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About the report
This report is produced by the Aalto sustainability team 
to give a holistic overview of Aalto University´s efforts 
towards making a better world. The compilation would
not have been possible without the co-operation of
all Aalto schools and service units, especially our library,
the unit for Policy and Foresight and Campus and
Facility services. Aalto University Properties, the 
Aalto Student Union and other stakeholders have also 
contributed to the report. Hermai Services´ Markku 
Anttonen has put his effort for two months into collecting 
and refining the data with me and the other collaborators.
 
For collecting and editing data during this second round 
of reporting, we used wiki.aalto.fi. So far it seems to have 
been a success, and the engagement of our community 
has been a joy to follow. The reliability and coverage of 
the data needs to be carefully examined. So far, our report 
has not been audited by a third party. Instead, it has been 
analysed and approved by the Academic Roundtable of 
Sustainability and the Sustainable Campus Board. These 
expert and knowledgeable bodies will do their best to 
validate and balance the report.
 
However, in the end it is not the reporting that counts but 
our commitment and effort to deliver on our promise. 
I thank you all for your co-operation and support; our 
sustainability journey will continue – together.

Meri Löyttyniemi
Senior Advisior, Aalto sustainability

Dear reader,

Aalto University’s mission is to build a better world and 
a stronger Finland, and sustainability is at the core of 
this mission. It is an essential part of what and how we 
conduct research, study and teach, and it determines the 
kind of impact that our scientific, artistic and educational 
activities will have on the society around us. Our intention 
is to integrate sustainability into all our teaching and 
research by 2015 and become Finland’s leading sustainable 
university campus by 2020. Responsibility is also one 
of the core values guiding how we work as an academic 
community and our impact on society.

By joining the International Sustainable Campus Network 
(ISCN), we have committed ourselves to sustainability 
reporting, which allows us to monitor how we should 
proceed on our path towards a more sustainable university. 
The discussion on how sustainability should be defined 
within a university context is an on-going one and we are 
glad to be a part of it. 

Warm thanks to all the stakeholders, faculty, staff and 
students who have contributed to this report and taken 
steps with us towards making a better world. 

Tuula Teeri
President, Aalto University
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Executive summary

This sustainability report provides an overview of Aalto 
University´s sustainability targets and initiatives in 2013. 
Aalto University is a multi-disciplinary scientific and 
arts community where technology, business and design 
meet. In this report, Aalto´s sustainability activities are 
divided based on the three main reporting principles of the 
International Sustainable Campus Network (ISCN).

Chapter 1 describes the direct impact of campus buildings 
and procurement on sustainability in most of Aalto’s 
locations in Finland.  Energy, electricity, water use and 
waste figures, as well as the most significant procurement 
groups, are listed. In 2013, changes in internal space 
allocation improved the efficiency of the use of premises 
(10 500 m2 vacated), an energy-saving team was formed 
and a number of energy-saving activities were carried out 
and a number of investments were made. The proportion 
of green energy grew to 50% of all electricity purchased by 
Aalto University Properties Ltd. 

Chapter 2 covers campus-wide master planning and 
transportation solutions. The main initiatives in 2013 
were the architectural competition Campus 2015, 
providing staff with electric vehicles and campus bikes, 
and opening a gardening area in the main campus at 
Otaniemi. 

Chapter 3 discusses the most important output of the 
university, namely its research, teaching and societal 
impact. As one of its major initiatives, the Aalto Energy 
Efficiency Research Program continued to make 

contributions throughout the year and the university was 
granted funding for six more projects, meaning that there 
are now in total nine ongoing research projects dealing 
with sustainability. The report also shows the number of 
Bachelor’s and Master’s theses and doctoral dissertations 
that have been completed, and the programmes on 
sustainability are listed with selected examples. As 
an improvement to the previous report, statistics are 
provided on research articles and projects, conference 
proceedings and chapters in academic books. Search 
words for sustainability reporting were revised during 
2013 by the academic community and the main library. 
Outreach activities continued in national and global 
networks. The Nordic Sustainable Campus Network, 
led by Aalto University, grew to cover 34 Nordic higher 
education institutions.

Chapter 4 lists university’s resources for sustainability 
work. The reporting process is led by Aalto’s sustainability 
activities and both internal and external stakeholders are 
involved. The report complements the annual reporting 
and it is targeted for all stakeholders and members of 
the Aalto community.  In 2013, two working groups for 
sustainability reporting and target setting were organised 
at Aalto. The Sustainable Campus Board (SCB) focuses 
on the direct and indirect impacts of the campus, while 
the Academic Roundtable for Sustainability (ARfS) 
concentrates on academic and outreach activities. While 
exclusive sustainability resources at the university level 
are limited, the amount of expertise involved and the 
willingness to contribute are huge.
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Introduction to Aalto University

Aalto University is a multidisciplinary scientific and arts 
community where technology, business and the arts meet. 
It was founded in 2010, when the Helsinki University of 
Technology, the Helsinki School of Economics and the 
University of Art and Design Helsinki were merged. Aalto 
consists of six schools:

• School of Arts, Design and Architecture
• School of Business
• School of Chemical Technology
• School of Electrical Engineering
• School of Engineering
• School of Science

Mission, values, strategy

Aalto University works towards a better world through 
top-quality research, interdisciplinary collaboration 
and pioneering education by surpassing traditional 
boundaries and enabling renewal. The national mission 
of the university is to support Finland’s success, to 
contribute to Finnish society and its internationalisation 
and competitiveness, and to promote the welfare of its 
people. Our vision is that the best will connect and with 
one another succeed at Aalto University, an institution 
internationally recognised for the impact of its science, art 
and learning.

Research, teaching and learning and impactful interaction 
with society are the core elements of Aalto University.
Our strategy is based on our values: passion for 
exploration, freedom to be creative and critical, courage 
to influence and excel, responsibility to accept, care and 
inspire, and integrity, openness and equality.
Read more at: www.aalto.fi/en/about/strategy/

Espoo, Helsinki metropolitan area
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Activities

We conduct top-level research at 6 schools, in 36 
departments and in numerous research units. We educate 
Bachelor’s degree students, Master’s degree students and 
doctors in the fields of science and technology, business 
and economics, arts, and architecture. We also offer Open 
University studies.

Personnel: 5000 employees, 370 of whom are professors.

Students: 20 000 students, 3 500 of whom are doctoral 
students. There are 2 300 foreign students.

Number of graduates each year: 170 with doctoral 
degrees, 1 200 with Master’s degrees, 1 400 with Bachelor’s 
degrees. In addition, there are 340 MBA or EMBA 
graduates.

Alumni: 80 000

Location: Finland, Northern Europe. The main campus, 
“Otaniemi”, and  two other campuses, “Töölö” and “Arabia”, 
are located in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. The School 
of Arts, Design and Architecture will move from the Arabia 
campus to the main campus in 2016.  Other domestic 
locations included in the report are Kirkkonummi, Lahti, 
Mikkeli, Pori and Vaasa. Additionally, there are activities 
and units abroad and in Finland (Manor of Sannäs, city of 
Porvoo). These are not included in this report.

Units abroad: Aalto-Tongji Design Factory is located 
in Shanghai. There are Design Factory concepts also 
in Melbourne, Australia and in Chile. Aalto University 
Executive Education Ltd (Aalto EE) offers executive 
development services in Finland as well as in Poland, 
Sweden, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, China and 
Indonesia.

Ownership and organisation

Aalto University is a foundation-based university. The 
capital of the university foundation was formed as a 
result of 700 million euros in donations. This capital 
was accumulated in stages between 2008 and 2010 and 
it consisted of a government donation of 500 million 
euros and donations of 200 million euros from Finnish 
industries and other financiers.The executive bodies at 
the university level are the Board, the President and the 
Academic Affairs Committee. Aalto University has three 
vice presidents. More info and an organisational chart can 
be found at: aalto.fi/en/about/organization

Tuition fees and scholarships

For the intake of 2014 students, no tuition fees will be 
charged.Students are expected to cover all living expenses 
(appr. 800 euros per month) More information at: 
2013.aalto.fi/en/studies/about/for_future_student/
financing

Related reports and links

Aalto key figures and annual reports:
aalto.fi/en/about/reports_and_statistics

Other Aalto reports, including sustainability 
perspectives:

• School of Business, Principles of Responsible 
Management: biz.aalto.fi/en/about/sustainability

• Aalto BIZ latest SIP report; sharing information on 
progress: www.unprme.org/sharing-information-on-
progress/index.php

• Aalto HR / Annual review of human resources (in 
Finnish only, available at www.aalto.fi/fi/about/
reports_and_statistics)

• Aalto report on societal impact to FINHEEC (in 
Finnish)

• Accessibility strategy: aalto.fi/fi/about/strategy/
accessibility

• Dipoli Congress Centre at Otaniemi campus; WWF 
Green Office: wwf.fi/en/our-earth/green-office

Aalto University Properties Ltd: www.aaltonet.fi

Aalto University Student Union: www.ayy.fi  
annual report issuu.com/studentunionayy

http://aalto.fi/en/about/organization
http://2013.aalto.fi/en/studies/about/for_future_student/financing/
http://2013.aalto.fi/en/studies/about/for_future_student/financing/
http://www.aalto.fi/en/about/reports_and_statistics/
http://biz.aalto.fi/en/about/sustainability/
http://www.unprme.org/sharing-information-on-progress/index.php
http://www.unprme.org/sharing-information-on-progress/index.php
http://www.aalto.fi/fi/about/reports_and_statistics/
http://www.aalto.fi/fi/about/reports_and_statistics/
http://www.aalto.fi/fi/about/strategy/accessibility/
http://www.aalto.fi/fi/about/strategy/accessibility/
https://wwf.fi/en/our-earth/green-office/
http://www.aaltonet.fi/
http://www.ayy.fiwww.aalto.fi/en/about/reports_and_statistics/
http://issuu.com/studentunionayy
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Annual schedule of sustainability reporting

Jan

Feb

March

April

May

JuneJuly

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

•  ISCN report, gathering basic data (December-February)

           •  Annual reporting, authorities (January-March)

      •  Strategy reporting, updating strategy implementation  
          plan (February)

              •  Sustainability info for financial annual report 
                  (February)

                                 •  President´s management team, PMT (April)
                     Management review/sustainability activities, 
                     ISCN report

                •  Meetings of 
                     Academic Roundtable for Sustainability and 
                     Sustainable Campus Board; accepting the 

report 
                              •  Aalto University Foundation Board, annual report  

           and financial statements, strategic decisions 
        (March-April)

  •  ISCN report delivered to ISCN (April), published in www

(ISCN report; ultimate deadline at beginning of June)

• Resource dialogues between 
president and the schools  
(October-November)

• Optional: meetings of Aalto 
sustainability boards

• ”Academic Roundtable” and 
”Sustainable Campus Board” 
meeting: target setting,  thematic 
work for the coming year  
(August-September-October)

Aalto 
ISCN 
report

Figure 1.  Annual clock for Aalto reporting procedures

Aalto University strategy

Vision

Goal

Universal 
mission

Core 
strategies 
and KPIs

Strategic enablers

Culture built on 
common values

The best connect and succeed at Aalto University, an institution 
internationally recognised for the impact of its science, art and learning.

A world-class university by 2020

Contributions to a better world National
mission

Competitiveness and 
welfare of Finland

Original, 
impactful,

interdiciplinary

Students in focus, 
a new learning 

culture and 
approaches

Art, architecture and
design as key drivers 
for improving living

environments

Adding value throug 
entrepreneurship, 

business liaison and 
societal interactions

Research 
excellence

Pioneering
education

Trend-
setting art

Societal
impact

Leadership; Internationalisation; Services; Infrastructure

Passion; Courage; Freedom; Responsibility; Integrity
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Figure3.  Academic Roundtable for Sustainability and Sustainable Campus Board

Stakeholders contributing to sustainability report

Figure 2.  Data collection for the ISCN report, key units and responsibilities

Sustainability reporting, working groups

Sustainability reporting to different 
stakeholders (Ministry of Education & 
Culture, FINHEEC, accreditations, 
inquiries, media, etc.)

Aalto 
Univ.Properties

Ltd., annual
report

Responsibility of ISCN reporting: Campus and facility services 
(co-operating with finance, foresight & policy and communication) 

Executive Board of Aalto University Foundation, annual report
Sustainability reporting as part of annual reporting

AYY Student
Union, annual

report

Delivering
information

Delivering
information

ISCN principle 1
Campus, infrastructure
(direct impact of
buildings, etc.)

ISCN principle 2
Campus-wide planning
and target setting
(also indirect impact)

ISCN principle 3
Integration of teaching,
research and facilities
(outreach)

Gathering data from Aalto schools and service units

Campus & 
facility

services

Useof space
Hazard.waste
Indoor air

Procurement
Safety

Implementati
on of campus 

vision
(use of land, 

planning, 
mobilityand 

traffic, 
construction, 
recycling, etc.) 

Campus 
planningand 
interaction

with the 
academic
community

Human 
resources

HR basic info 
(number of 

staff, 
absences, 

staff mobility, 
distance work, 

opinionpolls,
etc.)

