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This master’s thesis studies Kivinokka as an urban landscape where 
cultural heritage and meanings have cumulated over time. Kivinokka 
is a 68-hectare large cape in the neighbourhoods of Herttoniemi and 
Kulosaari in southeastern Helsinki. It has a history as a landscape of 
leisure. Kivinokka transformed from a rural landscape of production 
to a landscape of leisure during the 19th century, when the owners of 
the Brändö manor, located in Kivinokka, began using it as their sum-
mer residence. Workers started to spend their summers in Kivinokka 
in the beginning of the 20th century. In the 1930’s, the city founded a 
folkpark, a recreational area dedicated to the working class, in Kivi-
nokka. Today, this tradition of free time lives on in Kivinokka in the 
form of summer huts and an allotment garden, and the area has been 
named a regionally significant cultural landscape as a remnant of a 
20th century working class summer colony. 

The aim of the thesis is to examine the cultural heritage of landscape 
through a concrete example. In the thesis, the formation of cultural 
heritage is seen as an ongoing process arising from the interaction 
between the physical environment and culture. The focus of the the-

sis on the significance and the different roles Kivinokka has had in 
Helsinki at different times, and they are mirrored to the present-day.

In the first part, the goals for the thesis are set. The second part exa-
mines the development of Kivinokka in the context of the changing 
city. It analyses how the meanings of Kivinokka have evolved along 
with the societal changes and how these meanings are visible in the 
landscape. The third part presents Kivinokka’s present state from its 
social environment to its functionality, built environment and natural 
environment. 

The objective of the plan is to reconcile Kivinokka’s present values 
and its cultural heritage with its changed role in the city. The history 
and legacy of Kivinokka are seen as strenghts that should guide its 
future change. The plan outlines how the 20th century folkpark trans-
forms into a 21st century urban commons.
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Tässä diplomityössä tarkastellaan Kivinokkaa urbaanina maisemana, 
johon on kerrostunut ajan saatossa kulttuurista perintöä ja merkityk-
siä. Kivinokka on 68 hehtaarin laajuinen niemi Herttoniemen ja Ku-
losaaren kaupunginosissa kaakkoisessa Helsingissä. Kivinokalla on 
monipuolinen perinne vapaa-ajanvieton paikkana. Kivinokka muuntui 
ruraalista tuotantomaisemasta vapaa-ajan maisemaksi 1800-luvulla, 
kun siellä sijaitsevan Kulosaaren kartanon omistajat alkoivat käyttää 
kartanoa kesäkotinaan. Työläiset rupesivat viettämään kesiä Kivi-
nokassa 1900-luvun alussa, ja 1930-luvulla sinne perustettiin kan-
sanpuisto, työväen käyttöön vihitty virkistysalue. Nykyään tämä va-
paa-ajan perinne elää Kivinokassa kesämajojen ja siirtolapuutarhan 
muodossa, ja Kivinokka on nimetty seudullisesti arvokkaaksi kulttuu-
riympäristöksi jäänteenä 1900-luvun alun vapaa-ajanviettotavasta.

Diplomityön tarkoitus on tutkia maiseman kulttuurisen perintöä konk-
reettisen esimerkin kautta. Työssä käsitetään kulttuurisen perinnön 
muodostuminen jatkuvana prosessina, joka syntyy fyysisen ympäris-
tön ja kulttuurin vuorovaikutuksen myötä. Tämän takia työssä määri-
tellään, mikä merkitys ja rooli Kivinokalla on ollut Helsingissä eri aikoi-
na, ja peilataan näitä rooleja nykyaikaan. 

Työn ensimmäisessä osiossa asetetaan diplomityön tavoitteet ja 
lähtökohdat Kivinokan kulttuurisen perinnön tarkasteluun. Toisessa 
osassa tutustutaan Kivinokan kontekstiin muuttuvassa kaupungissa. 
Osiossa analysoidaan, miten Kivinokan merkitys on muuttunut yhteis-
kunnan muutosten myötä ja miten nämä merkitykset näkyvät maise-
massa. Kolmannessa osiossa tutkitaan Kivinokan nykytilaa sosiaali-
sesta ympäristöstä toiminnallisuuteen, rakennettuun ympäristöön ja 
luonnonympäristöön. 

Diplomityön suunnitelman tavoite on sovittaa yhteen Kivinokan nyky-
tilan arvot ja kulttuurinen perintö sekä sen muuttunut rooli kaupungis-
sa. Kivinokan historia ja perintö nähdään vahvuuksina, joiden tulee 
ohjata sen tulevaa muutosta. Suunnitelmassa hahmotellaan, miten 
1900-luvun alun kansanpuisto muuntautuu 2000-luvun yhteisölliseksi 
virkistysalueeksi. 
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1 . 1  P R E FAC E

Green areas have been an integral part of our cities in the past and 
continue to be in the present, but their role in the urban context has 
changed along with the society. In this thesis, I study the green area of 
Kivinokka as a landscape of cultural significance. I analyse the mean-
ings it has adopted in the face of social changes. My aim is to present 
a proposition of how Kivinokka should be developed in the future and 
what role it should assume in the city.
 
When choosing the topic of my thesis, I contemplated on what moti-
vates my work as a landscape architect. I realised that my thinking is 
driven by the attachments people form with places and the way their 
surroundings affect their own identity. This basis was formed by per-
sonal experiences during my childhood in eastern Helsinki. I grew up in 
a district where the phases of its history have become layers of its land-
scape. As a district, eastern Helsinki may have a dubious reputation, 
but I derived pride and meaning from its landscape. Even as a child, I 
saw value in the way the characteristics of landscape tell about its past. 
During my studies of landscape architecture, I was familiarised with the 
concept of cultural landscapes but never formed my own opinion of it, 
even though it became an important part of my thinking. For my thesis, 
I wanted to delve deeper into the cultural meanings of urban landscape 
to clarify my stance on the matter.
 
Kivinokka became my case site because of its topical status. A few 
years ago, Kivinokka was in the headlines because the city proposed 
developing it as a residential area. Kivinokka’s users opposed the plan 
loudly and defended its use as a green area. The discussion revealed 
the strong attachments people had formed with the place but also the 
problematic relationship between Kivinokka’s value as a green area 
and the needs of the city. Kivinokka is an institutionally valued cultur-
al environment as a remnant of a working class summer resort but it 
seemed that the very features that make Kivinokka valuable as a cul-
tural landscape conflict with the needs of the contemporary city and its 
inhabitants. Kivinokka is site of hundreds of summer huts and an allot-
ment garden that were founded in the beginning of the 20th century. In 

addition to historic value, Kivinokka has strong social and cultural value 
as a place cherished by its users. However, public debate questioned 
whether the private use of summer huts and allotment cottages could 
be combined with the public use of a green space. Future densification 
of the city would even further increase the pressure for public recrea-
tional use in Kivinokka.
 
In this thesis, I aim to reconcile this contradiction of present values and 
future needs. Firstly, I define my perspective on the concept of cultural 
landscapes. In the second chapter, I study Kivinokka in the context 
of Helsinki: what role it had in the past, how this history is visible in 
Kivinokka today, and what changes it faces in the future. In the third 
chapter, I examine Kivinokka in its present state: the landscape its so-
cial, functional, built and natural features shape. In the fourth chapter, 
I formulate my proposition on the development of Kivinokka. Lastly, I 
present my conclusions on the values and future development of Kivi-
nokka, my thoughts on the process and what I have learned about cul-
tural landscapes during the making of this thesis.
 
This thesis is an independent work, but I hope that it can be used as a 
help in the drafting of Kivinokka’s detail city plan that begun in 2017. My 
instructor was Birgitta Rossing from the City of Helsinki Public Works 
Department, and I also got comments from Maria Jaakkola and Maija 
Lounamaa from the city planning department. In addition, I received 
feedback and information from other experts in the Public Works De-
partment and Sports Department. I studied the various plans and re-
ports on Kivinokka for data and found precious information on the form 
life has taken in Kivinokka from the histories compiled by associations 
active in Kivinokka – Kivinokkalaiset ry, Herttoniemen siirtolapuutarha 
ry and JHL ry. I have also collected information by visiting Kivinokka 
on many occasions at different times of the year and interviewing Kivi-
nokka’s users, including representatives from Kivinokkalaiset ry and 
JHL ry.

The topic of this master’s thesis is the Kivinokka cape, a large green area in the city of Helsinki. I use the site to reflect 
on my relationship with the concept of cultural landscapes. My main focus is to study the role of Kivinokka in the con-
text of the society and the city in the past, the present and the future.
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1 . 2  C U LT U R A L  L A N D S C A P E S
All landscapes manifest cultural heritage both through the meanings we attach to them and the physical environment 
that represents those meanings. A cultural environment is a protected landscape, valued for the way it illustrates how 
local culture and physical environment have evolved through interaction. 

The aim of this thesis is to contemplate on the cultural meanings at-
tached to landscapes that are derived from its past and present.  
A landscape is always a cultural construct because it is, in essence, 
a combination of the physical environment and our interpretation of it. 
The European Landscape Convention (2000: 30) defines landscape 
as ‘an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of 
the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors’. Therefore 
landscapes, by definition, always have a cultural level: as we observe 
the physical environment, our perception is guided by our conceptions, 
thoughts and memories. In other words, we always interpret landscape 
through our own cultural context. Our surroundings assume a cultural 
meaning already as we perceive them. Therefore, even a landscape 
that is not visibly altered by human influence is still cultural by character.
 
From this point of view, it is not fitting to label landscapes as either ‘cul-
tural’ or ‘natural’, as we often do. Even the landscapes that we perceive 
as natural can have strong cultural meanings. However, the distinction 
is made to emphasise the qualities of the landscape that are deemed 
particularly valuable (Antrop 2013: 12). The term ‘cultural landscape’ 
is evaluative, used of protected, institutionally valued landscapes. 
They are seen as the foundation of our collective identity and memory 
(Kulttuuriympäristöstrategia 2014: 6) because they tell a story about 
the form human life has taken in a certain location. A cultural landscape 
demonstrates natural and social conditions, specific to the locality. The 
World Heritage Convention (Operational Guidelines for the Implemen-
tation of the World Heritage Convention 2016: 47) defines cultural land-
scapes as significant sites that are illustrative of the evolution of human 
society, the natural environment and how they have influenced each 
other. In Finland, valuable cultural landscapes and environments are 
determined based on how well they mirror the typical characteristics of 
the region (Missä maat on mainiommat 2012: 36).

Even though all landscapes have cultural meanings, this thesis fo-
cuses on an institutionally valued cultural landscape due to the 
significance of the concept of ‘cultural landscapes’ in the profession 

of landscape architecture. In Finland, the system for protecting the cul-
tural heritage imbedded in landscapes is highly hierarchical spanning 
from regionally significant cultural environments to nationally significant 
cultural environments and universally valuable World Heritage sites 
(Salastie et al. 2014: 18-23). As an influential concept, I wanted to test 
the applicability of the status of a cultural environment on a case site. 

The case site chosen for this thesis is Kivinokka. It has the pro-
tection status of a regionally valuable cultural environment. The Hert-
toniemi allotment garden in Kivinokka is a nationally significant cultural 
environment. (Missä maat on mainiommat 2012: 95) The City of Hel-
sinki has named Kivinokka a culturally valuable area (Heinänen et al. 
2012: 59). In addition to this institutional valuation, the residents of Hel-
sinki also appreciate the cultural and historical qualities of Kivinokka, 
as can be noted from the comments collected during the making of the 
city’s new master plan (Helsinki 2050 survey 2017).
 
In this thesis, I study how human activity and culture has affected 
the landscape of Kivinokka and what its significance is for the res-
idents of Helsinki. I evaluate which features are valuable for the cul-
tural heritage of Helsinki and what physical traces and meanings are 
attached to them. This means I also have to examine the development 
of the city and the society on a wider scope as well to understand the 
context of the site. In conclusion, I can determine what kind of a story 
the landscape of Kivinokka tells and how it relates to the city and the 
society.

My standpoint on Kivinokka as a cultural landscape is twofold as I take 
a position on how it should be developed. On one hand, I determine 
which valued qualities should be protected, and on the other, 
how the landscape should respond to change. Change is, after 
all, inevitable because the forming of landscape is an ongoing process. 
According to the Finnish strategy of cultural environments (Kulttuuri-
ympäristöstrategia 2014: 10) the biggest changes facing cultural land-
scapes include climate change, globalisation and changes in regional 

structures such as urbanisation. They affect Kivinokka as well. The 
characteristics that tell of the past must be protected. However, Kivi-
nokka is still a part of the urban context which is forever changing, and 
it should prepare for change to remain relevant to city-dwellers. Change 
is also a chance to acquire more value as newer phases of history be-
come a part of the landscape. 

The concept of cultural landscapes in Finnish policies differs 
from my use of the word in this thesis. In Finland, cultural land-
scapes mean rural, mainly agricultural landscapes. They are a part of 
a larger concept of cultural environments that comprise of cultural land-
scapes, built cultural environments and relics. The distinction is prac-
tical and comes from policies: relics are protected by law, and cultural 
landscapes and built cultural environment are listed separately. By defi-
nition, there are hardly any institutionally defined cultural landscapes in 
urban areas. Now there are only two nationally significant landscapes 
in Helsinki, and their number will be decreased in the future to one to 
only include landscapes that are rural in nature. (Salastie et al. 2014: 
18-19) Built cultural environment is a broader concept and includes all 
other environments formed through the interaction of nature and culture 
(Kulttuuriympäristöstrategia 2014: 9). However, I prefer to use the word 
landscape instead of environment because it takes better into account 
perception and interpretation that are an integral part of cultural land-
scapes. 

t r a c e s m e a n i n g s

Landscapes are a combination of of the physical environment and our interpre-
tation of it. Cultural heritage manifests in the meanings we attach to landscape 
and the traces visible in the physical environment.

