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Abstract
Bose–Einstein condensation is a quantum statistical phase transition that occurs in a system
consisting of bosons when a single-particle quantum state becomes macroscopically occupied. This
peculiar state of matter was ﬁ rst predicted in 1925 and ﬁ nally realized seventy years later in
vapours of weakly-interacting alkali-metal atoms. Since then, Bose–Einstein condensates have
been one of the most fascinating research ﬁ elds in modern physics.
The gaseous condensates offer a robust platform to accurately study interacting many-particle
systems from the ﬁ rst principles. Experimentally, the possibility to precisely control a condensate
with external ﬁ elds and directly image its order parameter provides unforeseen opportunities to
obtain deep insight into phenomena across different subﬁ elds of physics. In particular, gaseous
condensates can emulate complicated models that arise in atomic, condensed-matter, and even
particle physics, allowing realizations of exotic phenomena that are elusive in their original
contexts. An outstanding example is the existence of various topological defects in ultacold
quantum gases with internal degrees of freedom.
In this thesis, we investigate the creation, stability, and dynamical properties of various topological
d e f e c t s i n s p i n o r B o s e – E i n s t e i n c o n d e n s a t e s . Th e m a j o r i t y o f t h e t h e o re t i c a l re s u l t s i s o b t a i n e d b y
numerically solving the dynamics using Gross–Pitaevskii equations for spin-1 condensates. Many
theoretical predictions are conﬁ rmed by the very good agreement with experiments.
The ﬁ rst e xpe rime ntal obse rvations of a topological point defe ct in an orde r paramete r de scribing
the quantum gas are presented. Such a point defect is reminiscent to the magnetic monopole
particle appearing in grand uniﬁ ed theories. Therefore, the discovery of monopoles in quantum
gases further encourages the quest for ﬁ nding magnetic monopoles in natural electromagnetic
ﬁ elds, a search largely initiated by Paul Dirac almost a century ago.
Subsequently, the ﬁ ne structure and decay dynamics of the point defect are studied numerically
and veriﬁ ed in experiments. The created monopole is gradually destroyed during the polar-toferromagnetic quantum phase transition, which results in the spontaneous emergence of a Dirac
monopole in synthetic magnetic ﬁeld. In addition to the singular point defect, the ﬁrst experimental
realization of a knot soliton in the context of quantum ﬁ eld is reported. This thesis lays the
f o u n d a t i o n f o r s t u d i e s o f t h e d y na mi c s a n d s t a b i l i t y o f t h re e - d i m e ns i o n a l t o p o l o g i c a l s t ru c t u re s i n
quantum systems.
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1. Introduction

Collective behavior of particles obeying the laws of quantum mechanics is at
the heart of a number of intriguing phenomena such as superﬂuidity, superconductivity, and Bose–Einstein condensation. Being purely quantum in their
nature, these effects are nevertheless observable on macroscopic length scales,
providing an opportunity to directly control and probe the properties of an essentially quantum-mechanical system. In particular, all these phenomena are
intimately related to the macroscopic occupation of a single-particle quantum
state, a peculiarity that occurs in the context of atomic, condensed-matter, and
nuclear physics, as well as quantum optics, thus unifying many different subﬁelds of physics. Among these systems, gaseous Bose–Einstein condensates
(BECs) are exceptionally ﬂexible, robust, and versatile, and hence enable the
study of many-body quantum phenomena in a well-controlled manner.

1.1

Historical overview of Bose–Einstein condensation

The elementary theory of Bose–Einstein condensation arises from the 1924 work
of the Indian physicist Satyendra Nath Bose, who was originally investigating the photon statistics, particularly, the black-body radiation spectrum [1].
Extension of his ideas to a system of massive bosons led Albert Einstein to
a prediction of macroscopic occupation of a single-particle quantum state at
sufﬁciently low temperatures [2, 3]. At that time, however, the Bose–Einstein
condensation was merely assumed to be an anomaly of the ideal-gas approximation and speculatively believed to be elusive in real systems with non-vanishing
interactions. This view changed in 1938, when Pyotr Kapitza, John Allen, and
Don Misener discovered superﬂuid properties of 4 He at 4 K [4, 5, 6]. In the same
year, Fritz London proposed that superﬂuidity in liquid helium-4 would be a
manifestation of Bose–Einstein condensation [7, 8]. This suggestion has later
been supported by theoretical calculations [9] as well as experiments on neutron
scattering and evaporation from the surface [10, 9, 11]. However, the strong
interparticle correlations in this system limit the condensate to to be only about
10 % even at the lowest achievable temperatures, rendering liquid 4 He to be far
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from a pure BEC [12]. Moreover, a mechanism of the transition to the superﬂuid
phase in liquid helium is yet not fully understood due to the lack of transparent
microscopic theory of strongly interacting atoms.
Bose–Einstein condensation is also closely related to superconductivity in
fermionic systems. Observed by Heike Kamerlingh Onnes already in 1911,
the phase transition to the superconducting state manifests itself in vanishing
electrical resistance in metals cooled down below their critical temperature [13].
Almost 50 years after the ﬁrst observation, a microscopic theory of superconductivity was developed by John Bardeen, Leon Cooper, and Robert Schrieffer
(BCS) [14]. According to the BCS theory, superconductivity is caused by a Bose–
Einstein condensation of weakly bound electron pairs, Cooper pairs [15]. A
similar mechanism is responsible for superﬂuidity in ultracold Fermi gases [16].
Hence, the BEC of composite bosons and the condensate of Cooper pairs are
in fact two extreme cases differing only by the strength of the interactions between the atoms. A crossover between these two regimes is a ﬁeld of intensive
research [17].
These early experiments launched a long and rigorous search for a system
closely obeying the Bose–Einstein statistics: an ideal candidate would consist of
weakly interacting and highly dilute atoms which remain in a gaseous phase
even at extremely low temperatures. The path that led to the ﬁrst realization of
a BEC exploited the unique properties of alkali-metal atoms. The extreme diluteness of trapped alkali atoms is responsible for the weak interactions, leading to
a long-lived metastable gas phase. On the other hand, the condensation in these
systems requires ultralow critical temperatures, which are typically below 1 μK.
In 1995, Eric Cornell, Wolfgang Ketterle, and Carl Wieman realized BECs by
magnetically trapping the vapours of Rb [18] and Na [19] atoms. This pioneering
work, which received a Nobel prize in 2001 [20], has sparked an avalanche of
studies and given a birth to a ﬁeld known today as ultracold quantum gases.

1.2

Properties of Bose–Einstein condensates

Gaseous condensates have proven themselves to be exceptional among other
systems exhibiting quantum phenomena at the macroscopic scale. On one hand,
the interactions between the atoms give rise to nonlinear phenomena that are not
present in laser ﬁelds. On the other hand, the weakness of the interactions allows
for high condensate fraction and simple mean-ﬁeld theoretical approach yielding
predictions in excellent agreement with experimental observations. The low
atomic densities provide the characteristic length scales in system to be relatively
large, allowing for the direct measurements of density ﬂuctuations using optical
imaging [21]. The diluteness also suppresses the three-body recombination
responsible for molecules formation and consequent collapse of the condensate.
Owing to the magnetic moment associated with upaired electron, neutral alkali
atoms are well suited for magnetic trapping [22, 23] and evaporative cooling [24,
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Figure 1.1. Successive occurrence of Bose–Einstein condensation in rubidium. Images show the
particle density prior to the appearance (left), at the beginning of the condensation
(middle), and after nearly full condensation (right). The sharp peak appearing at
the trap center is a signature of macroscopic occupation of a single quantum state,
i.e., Bose–Einstein condensation. Reprinted from The Nobel Foundation 9th October
2001 Press Release.

