phenomenon of comparisons of students and ganging-up partisan 

effectively. Students have to wear the uniform in all day, brand clothes and 

accessories are not allowed, for example, Adidas or Nike sneakers. Strict 

administration for hairstyle also creates an intense atmosphere for stu-

dents, brush cut for all male students and short hair for all female students. 

No earring for all students.

Qiao: There is a strong connection. The strict disciplines led by quantitative 

management as much as detailed supervision has built a tensive environment

9. How do you think students using the books as shelter from your observation?

10. How many time do you check classroom monitor per week?

12. Is there any dead angle for monitor in classroom?

13. Is there any regulation for students’ appearance?

14. Is there any connection between disciplines and academic records?
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for students, which forbids students to do any unlearning related activities 

but focus on study merely. According to the rules of the school, students have 

to spend most of their time and energy on the study as scheduled. As the re-

sult, the students’ effort would reflect on their increasing academic records.

Qiao: Yes. Scantily clad is not allowed for teachers. For instance, no A-shirt or 

shorts for male, and no tank-top or mini skirt for female. 

15. Is there any regulation for teachers’ appearance?
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