A C T I O N

P E R C E P T I O N

C O N C E P T I O N
P H Y S I C A L  

E N V I R O N M E N T
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Summer huts Allotment garden

A summer hut is a privately owned small cabin, located in a public green 
space on land rented from the city. Their appearance is regulated by guide-
lines, compiled separately for each summer hut area. There are approx-
imately 1500 summer huts in Helsinki (Kolme vaihtoehtoa mökkeilyyn 
pääkaupunkiseudulla 2014) that are located in designated summer hut are-
as in the islands and capes of Helsinki. The huts are very rudimentary, and 
their maximum allowed floor area is 12 square metres (Kesämajaohjeisto: 
Kivinokka 1998).

An allotment garden differs from a summer hut areas, because allotment 
cottages have their own gardens. They, too, are situated in public green 
spaces. Allotment cottages in Kivinokka can be 29 square metres large and 
their plots should be maintained as gardens (Herttoniemen siirtolapuutar-
hayhdistys ry: rakentamistapaohjeet 2012). There are all in all 2000 allot-
ment cottages in Helsinki (Kolme vaihtoehtoa mökkeilyyn pääkaupunkiseu-
dulla 2014).

An allotment is an area where plots have been rented for urban agriculture. 
They don’t include any cottages or huts. There are two allotments in Kivinok-
ka, which are cultivated by summer hut owners.

Brändö manor, marinas, allotments
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1 . 3  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  S I T E

Kivinokka has a long history as a recreational area for city- 
dwellers. It is a cape located east of Helsinki’s city centre, in the Van-
hankaupunginlahti bay where workers spent their free time in the be-
ginning of the 20th century. At first they came by boat for day trips, but 
soon started to camp in the area (Haapanen 1999). At the beginning 
of the 1930’s, the city founded a folkpark in Kivinokka, meaning a rec-
reational area reserved for the city’s working class. The Herttoniemi 
allotment garden in Kivinokka was built at the same time. (Hautamäki 
2015: 111) Camping soon evolved into constructing small huts. Now 
Kivinokka is characterised by over 400 summer huts, dotting the land-
scape. Kivinokka has been named a regionally significant cultural envi-
ronment, valued for being an example of how the working class spent 
their free time in the beginning of the 20th century (Missä maat on mai-
niommat 2012: 95). Before workers, Kivinokka was a summer place 
for the city’s gentry. The Brändö manor house, known as Kulosaari in 
Finnish, is located in the cape. It is one of the oldest, medieval manors 
in Helsinki (Hautamäki 2015: 56).

The workers and the gentry were both drawn to Kivinokka by their de-
sire to get away from the city to the peace and quiet of the countryside. 
Kivinokka is still a significant recreational area, even though it is 
now located within the city. Kivinokka is connected to the continent from 
southeast and is partly situated in Herttoniemi and partly in Kulosaari 
neighbourhoods. It is located only 5 kilometres from the centre of Hel-
sinki, and it is also well connected to the rest of the city by the metro 
stations both in Kulosaari and Herttoniemi, situated only within 500 me-
tres of the cape.
 
The landscape of Kivinokka varies from the cultivated landscape 
of the south to the forests of the north. The northeastern part of 
Kivinokka is covered by a murky forest that has remained relatively 
untouched by human influence. It will soon be named a nature reserve 
(Erävuori, Lammi & Routasuo 2016: 30). In addition to the summer huts 
and the allotment garden, people come to Kivinokka to visit its marina, 
a public beach or small public events held at summertime.
 

The future of Kivinokka was discussed in 2014, when the city studied 
the option of developing it as a residential area. In the end, the City 
Board opted to maintain Kivinokka as recreational area (Salmela 2014). 
Kivinokka is an integral part of the green network in Helsinki. It is 
located at the intersection of two ‘green fingers’, compilations of green 
areas reaching from the sea to the border of the city. 

For two centuries, Kivinokka has been a summer retreat to city-dwellers, now home to an allotment garden and hun-
dreds of privately owned summer cabins in a public, green space. It is still a significant recreational area, located close 
to the city centre and well connected to the rest of the city.

KALASATAMA
FISKHAMN

5 km

HERTTONIEMEN- 
RANTA
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WORKING CLASS SUMMER SETTLEMENT

PUBLIC GREEN SPACE

PLANS FOR CONSTRUCTION

2 . 1  K I V I N O K K A  I N  T H E  C O N T E X T  O F  T H E  C I T Y
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Kivinokka has changed along with Helsinki and the society. It is a part of the oldest historical landscape in Helsinki as 
a manor landscape. When the city started to flourish in the 19th century, it was among the estates where the wealthy 
came to spend their summers. As industrialisation begun in Helsinki, Kivinokka became the site for the working class 
to spend their summers. Kivinokka’s role as a public green space has increased as Helsinki has expanded around it.
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300 000 new inhabitants
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Recreation for the people
Folkparks, allotment gardens and camping areas were founded to offer 
the working class a possibility to escape the noise and pollution of the city 
and spend time in nature. City dwellers have idealised country living for 
centuries. In Finland, the tradition of spending summers in the countryside 
began in the 18th century and spread among the wealthy in the 19th centu-
ry. (Kolbe 2004: 62) Nature was not, however, accessible to workers. The 
parks in Helsinki were dominated by the upper class and the working class 
had neither the time or the resources to relocate in the summer. Unlike 
typical urban parks, folkparks were located outside of the city. They were 
less maintained and more natural in their appearance, because that was 
thought to be more familiar and comfortable to workers. Also, more relaxed 
behaviour was allowed, such as dancing or lounging on the ground. (Häy-
rynen 1994: 78-79). 

Organising recreation for the working class was a common pastime among 
upper classes in the 19th century. The first folkparks in Finland – Kork-
easaari and Seurasaari – were managed by a charitable organisation, Hel-
singin anniskeluyhtiö. Its aim was to provide a possibility for educational 
and healthy free time to the working class. The islands had dance pavilions, 
restaurants and sea pools for swimming. Soon Korkeasaari became a zoo 
and Seurasaari was turned into an outdoor museum showcasing buildings 
from around the country. (RKY 2017)

By the turn of the 20th century, the working class had started to organize 
activities for themselves. Working class associations were especially active 
around the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay where they rented different locations 
for summer settlements, including Kivinokka (Haapanen 1999: 80).

In the 20th century, the city took a more active role in providing recreational 
services for its inhabitants. New folkparks were founded in Kivinokka and 
Mustikkamaa, among others (Häyrynen 1994: 155). At the most, there were 
11 folkparks in Helsinki. Camping was a common activity in folkparks and 
it soon evolved into building summer huts. (Kesämajaohjeisto: Kivinokka 
1998: 2) The first allotment garden in Helsinki was founded in 1918 (Laurila 
2008: 34). Officials wanted the working class to spend their free time in a 
useful and active way, such as gardening (Laurila 2008: 14). It was also a 

possibility for workers to enjoy nature and summer the same way as the 
upper class in their villas (Kolbe 2004: 63).

The purpose of folkparks was divided. In one hand, they were a way for the 
upper class to patronise and to control how the working class spent their 
free time. On the other hand, the workers also saw them as a question of 
social equity (Haapanen 1999: 97). Folkparks lost their meaning after the 
Second World War, when wealth increased and the society became less 
polarised.  The city ceased using the word ‘folkpark’ or ‘kansanpuisto’ in 
the 1960’s (Kertomus Helsingin kaupungin kunnallishallinnosta 1965 (II): 
240-251). 

The tradition of country living is still strong in Finland. As the amount of 
wealth and free time grew, more and more people were able to realise 
their dream of a country cottage. Before 1907 there were no limitations 
to working hours, but by 1960 the law granted workers 18 to 30 days of 
annual leave (Anttila & Laitinen 2011:14-15). At the beginning of the 20th 
century, when country living was the privilege of the wealthy, there were 
only approximately 1000 summer villas in Finland (Kolbe 2004: 124). By 
the 1970’s, the number of summer cottages had grown to almost 200 000, 
and now there are almost half a million cottages in Finland, the largest 
amount of pastime apartments in all of Europe when compared to popula-
tion (Adamiak et al. 2015: 8-9). Now cottages are located well outside of 
cities and allotment cottages and summer huts are marginal (Adamiak et 
al. 2015: 15). 

Despite their relatively small number, summer huts and allotment gardens 
are now becoming more popular again. Allotment garden were declining in 
popularity from the 1950’s until the revival of urban gardening in the 1970’s 
in the wake of the environmental movement (Keshavarz & Bell 2016: 10; 
Hämäläinen & Pelttari 2006: 24-25). Now there are about 1500 summer 
huts and 2000 allotment garden plots in Helsinki (Kolme vaihtoehtoa mök-
keilyyn pääkaupunkiseudulla 2014). This newly gained popularity means 
that they are less available to the working, less-educated people for whom 
they were originally intended (see page 38: How to become a native?).

Folkpark

Folkpark with summer huts

Summer hut area

Allotment garden

Lammassaari

Mustikkamaa

Kivinokka

Vallila
Marjaniemi

Kumpula

Ruskeasuo

Tali

Oulunkylä

Klaukkalanpuisto
Pakila

Korkeasaari

Seurasaari

Pihlajasaaret

Lauttasaari

Vasikkasaari

Pitkäluoto

Satamasaari
Tullisaari
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The Bronze Age sites found near Kivinokka tell about the hunt-
er-gatherers in search of good hunting and fishing grounds. Be-
fore the Swedish Crusades in the early Middle Ages there were almost 
no permanent settlements in Helsinki (Klinge & Kolbe 1999: 7-8). How-
ever, altogether 25 prehistoric sites have been discovered in Helsinki 
(Muinaisjäännösrekisteri 2017). When the Stone Age started approxi-
mately 10 000 years ago, Helsinki was largely under water, including 
Kivinokka (Missä maat on mainiommat 2012: 14). As the land rose, 
Helsinki was slowly revealed from beneath the sea. All Bronze Age 
sites in Helsinki are burial sites, heaps of rocks located in visible places 
like rocky hilltops near the seashore. (Muinaisjäännösrekisteri 2017)  
 
The oldest signs of historical times in Helsinki are the remaining man-
or houses and their surroundings. The Brändö manor in Kivinokka 
is among the oldest, medieval estates in present-day Helsinki. 
After Sweden expanded to the east in the 14th century, the coast was 
populated by Swedish settlers as a means of enforcing the newly es-
tablished border. A system of manors was founded to strengthen mil-
itary defence. (Klinge & Kolbe 1999: 7-8) No individual buildings have 
survived from this period but the historical landscape is still visible in 
remaining fields and roads (Hautamäki 2015: 56-57). 

The city of Helsinki was founded in 1550 at the mouth of the river Van-
taanjoki to compete with the city of Tallinn, called Reval at the time. The 
town developed slowly and soon it became apparent that the shore was 
too shallow for an effective harbour. In 1640 the town was relocated 
south to its current location in search for a better harbour. (Schulman 
2009: 49) Now all that remains of the old town is an archeological site 
(Muinaisjäännösrekisteri 2017).
 

It wasn’t until the construction of a new sea fortress Sveaborg, also 
known as Viapori or Suomenlinna, begun in 1748 that the popula tion 
and the economy of the city started to grow (Schulman 2009: 49). 
Suomenlinna was built as a part of a shared war effort of Sweden, 
France and Turkey against Russia. The intent was to fend off a possi-
ble invasion from Russia and to serve as a base for attacks on St Pe-
tersburg. (Klinge & Kolbe 1999: 19) In 1809 Russia conquered Finland 
and it became an autonomous Grand Duchy of the Russian Empire. 
Helsinki was named the capital in 1812. This was the beginning of the 
reconstruction of the city in the empire style. (Schulman 1999: 52-53) 
These major investments boosted the economy in the area, influencing 
the manors around Helsinki that grew in size and wealth. There was 
a growing demand for their agricultural products, but the manors also 
started to serve as places of leisure when the city’s gentry began to use 
them as their country homes (Hautamäki 2015: 56). The Brändö man-
or was one of the many manors near Helsinki where the city’s 
wealthy spent their summers.
 
Industrialization that started at the end of the 19th century polarised dif-
ferences between social classes and their living conditions in Helsinki. 
The population of Helsinki grew rapidly from the 1870’s to the 1930’s. 
The city of Helsinki was reluctant to develop any land, so a new working 
class neighbourhood and industrial area was born on the outskirts of 
the city on the western side of the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay. (Klinge 
& Kolbe 1999: 48-51) The unplanned workers’ quarters had poor liv-
ing conditions and workers had no resources or time to vacate to the 
countryside during hot summer months. Folkparks such as Kivinok-
ka were founded so that workers could escape the city in the 
summer. Parks and most seashores near the city had already been 
monopolised by the upper classes (Häyrynen 1994: 78). By the be-
ginning of the 20th century, many seashores particularly to the east of 
Helsinki had been built full of summer villas (Hautamäki 2015: 75-76).
 