25, 26, 27], as well as for optical conﬁnement and manipulation [28, 29, 30] since
their internal transitions can be excited with available lasers. These unique
properties of gaseous condensates render them ideal test-beds for the study of
interacting many-body quantum systems.
A hallmark of macroscopically occupied quantum state is the presence of longrange phase coherence, which appears as superﬂuidity in a condensed Bose gas
and as superconductivity of Cooper pairs in fermionic systems. Superﬂuidity
is manifested in the formation of quantum vortices—topological defects characterized by the quantized phase winding about the vortex core. Conventional
scalar condensates may host singular vortices, for which the superﬂuid velocity
diverges and, consequently, particle density vanishes at the vortex core [31].
Multiple techniques have been developed to induce and observe such vortices
in experiments. They can be created by dynamical phase imprinting [32, 33],
transfer of angular momentum using Laguerre–Gaussian beams [34, 35, 36],
stirring with optical spoon [37, 38], or rotating asymmetric trap [39]. The creation, dynamics, and stability of quantized vortices in gaseous condensates have
attracted increasing attention since their ﬁrst observation by Matthews et al. in
1999 [33].
Experimentally, Bose–Einstein condensation utilizes sophisticated methods
combining magnetic and optical ﬁelds. The usual BEC experiment starts with a
high-temperature evaporation of atoms from a solid sample. The atomic vapours
are then processed by a sequence of apparata used to cool down and conﬁne the
atoms. The ﬁrst step is referred to as a Zeeman slower, which is used to slow
down the high-energy atoms to temperatures, at which they can be captured in
a magneto-optical trap (MOT) and cooled down to sub-μK temperatures. The
ultralow temperatures are achieved by subsequent evaporative cooling, in which
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the highest-energy atoms are removed from the trap, thus removing excess
energy from the system and cooling the remaining atoms. With the development
of the cooling techniques, the Bose–Einstein condensation has been realized in
Rb [40], Cr [41, 42], K [43], Cs [44], H [45], He [46], and Yb [47] atoms, and in
mixtures of different species [48].
In conventional magnetic traps the hyperﬁne spins of the conﬁned atoms are
frozen in the direction of the magnetic ﬁeld, and therefore the atoms behave
like scalar particles with no internal degree of freedom. In 1998, major advances in laser cooling allowed an experimental group at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology to succeed in trapping a 23 Na condensate by purely optical means [49]. The trapping potential of such an optical trap is independent of
the magnetic substate, and therefore the spins are essentially free to evolve [50].
The resulting access to the internal degrees of freedom in alkali condensates
provides a further advantage in comparison to superﬂuid 4 He. The interaction
strength may be controlled using Feshbach resonances [51, 52, 53, 54, 55], and
even the sign of the interaction can be reversed: a repulsion can be changed
into an attraction. Moreover, this technique is exploited to compose ultracold
molecules in atomic condensates [56, 57]. In this dissertation, we restrict our
attention exclusively to the Bose gases with hyperﬁne spin f = 1, which we refer
to as spin-1 BECs.
Access to the atomic spin degree of freedom greatly broadens the spectrum
of available topological defects and methods for creating them [58, 59, 60, 61,
62, 63, 64]. In particular, topological phase imprinting [65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70]
is a technique that utilizes the adiabatic control of external spatially varying
magnetic ﬁelds. In the context of vortex physics, it provides the ability to create
unconventional conﬁgurations such as multiply quantized [71, 33, 37, 38, 66, 72],
fractional [73, 74], coreless [75, 76], and solitonic vortices [77]. In addition to
the line defects, spinor BECs support more exotic topological conﬁgurations:
monopoles [78], two- and three-dimensional skyrmions [79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 76],
and quantum knots [84, 85].
The variety of possible topological defects is determined by the underlying
symmetries of the order parameter and classiﬁed using homotopy group theory [60, 61, 86, 87]. Importantly, a number of topologically distinct phases
increases with the hyperﬁne spin, paving the way to a vast range of achievable
nontrivial conﬁgurations [88, 59]. Topological defects are persistent objects appearing in many ﬁelds of modern quantum physics including cosmology [63, 62],
particle [89], high-energy, and condensed-matter physics [60, 90]. Some of these
defects are observed routinely in nature and experiments, while others remain
elusive and so far evade any experimental evidence in their original contexts.
The ability to accurately control many characteristic parameters and to directly
image the quantum-mechanical order parameter ﬁeld renders gaseous Bose–
Einstein condensates ideal platforms to create and observe various types of
topological defects. More generally, degenerate quantum gases may serve as
quantum simulators of many different complex phenomena elusive in other
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subﬁelds of physics. For example, the spinor condensates have been suggested to
simulate the physics of black holes [91, 92], cosmic strings [93], self-gravitating
gases [94], and exotic particles, such as the magnetic monopoles [95, 96, 97, 98].
Moreover, the application of suitably designed laser ﬁelds provides an access
to artiﬁcial crystals [99, 100], effective spin-orbit coupling [101, 102], and the
physics of the quantum Hall effect [103, 104, 105].

1.3

Objectives of this dissertation

The objective of this dissertation is to study the creation, stability, and dynamical
properties of exotic topological defects in BECs with spin degree of freedom.
Varying the spatial geometry and temporal dependence of external magnetic
ﬁelds in both adiabatic and highly nonadiabatic regimes, the creation of various
novel topological structures is achieved.
In Publication I, we experimentally create a topological point defect in the polar
order parameter of a spin-1 condensate. We employ the technique, reminiscent
to the topological phase imprinting method proposed in Ref. [67] and used in
Ref. [96] to create a Dirac monopole in the superﬂuid. Our discovery provides the
ﬁrst observation of a topological monopole in a system governed by a quantum
ﬁeld and calls for future studies of the stability and dynamics of these exotic
objects.
In Publication III, we investigate the ﬁne structure of such a monopole and
numerically simulate its decay dynamics in the presence of the quadrupole magnetic ﬁeld used to create it. The isolated monopole is gradually destroyed during
the quantum polar-to-ferromagnetic phase transition driven by the Zeeman
interactions. Strikingly, this phase transition is accompanied by a spontaneous
emergence of a Dirac monopole in the synthetic magnetic ﬁeld. Subsequently, we
conﬁrm our theoretical predictions by the matching experimental observations
reported in Publication V.
In Publication IV, we numerically simulate the temporal evolution of an isolated monopole in the absence of external magnetic ﬁelds. This transition is
therefore driven principally by the dynamical instability due to the ferromagnetic spin–exchange interactions. An initial isolated monopole is observed to
relax into a polar-core spin vortex, thus demonstrating the spontaneous transformation of a point defect in the polar order parameter to a line defect in the
ferromagnetic phase.
In Publication II, we demonstrate the experimental creation and detection
of nonsingular three-dimensional knot solitons in the order parameter of a
polar-phase condensate.
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1.4

Organization of this dissertation

The content of this thesis is organized as follows. Chapter 2 describes the system
under consideration and the theoretical methods used in this thesis. The manybody Hamiltonian is obtained from the ﬁrst principles and simpliﬁed within
the mean-ﬁeld approximation to obtain the equation of motion for the order
parameter. Chapters 3 and 4 review the research reported in Publications I–V. In
Chapter 3, we brieﬂy discuss the symmetry properties of spin-1 order parameters
and classify the topological defects by employing the homotopy group theory. We
introduce the method to induce topological defects by steering external magnetic
ﬁelds and apply it to create a topological point defect and a knot soliton, the
topics of Publications I and II, respectively. Chapter 4 is devoted to the study of
the ﬁne structure and decay dynamics of a topological point defect, which are
reported in Publications III–V.

6

2. Mean-ﬁeld theory

In this Chapter, we introduce the mean-ﬁeld theory of ultracold dilute Bose
gases [106, 107, 108]. In Sec. 2.1, a formal deﬁnition of Bose–Einstein condensation through the Penrose–Onsager criterion is given. In Sec. 2.2, the many-body
Hamiltonian of an interacting Bose gas is constructed using the formalism of
second quantization. In Sec. 2.3, we apply the mean-ﬁeld approximation to
derive the Gross–Pitaevskii equation governing the temporal evolution of the
condensate.

2.1

Criterion of Bose–Einstein condensation

According to Einstein, a BEC manifests itself through the macroscopic occupation of a certain single-particle quantum state. Penrose and Onsager suggested [109] a convenient way to characterize the condensation phenomena by
the eigenvalue spectrum of the single-particle density matrix
ρ (1) (mr, nr ; t) = 〈ψ̂†m (r, t)ψ̂n (r , t)〉 ,

(2.1)

†
ψ̂m (r)

where
and ψ̂m (r) are bosonic ﬁeld operators, which create and annihilate
a particle in a spin state m at a position r, respectively. The density matrix ρ (1) is
Hermitian. Thus, it can be diagonalized in terms of single-particle eigenfunctions
Ψm with real eigenvalues as
   (1)
dr ρ (mr, nr )Ψn (r ) = Nc Ψm (r),
(2.2)
n

where Nc is the largest eigenvalue and Ψ(r) = (Ψ− f , .., Ψ f ) is the corresponding
 ∗
(2 f +1)-component order parameter normalized such that
Ψm (r, t)Ψm (r, t)dr =
m

Nc . According to the Penrose–Onsager criterion, the condensation occurs if Nc
is of the order of total number of particles N, i.e., if
lim

N →∞

Nc
> 0.
N

(2.3)

Thus, the existence of a condensate is quantitatively characterized through the
condensate fraction Nc /N. In this dissertation, we restrict our attention to a nonfragmented condensate, i.e., to a case where the macroscopic occupation appears
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in only one of the single-particle states. The notion of macroscopic occupation is
related to the appearance of off-diagonal long-range order (ODLRO) below the
condensation temperature [110] as
lim

|r−r |→∞

ρ (1) (mr, nr ) = N c Ψ†m (r)Ψn (r ).