Equality, 
gender
issues, 

minorities

Restaurant 
services

Development
projects

IT

IT & tele-
equipment

(procurement
 energy,

paper,  etc.)

Supporting
sustainable

ways of 
working

Development
projects

Aalto 
University 
Properties

Energy, 
water, waste, 
CO2, user
opinions, 
indoorair

City-planning, 
solutions for 

mobility

Campus 
buildings

, 

planningand 
constructing

R&D projects

Aalto 
Student
Union

Basic info on 
student

community

Participatory
planning with 

university 

Environmental
strategy, 
sense of 

community, 
sustainable
practices

Other
facilities

Information
obtained
from e.g. 
Varma & 
Senate 

Properties

Arabia
Kirkkonummi

Lahti
Mikkeli

Pori
Vaasa

Excluded:
Sannäs
Aalto EE

, ,

Foresight
and policy

Qualitywork

Strategic 
planning

annual clock

Mgmt.
information

services (MIS)

Societal
impact

Library and 
supportive
units for 

teaching& 
research

Basic 
numbers
(student

intake, ETCS, 
etc.)

Accessibilitty

Information
and support
for teaching
& research

on 
responsibility

& 
sustainability

issues

r

Schools, 
other

service units

Responsible
(daily) 

practices in 
education & 
research

Societal
interaction, 
company
projects, 
alumni

Contentsof 
research and 
teaching (e.g. 

PRME)

Development
projects with 
companies
and cities

Financial 
services

Financial 
information

Procurement
network

Sustainability
principles, 
resources
(staff,etc.)

Responsible
investments

President́ s management team (PMT)

Aalto University mission and values
strategy

Strategy action plans
(updated annually)

Research and educational issues
• Chair: vice president, academic affairs
• Vice chair: director, policy and foresight
• Other members: representatives from the

schools , service units and student union

Meeting schedule: twice a year, March and October.
Additional meetings when needed.

Tasks:
• Accepting the ISCN report (principle 3, 

research and education and outreach)
• Deciding thematic focus areas
• Target setting

Campus, services, reporting, resources
• Chair: director, finance
• Vice chair: director, communications
• Other members: representatives from the 
schools, service units and students

Meeting schedule: twice a year, March and 
October. Additional meetings when needed.

Focus areas: campus, services, reporting, 
resources, communications.

Tasks:
• Accepting the ISCN report (principle 1 and 2)
• Deciding thematic focus areas
• Target setting
• Resources

Interaction; 
ISCN report , 

goals, activities
Producing the report,

coordination:

senior advisor for 
sustainability

President and PMT
(review, ISCN report March-April 2013)

Aalto University Sustainability
Action Plan
(updated every 3 years)

Implementation plans, 
spring term: strategy dialogue
fall term: resource dialogue
(updated annually)

Aalto University Foundation Board

1. Academic Roundtable for 
Sustainability

2. Sustainable Campus Board
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Principle 1 
Sustainability Performance of Buildings on Campus

Management approach to topics of principle 1

University infrastructures include the premises, devices, 
equipment, materials and services needed to support 
academic achievement. Aalto University’s infrastructure 
and services are of a high quality and fit for purpose. They 
are being developed with a long-term perspective, cost-
effectively and following the principles of sustainable 
development. 

Our intention is to be Finland’s leading sustainable 
university campus by 2020. 

In June 2011, the Aalto University Board decided that 
the main campus of Aalto University will be located in 
Otaniemi, Espoo. Centralising operations will create the 

ISCN Principle 1: To demonstrate respect for nature 
and society, sustainability considerations should be 
an integral part of planning, construction, renovation, 
and operation of buildings on campus. 

A sustainable campus infrastructure is governed by a 
respect for natural resources and social responsibility, 
and it embraces the principle of a low carbon economy. 
Concrete goals embodied in individual buildings can 
include minimising environmental impacts (such as 

energy and water consumption or waste), furthering 
equal access (such as nondiscrimination against the 
disabled), and optimising the integration of the built 
and natural environments. To ensure that buildings on 
campus meet these goals in the long term, and in a 
flexible manner, useful processes include participatory 
planning (integrating end-users such as faculty, staff, 
and students) and life-cycle costing (taking into account 
future cost savings from sustainable construction).

Our Students
Creating a world-class student learning 
 experience that engages and offers freedom of 
choice requires that we bring undergraduates 
together at a single site.

Our Economy
Aalto’s investment priority will always be our 
people, not our walls. Therefore, even as we 
develop, expenditures on campus facilities 
should remain at around the same level as they 
are today. This requires that we focus resources 
and share facilities.

Our Community 
interactions with society are supported through 
an open and vibrant centralised campus that 
provides opportunities for people with different 
backgrounds and interests to meet one another.

Our People
Co-location enables connections between 
researchers that stimulate the production and 
sharing of new knowledge.

Sustainable unified campus

prerequisites for a high-quality, inspiring and versatile 
learning environment where students truly have the 
opportunity to make choices. The centralised campus 
supports ground-breaking research and artistic activities 
by enabling versatile and active forms of interaction. Aalto 
University will also maintain a visible presence in central 
Helsinki as well as in other national and international 
locations as required by our strategic partnerships and 
collaborations. In addition to the campus decision, the 
guidelines and vision for campus development were also 
agreed on. The campus solution will be planned carefully 
to make efficient use of limited resources and to lower the 
environmental impact.
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Key Performance Indicators for Infrastructure:
• The ratio of investment in versus depreciation of 

research and the educational infrastructure
• Customer satisfaction with respect to infrastructure 

services
• Number of national- and international-level research 

infrastructures
• Functionality and the efficiency of the use of facilities

Main initiatives  / 2013

• Internal rent change continued for more efficient 
use of space

• TETS energy saving plan (Aalto University 
Properties Ltd.); -6% savings in electricity by 
2016, strong focus on energy saving activities, 
listed in 1.1.2

• Infoscreens launched by Aalto University 
Properties in Otaniemi and Töölö, 12 sites in 
total. Screens indicate, e.g. energy consumption 
figures and public transportation schedules for 
particular buildings.

• Improvement of recycling and waste facilities 
and information dissemination continued

• updating of aalto.fi/recycle and aalto.fi/
ecocampus websites

• Campus development & Campus 2015: reported 
in principle 2

• Sustainable Campus Board (SCB) started its 
activities, 2 meetings in 2013

Figure 4.  Relative size of the campus (m2)

Figure 5.  Division of personnel per campus (%)

1
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0
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0

43
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00

30 000
Otaniemi Campus

Töölö Campus

Arabia Campus

Other locations

Otaniemi, Espoo

Töölö, Helsinki

Arabia, Helsinki

Other locations

2
%

80
%

9%

9%

Campus figures are listed in the following 
order:

•  Otaniemi, appr. 235 000 m2 GIA,  
(mostly owned by Aalto University Properties Ltd.) 

•  Töölö campus, appr. 30 000 m2 GIA,  
(mostly owned by Aalto University Properties Ltd.)

•  Arabia campus, appr. 43 000 m2 GIA,  
(property owner Varma Mutual Pension Insurance 
Company) and

•  Other locations, appr. 10 000 m2 GIA, (Kirkkonummi, 
Lahti, Mikkeli, Pori, Vaasa)
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Campus Location (property owner)

Sum / 
Aalto GIA 

(gross 
internal 
area) m2 

Sum /GEA 
(gross ex-

ternal area) 
m² 

User 
other-

than Aalto 
University 
NUA m²

Direct  
heating Electricity Water Waste

Otaniemi 
Campus

Aalto University Properties 
Ltd  205 838   295 576.90*  14 990   ● ● ● ●

Dipoli (AYY, Aalto University 
Student Union)  9 272    12 448    444   ● ● ● ●

Keilaranta 10 (CSC)  463    758   – – – –

Aalto Inn, Otaranta 4  3 313    4 734   – ● ● ●

Tietotie 3/Micronova, Senate 
Properties  6 959    28 879    12 744   – – – –

Miestentie 3, Sponda Plc  6 576    6 793   – – – –

Falcon Gentti, Technopo-
lis Oyj  6 836    12 923   – – – –

Otaniemi 
Sum 239 256 362 112 28 178

Töölö 
Campus

Aalto University Properties 
Ltd  23 526    32 147   ● ● ● ●

Arkadiankatu 28 (KY)  2 734    4 230   ● ● ● ●

Economicum (Univ.of Hel-
sinki investment fund)  535    3 593    2 379   – – – –

Helecon library (HYY)  2 183    2 641   – – – –

Technopolis Oyj  981    1 573    309   – – – –

Töölö Sum  29 960    44 184    2 688   –

Arabia
Hämeentie 153 (Arabian yrit-
ystalo Holding Oy)  649    649   

Hämeentie 135 (Varma Mu-
tual Pension Insurance Com-
pany)  42 506    50 570   ● ● ● ●

Arabia Sum  43 155    51 219   

Other 
locations

Kirkkonummi Aalto Univer-
sity Properties Ltd  834    961   **● ● own well ●

Mikkeli  2 409    2 409   **● ● ● –

Lahti  1 156    1 883    627   – ● ● –

Vaasa  580    580   – – – –

Pori 1  371    371   – – – –

Pori 2  191    191   – – – –

Mäkkylä Storage Espoo, Sen-
ate Properties  110   – – – –

Konala Storage Helsinki, 
Sponda Plc  4 399    4 583   ● ● ● –

Other 
locations 
Sum  10 050    10 978    627   

*17818m2, Otakaari 1, wings under renovation are included in figures.        

**From Kirkkonummi and Mikkeli campus  no: data from direct heating costs, they are charged in the rent.

Table 1. Availability of campus consumption figures. 

● data available
–  no data
text data on, why  consumption figures are not monitored
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Otaniemi Campus

Aalto main campus
• School of Chemical Technology (CHEM)
• School of Electrical Engineering (ELEC)
• School of Engineering (ENG)
• School of Science (SCI)
• School of Arts, Design and Architecture  
   (ARTS, also at the Arabia Campus)

The consumption figures for Otaniemi cover 88% of the 
square metres in use.

Buildings owned by Aalto University Properties Ltd are 
on real-time energy measurement.

Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key Initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.1 Resource use

 

Building infrastr., absolute num-
bers (space): 240 000 m2 GEA

(N.B.! In this first report, data 
were only available from facilities 
owned by Aalto University Prop-
erties Ltd)

All building Infrastr. at Otaniemi in GIA, 
gross internal area: 

239 256 m2 (and gross external area, GEA, 
362 112 m2 )

In this report, the consumption figures of 
Otaniemi are provided by facilities of Aalto 
University Properties Ltd (including Aalto 
Inn, Otaranta 4), covering  209 151 m2 GIA 
(300 311 m2 GEA). The explanation for big 
difference between GIA and GEA figures is 
renovation of the building “Otakaari 1”, cov-
ering almost 18 000 m2. The consumption 
figures cannot be separated between the dif-
ferent wings of this building.
Additionally, information was  available from 
the following facilities:

• Dipoli Congress Centre: 9272 m2 GIA (12 
448 m2 GEA)

• Konala Storage in Helsinki owned by Spon-
da, 4399 m2 GIA (4583m2 GEA) 

• All Otaniemi facilities and available data 
are listed in Table 1, page xxx.

All together, 317 750 m2 GEA (88% of Ota-
niemi facilities) used for measured and nor-
malised consumption.

Dipoli Congress Centre (almost 10 000 m2) in Otaniemi 
has had an environmental programme, WWF Green Office, 
since 2004. Data (energy, water, waste, activities) are 
gathered annually and quantitative targets are set. Dipoli´s 
annual Green Office report is audited by WWF Finland 
every three years. More information at: dipoli.aalto.fi/en/
about/green_office/
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Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.1.1 Direct 
heating 

TETS energy ef-
ficiency action 
plan for office 
premises (Aalto 
University 
Properties Ltd.), 
see short sum-
mary after this 
table.

Total consumption:
Otaniemi: 49 283.70 MWh/a

Measured consumption: 43 331 MWh/a
Normalised consumption: 49 094 MWh/a

1.1.2 Energy/
electricity

-6% savings in 
electricity by 
2016

Energy efficien-
cy plan created 
and approved.

Total consumption:
135.25 kWh/m2/a
Relative consumption
33 831 MWh/a

Total consumption:
Otaniemi: 34.1 MWh/a
Relative consumption
150.4kwh/m2/a

1.1.3 Water Not defined yet.

Water consump-
tion reported for 
the first time in 
a holistic way.

Total consumption: 135 700 m3/a
Relative consumption: 0.5m3/
m2/a

Total consumption: 123 750 m3/a
Relative Consumption: 0.38 m3/m2/a 

1.2 Waste, recycling, local emissions, and non-compliance

Priority 
topics

Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.2.1 CO2 
emissions Not defined.

Not calculated for waste / incin-
eration

1.2.2 Waste/
mixed

To prevent un-
necessary waste. 
Decrease the 
amount of waste 
to landfill.