Kivinokka and the history of  Helsinki
After the second world war, the city needed to house altogether 11,000 
war veterans and migrants from areas ceded to the Soviet Union. This 
was the start of a larger wave of urbanisation, as both industrialisation 
and urbanisation had slowed down since the first world war. Vast areas 
of land were added to Helsinki in the great annexation of 1946. The 
population doubled in two decades since the war and the increased 
population was housed in new suburbs built in the areas obtained in 
1946. (Schulman 1999: 62-65) Starting from the 1970’s, the new ideal 
for city development has been to build dense, urban areas. (Salastie et 
al. 2014: 40) This is still the case, as the city’s new master plan aims to 
increase the population of Helsinki by 300 000 people by 2050 (Hels-
ingin yleiskaava. Selostus 2015: 12). Urbanisation has changed the 
role of Kivinokka in Helsinki from a green space on the outskirts 
of the city to one in the middle of it. In the beginning of the 1940’s, 
it was still on the fringe of the city, but since the eastern suburbs were 
built, it is now within the city. The densification of Helsinki will mean that 
in the future, the areas surrounding Kivinokka will be increasingly urban 
and will house more inhabitants.
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The status of  Kivinokka as a cultural landscape
There are several distinct milieus in Kivinokka that are each linked 
to a certain time and phase of Helsinki’s history. The Brändö manor, the 
Herttoniemi allotment garden and the three summer hut areas are all 
valued as cultural environments.

The protection status of these environments vary. The Herttoniemi al-
lotment garden has been named a nationally significant cultural 
environment. There are altogether nine allotment gardens in Helsinki. 
Ruskeasuo, the oldest one, was founded in 1918. However, the Hert-
toniemi allotment garden and the Kumpula garden are the only ones 
that have been named nationally significant. Tali allotment garden is a 
regional site. Herttoniemi and Kumpula are protected for the value of 
their design and their well-preserved state. (Missä maat on mainiom-
mat 2012: 93-98)

Kivinokka as a whole has been protected as a regionally sig-
nificant cultural environment. The reason is its value as a summer 
settlement of the working class  (Missä maat on mainiommat 2012: 
95). There have been altogether eleven folkparks in Helsinki and they 
have all been protected in some way. Seurasaari and Korkeasaari, the 
oldest folkparks in Helsinki, are the only ones that are nationally signifi-
cant cultural environments. There are six summer hut areas in Helsinki, 
although many of the folkparks were also used for camping and now 
have summer huts. The summer hut areas have many historical values, 
but Kivinokka is the only named regionally valuable solely based on its 
value as a remnant of a working class summer resort (Missä maat on 
mainiommat 2012: 92-98).

Of these different milieus, the Brändö manor has the weakest pro-
tection status. There are altogether 27 manors in Helsinki (Hautamäki 
2015: 14). Helsinki has been a forerunner in the protection and renova-
tion of manors in Finland, but only the Brändö estate in Kivinokka does 
not have a detail plan (Hautamäki 2015: 296). One reason may be that 
it has been left relatively undisturbed by urban development.

The level of protection also reveals something about the appreciation 
of the different milieus in Kivinokka. The allotment garden is particu-
larly valued because it was strongly designed by one of the most in-
fluential garden designers in Helsinki, Elisabeth Koch. No wonder: it 
is a fine architectural design. The summer hut areas in Helsinki were 
not planned in the same way but developed more organically. Not one 
of them has been named a nationally significant cultural environment. 
However, their meaning is as great and significance in history the same 
as allotment gardens, even though they are not architectural creations. 
The most valuable quality of Kivinokka is the entity the different 
milieus form. The manor house, allotment garden and summer hous-
es are all a part of the same continuum that reflects changes in the 
society and free time.Added by the author:

former folkpark

area of summer huts

Nationally remarkable built cultural environment

Nationally valuable landscape 

UNESCO World Heritage site

UNESCO World Heritage site buffer zone

Building protected by law

Building protected by town plan

Regionally important cultural environment

Area protected by town plan

Area important for cultural history, architecture 
or landscape culture

Cultural environments theme map for the city’s master plan 2050

The status of  cultural landscapes in Helsinki
Many places in Helsinki have been defined to have spe-
cial cultural value. Protected environments vary from 
prehistoric relics to 20th century sites. 

Cultural landscapes or environments in Helsinki have 
been protected in different ways. The national land use 
guidelines order that land use should promote the pres-
ervation of cultural environments and their regionally var-
ying characters. The guidelines have been implemented 
by defining ‘nationally remarkable built cultural environ-
ments’ (RKY) by the National Board of Antiquities. The 
nationally remarkable environments have a strong pro-
tection status since they are marked on regional plans 
that steer city planning. In addition to nationally signifi-
cant cultural environments, there are also eight regional-
ly significant cultural environments in Helsinki. (Salastie 
et al. 2014: 18-19)

In Finnish policies, cultural landscapes only mean rural, 
primarily agricultural landscapes. At the moment there 
are two nationally valuable landscapes in Helsinki: the 
agricultural landscape of the Vantaanjoki river valley and 

the Suomenlinna fortress. Suomenlinna will not have the 
status of a nationally valuable landscape in the future 
because it does not have a rural character. (Salastie et 
al. 2014: 19) However, it will still be one of the seven 
Finnish UNESCO World Heritage Sites (Salastie et al. 
2014: 24).

There are several laws that protect cultural heritage, 
such as the law on the protection of building heritage 
(laki rakennusperinnön suojelemisesta 498/2010). The 
law on ancient relics (muinaismuistolaki 295/63) auto-
matically protects all archeological sites from both pre-
historic and historic sites. (Salastie et al. 2014: 21) There 
is one such site in Kivinokka, where the medieval village 
of Brändö was once possibly located (see page 44).

City planning is also used to protect cultural heritage. 
Valuable buildings have been taken well into account in 
detail planning, but only a few landscapes such as his-
toric parks have been given a protection status in detail 
plans (Salastie et al. 2014: 20).
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Kivinokka in the green network
Kivinokka is inseparably intertwined with the green network of Helsin-
ki. The network’s backbone consists of six ‘green fingers’ that reach 
from the coast to the border of the city. Kivinokka is located at the 
intersection of two green fingers at the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay. 
‘Viikki-Kivikko’ stretches from the bay to north eastern Helsinki. It is a 
vast agricultural valley, bordered by a wooded ridge that extends all the 
way from Kivinokka to the countryside. ‘Helsinkipuisto’ is comprised of 
the archipelago facing the city centre, the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay 
and the Vantaanjoki river. It represents a cross section of the city’s 
history, starting from the agricultural landscape of the river valley, the 
birthplace of Helsinki at the bay, and the historic city centre and the 
Suomenlinna fortress.

Kivinokka is an integral part of the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay 
recreational green area. The bay has remarkable ecological values, 
and it contains the city’s largest nature reserve even though it is located 
in the middle of the city, next to the city centre. The bay area is versa-
tile, varying from the vast reed beds of the nature reserve in the east to 
the constructed parks and a former industrial area and a harbour in the 
west. The nature reserve extends to the northern shore of Kivinokka, 
but historically Kivinokka is also a part of the industrial and working 
class history of the western shore.

Kivinokka’s function as a green area has been secured by city 
planning. In the new city plan, Kivinokka is marked as a recreational 
green area. A part has been designated to be an area of marine recre-
ation and tourism where accessibility will be improved by a boat or ferry 
connection. The designation also enables construction for travel and 
holiday accommodation.

Synthesis of culturally and ecologically valuable areasEcologically valuable areasCulturally valuable areas

'Green fingers' and other vast green areas

The central park and the Helsinki park

Regional green connection

Green lines connecting green fingers

Green connection

Neighbourhood park /  
Need for a neighbourhood park

Sports park

Historical city centre:  
parks and other urban spaces

Important green axis

Recreational bay area

Waterfront walkway, 'rantaraitti'

Area of marine recreation and tourism
Recreational and green network theme map for the city’s master plan 2050
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Soil Landscape structure and hydrology
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• entrance road
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MANOR HOUSE AND FARM
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1515
First mention of Brändö

1540
First known owner of the estate: Eric Filpusson

1691
Brändö becomes seat farm

1753-1769
Orphanage

1752
Augustin Ehrensvärd

1811-24
Lars and Lovisa Jägerhorn

see page 19
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2 . 2  K I V I N O K K A  T H R O U G H  T I M E
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1875
Johan Cronstedt
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The City of Helsinki buys Kivinokka
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All inhabitants of Helsinki are 
allowed to buy a summer hut

1962
The marina is constructed

2014
City Board rejects plans to develop 
a residential area in Kivinokka1934

Allotment garden is founded
1941
The construction of permanent 
summer huts is permitted
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Kivinokka was originally a landscape of production, as the site of the Brändö manor. In the 19th century, manor owners 
adopted Brändö as their summer residence. In the 20th century, Kivinokka became a summer settlement for workers. 
During the last decades, Kivinokka has been opened to more public use. 
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The manor house was located north of the fields on a south-facing slope. 1692

In the 18th century, the manor house was located south of the fields.  The present site of the manor house was the 
location for an orphanage founded by Augustin Ehrensvärd and a square shaped garden.

1754

A topographical map by the Russian military illustrates the Brändö estate.

1873

1873

The red line shows how Kivinokka was divided into two parts, the easter part purchased by Aktiebolaget Brändö Vil-
lastad and the western part that remained with Johan Cronstedt’s family. 

1907

A plan for the Herttoniemi allotment garden also shows the manor and its sur-
roundings. Plan by Elisabeth Koch and Arnold Eriksson. 

1930
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Age of built environment

500 m

A Bronze Age tomb is located atop a  
rocky hill that used to be on the shore.

estimated location estimated location functional yard

The manor house and its yard

Formal garden in the 1750’s The extent of the park in 1907. 
The park had been completely 
renovated by Cronstedt in the 
landscape style.

Garden

Prehistory Turn of the 19th century17th century Turn of the 20th century 1940-198918th century 1907-1939 1990-present day

Buildings, paths and structures

The tobacco barn is the oldest 
building in Kivinokka, likely 
dating back to the 1750’s. 
The entrance road led to the 
orphanage.

Two villas were built before the 
death of owner Johan Cron-
stedt.

The parking lot and the marina 
were built in the 1960’s. Several 
saunas and the dance pavilion 
at the beach were built in the 
middle of the 20th century. 

No major changesThe manor house and two other 
surviving buildings are from the 
beginning of the 19th century 
or possibly the end of the 18th 
century.

The early days of the folkpark 
and the construction of the allot-
ment garden. 

Still in cultivation or otherwise 
an open space

Forested or built former field

Fields and meadows
Mainly cultivated from the 17th century, 
possibly even longer
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Manor house and farm
Kivinokka, or Brändö as it was known prior to the 20th century, was first 
mentioned in writing in 1515. At the time, it was a small village. It’s first 
known habitant was peasant Erich Philpusson, who owned the only 
farm in Brändö in the middle of the 16th century. However, the earliest 
sign of human activity in the area is a Bronze Age burial site, located 
south of the Itäväylä road on a barren, rocky hilltop. There are also two 
other Bronze Age burial sites nearby, one in Kulosaari and the other 
in Herttoniemi. (Muinaisjäännösrekisteri) They are typical Bronze Age 
burial sites known as ‘hiidenkiuas’: piles of rock that are located on 
visible, tall hilltops (Missä maat on mainiommat 2012: 17).  

In 1675, the estate was granted ‘säterivapaus’, a freedom of taxes re-
served to noblemen. In 1691, it was turned into a seat farm. (Haikonen 
& Teräväinen 2006: 131) Brändö wasn’t a great estate but still larger 
than a regular farm (Halminen 1987: 2). The oldest map of the area 
dates back to this period. It depicts the grounds of the farm, including 
the cape of Kivinokka and the island that is now called Kulosaari or 
Brändö, after the estate. The main building of the estate was located 
in a south facing slope north of the fields. In the 18th century, the own-
ership of the Brändö manor was closely connected with the ownership 
of the larger Hertonäs or Herttoniemi estate. In the beginning of the 
century, it was owned by mayor Abraham Wetter and his descendants 
along with the Hertonäs or Herttoniemi estate (Kartanon mailla 2006: 
131). Augustin Ehrensvärd, who was in charge of the construction of 
the Suomenlinna fortress, purchased both manors in 1752 (Hulkkonen 
1999: 22). In 1753, Ehrensvärd founded an orphanage in Kivinokka 
for the orphaned children of the officers in Suomenlinna. It was likely 
the first orphanage in the country. (Hulkkonen 1999: 24) The orphan-
age was located near, if not in the same place, as the present manor 
house, as can be seen in the map from 1754. The actual main building 
of the estate, marked ‘Brändö rusthåll’ in the map, was moved south of 
the fields in the beginning of the 18th century. The previous lot is still 
marked on the map north of the fields.

Landscape of  production
For its owners, the Brändö estate was mostly a source of income but 
it was also a place of living and work for its many farm workers. For 
long, the estate’s most important function was to produce food.

