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Plan 4.17. URBAN SECTION

Plan 4.18. ARCHITECTURAL SECTION
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Give space for informality
Small retail islands are proposed to give 

room to “organised informality”, mimicking 
the phenomenon observed in Malmi railway 
station bridge.

The bridge joining Malmi railway station 
with Yla and Ala Malmi is a necessary pedestrian 
circulation when using the commuting train 
services. Small informal sales are taking place 
along the structure. 

The proposed light structures following the 
project circulation are intended to prevent 
disorganised informality while encourage local 
sales. This semi-informal islands are facing the 
offi cial shops assigned to strong companies, 
with higher area and rent prices.

# 67
Reference temporary structure for organised 
informality. From “The place makers guide to 
build communities” Book by William Hunter. 

Plan 4.19. ARCHITECTURAL SECTION
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Plan 4.20. INDUSTRIAL GATHERING POINT
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Concept Description
The industrial character of the area prevents street activities to happen in the 

surrounding areas, therefore a square is proposed with temporary structures 
contributing with complementing services to the already existing users. The 
square openness towards the street is intended to be a population attractor 
from the close surroundings, since 2 bus lines are passing by the street and the 
adjacent forest has variety of users performing outdoor activities. 

The square is shaped by 30º and 60º angles, since it is the horizontal visual 
range of the human view. The proposal is opening itself to the street in order 
to break the emptiness of the pedestrian path at human scale. The public 
square integrating the walkable axis with the built environment, allows the 
continuous fl ow of users  walking from Jakomäki and Malmi.

The openness of the structure towards the industrial buildings and the 
vehicle road, invites the industrial users to appropriate a friendly and human 
scaled public space with variety of services provided.  Urban furniture is 
proposed to serve the users to be able to sit and stay in the area. The proposed 
services of the temporary structures are complementing the missing services, 
mainly for the industrial workers. This utilities are intended to be restaurants, 
cafés, and mobile corner shops. The temporary structures are provided with 
an additional temporary roof, for enabling the services in all seasons.

WHO
  Workers:  From the existing industrial buildings on the   

    pedestrian axis
    From the vehicle workshops in the adjacent   

    neighbourhood.

  Inhabitants:  From adjacent neighbourhoods close to Malmi  
    From Alppikylä and Jakomäki

    Future inhabitants from Malmi airport project

  
    pedestrian axis

    From the vehicle workshops in the adjacent   
    neighbourhood.

  
    From Alppikylä and Jakomäki

    Future inhabitants from Malmi airport project

Priority of designated activities

Necessary activities are the main target of the node. Due 
to the industrial character of the area, parallel services are 
needed to benefi t the already existing users with needed 
services such as restaurants grocery shops and pharmacies. 

Optional activities are not a priority of the node due  to 
the industrial character of the area. This activities are intend 
to be implemented with the Malmi airport densifi cation 
project.

(Types of activities taken from Gehl, 2011)
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Plan 4.21. URBAN SECTION

Plan 4.22. ARCHITECTURAL SECTION



117CHAPTER FOUR. STRATEGIC PROPOSALS

Design Toolbox Features
1. Comfortable Pedestrian: The proposal opens the straight 

pedestrian path to a square facing the street and the fenced industrial 
building at the other side of the road. The square provides variety in 
the land use of the area, due to it’s mono-functional character, the 
project is intended for the population using the area for necessary 
activities described by Gehl (2011). 

2. Oriented pedestrian: The pedestrian paths shaping the square 
circulation are following the pedestrian view coming from both sides of 
the path. In order to create a continuous circulations along the square, 
the paths are shaped by 60º angles. The industrial character of the area 
is preserved by the temporary buildings structure (containers) but yet 
transformed by adding street life to an industrial area serving the users.

3. Collective public life: The proposal provides visible street life for 
the industry workers, the pedestrians, and the public transport users 
of the buses circulating on the line. 

4. Giving Room to informality: The proposal is implementing the 
local character to an industrial area, by adding street life. The possibility 
of small local business to grow and serve in this area, is increased by the 
non existing competition in the area. The temporary character of the 
project provides fl exibility to enlarge or reduce the project according 
to the demand. 

5. Balanced environment: The proposal provides a human scaled 
area in a industrial land with massive buildings neglecting the streets. 
This added variety intends to attract users not only from the adjacent 
factories, but from the surrounding neighbourhoods (including malmi 
airport future development)



118

The proposed strategy is intended to impact at three different levels, in order to 
enhance an integration process to encourage and develop UN and Helsinki city goals. 
Developing triggering areas produces a ripple effect towards surrounding environments.

Neighbourhood level:
By activating the neighbourhood at the street level with user and place triggering 

projects, the aim is to create an attraction process towards native population and 
the private sector, while improving the street life quality. By increasing the amount of 
population,  the immigrant density and social housing percentage is lowered (not by 
displacing the inhabitants but by balancing proportions), this balance is supported by 
Helsinki mixing policy and the city’s objectives (Helsinki city report 2016). 