Recycling waste properly, espe-
cially during removals.
Reusing office furniture and of-
fice supplies; creating recycling 
points. Collection campaign for 
old table phones. Promoting the 
Otaniemi Recycling Center, run 
by students for reusing materi-
als.
Internal reuse of banderols, pal-
lets ,etc.
aalto.fi/recycle and aalto.fi/eco-
campus websites updated and 
re-launched. 
Improvement of recycling facili-
ties continued, with one pilot 
building being Otakaari 1 (de-
veloping its own design for recy-
cling bins).
The need for updating is con-
stant. For instance, in 2013 the 
recycling of printer cassettes 
was changed by agreement.

For detailed information, see 
the Aalto ISCN 2012 report, 
Table 4 on page 16

For detailed information, see 
Table 4 on page 20.

1.2.3 Waste/ 
recycled

Increase recy-
cling.

Improvement of recycling facili-
ties continued, with one pilot 
building being Otakaari 1 (de-
veloping its own design for recy-
cling bins).

The need for updating is con-
stant. For instance, in 2013 the 
recycling of printer cassettes 
was changed by agreement.

For detailed information, see 
the Aalto ISCN 2012 report, 
Table 4 on page 16.

Aalto recycling signs were cre-
ated and distributed to all cam-
puses; delivery will continue.

Second generation of recycling 
stickers were produced with 
Unigrafia. The first material was 
not ideal for the purpose.

1.2.4 Waste/
hazardous

Hazardous waste 
will be handled 
according to the 
existing regula-
tions.

For detailed information, see 
the Aalto ISCN 2012 report, 
Table 4 on page 16.

List of persons responsible for 
handling hazardous waste pub-
lished on the Aalto intranet.

For waste figures, see Table 4 on 
page 20

Nomination of  safety advisor 
(“turvalli suus neu von antaja ”) 
and re-organisation of hazard-
ous waste-related activities. 
Plan and nomination was ap-
proved by finance director at the 
end of 2013.
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Töölö Campus, Helsinki

School of Business (BIZ)

The consumption figures for Töölö cover 79% of the 
square meters in use.

Buildings owned by Aalto University Properties Ltd are 
on real-time energy measurement

 Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics Objectives and targets Key Initiatives  Performance 2012 Performance 2013 

1.1 Resource 
use

 

Baseline 2011/2012

Building infrastr., absolute 
numbers (space):
31 000 m2

N.B.! In this first report, 
data were only available 
from facilities owned by 
Aalto University Proper-
ties Ltd.

Performance 2013

All building infrastr. at 
Töölö, net usable area/
NUA:
29 960 m2 (44 184 m2 
GEA)
In this report, consump-
tion figures for Töölö are 
provided by the facilities 
owned by Aalto University 
Properties Ltd, covering
23 526 m2 NUA ( 32 147 m2 
GEA). This amount is 79% 
of all Töölö facilities.
All Töölö facilities and 
available data are listed in 
Table 1, page 12.

1.1.1 Direct 
heating 

  

TETS energy efficiency action 
plan for office premises (Aalto 
University Properties Ltd.), see 
short summary after this table.

Measured consumption: 5 
115.20 MWH/a

Measured consumption:
3 967 MWh/a
Normalised consumption:
4 448 MWh/a

1.1.2 Energy/
electricity

-6% savings in electricity 
by 2016

Energy efficiency team started 
by Aalto University Properties, 
supported by Aalto sustainabil-
ity, campus and facility services, 
AUS and IT. Activities:

•Energy saving analysis & invest-
ments
•LED lights changed to 
Maarintalo in September
•Energy education for house 
responsables and doormen, four 
occasions in 2013
•WWF Earth Hour celebrated in 
March
•National energy saving week 
celebrated in October
•Energy blog published: blogs.
aalto.fi/energiaa

Total consumption:
Töölö: 2 201 MWh/a
Relative consumption:
2 015.1 kWh/person/a
57.5 kWh/m2/a

Total consumption:
Töölö: 2.0 MWh/a
Relative consump-
tion:46.94 kWh/m2/a
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1.1.3 Water Not defined yet.
Water consumption reported for 
the first time in a holistic way.

Total and relative con-
sumption were reported 
only as a whole for the 
Otaniemi and Töölö Cam-
puses

Total consumption: 3 200 
m3/a

Relative consumption: 
0.75 m3/m2/a

Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics Objectives and targets Key Initiatives  Performance 2012 Performance 2013 

1.2 Waste, recycling, local emissions, and non-compliance

1.2.1 CO2 emis-
sions Not defined yet.

Not calculated for waste / 
incineration

1.2.2 Waste/
mixed

To prevent unneces-
sary waste. Decrease 
the amount of waste to 
landfill.

Recycling waste properly, espe-
cially during removals.

Reusing office furniture and of-
fice supplies; creating recycling 
points. Collection campaign for 
old table phones. 

Internal reuse of banderols, pal-
lets, etc.

For detailed information, 
see Table 4 on page 20. 
(Aalto ISCN 2012!).

For detailed information 
on the Töölö campus, see 
table no. 4 on page 20.

1.2.3 Waste/ 
recycled Increase recycling.

aalto.fi/recycle and aalto.fi/eco-
campus websites updated and 
re-launched. 

Improvement of recycling facili-
ties continued. 

Need for updating is constant. 
For instance, in 2013 the recy-
cling of printer cassettes was 
changed by agreement.

For detailed information, 
see table no.4 on page 16 
(Aalto ISCN 2012!).

Aalto recycling signs were 
created and distributed to 
all campuses, delivery will 
continue.

Second generation of re-
cycling stickers were pro-
duced with Unigrafia. The 
first material was not ideal 
for the purpose.

1.2.4 Waste/
hazardous

Hazardous waste will be 
handled according to the 
existing regulations.

For detailed information, 
see Table 4 on page 16 
(Aalto ISCN 2012!).

List of persons responsi-
ble for handling hazardous 
waste published on the 
Aalto intranet.

For waste figures, see 
Table 4 on page 20.

Nomination of  safety 
advisor (“turvallisuus-
neuvonantaja ”) and re-
organisation of hazardous 
waste-related activities. 
Plan and nomination was 
approved by finance direc-
tor at the end of 2013.

Twelve infoscreens, 
installed  in 2013 
by Aalto University 
Properties in 
Otaniemi and Töölö, 
indicate energy 
consumption and 
public transportation 
schedules.



AALTO SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2013 / ISCN  17

Arabia Campus, Helsinki

School of Arts, Design and Architecture (ARTS), also 
facilities in Otaniemi

The consumption figures for the Arabia Campus were 
obtained from both buildings, Hämeentie 135 & 153.

Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.1 Resource use

 
Building infrastr. at in Arabia, 
absolute numbers (space):  
43 000 m2

Building infrastr. at in Arabia, 
gross internal area GIA: 43 
155 m2

1.1.1 Direct heating 

Total consumption:  
7 224 MWh/m2/a

Relative consumption:
163.54 kWh/m2/a

Total consumption:
6 144 MWh/m2/a 

Relative consumption: 
142.89 kWh/m2/a

1.1.2 Energy/electric-
ity

Total consumption:
3 102 MWh/a

Relative consumption:
70.22 kWh/m2/a

Total consumption: 
2.365 MWh/a 

Relative consumption: 
55.00 kWh/m2/a

1.1.3 Water

Total consumption:
29 545 m3/a

Relative consumption:
0.67 m3/ m3/a

Total consumption: 
29 523 m3/a 

Relative consumption: 
0.69 m3/ m2/a

1.2 Waste, recycling, local emissions, and non-compliance

1.2.1 CO2 emissions Not calculated. Not calculated.

1.2.2 Waste, mixed

Improvement of recycling 
facilities and information 
dissemination
• Updated version of the 

environmental manage-
ment programme 

247.51 tn/a

• State of the environment 
management -event, organ-
ised  summer 2012 

For waste figures, see Table 4 
on page 18.

1.2.3 Waste, recycled

Some of the recycling 
signs were renewed at 
Aalto, more bins acquired

Electric appliances, comput-
ers, etc.
 
6.79 tn For waste figures, see Table 4 

on page 20.

1.2.4 Waste, hazardous 16.7 tn 7.9 tn
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Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.1 Resource use

Building infrastr., absolute num-
bers (space) 10 000 m2 Building infrastr., 10 050 m2 NUA

1.1.1 Direct  
heating 

It is not possible to obtain data on 
direct heating costs for the Kirk-
konummi facilities, because they are 
included in the rent.

It is not possible to obtain data on 
direct heating costs for either the 
Kirkkonummi or Mikkeli facili-
ties, because they are included in 
the rent.

1.1.2 Energy/
electricity

Kirkkonummi(radio telescope):
• Total consumption: 222 824 

kWh/a,  
• 2.2% reduction compared to 2011
• Relative consumption 
     278.53 kWh/m2/a

Lahti: 
• Total consumption of electricity 

60 723.6kWh/a
• Relative consumption 38.51 kWh/

m2/a  (60 723.6kWh:1577 m2)

Other locations: information not 
delivered.

Kirkkonummi (radio telescope):
• Total consumption: 221 813 

kWh/a,
• 0.4% reduction compared to 2012.
• Relative consumption: 263.75 

kWh/m2/a.

Lahti:
• Total consumption of electricity 

50 907.6 kWh/a, Relative con-
sumption: 43.27 kWh/m2/a (50 
907.6 kWh:1 176.5 m2)

Mikkeli:
• Electricity included in rent. Con-

sumption not measured separate-
ly. 

Other locations: information not 
provided.

1.1.3 Water

Kirkkonummi: 
on-campus drilled well and filtration 
system, as well as biological waste-
water processing plant, no routine 
measuring of the waste-water 
amounts or particles.  Heating water 
is included in the heating consump-
tion numbers. 

Lahti: 
Water included in rent. Consump-
tion not measured separately

Other locations: information not 
provided.

Kirkkonummi:
on-campus drilled well and filtration 
system, as well as a private biologi-
cal waste-water processing plant, 
no routine measuring of the waste- 
water amounts or particles. Heating 
water is included in the building 
heating energy consumption num-
bers.

Lahti:
water included in rent.
Consumption not measured sepa-
rately.

Mikkeli: 
water included in rent. Consumption 
not measured separately

Other locations: information not 
provided.

1.2 Waste, recycling, local emissions, and non-compliance

CO2 emissions Not calculated. Not calculated.

Other locations  

Kirkkonummi, Lahti, Mikkeli, Pori, Vaasa
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Figure 6. Relative electricity consumption by campus

Electricity figures from 2012 and 2013 are not directly comparable 
because the amount of data was far more extensive in 2013. Some 
differences in the figures can be explained by improved data gathering.

Figure 7. Total energy consumption by campus in 2012 and 
2013, logarithmic scale

*Kirkkonummi and Lahti campuses. The Kirkkonummi facility uses  
a radio telescope, hence the high electricity consumption.

Table 2. Absolute and relative energy consumption by campuses

Campus
Total consumption, 
normalized MWh/a

Relative consump-
tion, kWh/m2/a

Total consumption, 
normalized MWh/a

Relative consump-
tion, kwh/m2/a

Otaniemi 49 283.70 150.42 49 094.00 150.40

Töölö 2.20 104.39 2.00 46.94

Arabia 7.224  142.89 6.144 55.00

Other locations* 28.35 317.04 28.25 307.02

*Kirkkonummi
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Table 3. Electricity consumption by campus location

Electricity

Relative consumption  kwh/m2/a

Campus 2012 2013

Otaniemi 135.25 150.40

Töölö 57.50 46.94

Arabia 70.22 55.00

Kirkkonummi* 278.53 263.75

Lahti* 38.51 43.27

*Other locations, not possible to obtain data.

Otaniemi Töölö Arabia Other* Total

Waste brackets (1000 kg)

Non-hazardous waste

Recycling Mixed paper 346.18 0.58 24.55 0.50 371.82

White paper 10.12 - 15.60 - 25.72

Cardboard 4.74 6.24 24.64 0.50 36.12

Bio/organic waste 319.77 75.25 29.62 - 424.63

Electronic waste 38.743 - 7.13 0.70 46.573

Construction waste, mix wood 13.44 - 16.00 - 29.44

Metal 13.70 0.67 3.93 - 18.30

Glass 19.16 0.96 4.18 - 24.30

Confidential/destroyed paper 0.50 - 2.34 0.02 2.86

Demountable platform/reused packaging 167.03 5.06 6.52 - 178.61

Incineration/energy 21.71 - 113.92 - 135.63

Landfill Mixed waste, waste sludge, etc. 69.26 40.24 15.20 3.50 128.20

Subtotal 985.61 129.00 263.62 5.22 1 383.45

Hazardous

Chemical waste 2.14 - 4.04 - 6.18

Batteries - - 0.17 - 0.17

Fluorescent light bulbs 0.04 - 0.22 - 0.26

Other - - 3.47 - -

Total 987.79 129.00 271.52 5.22 1 393.53

*Only Kirkkonummi facility

Table 4. Waste brackets by campus

Figure 8. The development of amount of combined 
waste, 2012–2013

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600

2012

2013

All waste brackets combined, tons/year
Waste figures from 2012 and 2013 are not fully comparable because  data 

collec�on was far more extensive in year 2013.
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Information is provided at the Aalto University level, Sections 1.3, 1.4, 1.5

 1.3. Users

Priority topic Objectives and targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.3.1 Indoor envi-
ronmental quality 
(IEQ)  

At the Aalto university 
level, an indoor air qual-
ity working group, which 
reports, coordinates, 
documents and dissemi-
nates information about 
air quality issues, develops 
research methods, assures 
the quality of all measures 
taken and supports local 
school-level groups. Mem-
bers of the working group 
include representatives 
of occupational health 
services for the university, 
representatives of the Aal-
to staff and Student Union, 
communication services, 
Aalto University Proper-
ties Ltd. and the Finnish 
Student Healthcare Ser-
vices (FSHS).   