In addition to production, manors also served to reassert power and 
authority. Manor houses in the Helsinki region were originally founded 
to enforce military presence near Sweden’s eastern border (Klinge & 
Kolbe 1999: 7-8). In the 18th century, a manor house’s beautiful and 
well-maintained surroundings demonstrated its owners sophistication 
and stature in the society (Hautamäki 2015: 63). Such was the case 
in Brändö as well. Ehrensvärd  showed his social consciousness by 
founding an orphanage, based on Masonry ideals. The children cul-
tivated tobacco, which was an experimental crop in Finland at the 
time. Work was seen as an essential part of education at the time. 
(Hulkkonen 1999: 24) The square-shaped garden located in front of 
the orphanage was both in practical use and in line with the time’s 
aesthetic ideals (Hautamäki 2015: 63). 

In the 19th century, food production became less profitable in man-
ors as crofters were allowed to buy the land they had been renting 
and manors started to lose land and workforce (Hautamäki 2015: 73). 
Nevertheless, Kivinokka remains a landscape of cultivation, although 
its meaning has shifted from a source of nourishment to a source of 
recreation. Whereas now urban agriculture in Helsinki is most of all 
a pastime, people still depended on vegetables and meat produced 
in Kivinokka during and after the Second World War (Hämäläinen & 
Pelttari 2006: 12). Farming has also served to teach work ethics: it 
was an essential part of the orphanage’s education in the 18th century 
and also the allotment gardening ideology in the 20th century. 

The sea surrounding Kivinokka has offered both fish to catch and an 
easy connection to the city. Its meaning can also be interpreted from 
the map of 1754, that shows a sauna located on a small cape south 
of the orphanage. It must have been an important building, since it is 
one of the few buildings marked on the map. Does its location quite far 
from the orphanage mean it was used more for bathing than house-
work? 

Traces
The agricultural landscape of Kivinokka is quite old, and the main 
fields have been in cultivation for at least 500 years. The former fields 
and meadows are still mainly in cultivation or kept otherwise open. 
The square shaped garden was probably located where the modern 
day allotments are next to the manor house. It was probably a kitchen 
garden, which means its shape and function has survived to this day. 

There are no visible remnants of the old manor house, but the site 
has been named a relic (Muinaisjäännösrekisteri). The tobacco barn 
located now in the allotment garden is probably the oldest building in 
Kivinokka, dating back to the 1750’s. The steward’s house located 
north of the manor house may be from the same century, as well as 
parts of the main building. The route leading to the manor house is 
also a remnant of the orphanage’s time. The present day bath house 
is located on the same site as the sauna in the 18th century.
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Summer resort for the upper class
The economic boom of Helsinki that begun in the second half of the 
18th century had a great influence on Kivinokka, changing its function 
from a mere farm to a place of leisure. The estate still served as a 
source of income for its owners, but some also used it as their sum-
mer home. Lars and Lovisa Jägerhorn, who owned the estate from 
1811 to 1824, are presumed to have commissioned the construction 
of the present-day manor house. Some believe that some parts of the 
building are even older, built during the ownership of Augustin Ehrens-
värd. (Halminen 1987: 3-5) The new main building was more grand and 
better suited for the Jägerhorns to spend their summers there as was 
the fashion. There is no certain knowledge of who was the architect 
of the building, but it was likely Pehr Granstedt who also designed the 
Hertonäs manor house which is very similar in appearance (Putkonen 
1994). Carl Ludvig Engel has also been named the architect in some 
sources (Lönnqvist 1995: 22). The park, which was located south of 
the main building, formed a grand entrance to the estate. It was trans-
formed from its strict geometrical form to a more landscape style park 
probably during Johan Cronstedt’s ownership.  The yard, surrounded 
by the servants quarters and other buildings, was located north of the 
main building.

After the Jägerhorns, the manor was purchased by major Konstantin 
Wulisma and then by colonel Karl Thesleff. From 1876 to 1907 the 
Brändö estate was owned by Johan Cronstedt (Halminen 1987: 9). 
Thesleff didn’t likely live in Brändö because when he sold the estate 
the entire garden had been turned into a potato field reaching to the 
front steps of the main building . Cronstedt replanted the garden with 
lilac hedges, groups of cypress trees, lush flower beds of creepers on 
the facade of the manor house. A full-time gardener was hired to tend 
to the garden. Greenhouses were built too. It is possible that the bath 
house was built before Cronstedt’s time. (Halminen 1987: 6)

Cronstedt worked the days in Helsinki and at dinner time, arrived to 
Kivinokka by a steamship that docked in the estate’s own pier. It is 
located south of the manor house. He spent the summers in Kivinokka The dock and the bath house of the Brändö manor still exist. 1927. 

Photographer: Eric Sundström. Helsinki City Museum.
Decorative plantings in front of the manor house at the beginning of the 20th 
century. Photographer unknown. Helsinki City Museum.

with his family, including his grown daughters and their spouses, who 
stayed in villas near the main house. (Lönnqvist 1995: 25) There are 
two villas in Kivinokka that date back to this time (Lehto 2012: 11) but 
at the time, there was also a third, red villa called Tallbacka. The white 
villa on the seafront was called Gunnarstorp (Halminen 1987: 6-7). 
Hedvig, Johan Cronstedt’s daughter, was married to painter Gunnar 
Berndtson and they stayed in Gunnarstorp when they were in Brändö 
(Lönnqvist 1995: 25).

After Johan Cronstedt died in 1907, the entire estate was sold to Allan 
Granfelt except for the manor house and its surroundings that remained 
with Cronstedts widow. The purchase included the Kulosaari island, the 
north of the Kivinokka cape and the adjoining sea and smaller islands. 
Thus Kivinokka was divided into two: the northwestern part was bought 
by Allan Granfelt but the southeastern part and manor still belonged to 
the Cronstedts. (Kolbe 1988: 31) Granfelt and his partners formed a 
company called Aktiebolaget Brändö Villastad which then founded a 
garden city in Kulosaari (Kolbe 1988: 32).

Baroness Eva Cronstedt at the vegetable garden. 
1905-1907. National Museum of Antiquities.

The nobility had adopted a new lifestyle where they lived 
in the city during winter and in a country house during 
summer in the 18th century and it spread among wealthy 
city dwellers in the 19th century. They purchased es-
tates in the countryside where they practised agriculture 
but foremost enjoyed summer in a natural surrounding. 
(Korhonen 2003: 121)

As social life in Helsinki developed, so did the Brändö 
manors meaning in the life of its owners. The ideal of the 
time was to live in a country house near the city (Hau-
tamäki 2015: 56) and so Brändö became the summer 
house of its owners and a stage for social life. Brändö 
was one of the many manors near Helsinki where the 
gentry hosted dinner parties, balls and excursions (Hal-
minen 1987: 5). Typical activities in Brändö were read-
ing novels, playing tennis and croquet, riding horses, 
sailing and making visits. The biggest celebration of the 
summer was midsummer when they erected a maypole 
and lit a bonfire. (Lönnqvist 1995: 25) A map from 1873 
show many paths in the forest where the owners were 
likely went on walks. 

The new main building and park were more presentable. 
The entrance road first showed visitors the estate’s fer-
tile fields and then led to the park and the manor house. 
The owners’ environment was separated from the work-
ers’ environment: another road leading to the yard sep-
arated from the ceremonial main road before the park. 
The yard was an environment of work and living, as the 
workers quarters and outbuildings surrounded it. 

Traces
The Brändö manor we see today was largely formed in 
the 19th century. The main building, its landscape style 
park and grand entrance, the two villas and the swim-
house and the dock were all built before 1907. A top-
ographical map from 1873 also depicts many paths in 
the forest north of the manor house. The depiction of 
topography is very accurate and it suggests that many 
of the present-day pathways in Kivinokka are located in 
the same places as in the 19th century.

The main building of the Brändö manor is still impres-
sive and in a good condition. However, its original in-
terior was lost in a renovation in 1956 (Halminen 1987: 
7). The park has lost many of its features, including its 
connection to the seashore and its many meandering 
trails. The old trees in the park were likely planted during 
Cronstedt’s ownership. There are also two allées from 
that time, but in particular the one leading to the manor 
house is in a bad shape and a third one that used to 
form the western border for the allotment garden was 
probably cut down when the road leading to the park-
ing lot was constructed. The yard was originally located 
north of the manor house, but the buildings surrounding 
it were torn down in the 20th century and the new yard 
was formed west of the main building when two saunas 
were constructed. 

Landscape of  leisure
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The newly built allotment garden in the 1930's. Photographer un-
known. Helsinki City Museum.

Landscape of  equity
The possibility to enjoy summer was a political question for the 
working class, and they felt it was a great justice that the upper 
class had opportunities they had not (Haapanen 1999: 97).  The 
seasons affected the lives of the poor strongly, and the spring re-
lieved them from the winter when expenses were high and living 
was restricted to crammed indoors (Haapanen 1999: 99). To those 
who had moved to the city for work, Kivinokka was like the coun-
tryside: it had nature, tranquility and a close-knit community that 
helped them adjust to the city. Kivinokka was a community that had 
a clear identity, and the entrance to the cape was restricted. People 
came to Kivinokka for freedom: they distilled illegal spirits and had 
premarital relationships. However, for the working class movement 
the summer colony had a larger meaning: it was for building ca-
maraderie, education, fitness. Kivinokka was a political landscape, 
and some were even arrested for trying to found a Red Guard in 
Kivinokka after the Civil War. (Haapanen 1999: 100) 

The attitude towards the working class was almost patronising, 
and the upper class was concerned of how the working class could 
spend their free time in an active, useful and health-promoting way 
and thus be of better use to the society (Laurila 2008: 14). Allotment 
gardens were recommended because they were useful. However, 
camping and allotment gardens were also a way of offering the 
working class the same opportunity as the upper class to retire to 
the countryside. The upper class had villas near the city and now 
the working class had their own summer colonies. When the society 
became wealthier after the world wars, this meaning became less 
relevant when more and more people got the opportunity to buy a 
cottage in the countryside. 

Traces
The summer huts have their roots in the function of camping that 
started in Kivinokka in 1916. Based on old orthoimages, the sum-
mer hut area has not changed that much even though it was not 
built according to a design. The huts are positioned in the woods in 
a similar manner, some in the same places and many supporting 
buildings such as outhouses are still located where they were in 
the 1930’s. The café, which used to be a grocery store, was built 
in the 1930’s or 40’s. The dance pavilion was built in the begin-
ning of the 1950’s. (Lehto 2012: 17) The allotment garden has been 
well-preserved and the allotment garden association cherishes its 
communal traditions. 

Couple in a tent in 1935. Setting up permanent huts was prohibited 
in the 1930’s. Photographer: Wolfgang Heine. Helsinki City Museum.

Elanto grocery store at the allotment garden’s entrance in 1977. Pho-
tographer: Erkki Salmela. Helsinki City Museum.

1935. Photographer: Wolfgang Heine. Helsinki City Museum. 

Photographs show how lush the plots were in the 1940’s. The plant-
ings were both decorative and useful. Helsinki City Museum.

People at the northern beach in 1932. Photographer: Aarne Pietinen. 
National Board of Antiquities.

The northern beach in 1932. Photographer: Aarne Pietinen. Na-
tional Board of Antiquities.

Food was scarce during and after World War II. The fields in the photo have 
now become overgrown. 1950’s. Photographer: Aarne Pietinen. HCM.

The villa ‘Tallbacka’ was a café in the 1930s and 1940s and a police sta-
tion in the 1950’s.1969. Photographer: Kari Hakli. Helsinki City Museum.
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People vacationing in front of a hut made of card-
board. 1957. Picture from Elanto magazine. Pho-
tographer: Istán Rácz. Helsinki City Museum.

1957. Picture from Elanto magazine. Photogra-
pher: Istán Rácz. Helsinki City Museum.

Working class summer colony
In the beginning of the 20th century, Kivinokka became one of the 
locations in the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay where the working 
class went to escape the city in the summer. On Sundays, they 
went on boat trips, but there were only a few places near the city where 
going ashore was allowed: the Korkeasaari folkpark, the small island of 
Koivusaari west of the city, and the tip of Kivinokka cape. (Haapanen 
1999: 81) Different working class associations started to rent areas in 
Vanhankaupunginlahti. Lammassaari and Kivinokka are still used as 
summer retreats, but camping in Mölylä in Herttoniemi ceased in the 
1950’s (Haapanen 1999: 93).
 