(2.4)

One, of course, has to consider an inﬁnite system in order to employ ODLRO as
the condensation criterion.

2.2

Many-body Hamiltonian

In this thesis, we consider BECs of alkali-metal atoms. The atomic orbital
angular momentum vanishes, l = 0, and consequently, there is no related ﬁne
structure. On the other hand, the addition of the electron total angular momentum ĵ = l̂ + ŝ and the nuclear spin î gives a rise to the hyperﬁne spin f .
Below, we exclusively assume a condensate of 87 Rb in f = i − s = 3/2 − 1/2 = 1
hyperﬁne manifold. It serves as a good quantum number if Zeeman interaction
is much weaker than the energy gap to the f = 2 manifold. We therefore use a
z-quantized basis | f , m〉 and describe the many-body Hamiltonian in the spirit
of second quantization, in terms of ψ̂†m (r) and ψ̂m (r). The bosonic ﬁeld operators
satisfy the canonical commutation relations
[ψ̂m (r), ψ̂†n (r )] = δmn δ(r − r ), [ψ̂m (r), ψ̂n (r )] = [ψ̂†m (r), ψ̂†n (r )] = 0,

(2.5)

where δmn is the Kronecker delta which assumes the value 1 if m = n and 0
otherwise. Here and in what follows, the time dependence of operators and
observables is assumed but not shown explicitly if it is not of particular importance.
We start from the noninteracting part of many-body Hamiltonian, which in
the formalism of second quantization reads [50, 111]

Hˆ 0 =

dr

f

m,n=− f

ψ̂†m (r) ĥ mn (r)ψ̂n (r).

(2.6)

The single-particle Hamiltonian ĥ nm (r) comprises the kinetic energy, trapping
potential Utrap , and linear and quadratic Zeeman terms as
 2 ∇2

+ Utrap (r) δmn + μB g f B(r) · Fmn + q[B(r) · F]2mn ,
ĥ mn (r) = −
2M

(2.7)

where M is the mass of the atoms, μB is the Bohr magneton, and q is the strength
of the quadratic Zeeman shift. The atoms are manipulated with spatially and
temporally varying external magnetic ﬁeld B(r, t) and conﬁned in the optical
trap potential Utrap = M(ω2x x2 + ω2y y2 + ω2z z2 )/2, which we assume to be harmonic.
The Landé g-factor g f deﬁnes the strength of the linear Zeeman interaction and
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for atoms in f = 1 state is given by g f = −1/2. Moreover, F = Fx x̂ + Fy ŷ + Fz ẑ is a
vector of the standard spin-1 matrices
⎛
⎛
⎞
⎛
⎞
⎞
0 1 0
0 −1 0
1 0 0
⎜
⎟
⎟
⎟
1 ⎜
i ⎜
⎜
⎜
⎟
⎜
⎟
⎟
Fx =
(2.8)
⎜1 0 1⎟ , Fy =
⎜1 0 −1⎟ , Fz = ⎜0 0 0 ⎟ .
⎝
⎠
⎠
⎠
2⎝
2⎝
0 1
0
0 1 0
0 0 −1
Let us build the interaction Hamiltonian. In dilute gases, the interparticle separation is much longer than the effective range of the interactions, and therefore
the details of the short-range interaction become irrelevant in the scattering of
atoms at ultralow temperatures. These interactions are thus described exclusively by the rotationally-symmetric s-wave scattering channel while the weaker
effects such as the dipole–dipole interactions are neglected [50, 111, 59]. The
binary interactions preserve the total hyperﬁne spin of the scattered atoms, and
the scattering potential can be conveniently divided according to the total spin
of colliding atoms as
2f

1 4π2
Vˆ (r, r ) =
δ(r − r )
a F P̂ F ,
2 M
F =0

(2.9)

where a F is the scattering length of the scattering channel, in which the two
colliding atoms have total hyperﬁne spin F. The projection operator onto

the corresponding two-body state is given by P̂ F = FM =−F Â †F M Â F M , where
f
Â F M (r, r ) = m,n=− f 〈F, M | f , m, f , n〉 ψ̂m (r)ψ̂n (r ). The rotational symmetry of
the s-wave scattering implies that only terms with even F appear in the sum of
Eq. (2.9). In terms of the operators Â F M (r)  Â F M (r, r), the interaction Hamiltonian assumes the simple form
Hˆ int =


2f
F


vF
dr
Â †F M (r) Â F M (r),
2
F =0
M =−F

(2.10)

where vF = 4πM a F . The explicit form of Eq. (2.10) for the atoms in f = 1 hyperﬁne state yields
2

v0
Hˆ int =
2



dr Â †00 (r) Â 00 (r) +

v2
2



dr

2


M =−2

Â †2M (r) Â 2M (r).

(2.11)

Equation (2.11) can be further simpliﬁed using the completeness relation
2

f 12

f 22


FM

|F, M 〉 〈F, M | =

+
+ 2f1 · f2 .
1̂ and the angular momentum composition law (f1 + f2 ) =
Acting on these relations with ψ̂†m1 ψ̂†m2 〈 f , m 1 , f , m 2 | from the left, and with
ψ̂m1 ψ̂m2 | f , m1 , f , m2 〉 from the right, we arrive at

n̂2 (r) = ψ̂†m1 (r)ψ̂†m2 (r)ψ̂m2 (r)ψ̂m1 (r) =

= Â †2M (r) Â 2M (r) + Â †00 (r) Â 00 (r)

(2.12)

M
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and
Ŝ2 (r) = ψ̂†m1 (r)ψ̂†m2 (r)


ν= x,y,z

=

( f ν )m1 m1 ( f ν )m2 m2 ψ̂m2 (r)ψ̂m1 (r) =


M

Â †2M (r) Â 2M (r) − 2 Â †00 (r) Â 00 (r),

(2.13)

respectively. Employment of Eqs. (2.12), (2.13) in Eq. (2.11) yields the total
many-body Hamiltonian assuming the transparent form
 

c0
c1
Hˆ = dr ψ̂†m (r) ĥ mn (r)ψ̂n (r) + n̂2 (r) + Ŝ2 (r) ,
(2.14)
2
2
with c 0 = (v0 + 2v2 )/3 and c 1 = (v2 − v0 )/3 being the strength of density–density
and spin–spin interactions, respectively.

2.3

Mean-ﬁeld approximation

The ﬁeld operators can be expanded using a complete set of orthonormal basis
functions {φmi (r)} as

ψ̂m (r) = φmi (r)â mi ,
(2.15)
i

where m = − f , ..., f is the magnetic quantum number in the z-quantized basis and i denotes the spatial modes. The bosonic creation and annihilations
operators, â†mi and â mi , respectively, satisfy the usual commutation relations
[â mi , â n j ] = [â†mi â†n j ] = 0, [â†mi , â n j ] = δmn δ i j ,
which guarantee the relations (2.5). As for any operator in quantum mechanics,
the temporal evolution of the ﬁeld operator ψ̂(r, t) is governed by
i

∂
∂t

ψ̂m (r, t) = [Hˆ (r, t), ψ̂m (r, t)] =

δHˆ (r, t)
†

δψ̂m (r, t)

,

(2.16)

where the last equality is derived, e.g., in Ref. [112].
In order to develop the mean-ﬁeld theory of weakly interacting bosons, let
us consider a system condensed according to the Penrose–Onsager criterion
discussed in Sec. 2.1. In this dissertation, we will exclusively work in the
limit of zero temperature when all atoms occupy the same quantum state, and
hence the ﬁeld operator ψ̂(r) in Eq. (2.15) can be replaced with Ψ(r), the order
parameter describing atoms in a condensed state [113]. The Bose–Einstein
condensation is therefore manifested through the ﬁnite expectation value of
the ﬁeld operator 〈ψ̂(r)〉 = Ψ(r). The spin-1 mean-ﬁeld order parameter can be
conveniently written as
⎛
⎞
ξ1
⎜
⎟

⎜
⎟
(2.17)
Ψ(r) = e iφ(r) n(r) ⎜ ξ0 ⎟ ,
⎝
⎠
ξ−1
z
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where n(r) is a density of the atoms, φ(r) is the condensate scalar phase, and
ξ(r) is a normalized spinor such that ξ† ξ = 1.
The expectation value of the Hamiltonian (2.14) in the condensed state yields
the mean-ﬁeld energy functional



 2 ∇2
dr Ψ† (r) −
+ Utrap (r)+
2M

c

c1
0
μB g f B(r) · F̂ + q[B(r) · F̂]2 Ψ(r) + n2
+ | s| 2 ,
2
2

E[Ψ] = 〈ψ|Hˆ |ψ〉 =

(2.18)

where n = Ψ† Ψ and s = ξ† Fξ. Inserting Hamiltonian Hˆ into Eq. (2.16) and
rewriting it in terms of the mean-ﬁeld values, we arrive at equation
i

∂
∂t

Ψ(r, t) =

δE
δΨ†

.