 IEQ is followed regularly.

The Finnish Institute of 
Occupational Health con-
ducted an email survey on 
indoor air at the prem-
ises of the Aalto ELEC 
(Otakaari 5 &7) in Febru-
ary 2012. No significant 
problems were identified. 
Based on the observations, 
several repair measures 
have been carried out.

A study was also conduct-
ed at Arabia campus, media 
center Lume. The proposal 
for corrective measures 
was completed on 8 March 
2013.

Aalto University Depart-
ment of Civil and Structural 
Engineering and the De-
partment of Food and Envi-
ronmental Sciences at the 
Helsinki University began a 
cooperative effort to develop 
better methods for analys-
ing harmful substances and 
particles in indoor air.

All together, 38 facilities 
were analysed and report-
ed on in 2013 at Otaniemi, 
Töölö and Arabia Campus-
es. All of the improvement 
proposals in the report 
were carried out before the 
end of the year.

1.4. Building de-
sign aspects 

1.4.1 Facilities’ 
design and plan-
ning, construction 
services and reno-
vations

Goals for the new campus 
building (about 45 000 
m2) in the centre of the 
Otaniemi:

Almost zero-energy, fa-
vouring pedestrians, ac-
cessible.

Campus 2015 architectural 
competition was started 
for the central parts of the 
Otaniemi Campus.

campus2015.aalto.fi/en/
about/campus2015_com-
petition_programme.pdf

Performance and func-
tionality targets, as well 
as a spatial programme 
set for the new building 
(”Hankeselvitys”/briefing 
document).

Otakaari 1 detailed targets 
for A wing and U wing set.

1.4.2 Accessibility 

 Accessibility principles 
and activities are available 
at: www.aalto.fi/en/about/
strategy/accessibility

• First assessments of ac-
cessibility issues in build-
ings undergoing renovation 
(first: Otakaari 1)

• Accessibility specifica-
tions for the new ARTS 
building project plan

• Accessibility inspection 
at Otakaari 1 (one of major 
buildings at the Otaniemi 
Campus) by City of Espoo 
Accessibility Officer. The 
signposts were evaluated 
by Aalto´s architect Pau-
liina Skyttä and accessibil-
ity officer Antti Raike. The 
signposts will be improved.

• Inclusion of accessibility 
aspects in Campus 2015, 
Väre building.
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1.5. Procurement 
and sustainability 

Priority topic Objectives and targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

Aalto University Properties Ltd.

1.5.1 Resource 
procurement for 
facilities

The aim is to provide data 
on sources (e.g. share of 
different energy sources)    

1.5.1.1 Heating    

For Otaniemi and Töölö 
Campuses, the heating is 
produced using combined 
heating and power (for Ot-
aniemi campus by Fortum 
Energy and for Töölö cam-
pus by Helsinki Energy).
The Kirkkonummi campus 
has its own oil-heater/boil-
er system and the heating 
oil is purchased from the 
Teboil company.

1.5.1.2 Electricity   

20% (8 000 MWh) of Aalto 
University Properties Ltd. 
electricity purchases were 
certified green energy pur-
chases.

50% (18 000 MWh) of Aal-
to University Properties 
Ltd. electricity purchases 
were certified green energy 
purchases.

1.5.1.3 Water     

Information is provided at the Aalto University level

1.5.2 Product & 
service procure-
ment

Economic and environ-
mental sustainability is 
one of three key principles 
of Aalto procurement.

Will be implemented using 
sustainability as a criteria 
during the tendering pro-
cess when possible and 
using the Hansel ( joint 
purchasing body for public 
government organisations) 
framework agreement, 
which takes environmental 
factors into account Categories: see below Categories: see below

1.5.2.1 ICT

The single workstation 
policy, i.e. each member 
of the staff has only one 
workstation (desktop or 
laptop, depending on the 
nature of the work).

Workstations and laptops 
purchased through the 
Hansel ( joint purchas-
ing body for public gov-
ernment organisations) 
framework agreement, 
which takes environmental 
factors into account.

Overall purchased prod-
ucts/materials 2012:
•desktop computers: 913 
•laptops: 891
•screens/displays: 950
•mobile phones: 1300 (es-
timated)

Overall purchased prod-
ucts/materials 2013:
•desktop computers: 900
•laptops: 900
•screens/displays: 1000
•mobile phones: 1300 (es-
timation, report H2/2012)

1.5.2.2 Office  
supplies

Environmentally sustain-
able alternatives chosen 
when available

All functioning equipment 
is recycled when possible.

Whenever there is an en-
vironmentally sustainable 
choice, it is purchased.
Also, the stock of supplies 
is minimised through well-
planned logistics.

Key indicator: copy paper 
consumption

2012
36 958 reams
€80 909

Key indicator: copy paper 
consumption

2013
37 320 reams
€82 499

1.5.2.3 Supplies 
& equipment for 
teaching and re-
search 

Selection of key partners 
in order to:
-minimise transportation 
needs
-record the local and over-
all species and amounts 
of materials and supplies 
used
-obtain information about 
more sustainable products
 
Special attention ad-
dressed to the use of harm-
ful gases and, chemicals as 
well as to harmful waste 
management.

•suppliers with good re-
porting systems preferred
•university-level database 
for gases and chemicals 
management
•responsible partners 
preferred, especially for 
chemical waste handling
•information dissemina-
tion

•key partners in gases, 
chemical and electronics, 
laboratory materials and 
supplies selected
•university-level database 
for gases and chemicals 
management acquired  (Ac-
cura and Inventory, respec-
tively)
•several consulting visits 
concerning the use of harm-
ful gases and chemicals as 
well as harmful waste man-
agement at Aalto Univer-
sity, especially in the ARTS, 
ELEC and CHEM schools

Gases purchased from Oy 
Aga Ab according to Han-
sel framework agreement, 
which has been awarded 
Hansel´s ecolabel status. 
An average of 829 gas cyl-
inders daily in situ, 22 of 
which are at the Arabia 
Campus.
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Priority topic Objectives and targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

1.5.2.4 Library 
(books, journals 
and data bases) 

Library supports SD be-
cause lending books & 
providing common access 
to electronic data sources 
will decrease the need to 
buy them.

1) Library purchases books 
through Hansel frame-
work contract. The service 
provider needs to use more 
ecological packing and to 
minimise both CO2 emis-
sions from logistics and 
packing waste.

The overall goal is to re-
duce emissions from logis-
tics, enhance material ef-
ficiency through recycling 
and limit the amount of 
waste going to landfills.

2) Electronic sources di-
minish the need for and 
cost of transportation & 
library facilities.

3) e-borrowing & internal 
mailing of books for per-
sonnel - less need to com-
mute between campuses.

Number of printed books 
2012: approximately 560 
000 volumes (5.4 % less 
compared to 2011)

Printed periodicals 2012: 
approximately 170 000 vol-
umes (3% less compared 
2011)

Number of printed books 
2013: approximately 500 
000 volumes (10.7 % less 
than in  2012)

Printed periodicals 2013 
approximately 150 000 vol-
umes (11,8 % less than in 
to 2012)

1.5.2.5 Business 
gifts and Aalto 
brand products

The aim is that all products 
in this category will be 
manufactured according to 
sustainable development. 
When possible, the aim is 
to use products manufac-
tured locally in Finland.

A basic condition for pro-
curement is labeling for 
recycling. Also, the supply-
chain details are requested 
when securing sustainable 
procurement.  

Approximately 25 different 
products in the present as-
sortment. Some products 
are manufactured out of 
recycled materials or ac-
cording to Fairtrade prin-
ciples. Finnish and func-
tional design is favoured.

1.5.2.6 Travels and 
travel services

Environmentally sound 
and sustainable travel ser-
vices.

Travel services are pro-
cured through Hansel 
framework agreements, 
which take environmental 
factors into account.

New TMC partner with 
up-to-date travel booking 
and reporting systems that 
enable travel-related CO2-
emission reporting.

1.5.2.7 Printing 
services

Unigrafia has the Nordic 
environmental Swan label, 
which sets strict environ-
mental criteria for printing 
and products.

Unigrafia has quality con-
trol certification. The cer-
tification includes environ-
mental principles.

Paper consumption (metric 
tonnes)
Nordic Swan Eco label 
19.4 tn
FSC label 36 tn
Recycled 0.8 tn
Other 1.3 tn

In addition to Aalto’s main 
supplier, Unigrafia, printing 
services are procured from 
other sources.

Paper consumption (met-
ric tonnes)
Nordic Swan Eco label 
53 tn
FSC label 9 tn
Recycled 2 tn
Other 0.5 tn

In addition to Aalto’s main 
supplier,Unigrafia, print-
ing services are procured 
from other sources.

1.5.2.8 Furniture, 
cleaning, vehicles 
and related ser-
vice procurement 

Furniture is procured 
through Hansel framework 
agreements, which take 
environmental factors into 
account.  
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Figure 9. Consumption and cost of printing and copying paper 

Figure 10. Increase in work-related travel and CO2 emissions 
from 2012 to 2013 (2012 data only partial, because of the 
change of travel company)

Number of tickets Distance (km) CO2 (kg)

Area 2 012 2 013 2 012 2 013 2 012 2 013

Domestic 784 600 597 304.0 610 130.0 92 887.7 104 332.0

Nordic 1 472 1 201 1 679 636.0 1 455 288.0 243 379.1 248 854.0

Europe 2 256 1 776 2 276 940.0 13 712 987.0 336 266.8 1 631 845.0

Intercontinental 3 728 3 962 3 956 576.0 28 794 470.0 579 645.8 2 677 886.0

Total 8 240 7 539 8 510 456.0 44 572 875.0 1 254 191.4 4 662 917.0

Table 5. Tickets bought through Aalto University Travel Management Company, by destination area, distance and CO2 emissions
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ISCN Principle 2: The goal of ensuring long-term 
sustainable campus development, campus-wide 
master planning and target setting should include 
environmental and social goals. 

Sustainable campus development needs to rely on 
forward-looking planning processes that consider the 
campus as a whole, and not just individual buildings. 
These processes might include comprehensive master 
planning along with goals for impact management (for 
example, limiting the use of land and other natural 
resources and protecting ecosystems), responsible 
operations (for example, encouraging environmentally 

compatible transport modes and efficiently managing 
urban flows), and social integration (ensuring user 
diversity, creating indoor and outdoor spaces for social 
exchange and shared learning, and supporting ease of 
access to commerce and services). Such integrated 
planning can profit from including users and neighbours, 
and it can be strengthened by organisation-wide target 
setting (for example, greenhouse gas emission goals). 
Existing low-carbon lifestyles and practices at individual 
campuses that foster sustainability, such as easy access 
for pedestrians, grey water recycling and low levels 
of resource use and waste generation, need to be 
identified, expanded and disseminated widely.

Main initiatives 2013

• Campus 2015 architectural winner selected in 
September, defining sustainability criteria for 
“Väre”

• 60 campus bikes for Aalto staff at Otaniemi
• Three electric cars acquired, Kutsuplus demand-

responsive transport service expanded
• Campus gardening association started its 

activities in spring
• Campus gardening area opened at Otaniemi in 

October

Principle 2 
Campus-Wide Master Planning and Target Setting
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Overview of Aalto University´s Principle 2 Goals

Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority topics

Objectives 
and 
targets Key initiatives 

Performance 
2012 Performance 2013

2.1. Institution-wide carbon targets and related achievements

Climate change 
and reducing CO2 
emissions

Aalto University continued in 
2013 the Climate Partners net-
work, coordinated by the City 
of Helsinki. The network works 
to reduce the effects of climate 
change at the local and regional 
levels.

www.ilmastokumppanit.fi

Otaniemi, Töölö and Kirkkonum-
mi CO2 emissions: 20312 tn/a 
(Aalto University Properties 
Ltd.)
CO2 emissions, in 2011 staff 
commuting:
total 2200 tn/a
(600 kg/a/ employee) Not delivered.