In 1916, the youth of the workers’ association in Sörnäinen rented 
the north western part of Kivinokka from Aktiebolaget Brändö Vil-
lastad with a yearly renewable contract. The rent money was collected 
by selling access cards to the cape. The Vanhankaupunginlahti bay 
was crossed by a rowboat that could fit up to 80 people. (Haapanen 
1999: 93) Kivinokka was the location of workers’ summer retreats ever 
since, pausing only for a year during the Civil War in 1918. By the be-
ginning of the 1920’s, Kivinokka had become a camp of nearly a 100 
tents and huts made of spruce twigs and branches. The summers were 
spent with different activities.There was a large dance pavilion where 
a popular dance orchestra Dallapé, still active today, was formed in 
1925. (Haapanen 1999: 96)  Helsingin Ponnistus ry, a local sports 
club, also started to rent a part of Kivinokka in 1923 (Anttila & Laitinen 
2011: 14). In 1926, the Brändö company didn’t renew the contract with 
the workers’ association anymore. Ponnistus continued their activities 
in Kivinokka. (Haapanen 1999: 97)

The city purchased Kivinokka by the end of the 1920’s and founded 
a folkpark in the north western part of the cape in 1931. At first the 
folkpark was used for camping, but during the 1940’s the construction 
of permanent, small huts was allowed. Kivinokka became a popular 
summer destination for the working population living in eastern down-
town. The city had bought the manor house in 1927 and the same year 

it was turned into a restaurant and a boarding house. Ten years later, 
the manor house, several accompanying buildings and the manor park 
were rented to an association of the city’s employees, now known as 
JHL ry. (Hautamäki 2015: 111) The Herttoniemi allotment garden 
was founded in 1934 for the working class living in the eastern parts of 
the city (Laurila 2008: 37). The garden was built almost entirely based 
on the original plan drawn up by Elisabeth Koch and Arnold Eriksson. 
There was a grocery store ‘Elanto’ at the gate of the garden, open dur-
ing summers. It was closed in 1982 and the building burnt down in 
2001. (Hämäläinen & Pelttari 2006: 37) 

During the Second World War, summer colonies continued to exist in 
Kivinokka but life was not as lively (Halminen 1987:22). Cultivation, 
however, became very important due to a lack of food. Every available 
space in the allotment garden was used to grow food and they even 
had domestic animals (Hämäläinen & Pelttari 2006: 12). After the war, 
life continued in Kivinokka. Based on the many buildings that were con-
structed then – saunas, a dance pavilion – many people spent their 
summers there. The amount of summer huts grew so much that in 1952 
the construction of new huts was forbidden (Kertomus Helsingin kau-
pungin kunnallishallinnosta 1962 (II): 233). At the time, there were up to 
800 huts and tents in Kivinokka, which might have been partly because 
Helsinki was suffering from a shortage of apartments. 

After the war, Finland’s economy started to grow strongly. For the 
allotment garden, this was bad news. Connections within the city im-
proved, and people no longer stayed in the garden for long periods. 
People also started to buy holiday cottages out in the countryside which 
they could now reach by car. Allotment gardens were seen as a part 
of the poor past. (Hämäläinen & Pelttari 2006: 24) They became more 
popular thanks to environmentalism that rose after the oil crisis in the 
1970’s (Hämäläinen & Pelttari 2006: 25). In 1979, all inhabitants of 
Helsinki were granted the right to purchase a summer hut (Anttila 
& Laitinen 2011: 15). As the middle class grew, the old division to the 
upper class and the working class lost relevance and the city ceased Building permanent huts was permitted in the 1940’s. 1960, photographer un-

kown. Helsinki City Museum.

to use the term folkpark. The former folkparks were under the manage-
ment of the board of sports and recreation. In 1997, the management 
of Kivinokka was transferred to the department of Public Works, thus 
ending the division to ‘folkparks’ and ‘city parks’ (Kulosaaren ja Stans-
vikin kartanopuistot avattiin yleisölle 1997). 
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Suunnittelun lähtökohdat: 
•  Alueen avointa virkistyskäyttöä lisätään luonnonsuojeluperiaatteet huomioiden. 

Metsäluonto on Kivinokan hallitsevin elementti. Kivinokan avoimilla, hyvin 
opastetuilla reiteillä kävijä kohtaa tasaisin väliajoin episodimaisesti aktiviteetteja ja 
virkistysalueen palvelustruktuuria sekä yhteistä toimintaa mahdollistavia 
rakennelmia. 

•  Uudet virkistysalueen palvelurakennukset keskitetään Kulosaaren puoleiselle 
rannalle, joka näyttäytyy kaupunkiin päin aktiivisena. Ulkoilureitistöjen valot 
hohtavat kauniisti metsäluontoa vasten. Vanhankaupunginlahden puoleiselle 
alueelle ei esitetä rakentamista lintutorneja lukuun ottamatta. 

•  Kivinokan virkistystoimintojen toteuttaminen tehdään vapaaehtoisten 
kaupunkilaisten, järjestöjen ja pienyrittäjien voimin – kaupunki tarjoaa toimintaansa 
luontevasti istuvat palvelut, kuten talvikunnossapidon, pyöräily- ja kävelyreittien 
rakentamisen ja latuverkoston ylläpidon. 

A proposition of recreational use from the ‘Kivinokka kaikille’ movementDevelopment plan by the City Planning Department
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Plans for construction

“

“

Kivinokka, oh what a paradise to get out of the bustle of the city and feel 
like you are in the countryside in the olden days.

Kivinokka is the best area in eastern Helsinki for outdoor recreation. It 
would be outrageous to turn it into a private residential area for the rich. 

Kivinokka should definitely be saved. It’s an oasis in the middle of the 
city even for those who don’t have a cottage there.

We can’t afford to destroy Kivinokka because of its nature and historical 
meaning.

Kivinokka should be developed as a recreational area for everyone in 
Helsinki – shores should not be in private use!

Comments about Kivinokka from a map questionnaire ordered for the master 
plan 2050 (Helsinki 2050 survey 2017). Translation from Finnish by the author.

Kivinokka’s future as a recreational space has been questioned 
many times during the last century. The first plans for residential 
development in Kivinokka were made in the beginning of the 20th 
century. After the Cronstedt family, the Brändö manor was owned by 
Brändö Gårds Aktiebolag, founded to manage the estate. They ordered 
a plan for a garden city from architect Eliel Saarinen. In the unrealized 
plan, the manor house and its garden were preserved but otherwise 
the construction was dense. (Hautamäki 2015: 86) In 1922, the govern-
ment ordered the estate to be given the status of a population centre 
called Kulomaa or Brändölandet, but the construction never took place 
(Putkonen 1994).

Kivinokka was offered for sale to the City of Helsinki several times dur-
ing the beginning of the 20th century. In 1927, the city bought the 
Brändö estate. The land was planned to be used for residential devel-
opment. However, the greatest motive for the purchase was to secure 
a connection from the city to the future neighbourhoods of Herttoniemi 
and Puodinkylä. (Kertomus Helsingin kaupungin kunnallishallinnosta 
1927 (II): 11-12) That is why a year later in 1928 the city decided to 
buy the entire property of the Aktiebolaget Brändö Villastad company 
including the central part of Kulosaari and the bridges connecting Hert-
toniemi to Kulosaari and Kulosaari to the city. Now the city owned all of 
Kivinokka. The plan was to build a railway from Herttoniemi to Kulosaari 
and Kivinokka and to found either an oil harbour or an industrial area 
in Kivinokka. (Kertomus Helsingin kaupungin kunnallishallinnosta 1928 
(II): 10-14) Perhaps that was how the purchase was easy to justify; 
nevertheless, Kivinokka was named a folkpark only a few years later.

The following years, Kivinokka’s status varied in Helsinki’s plans. 
The unofficial Pro Helsingfors plan from 1918 proposed detached 
housing in Kivinokka. The city’s general plans from 1932 and 1960 pre-
served the cape’s function as a green space. So it was also in 1972, 
but in an earlier draft of the master plan, the allotment garden was 
proposed to be turned into a residential area (Hautamäki 2015: 184). 
The 1992 master plan was the same: Kivinokka was designated as a 

green area in the final plan, but in the drawing board it was planned to 
be constructed. When the general plan of 2002 was finished, Kivinokka 
except for the allotment garden, was marked as an area of detached 
housing, but in 2003 the City Planning Board decided to mark Kivinokka 
as an area where land use should be further investigated. (Kivinokan 
osayleiskaava: suunnitteluohjelma 2014: 10)

Work on a general plan of Kivinokka started in 2011. Three different 
options were investigated: one recreational and two where Kivinokka 
would be built as a residential area. The City Planning Department 
proposed the construction of a residential area for 6000 people 
and 4000 people if the Itäväylä road were tunnelized. (Kivinokan osay-
leiskaava: suunnitteluohjelma 2014: 7) A group representing the users 
of Kivinokka made their own suggestion on how the area should be 
developed as a recreational area (Kivinokan osayleiskaava: suunnit-
teluohjelma 2014: 34). Public debate during the planning was vivid. The 
people in favour of the construction of Kivinokka argumented that it 
would be the sensible choice because of Kivinokka’s location and the 
need for new apartments and that in its present function, Kivinokka is 
reserved for the use of a small, privileged group of people. The op-
ponents had the opposite opinion: as a green space, Kivinokka is for 
everyone and development as a residential area would mean restricting 
its use for the rich.  In April 2014, the City Planning Board decided to 
reject the plan by votes 5 to 4. Instead, they decided that Kivinok-
ka should be further developed as an area of summer huts and 
recreational use. (Salmela 2014) Even though Finland is no longer 
a class society the same way it was a century ago, the discussion of 
Kivinokka’s future was reminiscent of that time. It was a discussion of 
privilege and of opposing groups of people that couldn’t occupy the 
same space at the same time: in this case the people with the summer 
huts and the rest of Helsinki.

“

“

Kivinokka is next to the metro. It should be used for residential develop-
ment not as an outdoor museum.

Building Kivinokka would be sensible this close to the expanding city cen-
tre.

Kivinokka is suitable for housing. At the moment it's a recreational area 
only for a short time during the year for a small group of people.

Kivinokka is not a natural place for outdoor recreation because there are 
so many buildings.

Kivinokka would serve the people of Helsinki better if it was a residential 
area. The allotment garden could be moved outside of the city like they 
used to be located originally.
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Public green space
During the last 100 years, Kivinokka has developed from a private 
estate to a public green space. The change has been gradual. When 
the cape was rented by the workers’ association from Sörnäinen, ac-
cess was limited to those who had paid for the access card and outsid-
ers were seen as intruders (Haapanen 1999: 101). When the folkpark 
in Kivinokka was founded, it was directed to the people living across 
the bay in the working class neighbourhoods of Hermanni, Vallila and 
Sörnäinen, now known as central Helsinki (Hautamäki 2015: 111). In 
1979 the right to rent a place for a summer hut was extended to all 
inhabitants of Helsinki (Anttila & Laitinen 2011: 15). In 1997 JHL re-
moved their signs forbidding trespassing in the manor park when man-
agement of the park was transferred to the Public Works Department 
(Kulosaaren ja Stansvikin kartanopuistot avattiin yleisölle 1997). The 
newest development was when the city begun work on a new master 
plan that would have assigned Kivinokka as a residential area. People 
who opposed this plan founded a movement, very tellingly named ‘Kivi-
nokka kaikille’ or ‘Kivinokka for all’. They envisioned that in the future 
Kivinokka would be used as a recreational space by even more people 
and it was the basis of the plan they presented (Kivinokka kaikille).

This development is understandable when taking into account how the 
city has spread out around Kivinokka. When the folkpark was founded, 
Kivinokka was still located outside of Helsinki. As the city has grown, 
so has the cape’s significance as local recreational area. The 
Herttoniemi neighbourhood to the east of Kivinokka was constructed in 
the middle of 20th century. Apartment buildings were built to Kulosaari 
as well, when the central parts of the island were developed in the 
1960’s. The harbour in Herttoniemi was relocated in the 1990’s and a 
new neighbourhood, Herttoniemenranta, was built. Now there are over 
20 000 inhabitants in Kulosaari, Herttoniemenranta and western Hert-
toniemi (Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 156, 160). 

The number of people living near Kivinokka will increase greatly 
during the next decades. The neighbourhood of Kalasatama on the 
other side of the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay has been under construc-
tion since 2009 and by 2035 it will have an estimated 21,000 habitants 
and 8,000 jobs. (Kalasatama: Kulttuuria ja elämää kantakaupungin ka-
inalossa 2016). In addition, the new city plan of Helsinki aims to densify 
existing city structure and both Herttoniemi and Kulosaari have been 
named as significant areas of development. In Kulosaari, the intention 
is to create thousands of new apartments and office space. (Helsingin 
keskeisimmät maankäytön muutosalueet 14.6.2016: 40) The area sur-
rounding the Herttoniemi metro station will be densified as a centre of 
housing, services and work (Helsingin keskeisimmät maankäytön muu-
tosalueet 14.6.2016: 41).

Even if the plans to densify the city will not be realized, the amount of 
people living in Vanhankaupunginlahti will increase. This means there 
will be more users for green space. In addition to Mustikkamaa, 
Toukolan rantapuisto park on the western shore of the bay and the 
fields and bird sanctuary in Viikki, Kivinokka is one of the biggest green 
areas near these developing neighbourhoods. The increased amount 
of users is already a threat to Mustikkamaa (Heinänen et al. 2012: 9), 
which means some pressure should be directed to other green areas, 
even though it is the nearest recreational area to the residents of Kal-
asatama. There is also potential for Kivinokka to be developed as a 
green area for an even wider area because of its accessibility near the 
Kulosaari and Herttoniemi metro stations.

In the new master plan, Kivinokka has been designated as a 
green area that is to be developed as a significant area of recreation, 
exercise, nature and culture. A part of Kivinokka is marked as an area 
of marine recreation and tourism that also includes areas of lodging 
and travel. This would make it possible to move a part of a campsite in 
Rastila to Kivinokka (Helsingin yleiskaava. Selostus 2015:40). 

Estimated change in population from 2014 to 2050
A new neighbourhood of Kalasatama is being constructed on a former harbour area. 
The new city plan also aims to densify existing city structure. Circles showing distances 
from Kivinokka added by the author. 