(2.19)

With Eq. (2.18), this yields the time-dependent Gross–Pitaevskii equation (GPE)
i

∂
∂t

Ψ(r, t) = Ĥ(r, t)Ψ(r, t),

(2.20)

where
Ĥ(r, t) = −

2 ∇2
2M

+ Utrap (r, t) + μB g f B(r, t) · F + q[B(r, t) · F]2 +


n(r) c 0 + c 1 s(r, t) · F .

(2.21)

The stationary solutions of Eq. (2.20) are of the form Ψ(r, t) = Ψ(r)e− iμ t/ , where
μ is a real parameter. Thus Ψ(r) is also a solution of the time-independent
Gross–Pitaevskii equation
Ĥ Ψ(r) = μΨ(r).

(2.22)

In this thesis, we analyze the mean-ﬁeld Eqs. (2.20) and (2.22) to predict groundstate phases and temporal dynamics of the condensate. They are solved numerically using ﬁnite-difference and operator splitting methods employing highperformance graphical processing units (GPUs) [114, 115, 116].
It is straightforward to identify the ground-state magnetic phases of spin-1
BECs. In the absence of external magnetic ﬁelds, the only spin-dependent term
in the energy functional (2.18) is proportional to c 1 |s|2 . Therefore, the strength
of the spin–spin interactions c 1 uniquely deﬁnes the magnetization, resulting in
two possible ground states:
• Ferromagnetic phase, which maximizes the spin length |s| and corresponds to
the ground state with c 1 < 0.
• Polar phase, which minimizes the spin length |s| and corresponds to the
ground state with c 1 > 0.

11

Mean-ﬁeld theory

12

3. Topological defects in spinor
Bose–Einstein condensates

Topological defects can exist in a system if the state is not topologically equivalent to its ground state. They arise or disappear only as a result of globally
nontrivial transformations, rendering them to be long-lived and robust against
perturbations. Topological defects play important roles in various ﬁelds of
physics including cosmology, particle physics, and string theory. The rest of this
thesis is devoted to the experimental realization and theoretical study of topological excitations which have never been observed before in systems described
by a quantum order parameter.
The types of topological defects that can occur in a system depend naturally
on the symmetries of the corresponding order parameter space and the dimensionality of the physical space. Typically, the more possible phases, the richer
the variety of topological defects. Thus, in Sec. 3.1, we begin by discussing the
order parameter spaces of the spin-1 condensates. In Sec. 3.2, we introduce the
basics of homotopy group theory, which is a convenient tool for investigating the
topological properties of the order parameter space and classifying the possible
defects. In Secs. 3.3 and 3.4, we present our results on the experimental creation
of isolated monopoles and knot solitons in the order parameter of a spin-1 BEC.

3.1

Order parameter space

The symmetries of the order parameter space and the dimensionality of the
physical space dictate what kind of topological defects the condensate may host.
We are interested in symmetry rendered by the spin-dependent part of the
order parameter, thus the density n(r) is assumed to be uniform outside of
singularities in further discussion and we treat spinor ξ = Ψ/ Ψ† Ψ as our order
parameter.
Let us introduce a set of deﬁnitions which will allow us to classify the symmetries of the order parameter in a convenient way [61, 60, 117, 118, 119].
Mathematically, the order parameter ξ is a continuous mapping from the region
in a real space, Rn , to the order parameter space M = C2 f +1 :
ξ : Rn → M.

(3.1)
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Consider the group G of transformations g acting on the order parameter space
M, leaving the particle number, the spin length, and the mean-ﬁeld energy
invariant. The subgroup Hξ of G is called an isotropy group of ξ ∈ M if it leaves
ξ invariant, i.e.
Hξ = { g ∈ G | gξ = ξ} ⊂ G.

(3.2)

We also deﬁne the orbit Mo (ξ) of ξ as a subset of M, which is derived from ξ by
all possible transformations g ∈ G:
Mo (ξ) = { gξ| g ∈ G } ⊂ M.

(3.3)

For a subgroup H ⊂ G, the set of left cosets of H is deﬁned as G/H = { gH | g ∈
G }. The coset spaces G/H and G/H  are identical if and only if H and H  are
conjugate, H  = gH g−1 . Since the isotropy groups of all points on the same orbit
are conjugate to each other, H gξ = gHξ g−1 , we can use Hξ as a representative
of the conjugate class of the isotropy groups gHξ g−1 , and deﬁne the order
parameter manifold as
R = G/H = { gHξ | g ∈ G }.

(3.4)

The interpretation of this manifold is straightforward: G is a set of all transformations which act on M and leave the mean-ﬁeld energy invariant. Isotropy
group H represents the excess symmetry, and therefore, R represents the physically distinct elements of the order parameter. Moreover, as proven in Ref. [120],
the coset G/H divides the group G into disjoint unions.

3.1.1

Order parameters of spin-1 ground-state phases

Let us discuss the symmetry properties of the order parameter in different
ground states of spin-1 condensate. The energy functional (2.18) in the absence
of external ﬁelds is invariant under both the U(1) gauge transformations denoted by U(1)φ and the SO(3) rotations in the spin space denoted by SO(3)f .
The total symmetry of the Hamiltonian is therefore given the by the group of
transformations
G = SO(3)f × U(1)φ .

(3.5)

Each element g of G can be represented as
e iφ e− iFz α e− iFy β e− iFz γ = e iφU ( f =1) (α, β, γ),

(3.6)

where φ is a gauge angle, (α, β, γ) is a trio of Euler angles, and Fy and Fz are the
standard spin-1 matrices introduced in Eq. (2.8).
In the case of the ferromagnetic spin-1 condensate, the representative spinor
which maximizes the spin length is given by ξ = (1, 0, 0)T . The general form of
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the ferromagnetic spinor in the z-quantized basis is therefore obtained by the
arbitrary transformation g ∈ G and reads
⎛ ⎞
⎛
⎞
β
e− iα cos2 2
1
⎜ ⎟
⎜
⎟
⎜ ⎟
⎜
⎟
ξf = e iφU ( f =1) (α, β, γ) ⎜0⎟ = e i(φ−γ) ⎜ 1 sin β ⎟ .
(3.7)
2
⎝ ⎠
⎝
⎠
β
2
i
α
0
e sin 2
z

z

Similarly, the general spinor belonging to the polar phase is expressed as
⎛ ⎞
⎛
⎞
− 1 e− iα sin β
0
⎜ ⎟
⎜ 2
⎟
⎜ ⎟
⎜
⎟
ξp = e iφU ( f =1) (α, β, γ) ⎜1⎟ = e iφ ⎜
(3.8)
⎟ .
cos β
⎝ ⎠
⎝
⎠
1 iα
e sin β
0
2

z

z

For an arbitrary choice of parameters, the spin length for polar and ferromagnetic case are |ξ†p Fξp | = 0 and |ξ†f Fξf | = 1, respectively.
The linear combination φ − γ in the spinor (3.7) implies the spin–gauge symmetry of the ferromagnetic state. In other words, the ferromagnetic order parameter
is invariant under simultaneous spin rotation and gauge transformation by the
same amount. The gauge degree of freedom thus may be removed and the ferromagnetic state is fully speciﬁed by three Euler angles (α , β , γ ) = (α, β, γ − φ)
rendering the order parameter manifold [121]
R f = SO(3)f,φ ,

(3.9)

where subscript f, φ denotes the composite spin–gauge symmetry. So far, we only
utilized the z-quantized representation for the spin degree of freedom. However,
it is sometimes convenient to employ the Cartesian basis, which is related to the
Zeeman basis by the unitary transformation
⎛
⎞
⎛
⎞⎛ ⎞
ξ
0
ξ
−1 i
⎜ 1⎟
⎜
⎟ ⎜ x⎟
1 ⎜
⎜
⎟
⎟⎜ ⎟
(3.10)
⎜ ξ0 ⎟ =
⎜0 0
2⎟ ⎜ξ y ⎟ .
⎝
⎠
⎠⎝ ⎠
2⎝
ξ−1
ξz
1 i 0
z

z

With the help of the Cartesian basis, we can express the local spin as the vector
product s = l × m, where l, m, ∈ R3 are given by the decomposition ξa = (l a +
im a )/ 2, a ∈ { x, y, z}. Since |s(r)| = 1 in the ferromagnetic phase, the triad (s, l, m)
forms an orthonormal basis and serves as a convenient graphical representation
of the ferromagnetic order parameter. Here, the elements of SO(3) play a role of
rotations of a rigid body characterized by the triad (s, l, m).
The pure polar state with |s(r)| = 0 can be conveniently parametrized by
introducing a nematic vector d̂ = (sin β cos α, sin β sin α, cos β), which by deﬁnition
is a real-valued three-dimensional vector ﬁeld. The manifold of d̂ is therefore a
two-dimensional unit sphere which we denote by S f2 . In terms of the nematic
vector, the z-quantized polar-phase spinor reads [50]
⎛
⎞
− d x + id y
⎟
e iφ ⎜
⎜
⎟
ξp =
(3.11)
⎜
2d z ⎟ ,
⎠
2⎝
d x + id y
z
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or, equivalently, in Cartesian basis
ξp = e iφ d̂.