2.2. Master Planning

Campus-wide 
master planning 
and city planning 

• Campus decisions made by 
the university board

• Long-term investment and 
divestment plan, including 
campus sizing

• Campus 2015 architectural 
competition winner was se-
lected

• Expansion of Helsinki metro 
to the west/Otaniemi campus

• Developing the T3 area with 
the City of Espoo continues 
(Tapiola, Keilaniemi, Otani-
emi)

• Analysis of the required mini-
mum parking facilities, and 
corresponding zoning changes

• Aalto workplace development 
started

• Otaniemi cycling reform / im-
proving bicycle paths together 
with the City of Espoo

• Improving biking infrastr. to-
gether with Aalto University 
Properties Ltd.

Campus 2015 architectural com-
petition on the way, with the 6 
candidates for phase 2 already 
selected. Car parking limitations 
and permits introduced.

Long-term investment and exit 
plan agreed to. Spatial costs will 
remain at the same level, though 
extensive investment programme 
will be realised.
Campus 2015 architectural win-
ner, Väre, selected in September. 
Core sustainability (incl. energy) 
performance targets were set:

• Energy efficiency, rating A++ 
(60 kwh/m2)

• Air leakage rate not more than 
q50 = 1.0 m3/(h m2)

• Information modeling & simu-
lation

• Organisational and operational 
effectiviness

Additionally: sustainable choices 
made visible for the users.

Otaniemi metro station will be 
called:
• Aalto-yliopisto in Finnish
• Aalto-universitetet in Swedish
• Aalto University in English

Parking sizing target for zoning 
set for 1 place/200 gross area.

Otaniemi Art is On -concept in-
troduced.
Workplace development pilots 
planned, spatial efficiency targets 
for office environments set  
(12 nua-m2/FTE).

2.3. Land-use and biodiversity

• Campus gardening area was 
opened

• Gardening association was 
formed by the university and 
student union. The board 
was nominated in May 2013: 
https://fi-fi.facebook.com/
OtaniemiUrbanGarden

• Lahopuutarha competition 
supporting biodiversity, in co-
operation with the University 
of Helsinki, Aalto Univer-
sity landscape architects and 
Finnish Association for Na-
ture Conservation (SLL)

Aalto Garden Otaniemi competi-
tion, sustainable campus, ARTS & 
World Design Capital 2012 project

Gardening area with 45 plots for 
students and staff at Otaniemi 
Campus was opened in October 
2013

www.aalto.fi/en/current/news/
view/2013-11-05
 
Winner of the Lahopuutarha 
competition was selected in 
November 2013. Discovery of 
a garden area at the Otaniemi 
Campus supporting biodiversity 
has started.
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2.4. Transportation

2.4.1 Pedestrians

• Pedestrians are favoured, es-
pecially at the Töölö & Arabia 
Campuses and other locations. 
Sustainable practices recom-
mending walking have been 
published at: aalto.fi/ecocam-
pus

Sustainable practices published, 
distributed 2nd time for all Aalto 
Bachelor’s degree students: www.
aalto.fi/ecocampus

2.4.2 Cycling

• 60 campus bikes for Aalto staff 
at the Otaniemi Campus

• The Otaniemi Bike Cen-
ter Pop-up for bike main-
tenance was open from 
spring to fall 2013 (picture 
available at https://inside.
aalto.fi/pages/viewpage.
action?pageId=28613243)

6 campus bikes and 2 carrier bikes 
were acquired for staff at the Ota-
niemi campus.

• 60 campus bikes, helmets and 
other accessories were acquired 
in May 2013  for the Aalto staff 
at Otaniemi. Bicycles are dis-
tributed at 25 different loca-
tions. The operations are co-
ordinated by campus & facility 
services and doormen in each 
building.  

• A service map for cyclists was 
published on the intranet.

2.4.3 Public  
transportation

• Kutsuplus demand-respon-
sive transport service

• Construction and planning of 
the subway continued; one of 
the metro stops will be at the 
heart of the Otaniemi Cam-
pus in 2-3 years (called Aalto 
University): lansimetro.fi/en/
frontpage

• no progress yet with staff trav-
el cards Kutsuplus started in October 2012

Kutsuplus demand-responsive 
transport service continued in 
2013 and its operational area was 
extended to cover the major capi-
tal area: www.kutsuplus.fi

2.4.4 Motor  
vehicles

Car parking limitations and per-
mits introduced at the Otaniemi 
campus.

Two gasoline cars were sold: 
TKK-1 and TKK-2.

2.4.5 Electric  
vehicles

• development of EV pro-
gramme continued (Aalto Uni-
versity Properties acquired 
two EVs)

• no progress yet with a public 
charging station at Otaniemi

One electric van acquired for in-
ternal logistics, operational data 
will be utilised by the EV research 
group of Aalto BIT.

Three more electric cars aquired 
in 2013 for internal logistics, op-
erational data utilised by the EV 
research group of Aalto BIT.
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60 campusbikes for staff arrived in May 2013 to Otaniemi. Aalto fleet of electric cars grew with three EV:s.



AALTO SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2013 / ISCN  28

2.5  Food

Objectives and targets Key initiatives Performance 2012 Performance 2013

2.5.1
Refectories 
and restau-
rant services

In its restaurant activities, 
Aalto underlines the overall 
well-being of its staff,  fac-
ulty and students as well 
as its responsibility for envi-
ronmental issues,its social 
responsibilities and its ethi-
cally sustainable activities.

Aalto restaurant policy in 
progress. The sustainability 
road map is utilised for the 
future procurements of res-
taurant services.

The collaborative process 
of becoming a Fairtrade 
University was examined 
by Aalto Sustainability in 
collaboration with the Aalto 
Student Union and Aalto 
HR. A survey was done 
by Aalto BIZ students of 
”How to Change the World” 
course. The initiative was 
received in fall 2012 from 
the City of Espoo and AYY-
Kehy: ayy.fi/blog/profiles/
ayy-kehy

[Sustainability] Road map 
for Aalto restaurant services 
for the years 2013–2020, 
created by the Aalto Sus-
tainability & Aalto Creative 
Sustainability student 
groups. The road map will 
be drawn up in 2013.
Calori restaurant opened its 
Aalto headquarters in Ota-
niemi. This Katri Antell res-
taurant provides healthy, lo-
cally produced and organic 
food and Fairtrade products 
too. Weekly veggie day.

User Design Manual, pub-
lished by Aalto Univ.Proper-
ties Ltd.; is developing sus-
tainable usage plan for its 
restaurant facilities.
No progress yet with the 
Fairtrade University initia-
tive.

The restaurant steering committee is responsible for 
strategic issues at Aalto (contracts, procurements). The 
coordinating operations managed by Aalto HR, finance, 
campus and facility services, and the Aalto university 
student union (AYY). The committee meets 3 to 4 times 
annually.

Restaurant board: the group is responsible for conducting 
an annual quality survey, practical aspects of restaurant 
issues (e.g. seasonal opening hours, daily feedback). 
Coordination is managed by Aalto HR, the AYY and 
restaurant service providers. There are 3–4 meetings/
year.

Otaniemi ur-
ban garden 
was opened 
in October 
2014. 
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Aalto received an initiative in fall 2012 
from AYY-Kehy and the City of Espoo to be-
come a Fairtrade University. The possibili-
ty was examined carefully via students´case 
assignments as a part of BIZ´s course “How 
to Change the World”. Aalto sustainability 
in co-operation with Aalto HR & finance, 
various catering companies and AYY-Kehy 
analysed the pros and cons and calculated 
the financial implications. The year 2014 
will show the possible progress of this ini-
tiative.
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2.6  Social Inclusion and protection

Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives Performance 2012

Performance 
2013

2.6.1 Equality

Aalto Equal-
ity Programme, 
2012 - 2014

Aalto Equal-
ity Action Plan 
2014. Updated 
annually.

The focus areas for 2013 in Aalto Equality Action Plan 
were as follows:

• Work by Aalto EQU (ie. relationship with Aalto Stu-
dent Union (AYY), schools and departments, integra-
tion together with greater accessibility and other paral-
lel work)

• Developing data and statistics for measuring success

• Development of personnel and student well-being & 
Aalto identity

• Development of academic recruitment process and 
career paths, incl. assessment from an equality perspec-
tive.

2.6.2 Gender & age 
balance issues HR report

No goals or spe-
cific actions for No goals or actions specified yet.

2.6.3 Multicultural 
working environ-
ment 

The overall per-
centage of intl 
employees will 
be 20% by 2015

Share of interna-
tional recruit-
ment will be 
increased 16.1 % 18.7 %

2.6.4 Wellbeing at 
work, work-life bal-
ance, professional 
development

No defined goals 
for employee sat-
isfaction?

Regular monitor-
ing of employee 
satisfaction

Satisfaction with managers - score 3,9 of 5; satisfaction 
with own work (3.7/5); satisfaction with own health and 
life situation (3.7/5)

Compensated accidents, 
location

Number of 
compensated 

accidents
All occupational 

accidents

Number of 
compensated 

work days

Passing/one-off 
compensations 

€

Permanent 
compensations 

 €

At the work place 56 62 185  41 842.72 0

While commuting 52 64 307  62 954.09 0

Occupational diseases 0 0 0        291.70 0

Total 108 126 492 105 088.51 0

Table 6. Occupational accidents and diseases, 2013
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Principle 3 
Academic Research, Education and Outreach

ISCN Principle 3: The goal of aligning the 
organisation’s core mission with sustainable 
development, facilities, research, and education 
should be linked to creating a “living laboratory” for 
sustainability.

On a sustainable campus, the built environment, 
operational systems, research, scholarship, and 
education are linked as a “living laboratory” for 
sustainability. Users (such as students, faculty and 
staff) have access to research, teaching and learning 
opportunities based on the connections between 

environmental, social, and economic issues. Campus 
sustainability programmes have concrete goals and can 
bring together campus residents with external partners, 
such as industry, government, or organised civil society. 
Beyond exploring a sustainable future in general, such 
programmes can address issues pertinent to research 
and higher education (such as the environmental 
impacts of research facilities, participatory teaching 
or research that transcends disciplines). Institutional 
commitments (such as a sustainability policy) and 
dedicated resources (such as a person or team in 
the administration focused on this task) contribute to 

Goal of research and teaching

Our goal is to integrate sustainability and responsibility 
into all teaching and research by 2015.

For research, on-going programmes and outreach projects
on sustainability, visit:

aalto.fi/sustainability
teaching.aalto.fi (courses)
School roadmaps for research on p. 35–36

The NUAS 
group organised 
a Facilities and 
Environment 
conference on 
sustainable uni-
versities at the 
University of 
Oslo, Septem-
ber 13, in col-
laboration with 
NSCN

Main initiatives 2013

• Initiative with several other universities on 
ESD and sustainability in HEIs proposed to the 
Finnish Ministry of Education and Culture / April 
2013

• Attending national seminar on ESD and 
sustainability in HEIs in November, planning 
national activities in conjunction with the 
Society’s Commitment to Sustainability: www.
ym.fi/sitoumus2050

• Strengthening  Co-operation with Finnish 
Business & Society event at BIZ in November

• Analysis on becoming a Fairtrade University in 
collaboration with the Aalto Student Union, the 
City of Espoo and HR

• Development project on creating an internal 
recycling platform for IT, furniture and research 
equipment: Aalto Arvo

• Academic Roundtable for Sustainability (ARfS) 
started, 3 meetings during 2013

• Aalto University joined  the Tongji Green Campus 
Alliance: www.greencampus.org.cn/en

The Nordic 2012-2013 project “Development of the 
Nordic Higher Education Networks for Sustainable 
Development and Green Campus” was successfully 
implemented by the Nordic Sustainable Campus 
Network
 
• 1st NSCN seminar in Espoo in March
• NSCN was presented at the ISCN conference, 

hosted by National University of Singapore in June 
2013

• NUAS Facilities and Environment seminar on 
sustainability at University of Oslo, September

• NSCN network activities were diverse and the 
number of member organisations reached 34

• Activities were granted funding by the Nordic 
Council of Ministers for 2014-15: “Rio+20 
implementation in Nordic HEIs”
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Overview of Aalto University´s Principle 3 Goals

Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key Initiatives                  

Performance 
2012 Performance 2013

3.1 Research 

3.1.1
Research that 
transcends 
disciplines 

Aim to develop a vi-
sual communication 
model and on-line 
solution to inform 
people about food 
sustainability

Aalto ARTS and Aalto SCI (+MTT and HY)
SHAPE (Shaping Markets for Sustainability) 
project (funded by the Tekes Green Growth 
programme)

SHAPE Meal 
project in col-
laboration with 
four catering 
companies

Project: Prototype and a mobile ap-
plication to calculate the ecological 
food-print of meals served in lunch 
restaurants
Project: DWoC (Design Driven Value 
Chains in the World of Cellulose)
(funded by the Tekes Strategic Re-
search Initiatives)
Key initiatives: Aalto ARTS, Aalto 
CHEM and Aalto ENG (+VTT and 
Tampere University of Technology)
Objectives & targets: The objective 
is to develop cellulose-based products 
suitable for technical textiles and con-
sumer products. The technology could 
also find use in the pharmaceutical, 
food and automotive industries. An-
other objective is to build a new busi-
ness ecosystem and promote spin-offs.
Performance 2013: Project initiation

Project: SHIFT (Support Systems for 
Sustainable Entrepreneurship and 
Transformation)
(funded by the Tekes Green Growth 
programme funded, part of the EU 
programme ECOINNOVERA)
Key initiatives: Aalto ARTS 
(+Linnköping University and the Bor-
derstep Institute)
Objectives & targets: SHIFT is a 
research project which deals with 
investigating the roles of universities, 
incubators, business development 
organisations, financial institutions, 
design service providers and other 
relevant actors in supporting sustain-
able entrepreneurship – start-ups and 
Micro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) in particular. SHIFT 
explores how support systems cur-
rently function and how they can be 
improved to better boost sustainable 
entrepreneurship, and a range of rec-
ommendations will be developed for 
actors in the support systems, includ-
ing policy-makers.
Performance 2012: Project initiation
Performance 2013: Working Pack-
age (WP) 1 accomplished, other WP’s 
on-going

Corporate so-
cial responsibil-
ity and the case 
of  Ben & Jerry´s 
was discussed 
at the School of 
Business.
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Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  

Performance 
2012 Performance 2013

3.2.2 Research 
projects

Aim is to develop 
a way to define re-
search focusing on 
sustainable devel-
opment issues in a 
clear and systematic 
way

Aalto Energy Efficiency Research Pro-
gramme AEF  
(http://energyefficiency.aalto.fi)

The AEF Programme includes nine interdis-
ciplinary research consortia; their research 
aims to find a more efficient use of energy. 
The first three projects started in the fall 
of 2012 and were accompanied by six other 
projects in the summer of 2013. The length 
of each project is four years. The University 
invests ca. €12 M in the research programme. 
Each project has a responsible leader and 
3-5 partner groups. AEF has a board and a 
project manager to handle the administra-
tive matters.