1 km

2 km

3 km

4000 people

2000

400

-400

-2000

Excerpt from the Helsinki City Plan 2050

center

mixed use area

residential area
dense population

sparse population

green space

marine recreation



33Kivinokka – a cultural landscape in transition Inka Lappalainen

2 . 3  S U M M A RY

Kivinokka tells a story about how Helsinki and the society has changed 
especially from the aspect of free time.
 
Originally the manor house was a source of income for its owners, a 
landscape of agriculture and production. It was a place of work and 
living for farm workers. For the owners, it represented their status in the 
society. The landscape offered them fertile soil for cultivation and the 
sea as a source of food and connections.
 
As Helsinki grew, the estate became a summer house for its owners 
and a stage for social life. Kivinokka developed a new meaning as a 
landscape of leisure. Its location on the seashore gained importance. 
The Vanhankaupunginlahti bay that surrounds Kivinokka was both a 
mean for travel and a source of attraction. At first, it was a summer 
retreat for the gentry of Helsinki, as a part of a string of seafront manor 
houses near the city. Kivinokka was close to the city and easily reach-
able by boat.
 
By the end of the 19th century, the social conditions had changed 
greatly. The nobility were losing significance and a new, large social 
group of workers, drawn by industry, was formed in the city. Now they 
adopted Kivinokka. They, too, were attracted by Kivinokka’s close lo-
cation and the easy connection the sea offer. A lush, calm place, they 
wanted Kivinokka because it was the opposite of the city and they could 
call it their own.
 

In addition to free time, Kivinokka is also about power. The manor 
house was a manifestation of its owner’s power and status. The idea of 
folkparks stemmed from the contradicting desires to both patronize and 
empower the working class. In Kivinokka, the workers were the driving 
force themselves.
 
Kivinokka’s meaning has previously changed as the society has shifted. 
It also changed from the worker’s summer colony as wealth increased 
and the middle class grew. In the future, Kivinokka will remain a place 
of recreation. During the past years, a new discussion has emerged 
about who has the right to Kivinokka.



D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T



D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T  D R A F T

3. present day
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AVERAGE HELSINKI

average floor area per person: 34 m2 
13,1% of all apartments are in one-family houses

average income of over 15 year olds: 31 041 euros€

23% of all households are families with children

89 inhabitants for one hectare of green space

Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 24-25

0-18 years olds: 17,4%, 19-39 years old: 35,0%
40-64 year olds: 31,9%, over 65 year olds: 15,8%

native language: Swedish (5,9%) or 
a foreign language (12,2%)

public transportation, driving

walking, biking

biking, public transportation

WESTERN HELSINKI

NORTHERN HELSINKI NORTHEASTERN HELSINKI

SOUTHEASTERN HELSINKI

KULOSAARI

€
average floor area per person: 43,3 m2 
25,8 % of all apartments are in one-family houses

26% of all households are families with children

113 inhabitants for one hectare of 
green space, excluding Kivinokka

average income of over 15 year olds: 57 296 euros

Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 156-157

0-18 years olds: 20,3%, 19-39 years old: 30,3%
40-64 year olds: 29,4%, over 65 year olds: 20,0%
native language: Swedish (19,3%) 
or a foreign language (6,0%)

SOUTHERN HELSINKI

€

17% of all households are families with children

307 inhabitants for one hectare of green space

average income of over 15 year olds: 42 481 euros

average floor area per person: 36,9 m2 
1,1 % of all apartments are in one-family houses

Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 28-29

0-18 years olds: 13,1%, 19-39 years old: 41,6%
40-64 year olds: 28,8%, over 65 year olds: 16,4%

native language: Swedish (12,3%) 
or a foreign language (7,6%)

EASTERN HELSINKI

average floor area per person: 33,5 m2 
15,5 % of all apartments are in one-family houses

average income of over 15 year olds: 25 864 euros€

29% of all households are families with children

81 inhabitants for one hectare of green space

Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 168-169

0-18 years olds: 21,0%, 19-39 years old: 27,2%
40-64 year olds: 34,3%, over 65 year olds: 17,5%
native language: Swedish (4,4%) or 
a foreign language (19,2%)

CENTRAL HELSINKI

€

13% of all households are families with children

268 inhabitants for one hectare of green space

average income of over 15 year olds: 25 111 euros

average floor area per person: 30,5 m2 
1,8 % of all apartments are in one-family houses

Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 76-77

0-18 years olds: 10,6%, 19-39 years old: 48,1%
40-64 year olds: 27,7%, over 65 year olds: 13,6%

native language: Swedish (4,2%) or 
a foreign language (8,6%)

average income of over 15 year olds: 29 904 euros

HERTTONIEMI

€
average floor area per person: 33,5 m2 
7,8% of all apartments are in one-family houses

25% of all households are families with children
Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 160-161

105 inhabitants for one hectare of green space, 
excluding Kivinokka

0-18 years olds: 18,2%, 19-39 years old: 33,2%
40-64 year olds: 32,8%, over 65 year olds: 15,9%
native language: Swedish (3,9%) or 
a foreign language (12,8%)
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3 . 1  S O C I A L  E N V I R O N M E N T

WESTERN 
HELSINKI

NORTHERN 
HELSIANKI

CENTRAL
HELSINKI

SOUTHERN 
HELSINKI

NORTHEASTERN 
HELSINKI

EASTERN HELSINKI

SOUTHEASTERN 
HELSINKI

HERTTONIEMI

KULOSAARI

Travel time to Kivinokka with public transport  at 5.30 pm on a weekdaySouthern
Helsinki

Eastern
Helsinki

Central 
Helsinki

Herttoniemi, 
Kulosaari

24% 24%
20%

16%

9% 7%

Western and 
northern
Helsinki

Outside of 
Helsinki

Where do you live?
Results from ‘Kivinokka kaikille’ questionnaire (Kysely Kivinokasta hel-
sinkiläisille 2017) for people who don’t have a summer hut in Kivinokka.

Kivinokka is accessible to very different types of people. It is lo-
cated between the urban city centre and the suburban eastern Helsinki, 
at the cross section of two very different urban environments. By metro, 
it can be easily reached from the eastern suburbs but also the dense 
urban areas of southern and central Helsinki. Kulosaari, one of the are-
as closest to Kivinokka, has a relatively aged population, while central 
Helsinki is mostly inhabited by single young adults and eastern Helsinki 
has many families with children. Kulosaari is the wealthiest neighbour-
hood in Helsinki, whereas central and eastern Helsinki are the poorest 
districts in Helsinki. Eastern Helsinki also has the highest rate of people 
with a foreign native language. (Tikkanen & Selander 2014) Eastern 
Helsinki has a particularly low socio-economic status  (Vilkama et al. 
2014: 53) and the difference to the more affluent areas in the city has 
been growing (Vilkama et al. 2014: 42).

The need for Kivinokka as a recreational green area is probably 
greatest in central Helsinki where the amount of green space when 
compared to the amount of inhabitants is considerably smaller than in 
Helsinki on average. Herttoniemi and Kulosaari, too, have less green 
areas than on average, if Kivinokka is not taken into account. Therefore 
it is undoubtedly important for their residents as well, especially if they 
live close to Kivinokka. (Tikkanen & Selander 2014)

The map questionnaire that was drawn up for the master plan of Helsin-
ki 2050 (Helsinki 2050 survey 2017) shows how the people of Helsinki 
see Kivinokka as a recreational place. It received mixed comments: 
some wanted to develop it as a residential area, others to preserve it 
as a recreational place. The main issue was Kivinokka’s openness 
to all citizens. Some stated that Kivinokka is already well used by all 
city-dwellers, while others felt is is mainly reserved for the summer hut 
owners. Many said that its recreational use should be developed so 
that it would be equally accessible to all. Kivinokka was seen as an 
important local green space for nearby residents and as a possible site 
for day trips to those who live further away, since it is well connected 
by public transport. Based on the questionnaire, people come to Kivi-

Kivinokka is located between the urban centre and the suburbs of Helsinki, which makes its social context very diverse. 
It is also very accessible by public transport and a survey shows that people from different parts of Helsinki visit it. The 
visitors of Kivinokka can be divided into three different types which all have their own roles. Changing roles can be 
difficult, as becoming a ‘native’ may require a considerable amount of funds. Public discussion has called for the area 
to be opened to more public use.

nokka to experience tranquility and nature in the city. Respond-
ents also often mentioned its ecological and cultural values that they 
think should be preserved.

‘Kivinokka kaikille’ movement compiled an online survey about Kivi-
nokka in the autumn of 2014 (Kysely Kivinokan kesämajalaisille 2017; 
Kysely Kivinokasta helsinkiläisille 2017). They had separate question-
naires for the people who have their own summer huts in Kivinokka and 
those who visit Kivinokka for other reasons. All in all 124 people with 
summer huts and 199 other visitors answered the survey. Even though 
the sample may not be representative, the results are indicative of the 
way people use Kivinokka and what they are like.

Perhaps the most interesting result was where the occasional visitors 
live. Many came from the nearest neighbourhoods: Herttoniemi and 
Kulosaari. The same amount, a fourth of the respondents, lived in cen-
tral Helsinki. The surprising fact was how many lived quite far away 
from Kivinokka: a fifth of the respondents reported to live in the western 
and northern parts of Helsinki. For these people, a trip to Kivinokka 
is worth the long journey.

0-9 10-19

20-29 30-59 minutes
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How to become a native?
Getting your own summer hut or an allotment cottage can be difficult and require a large amount 
of money. Summer huts and allotment cottages are costly. In January 2017, there was a plot for 
sale in the allotment garden for 129 000 euros, the price of a studio apartment in eastern Helsinki. 
Summer huts may be less expensive: the two huts on sale in Kivinokka cost 52 000 euros and 38 
000 euros. The latter is in JHL’s area and it cannot be purchased by someone who does not work 
for the City of Helsinki. (Oikotie 2017) Summer huts are in demand in Helsinki. Up to 6000 people 
took part in a lottery for 19 new summer hut plots in Lammassaari (Aalto 2013). Apart from the 
allotment gardens, it is also possible for aspiring urban gardeners to rent an allotment plot. They 
are less costly, approximately 30 euros a year. However, they are very popular and many have to 
wait for years to get a plot. (Tilannekatsaus Helsingin kaupungin viljelypalstojen jonoihin keväällä 
2012) In Kivinokka, all of the allotments are reserved for summer hut owners.

Although allotment gardens and summer hut areas were originally founded for the benefit of the 
working class, now they are increasingly used by people of higher socio-economic status. A study 
conducted of several allotment gardens in Helsinki, including Herttoniemi allotment garden in Kivi-
nokka, shows that even though highly educated allotment cottage owners were a small minority in 
1987, now a half of cottage owners have a university degree. Herttoniemi had the highest rate of 
educated cottage owners of all the studied allotment gardens. (Laaksonen 2013: 69) It is higher 
than the average of Helsinki (Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 24). Now allotment gardens have in a 
sense two generations: the owners who purchased their cottages when they were not as expen-
sive and the newcomers who generally have higher income (Laaksonen 2013: 74).

User roles
The different roles that visitors have in Kivinokka can be divided 
into three groups. ‘Natives’ are people who are invested in Kivinok-
ka: they have a summer hut, an allotment cottage or a boat there. 
There are likely thousands of natives, as there are 618 summer 
huts, 182 allotment cottages and 260 places for boats in Kivinokka. 
Natives form the core of Kivinokka’s users and they have a great 
influence on the area: they maintain the environment, organise 
events and manage their associations. They ensure continuity in 
the tradition of the summer huts and the allotment garden.

‘Locals’ are inhabitants of nearby neighbourhoods of western 
Herttoniemi, Herttoniemenranta and Kulosaari. For many of them, 
Kivinokka is the closest large green area. They may also live in 
other nearby neighbourhoods, such as Kalasatama or Hermanni to 
the west of Kivinokka. They mostly come to Kivinokka for outdoor 
recreation, typically for jogs or to walk their dog. They rely on Kivi-
nokka as a constant source of recreation and therefore they use 
Kivinokka year-round. There are tens of thousands of people living 
near Kivinokka, and approximately 9000 inhabitants just within a 1 
km radius of the cape (Population Grid Data 2016).

‘Visitors’ are people that come to Kivinokka occasionally to visit, for 
example to take part in events like the midsummer feast or to expe-
rience the atmosphere and nature in Kivinokka. They may also visit 
friends or family members on their summer huts or in the allotment 
garden. Kivinokka is very accessible because of its location near 
the metro line and the Itäväylä road. Via public transportation, it is 
particularly accessible to the eastern city centre and the eastern 
suburbs of Helsinki, which can be reached within a half-hour during 
the day.    

“Before the outdoor cinema 
I had no reason to come to 
Kivinokka.”

Natives

Locals

Visitors

Quotes from people interviewed 
in Kivinokka for this thesis

“I don’t want to invest in my 
summer hut because of the 
uncertainty of Kivinokka’s 
future.”

“I wish there was more to do 
in Kivinokka during winter.”
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The results of the ‘Kivinokka kaikille’ questionnaire also showed that 
Kivinokka is not only for the summer hut owners. In fact, of the 
respondents who didn’t have a summer hut in Kivinokka, only a fourth 
came to visit their friend’s or family member’s summer hut. The majority 
had other reasons. The most preferred reason for visiting was jogging 
or general outdoor recreation. Also half of the respondents said they 
come to swim, enjoy the nature or visit the café. Participating in events 
was almost as popular.