(3.12)

The polar spinor is invariant under rotations about d̂. Although the spin-gauge
coupling does not enter the spinor explicitly as it does in the ferromagnetic
case, the polar state, however, possess a discrete spin-gauge symmetry since the
spinor is invariant under the transformation
(φ, d̂) → (φ + π, −d̂).

(3.13)

The correct polar order parameter manifold is therefore given by [122]
Rp =

3.2

S f2 × U(1)φ
(Z2 )f,φ

.

(3.14)

Classiﬁcation of topological defects

A basis for mathematical classiﬁcation of topological excitations is provided
by the homotopy group theory. With this tool, one can predict what types of
defects can exist in different order parameter spaces, what happens if two defects
coexist, and how they coalesce or disintegrate.
The key idea is to study the behaviour of the order parameter on closed loops,
spheres, and in general any closed manifolds in spaces of any dimension. For simplicity, let us begin with a one-dimensional loop as an example. Mathematically,
a loop l : I → M is deﬁned as a mapping from I = [0, 1] to the order parameter
space M such that l(0) = l(1) = x0 , where x0 is a base point. If two loops l 1
and l 2 can be continuously deformed into one another, they are deﬁned to be
homotopic and denoted as l 1 ∼ l 2 . The relation ∼ satisﬁes the following three
conditions required for the equivalence relation: it is reﬂexive (l ∼ l), symmetric
(l 1 ∼ l 2 ⇔ l 2 ∼ l 1 ), and transitive (l 1 ∼ l 2 and l 2 ∼ l 3 ⇒ l 1 ∼ l 3 ), and therefore
constitutes a homotopy class [l]. We also deﬁne a product of two loops l 1 and l 2
sharing the same base point as
⎧
⎨ l (2s),
0 ≤ s ≤ 12 ,
1
l3 = l1 · l2 =
(3.15)
1
⎩ l (2s − 1),
≤ s ≤ 1.
2

2

The loop l 3 thus traverses ﬁrst l 1 and thereafter l 2 . The product of two
equivalence classes [l 1 ] · [l 2 ] is therefore deﬁned as the equivalence class to
which element l 1 · l 2 belongs. We deﬁne the identity element [c] as a constant loop c such that [c] · [l] = [l] · [c] = [l] and the inverse [l −1 ] of [l] such
that [l −1 ] · [l] = [l] · [l −1 ] = [c]. With these relations and the associative law,
([l 1 ] · [l 2 ]) · [l 3 ] = [l 1 ] · ([l 2 ] · [l 3 ]), the set of all homotopy classes attains a group
structure and it is referred to as the ﬁrst homotopy group, or the fundamental
group π1 (M). The group is said to be Abelian if any two elements commute,
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[l 1 ] · [l 2 ] = [l 2 ] · [l 1 ], and non-Abelian otherwise. For example, all topological
defects in spin-1 BECs correspond to Abelian groups, and therefore their reconnection dynamics is trivial [123].
Generalization of the above discussion for the higher homotopy groups is
straightforward.
We deﬁne the loop as a map from the n-dimensional cube

n
I = (t 1 , t 2 , .., t n )|0 ≤ t i ≤ 1, (1 ≤ i ≤ n) to a manifold M:
α : I n → M,

(3.16)


such that the whole boundary of I denoted by ∂ I = (t 1 , t 2 , ..t n )| some t i = 1 or 0
is mapped to the base point x0 . The nth homotopy group πn (M) is then deﬁned as a group of homotopy equivalent classes of maps α. Each homotopy
group corresponds to one family of topological objects which transform into each
other within the same homotopy class by continuous deformations of the order
parameter.
The fundamental group π1 characterizes quantized vortices in three dimensions and monopoles in two dimensions by considering the behavior of the order
parameter on closed loops encircling the defect core. The simplest example is
a scalar BEC, which can host so-called U(1) vortices. Because the order parameter must be single valued, the particle density vanishes along the vortex
core, about which the gauge angle winds an integer multiple of 2π when we
make a complete circuit of a vortex. This integer number shows how many
times the order parameter space is covered and plays a role of a topological
invariant characterizing the vortex. Vortices in spin-1 polar phase are similar,
however, they can carry also half-integer quanta of gauge angle winding due
to the Z2 symmetry of the order parameter (3.13). The situation is different
in the ferromagnetic phase, where the spin-gauge symmetry limits quantum
vortices to only two topologically distinct objects: the ones that are continuously
deformable into the trivial conﬁguration and the ones that are not. The former
are often referred to as non-singular, or coreless vortices, whereas the latter are
called singular vortices.
Point defects in three dimensions correspond to nontrivial elements of the
second homotopy group, π2 (S 2 ) = Z, and are characterized by winding of the
order parameter on a closed surface that encloses the object. Nontrivial monopole
conﬁgurations can exist in the nematic vector ﬁeld d̂ which fully describes the
magnetic order in the polar phase. The corresponding topological invariant is
given by
Q 2D =

1
8π


Ω

dω i  i jk d̂ ·

 ∂d̂
∂r j

×

∂d̂ 
,
∂r k

(3.17)

where  i jk denotes a totally antisymmetric Levi-Civita tensor and dω i is an
element of the surface Ω enclosing the defect.
The third homotopy group characterizes three-dimensional topological conﬁgurations with identical boundary condition far from a given point. An example
of such topological object is the Shankar skyrmion in the spin-1 ferromagnetic

17

Topological defects in spinor Bose–Einstein condensates

Spin-1 polar

Spin-1 ferromagnetic

Order parameter
manifold

S f2 × U(1)φ

SO(3)f,φ

π1

Z, vortices [111], fractional vortices [74, 73],
1D solitons [77]

Z2 , vortices [111], 1D
solitons [77]

π2

Z, monopoles [98, 78],
2D skyrmions [80, 76,
83, 79]

0

π3

Z, knot solitons [84]

Z, 3D skyrmions [59]

Table 3.1. Relevant homotopy groups and possible topological defects for ferromagnetic and polar
phases of spin-1 Bose gas.

condensate [59]. As mentioned above, its local order parameter can be represented as an orthonormal triad (l, m, s). The skyrmion texture can be generated
by the rotation of this triad by angle θ (r) about r, such that θ (0) = 2π n, n ∈ Z,
and θ (r) = 0 at the spatial inﬁnity. The topological invariant that yields the
coverage of the order parameter space reads

 
∂nβ ∂nγ ∂nδ
1
Q 3D =
dr
αβγδ  i jk nα
,
(3.18)
∂r i ∂r j ∂r k
12π2
α,β,γ,δ i, j,k
where  i jk and αβγδ are the completely antisymmetric tensors of rank 3 and 4,
respectively, and the four-dimensional vector n(r) is deﬁned through the rotation
angle θ (r) as
n(r) =

x

r

sin

θ (r) y
θ (r) z
θ (r)
θ (r) 
, sin
, sin
, cos
.
2 r
2 r
2
2

(3.19)

The third homotopy group also classiﬁes knot solitons—three-dimensional conﬁgurations, characterized by a linking number. Unlike monopoles and Skyrmions,
in a knot soliton, the preimage of each point of the order parameter space is a
circle in the real space. These circles link in a nontrivial way, thus rendering
a topologically protected conﬁguration. The topological charge, or the Hopf
invariant Q H , equals to the number of times each band is linked to all the others
and can be calculated by evaluating the integral


1
QH =
dr
 i jk F i j A k ,
(3.20)
2
16π
i, j,k
where F i j = d̂ · (∂ i d̂ × ∂ j d̂). Vector ﬁeld A is constructed such that ∂ i A j − ∂ j A i =
F i j , and thus it is deﬁned up to a gauge transformation A i → A i + ∂ i Φ. We
can therefore choose A z = 0 as a convenient gauge to calculate topological
charge (3.20).
Table 3.1 summarizes the relevant homotopy groups for the spin-1 condensates
and defects they classify.
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3.3