Number of ongo-
ing and recently 
(2012) finished 
research projects 
on sustainable 
development: 59. 
(Not related to 
AEF)

Six projects were granted funding in 
the summer of 2013, while three proj-
ects began in 2012. The project partic-
ipants also help with teaching activi-
ties according to their own plans. 

3.1.3 Doctoral 
dissertations 
focusing on SD

10 dissertations 
(5.2% of all doc-
toral disserta-
tions).

2011: 8 disserta-
tions (4.8% of all 
doctoral disser-
tations).

See also Figures 
11 and 12 on pag-
es 34 & 35.

Examples:
Aalto School of Business (Aalto BIZ)
DSc Pasi Heikkurinen. Major: Orga-
nization and Management: ”Refram-
ing strategic corporate responsibility: 
From economic instrumentalism and 
stakeholder thinking to awareness and 
sustainable development”. Dissertation 
no. 410. The dissertation was publicly 
defended on 8 November, 2013 and ap-
proved by the Dissertation Committee 
on 9 December, 2013.
For more detailed information, see  
figures on pages 38-39.

PhD Markku Anttonen. Major: Or-
ganization and Management: “Eco-
efficient services as a route towards 
sustainable development: Between the 
traditional and the radical”.Disserta-
tion no. 33. The dissertation was pub-
licly defended on 11 January, 2013 and 
approved by the Dissertation Commit-
tee on 29 January, 2013.
For more detailed information, see  
figures on pages 38-39.

3.1.4  Master’s 
theses focus-
ing on SD

All together, 56 
Master’s theses 
out of 1224.

Examples:
School of Engineering:
Taavi Dettenborn: Crushed concrete 
long-term behaviour
Mikko Möttönen: Development of 
backflow treatment in jet grouting
Emma Niemeläinen: Environmen-
tal acceptability of stabilized surplus 
soils in earth constructions

School of Arts, Design and Archi-
tecture: Joong Yeol Park: Journey of 
Jerrycan
For more detailed information, see  
figures on pages 38-39.

The first aim for 
Aalto university is to 
establish a regular 
monitoring sys-
tem and to develop 
teaching that relates 
to sustainable devel-
opment

Aalto Creative Sustainability multidisci-
plinary Master’s programme: acs.aalto.fi

Special study 
conducted in 
2011: research 
and teaching on 
the environment 
at Aalto Uni-
versity, the final 
report can be 
used as the basis 
for developing 
university-level 
action.
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Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  

Performance 
2012 Performance 2013

3.1.5 Labeling 
of courses that 
integrate sus-
tainability

To create university-
level objectives and 
targets during the 
academic sustain-
ability board’s first 
year (see Figure 1 on 
page 8).

3.2 Courses / Teaching

3.2.1 Mandato-
ry courses on 
sustainability

School of ARTS “Our Common Environ-
ment” (01243 Yhteinen ympäristö) - an in-
troductory course for Bachelor’s students, 3 
ECTS

3.2.1 Lifelong 
learning

AaltoEE Degree 
Business Area: 
The goal is to en-
hance the awareness 
and competences 
of Aalto Execu-
tive MBA and MBA 
students in the area 
of corporate social 
responsibility
  
Case Sitra - Aalto EE 
is organising invi-
tational leadership 
courses towards sus-
tainable economy 

in Finnish: http://
www.sitra.fi/talous/
talouspolitiikkak-
oulutus

Case: Ben & Jerry’s 
Join Our Core com-
petition

In spring 2013, Aalto EE, owned by the Aalto 
University Foundation, was seeking com-
panies with a responsible business model to 
participate in the Join Our Core competition 
organised by Ben & Jerry’s. The competi-
tion was targeted to young (18 - 34 years old) 
social entrepreneurs who have incorporated 
innovation, social impact and sustainabil-
ity in their business model. The competition 
was launched on 4 March and altogether 26 
applications to the competition in Finland 
were received.

Join Our Core competition included a lec-
ture series on social responsibility, market-
ing and entrepreneurship for the accepted 
applicants. Also, the best business models 
were presented and participants interacted 
with other start-up entrepreneurs, members 
of academia and companies interested in the 
above-mentioned issues. The lecture series 
and other events were a part of the Ben & 
Jerry’s completion organised by Aalto EE, 
which enrolled more than 80 participants.

The final event of the international competi-
tion was organised in June, in London.  The 
two finalists from Finland, namely Green 
Riders (Enterpreneur Oskari Räsänen) and 
Sharetribe (entrepreneur Juho Makkonen), 
together with the 16 other finalists, looked 
for the most pressing and intractable is-
sues pertaining to environmental, social and 
economic sustainability challenges and how 
their innovations could tackle them.

AaltoEE Degree Business Area’s
Aalto EMBA international week in 
Singapore 2013:  more than 100 inter-
national students gathered in Singa-
pore to study together for one week.
Elective courses included:
•Clean Energy for a Sustainable Busi-
ness: a third of the students partici-
pated in this course (about 30);
•Business Project is the thesis work 
that EMBA or MBA students produce 
was the end of their studies:  one topic 
was on alternative energy sources;
•Aalto EMBA in Poland:  course on 
business ethics (30 students);
•Aalto Part-time MBA:  course on 
corporate social responsibility (35 
students);
•Aalto EMBA in Indonesia  with ITB: 
course on business ethics and law  (20 
students);
•Leadership course for sustainable 
economic policy - course organised 
for SITRA - The Finnish Innovation 
Fund;
There were 3 courses with about 25 
participants each
Strong involvement by Aalto Univer-
sity representatives

3.3 Topical integration / Living lab programmes

3.3.1  Pro-
grammes con-
necting facili-
ties, research 
and education 
(for sustain-
able campus-
es)

Aalto BIZ, “Corporate Environmental and 
Social Responsibility in Business (6 ECTS)”: 
Bachelor-level course offered in spring 2012, 
on 16 student team projects focusing on Aal-
to sustainability.

Creative Sustainability (interdisciplin-
ary Master’s degree programme: acs.aalto.
fi/). Sustainable product and service design 
course offered in fall 2012; case; student in-
volvement in sustainability activities, “Aalto 
action”.

Collaboration with School of Business 
and CS Master’s programme:
- Fairtrade University project, p. 28
- Aalto Arvo reuse platform, p. 43
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Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  

Performance 
2012 Performance 2013

3.4 Academic 
staff for 
sustainability

3.4.1 Aalto ten-
ure track

The goal is to open 
up new professor-
ships in the area of 
sustainability or 
related to sustain-
ability following the 
strategy of Aalto 
University and its 
schools.

To recruit, grant 
tenure and promote 
professors in a sus-
tainable manner.

The goal is to open up new professorships re-
lated to sustainability in May 2013 following 
the strategy of Aalto and its schools, as nego-
tiated in the strategy dialogues in May. 

For “paperless” operations:
Procurement of an electronic application 
system. 

Procurement of a current research informa-
tion system.

Procurement of an electronic documenta-
tion system.

3.4.2 Research 
on SD & staff 
doing SD re-
search

SD research groups and projects will be 
presented on the aalto.fi/sustainability 
pages

A shortcut has 
been created; 
internet pages 
have been 
published.

Updated constantly at: aalto.fi/sus-
tainability

Publications, School of Engineering:

Petri Peltonen, Susanna Vanhamäki, 
Helena Mälkki, Reetta Jänis. 2013. 
Problem-based environmental learn-
ing in building and demolition waste 
technology. 7th International Tech-
nology, Education and Development 
Conference INTED2013, Valencia 
4.-6.3.2013, INTED2013 Proceedings, 
pages: 1967-1975, ISBN: 978-84-616-
2661-8 / ISSN: 2340-1079: http://
library.iated.org/publications/IN-
TED2013

Helena Mälkki and Jukka V. Paatero. 
2013. Curriculum Planning in Energy 
Engineering Education. The 6th En-
gineering Education for Sustainable 
Development EESD13 Conference, 
Rethinking the Engineer, 22-25  Sep-
tember, Cambridge, UK. The proceed-
ing available at:  http://www-eesd13.
eng.cam.ac.uk/proceedings

H. Mälkki. 2013. Kestävä kehi-
tys ja ympäristötietoisuus ener-
gian opetuksessa.  Maija Lampinen 
(Ed.) Opettajan muuttuvat roolit 
– yhdessä yhteisölliseen opetuk-
sen kehittämiseen. Aalto-yliopisto, 
Tutkimuksen ja opetuksen strate-
ginen tuki (TOST, CROSSOVER 
17/2013,  s. 169-173:   http://urn.fi/
URN:ISBN:978-952-60-5515-2
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Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority topics
Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  

Performance 
2012 Performance 2013

3.5 Other

Accessible Aalto (ongoing process), Acces-
sible Aalto 

Teaching equality and diversity, Teaching 
equality and diversity

Information services (Topical information 
packages for sustainability and corporate re-
sponsibility information
 
Development project on creating an internal 
recycling platform for IT, furniture and re-
search equipment, Aalto Arvo

• Rio+20 Com-
mitment of 
Higher Educa-
tion Institutes, 
signed by Aalto 
in March 2012.

• Aalto Health 
Factory was 
opened, elec.
aalto.fi/fi/re-
search/health_
factory

AccANet

Workshop organised by Martti Rah-
kila

Helecon information center offers 
direct topical packages of most recent 
academic research and information, 
mostly in business and management 
studies. The topical profiles are up-
dated once a day. Here are the links for 
environmental economics channel:  
http://helecon.lib.hse.fi/fi/channel/
ytalous/ and corporate social respon-
siblity and ethics channel: http://hele-
con.lib.hse.fi/fi/channel/etiikka/
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Sustainable Development in the Roadmaps for 
the Schools Devoted to Research

School of Arts, Design and 
Architecture

Research

Fruitful interaction between science, art, design and 
architecture makes research carried out at the Aalto 
University School of Arts, Design and Architecture highly 
versatile. The topics of research relate to the fields of 
art, design, media, and architecture with sustainable 
development as an all-encompassing theme.

School of Business
Research focus areas

Department of Management Studies
• Education, Professional Practice and Developmental 

Work
• Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Design
• Human Resource Management, Gender and Diversity 

in Working Life
• Responsibility and Sustainability Issues
• Global Business, Strategy and Institutions
• Human Resources, Communities and Leadership
• Corporate and Organisational Communication
• Strategy-as-practice/Discourse-as-practice
• Media Management

Department of Accounting
• Management Accounting
• Financial Accounting
• Audit 
• Corporate Governance
• Service Economy
• Innovation Research
• Taxation

Department of Marketing 
• Business Networks
• Strategic Marketing (including marketing finance and 

design, fashion and luxury marketing)
• Consumer Cultures and Behaviour
• Retail and Sales

Department of Finance 
• Behavioural Finance
• Corporate Finance
• Asset Pricing

Department of Economics
• International Trade (including development 

economics)
• Financial Economics
• Applied Microeconomics (including environmental
• economics, labour markets, personnel economics, 

productivity, competition theory and game theory)

Department of Information and Service Economy
• e-business
• Decision Support Technology
• Risk Management Technology
• Configuration of Service Networks
• Economics of Innovation
• Quantitative Methods

School of Chemical  
Technology
Research focus areas

• Process Technology
• Industrial Biotechnology
• Biomaterials Science
• Metals and Minerals Recovery Processes
• Process technology
• Active and Functional Materials

In these areas, the focus is on developing environmentally-
friendly and energy-efficient processes for refining wood, 
other bio-masses, and inorganic raw materials. 

www.aalto.fi/en/research
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School of Electrical  
Engineering
Signal of quality

The high-quality research profile of the school seeks 
to promote improvements in the efficiency of power 
transmission, distribution and consumption; to develop 
electronics to further wellbeing and healthcare in society; 
and to accelerate and optimize wireless data transfer. It 
also focuses on developing technologies for the future 
internet as well as building intelligent robots for research 
and application purposes.