Most of the respondents were middle-aged: up to 80% were 31 to 60 
years old when in average 40% of the inhabitants of Helsinki are that 
age (Vuori & Laakso 2015: 18). People under 30 years old were few in 
number in the questionnaire.This bias towards middle aged visitors can 
also be verified on the spot. During the several visits done for the pur-
pose of this thesis in 2016, the amount of young visitors seemed to be 
highest during the KinoKivinokka outdoor cinema event. Events might 
be especially appealing to younger people.

‘Kivinokka kaikille’ questionnaires (Kysely Kivinokan kesämajalaisille; 
Kysely Kivinokasta helsinkiläisille) also asked about the wishes people 
have for Kivinokka. The results show that Kivinokka’s location by 
the seaside should be utilised more. The most wanted new service 
was a new, public seaside sauna. Also, almost 90% of the summer hut 
owners wished that the facilities on the beach would be developed. 
Other services were requested as well, such as a place to barbecue, 
a playground for the children and more activities and services on the 
three sports fields around Kivinokka. Also, half of the respondents 
wanted to have rentable summer huts in Kivinokka. For the respond-
ents who didn’t own a summer hut, it was the second most popular 
wish. The survey also asked for ideas about how to develop Kivinokka 
in winter. The respondents wished for opportunities for winter exercise 
such as skiing, skating, sledding and ice swimming. They also wanted 
to have more events in winter.

Public transport, cycling and walking are the most popular ways 
to reach Kivinokka, but driving is also particularly important to sum-
mer hut owners. Driving was decidedly less popular among other vis-
itors than the summer hut owners. Many respondents were satisfied 
with public transport, but most wanted to have more guiding signposts 
to Kivinokka. Some requested more parking spaces for bikes and a 
bridge to Kulosaari which would create a shorter connection to the 
metro station. The connection to the metro is particularly important be-
cause public transport was the most popular transportation option for 
both user user groups. Cars were seen as a disturbance but the ma-
jority of the respondents didn’t want to separate pedestrians and car 
traffic in Kivinokka.

The summer huts owners were not satisfied with the city’s 
guidelines (see page 45) that govern the construction and use of sum-
mer huts and their surroundings in Kivinokka. Half of the respondents 
were satisfied with the allowed maximum floor area of the summer huts, 
while half thought it could be bigger. A bigger quarrel was how the sum-
mer hut owners are allowed to influence their surroundings: a majority 
of the respondents wished for the possibility to plant vegetation near 
their huts and even more wanted to be able to add small structures 
such as outdoor sinks. Two thirds wished they had the possibility to rent 
their summer hut. Up to 80% wanted to develop cooperation between 
different summer hut associations in for example garbage disposal and 
other management.

The development proposal drafted by the ‘Kivinokka kaikille’ movement 
represents the opinions of the associations in Kivinokka. They 
wish that in the future, Kivinokka will be developed as a recreational 
area for all residents of Helsinki. The associations see the nature and 
forests as Kivinokka’s main attraction and suggest that new activities 
and construction is concentrated on the western shore to protect the 
nature of Kivinokka. New functions should be realised by vonlunteers 
and organisations, while the city provides maintenance.

Public 
transport

28%

Bike

24% 24%

On foot

19%

Car

5%

Other

1%

Boat

How do you come to Kivinokka?
People who don’t own a summer hut in Kivinokka
(Kysely Kivinokasta helsinkiläisille 2017)

How often do you visit Kivinokka?

Weekly

21%
26%

43%

10%

Monthly Few times 
a year

Less 
frequently

How do you come to Kivinokka?
People who own a summer hut in Kivinokka
(Kysely Kivinokan kesämajalaisille 2017)

Public 
transport

64%

Bike

61%

50%

Car

22%

On foot

6%

Other

5%

Boat
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sea

flooding shoreline, altitude less than 1 m from sea level
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Herttoniemi allotment garden
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Planned nature reserve and an existing nature trail and birdwatching platform

Existing nature reserve and Natura 2000 bird protection area
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Functions
The summer colonies in Kivinokka can be called the main func-
tion in Kivinokka, as they take up the most space. The areas with 
summer huts account for a third of the area of Kivinokka. The allotment 
garden is also significant, occupying the southeastern part of the cape. 
There are also two marinas. They are both managed by the city’s Sports 
Department, but the one nearer to the manor house has been rented by 
the Kartanon Venekerho boat club. The largest area on Kivinokka that 
doesn’t have a distinct function is the northeastern forest that is in the 
process of being protected as nature reserve. It is 13 hectares large. It 
already has a nature trail, designed to be accessible to the disabled, es-
pecially the visually impaired, which leads to a bird watching platform. 
Future improvements consist mostly of the minor renovation of existing 
trails and new signposts. (Lammi 2016)

The summer huts are very basic and don’t have for example any 
electricity, so the people staying in Kivinokka rely on the shared 
amenities provided in the area. There are several outhouses in the 
summer hut areas. JHL ry has a sauna near the manor house that 
is open for the public two times a week in summer. The purchase of 
a one-time entrance or a season ticket is possible. During winter the 
sauna is open less frequently. It can also be reserved privately. (JHLY 
ry 2017) Ponnistus  has their own sauna for the members of the associ-
ation. It has men’s and women’s separate turns on summer Saturdays. 
(Helsingin Ponnistus ry 2017) The allotment garden has two toilets and 
showers. The allotment garden association also has a clubhouse, the 
former tobacco barn, that they rent mostly to their members and their 
families (Gruber, Kumpukallio & Poutanen 2014: 10). They are located 
near the garden’s northern square. On the central square, there is a 
small playground that the city maintains. The boat club in the marina 
also has their own sauna, a toilet and a pavilion for barbecuing.

Kivinokka is bordered from the south by a motorway also known as 
‘Itäväylä’ and a smaller road, ‘Kipparlahden silmukka’. All the other 
roads in Kivinokka are unpaved and used primarily as pathways. Kivi-
nokka is well connected to the city by public transport: both metro 
stations in Kulosaari and Herttoniemi are roughly 500 metres away and 
there is a bus stop in Kipparlahden silmukka. However, arriving from 
the metro stations can be difficult as the routes to Kivinokka are not 
direct and don’t have any guiding signs. A circular route around the 
cape and better connections from the west and the south would link 
Kivinokka better to the recreational Vanhankaupunginlahti bay.

Driving is also a common way to reach Kivinokka. The largest parking 
lot is located at the centre of the cape, and it has space for over 70 
cars. There are also a few parking spaces reserved for the disabled 
next to the nature trail and the northwestern cape. Driving in the area 
has been problematic because it disturbs recreational use. A barrier 
has been placed in the main parking lot so that during summer driving 
further to Kivinokka is not possible. However, several people including 
the disabled, members of Ponnistus, maintenance and the Rescue De-
partment need access to the northern and western parts of Kivinokka. 
(Vetoomus kaupungille Kivinokan puomista 2016)

3 . 2  F U N C T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T

Birdwatching platformDance pavilion (Lehto 2012)Marina, Kartanon Venekerho

Traf fic and accessibility
There are also many services in Kivinokka that are accessible 
to the public. There are two beaches in Kivinokka. The one on the 
northwestern tip is not an official beach but a natural sandy beach. 
The larger beach is an official beach, managed by the Sports Depart-
ment. There are changing rooms and showers but the nearest toilet is 
located 100 metres from the beach. The association Kivinokkalaiset ry 
has a dance pavilion and a small building as their office on the beach. 
In addition, they have a building for their summer employees in the 
main parking lot that also serves as the main information point with a 
notice board and a map of the area. West of the main beach there is a 
summer café known as ‘Maijan kahvila’ that also has other attractions 
such as domestic animals and art on display. There is also an open 
air summer theatre ‘Beowulf’ in Kivinokka which was not active in the 
summer 2016. The manor house can be rented for private use such as 
weddings.

There are also some people living in Kivinokka. Next to the allotment 
garden there is a residential house called ‘Kristika’. It has five apart-
ments that are rented by the association Oranssi ry. The purpose of 
Oranssi is to offer its lodgers fair-priced, community-based and sus-
tainable housing. Apartments are granted to young families and people 
under 25 years old. (Oranssi 2017)

Kivinokka has multiple different functions. Its main feature is its function as a summer settlement, and the three sum-
mer hut areas and the allotment garden take up a large area of the cape. Combining car traffic and Kivinokka’s recrea-
tional use is challenging. The associations active in the area organise many activities and events both for their mem-
bers and all residents of Helsinki. However, private use in a public space can be problematic and some visitors may 
feel they are trespassing in a private space.
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Kivinokkalaiset ry answers for the largest amount of summer huts in 
Kivinokka. There are altogether 380 huts in their area. They also rent 
allotments for cultivation and have a dance pavilion and an office in the 
beach. Helsingin Ponnistus ry is a sports club in Helsinki that was 
established already in 1887 (Helsingin Ponnistus ry 2017). Football is 
their main sport. Ponnistus is in charge of 48 summer huts. Ponnistus 
has been in Kivinokka since 1923 (Haapanen 1999: 95). Helsingin 
yhteisjärjestö JHL ry is a local assocation for the member associa-
tions of the Trade Union for the Public and Welfare Sectors. JHL has 
190 summer huts in Kivinokka, an allotment and they rent the manor 
environment. Unlike other areas in Kivinokka, the manor environment 
in its entirety is under JHL’s care except for the manor park south of the 
main building. The summer hut area is maintained by the Public Works 
Department just like the other summer hut areas. JHL has been renting 
the manor and its surroundings since 1937.

The allotment garden functions much like the summer hut areas. Hert-
toniemen Siirtolapuutarhayhdistys ry rents the garden from the city 
and then rents the plots to its members. When someone buys a garden 
plot, they receive the right to the rent the plot in addition to buying the 
cottage and the plot itself. The buyer has to live in Helsinki. (Gruber, 
Kumpukallio & Poutanen 2014: 6-7)The association’s main function is 
to watch out for the interests of its members and the association also 
wants to cherish a sense of community that is integral to the idea of an 
allotment garden by organising different activities. (Gruber, Kumpukal-
lio & Poutanen 2014: 9)

Kartanon Venekerho ry has 148 places for boats and 197 members. 
They also rent a sauna from the city on an island further from the city for 
their member’s use. The marina is popular: there are no vacant places. 
They also store their boats in the marina during winter. The association 
was founded in 1962 when the marina was built. (Kartanon Venekerho 
ry 2017)

Administration
Renting association

Kivinokkalaiset ry

Helsingin Ponnistus ry

Helsingin yhteisjärjestö JHL ry

Herttoniemen siirtolapuutarha ry

Kartanon venekerho ry,marina

private renter

Filled areas: the outdoors spac-
es are not managed by the city 
but by their renters

Managing official

Public Works Department, City of Helsinki

Sports Department, City of Helsinki 
Buildings: Real Estate Department, 
City of Helsinki
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland

Finnish Transport Agency 

Helsinki City Transport

Administration
The entire cape of Kivinokka is owned by the City of Helsinki except for 
the ‘Itäväylä’ motorway that is state-owned. The majority of it is man-
aged by the Public Works Department which is in charge of the public 
roads and green spaces in Helsinki. The Sports Department was in 
charge of Kivinokka until 1997 (Kesämajaohjeisto 1998: 2) but now it 
only manages the larger beach and the two marinas. The Real Estate 
Department answers for many buildings in Kivinokka and takes care of 
their renting.

There are three different associations that are in charge of their own 
summer hut areas in Kivinokka. They represent the summer hut own-
ers, supervise that the city’s guidelines are being followed and organise 
events. The Public Works Department rents the summer hut areas to 
associations which then rent them to private people, by rule only people 
living in Helsinki (Kesämajaohjeisto 1998: 2). The summer huts are in 
the possession of private individuals, but they pay rent to the associa-
tions. Only the immediate land that the individual hut is situated on is 
rented. All the space between the summer huts is still a public green 
space, managed by the Public Works Department. Kivinokkalaiset ry 
and JHL ry have also rented the space for their allotments from the 
Public Works Department. (Usein kysyttyjä kysymyksiä Kivinokkalaiset 
ry:n jäsenille 2017) Other associations in Kivinokka include the associ-
ation of the allotment garden, Herttoniemen Siirtolapuutarhayhdistys ry, 
and the boat club Kartanon Venekerho ry.

Since the associations have a great significance, it is important that 
their cooperation with the city works well – and so it mainly does. How-
ever, sometimes the sharing of responsibility can be difficult. The car 
barrier, placed to restrict driving in Kivinokka, is one example. Kivinok-
kalaiset ry wants to keep it shut whereas the Public Works Department 
prefers it open. In 2016 Kivinokkalaiset ry made an appeal to the city: 
either the city should take full responsibility for limiting car traffic in Kivi-
nokka or the association should be allowed to make their decisions 
freely. (Vetoomus kaupungille Kivinokan puomista 2016)
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Parties and events

examples of events for community 
members

events for all

club house or other important building

dance pavilion

Pirtti

Riihi

Service, subject to a charge

Rented but access is unrestricted
summer hut areas: only the area under 
summer huts is rented by association

Privately owned

Renting is possible to anyone
Renting only for member, 
access is unrestricted 
Renting only for members

Private lot or rented for private use

Public green space

Privacy

The association in Kivinokka each have their own spaces for 
events and activities, usually the fields that are located near their 
rented areas. The activities in the allotment garden are concentrated 
around its northern square in their club house and the small field. The 
allotment garden association was active in 2016, organising for ex-
ample ‘talkoot’ meaning communal work, exchange of saplings, flee 
markets, Midsummer festivities and bingo. They were also involved in 
the events hosted by the regional organisation of allotment gardens. 
In addition, they took part in the football match of the allotment garden 
association, Ponnistus and Kivinokkalaiset in the field in Ponnistus’s 
area. (Kesän 2016 tapahtumia 2016: 3) Ponnistus organises events 
for their members in a cottage they call ‘Pirtti’ and the nearby sports 
field (Ponnistus 2017). Kivinokkalaiset ry organises many events: in 
2016 they had many ‘talkoot’, a fishing competition, a sports competi-
tion and dancing at the dance pavilion, among others (Kivinokan tapah-
tumakalenteri - kesä 2016). Their activities are concentrated on the 
beach. They also organise small public events such as a Midsummer 
celebration and an outdoor cinema called KinoKivinokka.