Creation of isolated monopoles in spin-1 BEC

The existence of magnetic monopoles—stable elementary particles carrying
magnetic charges—has been a subject of speculation since the ﬁrst detailed
observations of magnetism several hundred years ago [98]. A theory of magnetic
monopoles, consistent with both quantum mechanics and the gauge invariance of the electromagnetic ﬁeld, was ﬁrst put forward by Dirac in 1931 [97].
He also noted that, if monopoles exist, all electric charges must be quantized,
that is, all electric charges must be integer multiples of a fundamental unit.
Decades later, ’t Hooft and Polyakov discovered that the existence of monopoles
as quantum-mechanical particle excitations necessarily follows from quite general principles about the uniﬁcation of the fundamental interactions in a grand
uniﬁed theory [124, 125].
Despite extensive experimental attempts, conﬁrmed observations of magnetic
monopoles in the natural electromagnetic ﬁeld are still lacking. Therefore
considerable research has been devoted to the search of analogous entities in
various condensed matter systems. Analogues of magnetic monopoles have been
found in a number of classical systems, including exotic spin ices and liquid
crystals [126]. Recently, a major development has been achieved by imprinting
a Dirac monopole in the synthetic magnetic ﬁeld of a ferromagnetic spin-1
BEC [96].
In this section, we demonstrate the experimental observation of a topological
point defect reminiscent to the ’t Hooft–Polyakov monopole in the order parameter of spinor Bose gas. In Publication I, we topologically imprinted such a point
defect by employing a method originally proposed in Ref. [67] and applied in
Ref. [96] to create the synthetic Dirac monopole in the ferromagnetic condensate.
In contrast to the ferromagnetic phase, the polar-phase BEC permits the existence of topological point defects in its order parameter owing to the nontrivial
second homotopy group, see Table 3.1.
The method we use to create a monopole utilizes adiabatic control of external
spatially and temporally varying magnetic ﬁelds. A similar method was proposed
and subsequently employed to generate a superﬂuid analogue of the magnetic
Dirac monopole in a ferromagnetic BEC [96].
We begin with the condensate of 87 Rb atoms in the polar phase, that is, the
| f = 1, m z = 0〉 spin state corresponding to d̂ = ẑ in Eq. (3.26). The magnetic ﬁeld
used to manipulate the nematic vector is
B(r, t) = Bq (x x̂ + y ŷ − z ẑ ) + Bb ẑ ,

(3.21)

where Bq is the quadrupole ﬁeld strength, Bb is a uniform bias ﬁeld, and the
primed coordinates are related to original coordinates by x = x, y = y, and
z = 2z. In experiment, the bias ﬁeld is created by a set of three mutually
orthogonal ﬁeld coils, and the quadrupole ﬁeld is generated by an additional pair
of coils with oppositely circulating currents. The magnetic ﬁeld zero is initially
kept well outside the condensate by a strong bias ﬁeld such that Bb  Bq R TF ,
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Figure 3.1. Structure of an isolated monopole and the method of its creation. (a–c) Control
sequence of the external quadrupole magnetic ﬁeld (blue thin arrows) during the
creation process of an isolated monopole in the polar phase of the spin-1 BEC and (d)
the theoretical nematic vector ﬁeld conﬁguration generating a monopole. The zero
point of the quadrupole magnetic ﬁeld, indicated by the black dot, is (a) well above,
(b) approaching, and (c) in the middle of the condensate (shaded ellipse). The dashed
arrow in (b–d) shows the path traced by the zero point as it is adiabatically brought
into the condensate. In (d), the directions of the thick arrows indicate the nematic
vector, aligned with the quadrupole ﬁeld, at selected points in space.

where R TF is the axial Thomas–Fermi radius. As in the creation of the Dirac
monopole [96], we adiabatically reduce Bb to zero. This adiabatic creation ramp
is schematically depicted in Fig. 3.1. The adiabaticity here means that the spin
states remain in the instantaneous Zeeman eigenstate, with d̂(r) following the
direction of the local magnetic ﬁeld. Therefore, the creation ramp results in
d̂(r) = (x , y , − z )T /R  , which we refer to as an isolated monopole conﬁguration.
In the z-quantized basis, this adiabatic rotation yields Euler angles of spin
orientation in Eq. (3.7) to change spatially as α = φ and β = π − θ  . The resulting
spinor in the z-quantized basis becomes
⎛
⎞
⎛
⎞

− d x + id y
− e− iφ sin θ 
⎜
⎟
⎜
⎟
1 ⎜
1 ⎜
⎟
⎟
ξ m =
(3.22)
⎜
⎜ − 2 cos θ  ⎟ .
2d z ⎟ =
⎠
⎠
2⎝
2⎝

i
φ

d x + id y
e sin θ
z

z

A radially symmetric nematic vector ﬁeld d̂h = −r̂ corresponds to a z-quantized
spinor
⎛
⎞
⎛
⎞
− d x + id y

1 ⎜
⎜
ξ h =
⎜
2⎝

2d z
d x + id y



− e− iφ sin θ 

⎟
1 ⎜
⎟
⎜
⎟ =−
⎜
⎠
2⎝
z

⎟
⎟
2 cos θ  ⎟ .
⎠

e iφ sin θ 

(3.23)

z

The topological equivalence between the radially-symmetric and our isolated
monopole conﬁgurations is established through a continuous rotation of the
nematic vector ﬁeld by π about the z-axis, R z (π)ξh = ξm . After the monopole is
created, we apply a "projection ramp" in which the magnetic bias ﬁeld is rapidly
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 3.2. Relation between the quadrupole and a radially symmetric hedgehog conﬁguration
of an isolated monopole. Nematic vector ﬁeld obtained from numerical simulations
(a, b) just before and (c, d) 12 μs after the beginning of the 50-μs projection ramp
with p̂ = −ẑ. In panels (c) and (d), the Larmor precession has induced a π rotation
of the nematic vector about the z-axis. The colormap on the right deﬁnes the scale
for the column-integrated particle density which is shown on the background of the
vector ﬁeld in each panel.

increased to Bb /Bq  R TF along a direction of our choice, p̂, leaving the nematic
vector essentially unchanged. In fact, after the projection ramp along p̂ = −ẑ,
the order parameter oscillates between the two monopole conﬁgurations owing
to the Larmor precession and thus also the hedgehog conﬁguration is created in
this experiment. This is conﬁrmed by the numerical simulations as shown in
Fig. 3.2.
After the projection ramp, the time-of-ﬂight images are taken simultaneously
along horizontal and vertical axes to verify that the desired spin texture was
created. The experimental creation and imaging processes are simulated numerically by solving the three-dimensional dynamics of the mean-ﬁeld spinor
order parameter using the spin-1 Gross–Pitaevskii equation (2.20). In Fig 3.3,
we show one-to-one comparisons of the numerically obtained particle density
distributions to the experimental results without any free parameters. These
results constitute the ﬁrst experimental observations of topological point defects
in a quantum order parameter.
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(a)

(d)

(c)

(b)
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|1〉
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|−1〉

|1〉

~
np

0

~
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Figure 3.3. Experiment compared with numerical simulations. (a, c) Experimentally obtained
images of the condensate taken along (a) the horizontal ŷ axis and (c) the vertical ẑ
axis. (b, d) Results of the corresponding numerical simulations. In each panel, the
top image gives a false color composite, in which the color and its intensity represent
the particle density of each spinor component integrated along the respective imaging
axis. The lower three sets of images show the densities for the individual components.

22

Topological defects in spinor Bose–Einstein condensates

3.4

Creation of a knot soliton

Two decades ago, Faddeev and Niemi suggested that knots may exist as stable solitons in a three-dimensional classical ﬁeld theory [127]. Knotted structures have been identiﬁed experimentally in classical objects such as strands
of DNA [128] molecules and nontrivial orientations of liquid crystals [129, 130].
More recently, nontrivial vortex knots have been created experimentally in water [85] and optical beams [131], and discussed theoretically in the context of
superﬂuid turbulence [132]. However, no experimental observations of knots
have previously been reported in quantum matter.
In the context of ﬁeld theories, knots can appear as particle-like topological
solitons. Mathematically, they are deﬁned as three-dimensional topological
excitations, which correspond to a nontrivial element of the third homotopy
group. Knots differ from other topological excitations such as vortices, monopoles,
and skyrmions in that they are classiﬁed by a linking number while others are
classiﬁed by winding numbers. A knot soliton consists of an inﬁnite number
of rings, each linked with all of the others to generate a toroidal knotted ﬁeld
structure. For example, Maxwells equations admit solutions that involve solitons
in which these linked rings are electric or magnetic ﬁeld lines.
In Publication II, we demonstrate the experimental creation and detection
of knot solitons in the order parameter of a spin-1 condensate. In our experiments, the created linked rings are associated with different orientations of
nematic vector ﬁeld d̂ which characterizes the magnetic order in the polar-phase
condensate.