The population attraction process is encouraged by housing development and 
business attraction, the retail spaces proposed in the projects are intended to be a mix of 
big companies and small business to grow. The area activation by placing complementary 
services, also raises job opportunities for low income local population groups. 

District Level:
The neighbourhood activation is directly attached to the connectivity and relation 

with the surrounding environments, for this reason it is relevant to create a link for 
attracting not only neighbours, but inhabitants from surrounding neighbourhoods. The 
land use barrier represents a major connectivity risk, still the future development of 
Malmi airport a great potential. Fill the gaps in the existing modernistic urban model, 
in order to activate street life, pedestrian flows and reduce the use of motor vehicles. 
Reduce urban emptiness and create shorter walking distance with variety of origins and 
destinations in order to encourage green mobility.

City Level
Encouraging the nodes of street vibrance, walkable connections and variety of 

land uses, creates a ripple effect at the city level by neighbourhood densification, 
multiculturalism, and reducing the risk of social exclusion. At the city level, the node is 
placed in direct relation with one of the future boulevards presented in Helsinki master 
plan. 

4.4. Possible Impact
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4.5. Conclusion

The purpose of this thesis was to find causes, effects and possible 
solutions for the phenomena of spatial segregation of immigrant population 
in the developed countries, specifically in Helsinki. This, in order to prevent 
consequences in the potential scenarios, due to the current large proportion 
of population immigrating from developing to developed countries. 

The dynamics of forming segregated urban areas 
The reasons for immigrants to be grouped in specific locations were found 

to be a variety of internal and external facts, which are strongly attached to 
the population’s level of income. On one hand, internal facts depend on the 
inhabitants’ location preferences and decisions, leading immigrants to self-
segregation and meanwhile natives tend to move out or avoid the areas with 
high densities of foreign population. On the other hand, external facts are 
dependent on local policies, regulations, housing availability and dwelling prices, 
which causes the grouping of different types of households in certain areas. 
Internal facts are caused, mainly by prejudices and mental barriers of natives and 
immigrants, since local population associates immigrant areas with a negative 
matters and foreign population is driven by the fear from racism. Nonetheless, 
external facts are caused by the lack of experience of policy makers regarding 
immigration matters and the social or private housing concentration in certain 
areas. 

The effects of mental and physical barriers on the clustering process 
In this research, the author found that mental and spatial barriers are affecting 

urban environments by raising the vulnerability of segregation. Mental barriers 
are formed through prejudice toward low income immigrant population, which 
prevents multicultural interactions from taking place, while increasing the risk 
of racism. Spatial barriers are reinforcing the mental distance with segregated 
areas, by isolating the areas and prevent human flows. Findings, evidence 
that spatial segregation of immigrants is a complex process, where social 
and physical components are complementing each other, strengthening the 
phenomenon. The consequences of the process are ethnic clusters colouring 
certain areas with a negative reputation among local inhabitants, which 
decreases the dwelling prices and attracts the native inhabitants with social 
problems. In addition to the described loop of facts, the built environment plays 
an important role in reinforcing the process. The dependency on social housing 
by the low-income immigrants in Helsinki, leads them to inhabit sub urban 
areas, built under the modern design concepts, based on the car dependency 
and the high-rise buildings. This neighbourhood design, is characterised by its 
isolating physical barriers, poor pedestrian connections as well as a dry quality 
of street life. The spatial design of those areas produces a negative effect on the 
area reputation as well, therefore complementing natives’ prejudices against 
the areas. The whole process previously described is a loop, in which some 
effects are creating more causes for segregation. For this reason, it is necessary 
to approach the spatial segregation of immigrant groups from both social and 
spatial perspective. 
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Possibilities to employ spatial actions or policies in better integration 
For an adequate integration process, the findings revealed the need of a 

diversification process on the social and the built environment. In this work, 
spatial segregation of immigrants is approached as a system, taking into account 
the significant influence of each part of it in the whole process. A careful land 
use transformation and urban renovation in segregated areas, could be an 
action to solve some parts of the segregation problem. For this reason, it is 
important to develop the spatial and the social issues in parallel, considering 
the influence of the built environment on its inhabitants’ behaviour. The finding 
in regard to enhance integration, is to create multicultural interactions in order 
to prevent social intolerance towards foreign population groups.  Geographic 
proximity between natives and immigrants is necessary, for encouraging 
passive and active interactions which might be challenging in already settled 
urban clusters. It is clear, that segregation is a two-sided process, where natives 
and immigrants are responsible for, so complying the natives’ wishes towards 
housing locations is as important as satisfying immigrants wishes. Accordingly, 
implementing housing and area features attractive to native population to an 
area with high density of immigrant population, might be crucial to encourage 
locals to consider the place as a potential housing location. 

From the author’s point of view, it is easier to introduce locals to an already 
existing cluster, than introducing immigrants to an area with low immigrant 
density. The risk of the white flight phenomenon is still strong due to the 
existing prejudices, while re-creating existing clusters, in order to be attractive 
for natives, represents a smooth process with no forced introductions. Even so, 
the risk of white avoidance still exists, even if providing attractive neighbourhood 
features for natives. 
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