Our research focuses on major social issues: 
• Energy and the Environment 
• Health and Wellbeing 
• Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
• Micro- and Nanotechnology

School of Engineering
The School of Engineering creates new information and 
solutions that serve the goals of sustainable development; 
key focus areas both in teaching and research include 
global warming, energy conservation and clean energy, and 
the sustainable use of natural resources.  The wellbeing of 
the environment and the health and safety of people as well 
as aesthetics all require new solutions, and we are doing 
our part in seeking them.

• Sustainable Built Environment
• Mechanics and Materials
• Systems Design and Production                        
• Multidiciplinary Energy Technology
• Arctic Technology

School of Science
The key asset of the School of Science is its high-
quality research in the following focus areas: 

• Computing and Modelling
• Materials Physics
• Energy Science
• Computer Sciences
• Neuroscience and Brain Imaging Technology
• Technology-based Business and Entrepreneurship

In addition, the school is home to, for instance, five 
Centres of Excellence in Research, which are funded by 
the Academy of Finland.
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Figure 11. Share of 
Bachelor’s theses 
on sustainability and 
responsibility issues

Figure 12. Share of 
Master’s theses on 
sustainability and 
responsibility issues

Figure 13. Share of 
Ph.D/D.Sc theses 
on sustainability and 
responsibility issues
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Figure 15. Peer-
reviewed journal 
articles, academic 
book chapters and 
conference proceedings 
on sustainability and 
responsibility subjects  
in 2013

Figure 16. Number of 
publications by publication 
focusing on sustainability 
type and school as 
a percentage of all 
publications, in 2013

Figure 14. Cumulative 
number of Master's thesis 
on sustainability and 
responsibility issues.
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Finnish English

aurinkosähkö, aurinkoenergia photovoltaic electricity, solar energy
biomassa biomass
biomateriaalit biomaterials
biopohjaiset kemikaalit bio-based chemicals
biopolttoaineet biofuels
clean tech, puhdas teknologia clean tech, clean technologies
ei-rahamääräinen raportointi non-financial reporting
eko-innovaatio eco-innovation
ekologia ecology
ekologinen kestävyys ecological sustainability
ekologinen mallintaminen ecological modelling
ekologinen taloustiede ecological economics
ekologinen vedenpuhdistus ecological water treatment
ekologiset innovaatiot green innovation

ekorakentaminen ecobuilding
ekotehokkuus (energia- ja materiaalitehokkuus) eco-efficiency (energy and material efficiency)
ekotehokkuus-palvelut eco-efficiency services
elinkaariajattelu life-cycle thinking
elinkaarianalyysi life-cycle assessment (LCA)
energiatehokkuus energy efficiency
energiatehokkuuspalvelut energy efficiency services
ilmastomuutos, ilmaston lämpeneminen global climate change, global warming
integroitu raportointi integrated reporting
jätteen välttäminen ja vähentäminen waste avoidance
kestävyyden arviointi sustainability assessment/evaluation
kestävyyden johtaminen sustainability management
kestävyyden metriikka sustainability metrics
kestävyyden mittaaminen sustainability measurement
kestävyyden raportointi/kestävyysraportointi sustainability reporting
kestävyys sustainability
kestävyys suorituskyky sustainability performance
kestävyyshaasteet sustainability challenges
kestävyysindeksi sustainability index
kestävyyskoulutus sustainability education
kestävä insinööritiede sustainable engineering
kestävä kehitys “sustainable development”
kestävän kehityksen innovaatiot sustainable innovation
kestävän kehityksen johtaminen sustainable management
kestävän kehityksen mukainen elämäntapa sustainable lifestyles
kierrätys recycling
kohtuutalous degrowth
kulttuurinen kestävä kehitys cultural sustainable development/sustainability
liiketoiminnan etiikka, johtamisen etiikka business ethics, management ethics
lingiini lignin
lähiruoka, luomuruoka                   local food, organic food

Aalto University Library used the following search word 
list for finding out the ways in which issues pertaining to 
sustainable development were studied in the year 2013. 
The list is based on the one used for the 2012 reporting. 
For this reporting round, representatives from all Aalto 

University schools commented on and refined the list. 
The list is presented in Finnish alphabetical order, and the 
corresponding English words are shown in the column to 
the right.

Search words for sustainability reporting

The word list is being developed constantly; check https://wiki.aalto.fi/display/Vastuullisuusraportti/  
for the latest version (requires Aalto login).
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Finnish English

materiaalitehokkuus material efficiency
materiaalitehokkuuspalvelut material efficiency  services
monimuotoisuuden johtaminen diversity management
osallistava liiketoiminta vähävaraisilla markkinoilla inclusive business, base of the pyramid (BOP) business
poliittinen filosofia political philosophy
poliittinen yritysvastuu political corporate responsibility,
prosessitehokkuus process efficiency
päästökauppa emissions trading
reilu kauppa fair trade
selloosa cellulose
sosiaalinen kestävyys social sustainability
sosiaalinen kestävä kehitys socially sustainable development
sosiaalisten vaikutusten arviointi social impact assessment
sosiokulttuurinen kestävä kehitys socio-cultural sustainability / sustainable development
systeemiajattelu systems thinking
tasa-arvo ja yhdenvertaisuus equity, equal rights
tehdastason kestävyys plant-level sustainability
teollinen ekologia industrial ecology
teollinen symbioosi industrial symbiosis
(ympäristö) tuotemerkintä (eco-) labeling
tuulivoima, tuulisähkö wind power/electricity
uusiutuva energia renewable energy
uusiutuvat raaka-aineet renewable raw materials
vastuullinen kulutus sustainable consumers
(ympäristö)vaikutusten arviointi (environmental) impact assessment
vastuullinen liiketoiminta, yritysvastuu, yritysten ympäristö- ja yhteiskun-
tavastuu

corporate responsibility, corporate social and environmental 
responsibility

vastuullinen markkinointi green marketing, sustainable marketing
vastuullinen sijoittaminen, ympäristösijoittaminen responsible investment, green investment
vesi water
vihreä kemia/haitallisten kemikaalien korvaaminen (VOC, jne.) green chemistry
vihreä talous green economy
vihreä talous green business
vihreä teknologia green technology

vihreä toimitusketju, vastuullinen toimitusketju
green supply chain management, responsible supply chain 
management

vihreä turismi, kestävän kehityksen matkailu eco-tourism
vihreät organisaatiot green organisation
yhteiskunnallinen oikeudenmukaisuus social justice
ympäristö-, sosiaalinen- ja taloudellinen tase triple bottom line
ympäristö-/yhteiskuntavastuun/yritysvastuun raportointi corporate environmental/social/responsibility reporting

ympäristöasioiden hallintajärjestelmät/ympäristöjohtaminen
environmental management systems/environmental manage-
ment

ympäristölainsäädäntö green building, sustainable building
ympäristörakentaminen green building, sustainable building
ympäristötarkastus environmental auditing
ympäristöteknologia environmental technology
ympäristötilinpito environmental accounting
yritykset yhteiskunnassa business and society/business-society relations
yrityskansalaisuus corporate citizenship
yritysten ympäristö- ja yhteiskuntavastuun kriittinen tutkimus critical corporate social responsibility (CSR) studies

Search words for sustainability reporting - continued

The word list is being developed constantly; check https://wiki.aalto.fi/display/Vastuullisuusraportti/  
for the latest version (requires Aalto login).
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CHEM (School of Chemical Technology)

ELEC (School of Electrical Engineering)

SCI (School of Science)

2013 Aalto research in words:  a publication title word cloud

Selected keywords 
in areas describing 
sustainability and 
responsibility were 
matched against title 
and description words 
in theses and doctoral 
dissertations. A word 
cloud was formed for 
each school at Aalto 
University. The word 
clouds were produced 
by the Aalto Library.
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ENG (School of Engineering)

BIZ (School of Business)

ARTS (School of Arts, Design and Architecture)



AALTO SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2013 / ISCN  44

Topics Goals and Initiatives Results

Priority 
topics

Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  Performance 2012 Performance 2013

3.6 Outreach 
projects 
and their 
societal 
impact

    

3.6.1 Out-
reach/pri-
vate sector

Constant co-
operation with 
companies.

Aalto will become a 
member of the Finn-
ish Business and 
Society (CSR).

Orange Thumb –co-operation with Fis-
kars / planting of flowers at the start of 
the academic year.
A report deliverd to FINHEEC by Policy 
and Foresight unit (only available in 
Finnish).  

3.6.2 Outre-
ach/ local 
communi-
ties & public 
sector

The goal is to 
have constant in-
teraction with lo-
cal communities 
and the public 
sector.  

World Design Capital (WDC) year 2012.
Espoo RCE network, ESD education with 
City of Espoo.
Creation of Nordic Sustainable Campus 
Network (NSCN)  

3.6.3 Stu-
dent Union 
activities;
student in-
teraction 
and social 
cohesion on 
campus

Create success-
ful events with 
only a minor 
environmental 
impact.
Organise events 
that will increase 
awareness about 
sustainable de-
velopment. 
All Aalto events 
will be more sus-
tainable.
Gardening will 
improve wellbe-
ing and strength-
en the sense of 
community at 
Aalto.

Aalto University 
Student Union 
(AYY) includes 
sections and com-
mittees, as well as 
numerous affiliated 
associations, where 
you can act ethi-
cally and promote 
sustainable devel-
opment. These in-
clude Aalto Greens, 
Aalto Social Impact, 
AYY-Kehy, Bikepoli, 
Development Coop-
eration Section, En-
vironmental Club of 
Otaniemi (including 
Otaniemi Recycling 
Center), Hippi-
fyysikot, Aalto Sus-
tainable Business 
Club and the Otanie-
mi Urban Gardening 
Association.
AYY takes part in the 
Student Union’s de-
velopment coopera-
tion theme week. 

SELL Student Games with an environ-
mental programme.
Aalto Event Manual, produced by he 
Communications and Sustainability Of-
fice and student union.
The “Otaniemi Urban Gardening Asso-
ciation” was founded by Aalto University 
and the Aalto Student Union at the start 
of the academic year 2012.

Some examples of Student Union actitivi-
ties:
Aalto Sustainable Business Club (SBC) 
organised, e.g. discussion events about de-
growth and environmentally responsible 
marketing.
AYY-Kehy (organisation for students 
interested in developing countries and 
development cooperation)organised 
events to increase awareness of develop-
ment cooperation issues and promoted 
Fairtrade products.
AYY participated in the WWF Earth Hour 
campaign.
 
Gardening activities continued, check 
more reporting on principle 2.

3.6.4 Invest-
ment policy

 Ca. 96% of the 
investment port-
folio is managed 
by external port-
folio managers 
that incorporate 
ESG principles 
during the in-
vestment pro-
cess.

In addition, 
75% of the 
external portfolio 
managers had 
signed the UN 
PRI –principles.

Aalto University 
joined FINSIF, Fin-
land’s Sustainable 
Investment Forum.

In 2012,  the total return on the 
university’s investment portfolio was 
9.7%

In 2013, the total return on the 
university’s investment portfolio was 
3.3% (9.7% in 2012).
Average return since inception was 
4.2% per annum. The market value of 
the investment portfolio was 936 million 
euros at the end of the year (901 MEUR). 

http://vihreat.ayy.fi/?page_id=4
https://www.facebook.com/aaltosi?v=app_6009294086
http://ayy.fi/en/blog/profiles/ayy-kehy-2/
http://www.bikepoli.fi/blog/?lang=en
http://ayy.fi/en/blog/profiles/ayy-kehy-2/
http://ayy.fi/en/blog/profiles/ayy-kehy-2/
http://oys.ayy.fi/english.html
http://oys.ayy.fi/english.html
http://oys.ayy.fi/english.html
http://kierratyskeskus.ayy.fi/wiki/index.php/Main/HomePage?userlang=en
http://kierratyskeskus.ayy.fi/wiki/index.php/Main/HomePage?userlang=en
http://hippifyysikot.fysiikanopiskelijat.fi/
http://hippifyysikot.fysiikanopiskelijat.fi/
https://www.facebook.com/AaltoSBC
https://www.facebook.com/AaltoSBC
https://www.facebook.com/AaltoSBC
http://kehitysyhteistyo.syl.fi/english/kehy-week/
http://kehitysyhteistyo.syl.fi/english/kehy-week/
http://kehitysyhteistyo.syl.fi/english/kehy-week/
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Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority 
topics

Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  Performance 2012 Performance 2013

3.6.5. Other 
stakehold-
ers  

International col-
laboration and al-
liances with other 
universities and 
strategic partners 
are strengthened.
   