Figure 3.4. Knot soliton conﬁguration in real space and its relation to the nematic vector d̂
in S 2 (inset). The inner white ring (d z = −1) deﬁnes the core of the knot soliton.
The surrounding coloured bands (d z = 0) deﬁne the surface of a torus, with colours
representing the azimuthal angle of d̂ , which winds in both the toroidal and poloidal
directions. The outer dark grey rings (d̂ ≈ 1) indicate the approximate outer boundary
of the soliton, where the ﬁeld assumes its initial direction

We begin with an optically trapped 87 Rb condensate described by the nematic
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vector d̂0 = ẑ. The zero point of the external magnetic ﬁeld B(r, t) = Bb (t)ẑ +
Bq (xx̂ + yŷ − 2zẑ) is initially placed well outside the condensate. The starting
point is therefore essentially the same as in the creation on an isolated monopole.
However, the creation of the knot soliton is initiated by a sudden change of Bb ,
which places the ﬁeld zero at the centre of the condensate, ideally leaving the
state d̂ = ẑ unchanged. The nematic vectors then precess about the direction of
the local magnetic ﬁeld at their spatially dependent Larmor frequencies
ωL (r) =

g f μB |B(r)|



.

(3.24)

Therefore, both the frequency and the axis of precession varies nontrivially in
space, resulting in time-dependent nematic vector ﬁeld
d̂(r, t) = e− iωL (r)B̂(r)·F̂t · d̂0 .

(3.25)

The precession time Tevolve can be chosen such that the order parameter assumes
its initial value on a closed surface surrounding the ﬁeld zero, i.e. d̂(R, Tevolve ) =
d̂0 . The set of points R therefore establishes the boundary of volume V , which
consequently can be identiﬁed with S 3 , the surface of a four-dimensional ball.
Thus the nematic vector ﬁeld d̂(r) maps points in real space r ∈ S 3 to points on
the surface of the unit sphere d̂ ∈ S 2 . Nontrivial mapping d̂(r) from S 3 to S 2
rendered by the spin rotation in Eq. (3.25) leads to knotted ﬁeld conﬁgurations
characterized by integer Hopf invariant Q H deﬁned in Eq. (3.20). In particular,
the structure achieved by a 2π rotation of the nematic vector, ωL (R)Tevolve = 2π,
corresponds to topological charge Q H = 1 and is shown schematically in Fig. 3.4.
After the Larmor precession time, Tevolve , we choose the quantization axis
p̂ by rapidly applying the bias ﬁeld Bb in this direction. By deﬁnition, the
nematic vector is aligned with the local spin quantization axis, along which the
condensate is fully in the m z = 0 component, given by the transformation
⎛
⎞
⎛
⎞
ξ1
− d x + id y
⎜
⎟
⎟
1 ⎜
⎜
⎟
⎜
⎟
(3.26)
⎜ ξ0 ⎟ =
⎜
2d z ⎟ .
⎝
⎠
⎠
2⎝
ξ−1 
d x + id y 
z

z

Thus a projection ramp taken along an arbitrary direction ẑ populates the
m z = 0 component with the preimages of the antipodal points in S 2 corresponding to d z = ±1. Applying the projection ramp along x or y, for example, we
can observe the preimages of d x = ±1 or d y = ±1 in the m x,y = 0 component,
respectively, as shown in Fig. 3.5. The appearance of a knot during the Larmor
precession is shown in Fig. 3.6. The winding of the nematic vector in the inhomogeneous magnetic ﬁeld generates the soliton core, which appears as a ring of
enhanced particle density that ﬁrst emerges at the boundary of the condensate
and subsequently shrinks inwards.
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Figure 3.5. Linked preimages. (a) Experimental and (b) simulated top images of the m x = 0
spinor component for Tevolve = 508 μs and projections along − x. (c), Simulated top
image of the condensate in (b) before expansion. Projection along α ∈ {± x, ± y} results
in a column density with pronounced intensity along the preimages of d α = 1 and
d α = −1. (d), Preimages of d x = ±1 from the simulation of panel (c), with colours
corresponding to those of Fig. 3.4. (e–h), same as (a–d), but for images taken from
the side. (i–l), same as (a–d), but for projection along y and preimages d y = ±1.
(m–p), same as (e–h), but for projection along y and preimages d y = ±1.
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Figure 3.6. Tying the knot soliton by winding the nematic vector. Experimental (a) side and (b,
c) top images of the atomic column density of the (a, b) | m z = 0〉 and (c)| m z = −1〉
spinor components at the indicated evolution times. The continuous rotation of the
nematic vector brings the knot soliton into the condensate through its boundary. The
intensity peaks inside the circular intensity dips in (a) show the core of the knot
soliton.
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4. Evolution of an isolated monopole in
spin-1 Bose–Einstein condensate

In this Chapter, we investigate the ﬁne structure and decay dynamics of an
isolated monopole defect created in Publication I. When the point defect is
let to evolve in time while the optical trap and the quadrupole magnetic ﬁeld
are kept constant, we observe a dynamical quantum polar-to-ferromagnetic
phase transition driven mainly by the Zeeman energy. Strikingly, the resulting ferromagnetic order parameter exhibits a Dirac monopole in its synthetic
magnetic ﬁeld. Previously, a Dirac monopole in a ferromagnetic BEC has been
implemented experimentally by adiabatic steering of external magnetic ﬁeld,
providing the ﬁrst known realization of Dirac’s celebrated theory of a charged
quantum particle interacting with a ﬁxed magnetic monopole.
We begin this Chapter by brieﬂy introducing the notion of gauge potentials and
synthetic electromagnetism in the context of superﬂuid Bose gas [121]. The spontaneous emergence of the Dirac monopole has ﬁrst been predicted numerically
in Publication III and consequently observed in our recent experiment reported
in Publication V. The rest of this Section discusses the results of Publication IV,
where the decay of the monopole in the absence of external magnetic ﬁelds has
been numerically studied. This decay is driven principally by the dynamical
instability due to the ferromagnetic spin-exchange interactions and observed to
results in the spontaneous appearance of unconventional vortex conﬁgurations.

4.1

Dirac monopole in a synthetic magnetic ﬁeld

In our system of charge-neutral alkali atoms, spatiotemporal variations of the
ferromagnetic spinor give rise to synthetic electromagnetism [133, 134, 135].
This is revealed by writing the mean-ﬁeld Gross–Pitaevskii equation for the
spinor order parameter Ψ = ξψ in a form analogous to the Schrödinger equation
for a scalar charged particle [121]. In this representation, the scalar part of
the order parameter ψ(r, t) plays the role of the wave function of the charged
particle. The synthetic vector and scalar potentials acting on the scalar part of
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the wave function enter the non-linear Schrödinger equations as
A∗ (r, t) =

i †
ξ (r, t)∇ξ(r, t),
q∗

and

Φ∗ (r, t) = −

(4.1)

i †
∂ξ(r, t)
,
ξ (r, t)
q∗
∂t

(4.2)

respectively. Following the creation protocol of an isolated monopole applied
to the initially spin-polarized condensate, spin-rotations according to Eq. (3.8)
render the spinor to be
⎛
⎞
(1 − cos θ  )
⎜
⎟
1⎜

⎟
ξD = ⎜ 2e iφ sin θ  ⎟ .
(4.3)
⎠
2⎝

2i φ

e
(1 + cos θ ) 
z

Substituting this spinor into Eq. (4.1), the synthetic magnetic ﬁeld reads


B∗ (r , t) =  ∇ × A∗ (r , t) =


q∗ r  2

r̂ .

(4.4)

Note that Eq. (4.3) implies a doubly quantized vortex on the positive z-axis. The
location of the vortex, however, is here imprinted by the path of the ﬁeld zero
and can in general be different.

4.2

Decay of an isolated monopole into a Dirac monopole
conﬁguration

In Publication III, we numerically study the detailed structure and decay dynamics of isolated monopoles. We ﬁnd that immediately after the creation ramp,
the core of the monopole contains a small half-quantum vortex ring [136] as
shown in Fig.4.1(g,h). Due to adiabaticity of the creation process, a BEC almost
entirely resides in the so-called neutral state which corresponds to the zero
eigenvalue of the local Zeeman Hamiltonian. However, 100 ms after the creation
ramp, the polar phase has noticeably decayed towards the local ferromagnetic
strong-ﬁeld-seeking state, i.e., the spin state that minimizes the local Zeeman
energy E Z (r) = −μB | g f |ξ† Bq (r) · Fξ. The ferromagnetic phase is ﬁrst visible at
the top and bottom edges of the condensate and expands gradually until the
condensate is almost entirely spin-polarized along the local magnetic ﬁeld Bq (r).
As discussed in the previous Section, the spin conﬁguration corresponding to
the quadrupole ﬁeld Bq (r) contains a Dirac monopole in its synthetic magnetic
ﬁeld. Since point defects are not topologically allowed in the ferromagnetic
phase of spin-1 BECs, this spin texture is naturally accompanied by a nodal
line connecting the boundary of the condensate with the core of the monopole.
In the previously realized Dirac monopoles [96], the nodal line is a doubly
quantized vortex connecting to the defect. In contrast to a deterministically
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created Dirac monopole, the spontaneously emerged conﬁguration contains a
single-quantum vortex that reverses its circulation at the monopole, a scenario
that has previously been shown to minimize the mean-ﬁeld energy in the case
of the Dirac monopole [137]. We conﬁrm the presence of this single-quantum
vortex in Fig. 4.2 where it is visible as a line of suppressed spin density.
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Figure 4.1. (a, c, e) Horizontally and (b, d, f) vertically integrated particle densities for the
indicated waiting times after the creation ramp which produces the isolated monopole.
Different colours correspond to particles in different z-quantized spin states with the
colour and intensity scales given in the bottommost panel. (g–l) Fine structure of
(g–j) the nematic vector d̂ (↑) and (k, l) average spin Ŝ (↑) of the condensate onto (g,
i, k) the xz- and (h, g, l) x y-planes for different indicated waiting times after the
creation ramp. The background colormap shows (g, i, k) the y component, (h, j) the
azimuthal component, and (l) the z component of the spin. The white arrows indicate
the location of a vortex line which is shown more clearly in Fig. 4.2

(a)

(b)

y
3 +m

x
nmin

nmax

nmin

nmax

Figure 4.2. (a) Simulated spin density |Ψ† FΨ| and (b) particle density

Ψ† Ψ of the condensate
200 ms after the creation ramp. The spin density is well depleted along the vortex,
whereas the particle density is only partially depleted.

In Publication V, we report the experimental observation of the decay dynamics
of an isolated monopole which is observed to agree with the theoretical predictions. We draw evidence for our conclusions from observations of the column
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particle densities in different spin states during the decay (Fig. 4.3). Moreover, in
agreement with our numerical results, we observe the spontaneous appearance
of nodal lines connecting the monopole to the condensate boundary as shown in
Fig. 4.4.
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z
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|0
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ñp
|−1

|1

Figure 4.3. Column particle densities imaged along y in the three − z-quantized spin states
during the decay of an isolated monopole for (a–d,i–k) experiments and (e–h,l–n)
simulations. The waiting times are indicated in the bottom-right corner of each
panel.
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Figure 4.4. Experimental column particle densities of − z-quantized spin states showing nodal
lines associated with the Dirac monopole. The ﬁrst, second, and third columns correspond to the top images of spinor components. The fourth column shows the related
composite side images; and the ﬁfth column shows the corresponding numerically
obtained spin densities before the projection ramp. In (a–e), the monopole is located
in the upper half of the condensate, in (f–j) in the middle, and in (k–o) in the lower
half. The solid red arrows in (c, g, k) indicate the locations of the nodal lines, and
the dashed red arrows in (e, j, o) indicate the direction of the vorticity of the nodal
line.

31

Evolution of an isolated monopole in spin-1 Bose–Einstein condensate

4.3

Free evolution of an isolated monopole

In Publication IV, we simulate the decay dynamics of an isolated monopole in
the absence of external magnetic ﬁelds. After the monopole is created and the
magnetic ﬁeld is instantaneously switched off, the polar-to-ferromagnetic phase
transition takes place, with the spin-exchange interaction energy

1
E s = − | c 1 | n2 s2 dr ≤ 0,
(4.5)
2
decreasing from its unfavourably high value and converting into kinetic, potential, and density–density interaction energy of the BEC. Figure 4.5 depicts the
spin ﬁeld s(r, t) well after the monopole creation. At t = 100 ms [Fig. 4.5(a)], the
nematic monopole defect in the polar phase has transformed into a dominantly
ferromagnetic state containing a polar-core vortex, the axial symmetry of which
is observed to be broken at t = 750 ms [Fig. 4.5(b)]. An identical simulation
with much stronger ferromagnetic interactions, c̃ 1 = 4c 1 , exhibits similar qualitative behaviour but with stronger localization of the vortex [Fig 4.5(c)]. We
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z
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x
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x

|s| = 0

z
x

y
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Figure 4.5. Free decay of the isolated monopole. Each panel presents by arrows the projection of
the local spin vector s(r) onto the indicated coordinate plane, with the background
color representing the magnitude |s(r)|. Rows (a) and (b) show the resulting spin
textures after (a) 100 ms and (b) 750 ms of time evolution with weakly ferromagnetic
interactions c 1 , corresponding to spin-1 87 Rb atoms. Row (c) is for 750 ms of waiting
time with an enhanced spin-exchange interaction strength c̃ 1 = 4c 1 .

also investigate the dynamics of an isolated monopole pierced by a vortex line
with winding number κ. It is shown to decay to a coreless Anderson–Toulouse
vortex if κ = 1 [Fig 4.6(a–d)], and to a singular vortex with an empty core if κ = 2
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[Fig 4.6(e–h)]. In both cases, the resulting vortex is also encircled by a polar-core
vortex ring.
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Figure 4.6. Decay products of an isolated monopole (d̂ = r̂) pierced with a straight (a–d) singly
or (e–h) doubly quantized vortex. Panels (a, b, e, f) illustrate the integrated column
densities of the spin states | m〉 in the z-quantized basis. Panels (c, d, g, h) show a
projection of the spin ﬁeld s(r).
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5. Summary and conclusions

The central objective of this thesis was to investigate topological defects which
have nontrivial three-dimensional structure. In particular, we provided the
ﬁrst experimental realization of a knot soliton and of an isolated point defect,
which correspond to the nontrivial element of the third homotopy group, π3 ,
and to the singular element of the second homotopy group, π2 , respectively.
Importantly, these types of topological objects have never been observed in any
system governed by a quantum ﬁeld before.
This work is motivated by the remarkable recent experiments, in which Dirac
monopoles were created in the synthetic magnetic ﬁeld [96]. In Publication I, we
provided the ﬁrst direct observation of a topological point defect in a quantum
order parameter using a similar technique. The existence of point defects is permitted by a nontrivial second homotopy group of the polar state. The presence of
a monopole is veriﬁed by a very good agreement with our theoretical predictions
and the correct response to the applied spin rotations. The ﬁne structure of
this monopole and its decay dynamics driven by the external magnetic ﬁeld
are numerically studied in Publication III. It is shown that on the lengthscale
beyond the experimental resolution, the core of the monopole contains a small
half-quantum vortex ring. The subsequent temporal evolution is accompanied
with a dynamical polar-to-ferromagnetic phase transition, which eventually
results in a spin conﬁguration containing a Dirac monopole in its synthetic
magnetic ﬁeld. In Publication V, our theoretical foundations were conﬁrmed
by a good quantitative agreement with a series of experiments, in which the
particle densities of the spin states for different decay times were measured.
Importantly, in both theoretical predictions and experimental observations, the
condensate exhibits a spontaneous emergence of nodal lines in its spindensity,
the feature known to support a Dirac monopole. In Publication IV, we obtained
further insight into the stability of the isolated monopole by numerically simulating its temporal evolution in the absence of external magnetic ﬁeld. Owing
to the triviality of the second homotopy group, the existence of point defects in
the ferromagnetic condensate is forbidden, and therefore, the monopole charge
relaxes towards vortex conﬁguration.
In addition to the physics of point defects, our attention has been drawn to the

35

Summary and conclusions

so-called knot soliton, a particle-like topological excitation which is predicted
to appear in ﬁeld theories. In the context of ultracold Bose gases, it can be
dynamically induced into the condensate by the technique similar to one we use
in monopole experiment. In Publication II, we demonstrated the experimental
creation and detection of knot solitons in the order parameter of the polar-phase
Bose–Einstein condensate.
This thesis includes original experimental and theoretical studies of novel
topological conﬁgurations in dilute Bose–Einstein condensates. The most signiﬁcant outcomes include the ﬁrst experimental realizations of a knot soliton and of
an isolated monopole defect in the quantum-mechanical order parameter of a
spinor BEC. Although the creation of the monopole does not bring us any closer
to ﬁnding the natural magnetic monopole, it does, however, clearly demonstrate
the possibility for such a topological monopole to exist in Nature. Our work
opens up variety of theoretical and experimental possibilities for future research
directions, such as the creation of multiple monopoles and the study of different
interacting topological entities within a single condensate. Furthermore, Bose
gases with the higher value of the hyperﬁne spin could feature interesting topological conﬁgurations, which obey the non-Abelian statistics in certain magnetic
phases.
Gaseous atomic condensates with their ﬂexibility and versatility provide unforeseen possibilities to investigate complex phenomena at the intersection
of atomic, condensed-matter, particle physics, and cosmology. Presently, the
research related to ultracold quantum gases constitutes a rapidly developing
branch of physics and we can only speculate what new opportunities gaseous
BECs will have to offer in future.
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