 1. Within the Nordic 5 Tech University 
Alliance, sustainability is one of the 
focus areas of collaboration. For example, 
the alliance is implementing the 
following joint Master›s programmes in 
the field of sustainability, the environ-
ment and energy: Innovative sustainable 
Energy Engineering, Environmental En-
gineering, and Sustainable Urban Transi-
tions. A new focus area for the alliance is 
arctic technology.
2. In its strategic partnership with Tongji 
University, China, Aalto is strongly focus-
ing on sustainability and green campus is-
sues. The two universities have agreed to 
collaborate in this area and are initiating 
a number of projects and also linking the 
two sister cities (Shanghai and Espoo) in 
this collaboration. In addition, Aalto has 
joined the China Green Campus Alliance 
network, coordinated by Tongji Univer-
sity and involving a number of public ac-
tors in China and other countries.
3. Aalto chaired and coordinated the 
Nordic Sustainable Campus Network , 
which was established in 2012. NSCN’s 
organisation and communications were 
actively developed, and the first NSCN 
seminar was organised at Aalto’s Otani-
emi Campus 5.-6.3.2013 with 76 Nordic 
participants. Aalto also presented the 
NSCN’s activities also in the Nordic and 
BUP-seminar on sustainability in Turku, 
Finland 5.-6.11.2013.
4. Aalto developed the collaboration be-
tween the NSCN and NUAS (network of 
Nordic Universities Administrations), 
and it strengthened the sustainability 
aspects of the NUAS organisation; one of 
the NUAS’ working groups changed its 
name to “Facilities and Environment”. 
The NSCN and NUAS co-organised the 
working group’s annual seminar 8.-10.9. in 
Oslo, Norway: “A Sustainable University – 
Why and How”.

3.6.6
Alumni  
relations

AlumniNET-
system creates 
interdisciplinary 
encounters with-
in the interna-
tional university 
community.

The goal is to gather 
graduates from 
Aalto University  
together in a broad 
alumni network 
and offer them ac-
cess to the valuable 
sources of infor-
mation and enable 
them to participate 
in the university’s 
knowledge-creation 
efforts. Build life-
long partnerships 
by providing quality 
services.  

 35 000 alumni members in AlumniNET. 
The system helps keep contact informa-
tion on Aalto alumni updated electroni-
cally and reduce the postal mail sent to 
alumni.
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Topics Goals and initiatives Results

Priority 
topics

Objectives and 
targets Key initiatives                  Performance 2012 Performance 2013

 

Student-Alumni 
Mentoring Pro-
gramme supports 
students getting 
ready to graduate

Mentoring aims 
to build students’ 
professional net-
works and, their 
self-awareness and 
confidence, it helps 
them explore new 
ideas and areas of 
interest and gain ex-
posure to career op-
tions. For alumni it 
offers an opportuni-
ty to connect with a 
new student genera-
tion and reflect upon 
and assess their own 
experiences and 
know-how.  

There are 112 student-alumnus pairs in 
the programme, 33 of which are interna-
tional pairs. Three seminars are arranged 
for them.

 

The interna-
tional student 
family friend 
programme sup-
ports interna-
tional students 
and helps them 
get to know Finn-
ish culture and 
society with the 
help of alumni.

The programme of-
fers international 
students at Aalto 
University a chance 
to get to know a 
Finnish alumni fam-
ily and take part in 
their regular family 
life.  

69 alumni and 83 students are participat-
ing in the programme.

 

 Alumni chapters 
support finnish 
and international 
alumni, students 
and staff to get 
to know the cur-
rent culture and 
society and it 
keeps alumni 
connected to the 
university.

  The International 
Alumni Chapters 
programme provides 
alumni with an op-
portunity to stay 
closely connected 
with the university, 
share knowledge 
and experience and 
get together with 
fellow alumni. Chap-
ters can organise 
networking events, 
company visits or 
cultural events.  

Chapters in Shanghai, Singapore, France, 
London, USA/Bay Area established

 

 Alumni 
delegates 
support Finnish 
and international 
alumni, students 
and staff to get 
to know the cur-
rent culture and 
society.

 International 
alumni delegates: 
The delegates vol-
unteer their time to 
operate as an Aalto 
University Alumni 
Relations represen-
tative, bringing the 
valuable perspective 
of an Aalto Univer-
sity graduate living 
abroad.  

 27 person in 20 different countries (Bah-
rain, Bangladesh, China, Finland, France, 
Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Po-
land, South Korea, Serbia, Spain, Switzer-
land, Turkey, the UK, United Arab Emir-
ates, the USA, Vietnam)

 

The benefits 
include engag-
ing alumni and 
to facilitating 
the creation and 
maintenance of 
the Aalto  com-
munity.      
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The Aalto Arvo reuse platform project
multidisciplinary case study by Aalto 
sustainability, the Creative Sustainability 
Master’s student group, Aalto IT, com-
munications and Sharetribe. The School 
of Science and student´s recycling centre 
provided a valuable input.

At the course “SPSD, Sustainable Prod-
uct and Service Design”, the goal was to 
create a platform in the Aalto intranet for 
improving the re-use of Aalto goods, like 
research equipment & materials, IT and 
furniture. Aalto Arvo was created for this 
purpose. Year 2014 will show if it is fit for 
the purpose.

arvo.sharetribe.com/

Case: Aalto Arvo – developing reuse
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Sustainability responsibilities (2013) and collaborators

VPs, deans and  
vice deans, all service units and 

their directors

Academic Roundtable for 
Sustainability (Chair, Vice President 

Martti Raevaara)

 Aalto University Foundation

 President Tuula Teeri

 Finance Director Marianna Bom (chair, Sustainable Campus Board)

 Head of Campus Development, Jarkko Leinonen

 Aalto Sustainability, Campus and Facility Services  
 Senior advisor for sustainability Meri Löyttyniemi

Outsourcing

Reporting, 2 months Markku 

Anttonen, Hermai Services

Student projects:

Fairtrade University/HtCtW

Aalto Arvo recycling platform

Hot Bike Center

House responsables, doormen, hazardous waste / 

chemical&radiation network, procurement network…

Nordic Sustainable Campus 

Network

Funded by Nordic Council of 

Ministers,

Project run by Aalto & ÅA:

NSCN coordinator  

Meeri Karvinen
(Hille Häkkinen until March́ 13)

Supporting services from 

campus and facility services

Tanja Pietikäinen

Marita Anttonen

& co.

Students, staff, alumni

Several service  
providers such as L&T (recycling 

& waste management), Stena,  
campus bike maintenance,  

Työ & Toiminta ry,  
Sharetribe, etc.

Cases, thesis work,  
lectures, events, etc. 

Cities of Espoo and Helsinki,  
entreprises, NGOs and associations

Partnerships, e.g.
ISCN, NUAS F&E, Tongji Green Campus Alliance

Aalto University Properties Ltd. 
(Energy-saving team)

Aalto Student Union 
(e.g. Otaniemi Recycling Center) 

Links to programmes, partners: 
www.aalto.fi/sustainability
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Resources for sustainability

Dedicated resources (processes, hu-
man and fiscal resources) for sustain-
ability 2012 2013

4.1 Dedicated HR 
for sustainability 

The finance director is currently respon-
sible for sustainability at Aalto. Coordi-
nation is managed and actualised by the 
Sustainability Office, which consists of 1 
senior advisor and 1 environmental advi-
sor for external funding. The Sustainabil-
ity Office is located in the Campus and 
Facility Services unit.

1.5 persons
 
1 with external funding (Nordic 
Council of Ministers)
 
 
See also Figure 14, page 44.

1 person full-time (senior advisor 
for sustainability)

1 with external funding (Nordic 
Council of Ministers)

2 months outsourced from Her-
mai Services  for data collection / 
sustainability reporting

4.2 Sustainability 
reporting

www.international-sustainable-campus-
network.org/

Working group on Sustainability 
reporting/president’s decision 
in June 2012. As a result, Aalto 
joined ISCN in December 2012.

First Aalto sustainability report 
published in April 2013.

Academic Roundtable for Sus-
tainability and Sustainable Cam-
pus Board formed.

http://www.international-sustainable-campus-network.org/
http://www.international-sustainable-campus-network.org/
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Welcome to 
sustainable Aalto!

Research and teaching
All six Aalto schools have sustainability on their agenda.  
Further information can be obtained from internet-pages 
and student services. Creative sustainability, Aalto´s 
multidisciplinary Master´s Programme and other Aalto 
activities with a strong focus in sustainability can be 
found:
www.aalto.fi/sustainability

Sustainable campus and outreach
Implementation of ESD and sustainable campus includes 
constant cooperation with faculties and students, as well 
as businesses, cities and other stakeholders (courses, 
reports, projects, events).

Aalto University’s goal is to change the world by 
carrying out international high standard research and 
pioneering education, and by boldly breaking boundaries 
and using different methods of innovation. We educate 
responsible and independent experts, who understand 
entities. In accordance with our strategy, sustainability 
and responsibility are related to the university’s services, 
as well as to research and teaching. 

We need your input for a better and 
more sustainable university!

Transport
The mode of transport has a significant impact on the 
environment. Aalto strives to offer the most sustainable way 
of transport between campuses and within. Aalto co-operates 
with Aalto University Properties, HSL and cities. 
• Whenever possible walk, cycle or use public 
 transportation: aalto.fi/ecocampus
• Journey planner for cyclists: pk.hsl.fi/en
• Journey planner for public transport: www.reittiopas.fi/en
• on-demand busservice inside “Kehä I” for all: 
 www.kutsuplus.fi
• When travelling, please favour rail transportation and car- 
 pooling. Compensate your emissions e.g. 
 www.climatefriendly.com

Housing and university buildings
How we live and act at campus is not inconsequential. There 
are numerous ways in which to conserve energy, and Aalto 
University Properties Ltd has also committed to an energy 
conservation agreement. Additionally, Aalto builds and 
renovates sustainably. The newest example of this is the “new 
school”, next to the forthcoming metro station at Otaniemi. 
• Save electricity and heat. The easiest ecological deed is 
 to buy green electricity. 
• Turn off lights and electrical devices.
• Save water. Finnish tapwater is potable.
• “Ei mainoksia / no advertisements” sticker on your door is  
 an easy way to cut down on paper waste.
• Sort waste: www.hsy.fi/en
Information on sustainable living: www.4v.fi/4v/n_english

Food
After transport and properties, food is the most significant 
factor affecting climate change.
• Favour vegetarian and seasonal foods, as well as local,  
 organic and fairtrade. Only take as much as you can eat.
• Use proper cutlery, instead of paper or plastic. 
Are you interested in urban gardening? Aalto Garden Otaniemi 
will open in September 2013.

Purchases
Purchases that are in line with sustainable development 
are fun, easy and inexpensive. Of course, abstaining 
from acquiring stuff is an even better option. 
There are wonderful flea markets in the Helsinki metro-
politan area, and the internet offers a multitude of borrow 
and rent services. Furniture and household necessities 
at e.g.: kierratyskeskus.fi, lahetystorit.fi, netcycler.fi, 
huuto.net
Otaniemi Recycling Center: kierratyskeskus.ayy.fi
• Borrow, rent, exchange services, car-pool, e.g. 
 aalto.sharetribe.com
• Find sustainable services: greenmap.fi
• Favour ecolabels, domestic and fair trade products:  
 e.g. www.ymparistomerkki.fi/english

Electronics/IT
The manner in which we use our computers, printers and 
telephones is not inconsequential. The IT Service Desk 
will advise you, if you have questions related to their use.
• Check the power save settings on your computer. 
 Even the sleep mode uses up power.
• Turn off the screen, lights and devices, when you   
 are not using them. 
• Minimise your paper consumption. Print on both sides 
 of a paper and in smaller print.
• Also your household electronic waste can be brought 
 to Aalto recycling.
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Leisure time, events
You can act in many different arenas in Aalto University 
Student Union. AYY includes sections and committees, as 
well as numerous affiliated associations, where you can act 
ethically and promote sustainable development. These include 
e.g. Aalto Greens, Aalto Social Impact, Bikepoli, Development 
Cooperation Section, Environmental Club of Otaniemi, Hippi-
fyysikot, Otaniemi Urban Gardening Association and Sustain-
able Business Club. You can also gather like-minded people 
together around a new theme. In addition, the University needs 
student representatives for all types of organs where you can 
contribute to sustainable development. www.ayy.fi
• Aalto’s event manual on the intranet provides guidance for 
 organising events in a sustainable manner.¨
• Act sustainably also in your leisure time.

Contact information
Aalto sustainability, campus and facility services
www.aalto.fi/sustainability
Meri.Loyttyniemi@aalto.fi, tel. +358 50 313 7549
More info also in Aalto intranet: inside.aalto.fi

Recycling
The best waste is no waste. If you notice some recycling 
points or bins missing, please contact Aalto campus and 
facility services.
• Sort waste according to provided instructions, both 
 on campus and in your spare time: aalto.fi/recycle
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