In addition to events hosted by these organisations, others organise 
events in Kivinokka as well. Summer 2016 was the 12th time there 
was an environmental art exhibition in Kivinokka. It was arranged by the 
art school Taidekoulu Maa and supported by the Cultural Office of the 
City of Helsinki and the Arts Promotion Centre Finland. (Fascination for 
biodiversity 2016) In 2014 the exhibition was organised by the students 
of the Aalto University (Ympäristötaidenäyttely tulee taas Kivinokkaan 
2014). Helsingin Uimarit swim club has held swimming lessons on the 
beach (Kivinokan tapahtumakalenteri - kesä 2016). The Finnish As-
sociation for Nature Conservation and Kivinokkalaiset ry organised a 
bat spotting trip in Kivinokka in summer 2016 (Esteetön lepakkoretki 
Kivinokkaan 2016).

Kivinokka is an unusual green area because of the many private 
spaces it has in addition to public space. For example, the summer 
huts are in private use but only the buildings are private and everything 
in between is public green space. The allotment garden, too, is a public 
a space even though the garden plots are in private possession. It is 
forbidden to restrict free passage in the garden during summer time 
(Siirtolapuutarha-alueen vuokrasopimus 1997).

Although most of Kivinokka is open to public use, some services are 
subject to a charge, such as the manor’s sauna and the summer thea-
tre. The manor can be rented for events. There are also many spac-
es that can only be rented by members, such as the boat club’s 
sauna, the sauna and cottage of Ponnistus and the allotment garden’s 
club house, the tobacco barn. In addition to the manor, JHL ry has two 
other venues that can be rented by members only (JHL ry 2017).

The amount of restricted spaces isn’t a problem in itself ais long 
as it doesn’t make casual visitors feel unwelcome or considerably 
restricts the amount of services available to them. For example, there 
are two saunas in Kivinokka but only one of them is in public use and 
only two times a week. Another problem arises when people take over 
public space for their own private use. Some summer hut owners have 
used plants or structures to fence small gardens for their huts even 
though it is forbidden (Kesämajaohjeisto 1998: 2-3). 70% of respond-
ents in a survey by ‘Kivinokka kaikille’ movement said they would like to 
plant vegetation near their summer hut and 80% wanted to build small 
structures such as outdoor sinks. This desire for more space near the 
small and bare summer huts is understandable but it could make Kivi-
nokka feel more like a private place. Some people already see Kivinok-
ka and other areas with summer huts as private areas and don’t dare to 
enter them for the fear of trespassing. This conception can be noticed 
from the comments given during the making of the new Helsinki master 
plan (Helsinki 2050 survey 2017).

PrivacyEvents and activities

Riihi
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Summer cabin area

Allotment garden

Kulosaari manor

Folkpark

Protection status

Nationally significant built cultural environment

Regionally significant built cultural environment

Relic

Building protected by city plan

Detailed guidelines for building in summer hut areas in Kivinokka. Left: example drawing for area rented by Kivinokkalaiset ry. Right: example drawing 
of a summer hut in area rented by Ponnistus ry. From: Lehto, Elsi (2012). Kivinokan rakennettu ympäristö. Helsinki City Planning Department.

Summer hut areas

Herttoniemi allotment garden

Brändö manor bath house

central square

‘Maijan kahvila’ café outhouse

marina and old wharf ‘Gunnarstorp’ villa (Lehto 2012)

tobacco barn (Lehto 2012)
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3 . 3  B U I L T  E N V I R O N M E N T

The different phases of the history of Kivinokka are present in its varied 
built environment. Different areas of the cape are characterised by 
different eras: the manor history is most visible near the manor house 
and its park, whereas the summer hut areas in the western and central 
parts of Kivinokka and the allotment garden were largely formed in the 
1930’s and 1940’s. The entire cape has been named a regionally sig-
nificant built cultural environment, based on its value as an example of 
how the working class of the city spent their free-time in the beginning 
of the 20th century (Missä maat on mainiommat 2012: 95). The allot-
ment garden has a higher protection status as a nationally significant 
built cultural environment. It is valued for its remarkable design that has 
survived well to this day (RKY 2017). It is also protected by a detail city 
plan, and it is the only area in Kivinokka that has a detail plan. There is 
one archeological relic in Kivinokka: the former lot of the Brändö estate 
that was relocated in the 18th century. There are no visible remains of 
the manor but it is possible that something could be discovered in exca-
vations (Muinaisjäännösrekisteri 2017). 

The oldest layer, the agricultural landscape of the Brändö man-
or is still represented by open spaces, some of which are still in 
cultivation. The oldest building in Kivinokka is the tobacco barn, which 
was likely built in the 1750’s (Lehto 2012: 21). Most of the buildings in 
the manor environment are from the 19th century, including the manor 
house, the dock and the bath house. The two villas were built at the 
turn of the 20th century. In the 20th century, the manor environment 
was most drastically changed in the 1960’s by the construction of the 
marina. Although the dock and the bath house of the manor were in-
tegrated into the marina, the marina has disconnected the manor from 
the seashore. The manor park is not what it used to be: its many paths 
have disappeared and the trees that have grown on the shore have 
blocked views. The buildings are in a better shape, except for the bath 
house which is not in use (Lehto 2012: 9). The manor house is in a 
good condition but its original interiors were largely lost in the 1950’s 
due to aggressive renovations (Halminen 1987: 7).

Both the allotment garden and the summer hut areas were in-
tegrated into the existing manor landscape. The existing paths in 
the summer hut areas were already depicted in a map from the 19th 
century (see page 24, map from 1873). The allotment garden is based 
on a plan by Elisabeth Koch. It took into account existing vegetation 
and saved two allées as a part of the design (p. 24, 1930). One of the 
allées leads from the manor to the tobacco barn, but the other one that 
bordered the garden from the west is now barely visible. There are a 
few old maple trees that were likely a part of the allée. The design also 
utilised the tobacco barn that was turned into the allotment garden’s 
association’s club house (Herttoniemen siirtolapuutarhayhdistyksen 
historiikki 2006: 34). The barn is protected by the detail plan. Next to the 
allotment garden is a yellow wooden building, also known as ‘Kristika’. 
It was either built or relocated to Kivinokka in the 1920’s. It is protected 
by the detail plan. It has been a summer settlement, a kindergarten and 
even a hospital during wartime among other functions. It was renovated 
in the 1990’s and now it has five apartments. (Oranssi ry 2017)

Permanent summer huts have been built in Kivinokka since the be-
ginning of the 1940’s. There are altogether over 600 wooden huts that 
are all situated on the hills of the central and northern Kivinokka. Each 
summer hut area has its own character based on the type of the 
huts and how densely they are positioned. The area rented by the Kivi-
nokkalaiset association is the biggest and has 380 huts. JHL ry, the 
association for the employees of the City of Helsinki, has 190 huts and 
the sport association Ponnistus has 48 huts in Kivinokka. (Lehto 2012: 
14) As well as huts, there are also additional buildings in the summer 
hut areas, such as a small dance pavilion and an office for Kivinokkal-
aiset ry in the beach and all in all eight outhouses in different parts of 
the summer hut areas. Ponnistus has rented a sauna and a cottage 
they say is an old fisherman’s cottage (Helsingin Ponnistus ry 2017). 
However, Lehto (2012: 18) claims that it was built in 1948. Ponnistus’s 
sauna was built in 1964. The pavilion on the beach was constructed in 
the beginning of the 1950’s. To the north of the beach, there is an old 
Elanto shop that has been turned into a café. The building is likely from 
the 1930’s or 40’s. (Lehto 2012: 17) 

The construction of new summer huts is regulated by guidelines. 
All summer hut areas have their own hut types, demonstrated by exam-
ple drawings. The huts can have the maximum floor area of 12 square 
metres and a small storage space adjoined to the hut. The construction 
of a fireplace is allowed. The guidelines are based on a design made 
by architect Hilding Ekelund in 1946. The surroundings of the summer 
huts should not be altered or fenced by any structures or plantings. The 
aim is not to alter the area’s character as a forest. The construction of 
a small terrace near the hut is allowed. (Kesämajaohjeisto 1998: 2-3)

While the summer hut areas are a located in a forest, the allotment 
garden has a very different character as a lush, cultivated land-
scape. The garden has altogether 182 cabins, each in their own, small 
plot. The cabins are protected and demolition is prohibited unless un-
avoidable. Construction is regulated by guidelines and the detail plan. 
The cabins are bigger than summer huts: an area of 29 square metres 
is allowed and an additional storage room. In addition, the plot can have 
one small structure, either a playhouse, a green room or a canopy for 
a grill. The plots should be maintained as a garden, and at least two 
thirds of their area should be covered in vegetation. They should also 
have at least one fruit tree, and all plots should be fenced with a hedge. 
(Herttoniemen siirtolapuutarhayhdistys ry: rakentamistapaohjeet 2012)

The history of many buildings in Kivinokka is unknown, including the 
manor house. Their age and value as a part of Kivinokka’s built her-
itage should be assessed. The history outdoor spaces should be 
investigated further as well, especially the manor park.

The built environment of Kivinokka has formed gradually through time and new structures have been integrated into 
the existing landscape. Yet, different areas have their own distinct character: the manor environment, the allotment 
garden and the three summer hut areas. The entire cape has been named a regionally significant built cultural environ-
ment but the allotment garden has the strongest protection status as a nationally significant built cultural environment.

The allotment garden and summer hut areas 
each have their own typology. The huts in JHL’s 
area are positioned more densely and can be 
slightly higher than in other areas.

Ponnistus ry
48 summer huts
23 huts/hectare

Kivinokkalaiset ry
380 summer huts
24 huts/hectare

JHL ry
190 summer huts
43 huts/hectare

Allotment garden
182 cottages
25 cottages /
hectare

100 m
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500 m

Vegetation and spaciality

Semi-open space

park or yard

allotment garden

open bog

Semi-closed space

summer hut area:
deciduous forest

summer hut area:
dry deciduous forest

dry coniferous forest

Open space

sea / bed of reeds 

outcrop

beach

allotment

meadow or lawn

Important view

Closed view

Allée

Two giant’s kettles (hiidenkirnu)

Closed space

swamp or grove 
dominated by spruce

deciduous grove

coniferous forest
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The natural environment of Kivinokka has significant recreation-
al value as well as an absolute value as an ecologically diverse area. 
Many visitors emphasise the importance of forests and other natural 
elements in, for example, the ‘Helsinki 2050’ questionnaire and associ-
ations also see them as Kivinokka’s main attraction (Kivinokka kaikille) 
(see also page 37). 

The landscape of Kivinokka is diverse, varying from rocky hills 
covered by forests to cultivated valleys. It hosts a variety of hab-
itats that together with the built environment create places of different 
atmospheres. The southern and western part of the cape is a landscape 
of cultivation and culture because of its south-facing, sunny slopes and 
suitable soil. It is also protected from southwestern winds, the dominant 
wind direction in Helsinki, by the island of Kulosaari. The northern part 
of Kivinokka, that has a colder microclimate and poorer soil, is mostly 
covered by forest, which is in some places almost untouched by human 
influence. This dichotomy of culture and nature is emphasised by the 
soundscape: in the south, the noise from the Itäväylä motorway and 
metro is audible whereas sounds of the nature prevail in the north.

The vegetation in the southern part of Kivinokka has been in-
fluenced the most by human activity. The allotment garden hosts 
many traditional cultivated plant species and cultivars (Hämäläinen & 
Pelttari 2006: 31). There is a wide variety of both edible and merely 
decorative plants from fruit trees to perennials. The manor park has 
many old, planted deciduous trees like oaks that are typical for manor 
environments.

3 . 4  N AT U R A L  E N V I R O N M E N T
Although Kivinokka has a diverse built environment, it is dominantly a green landscape characterised by natural el-
ements. Climate, topography, soil and bedrock together with hundreds of years of human influence have created a 
variety of habitats that offer different atmospheres and experiences for people and sanctuaries for many endangered 
species.

45 dB <

50 dB <

55 dB <

60 dB <

65 dB <

70 dB <

Soundscape emphasises the dichotomy of culture and nature present in the vegetation of Kivinokka.
Traffic noise

The forests in Kivinokka have very different atmospheres. The 
eastern forest, including JHL’s summer hut area, is a murky, coniferous 
forest with narrow trails. The western part of Kivinokka, where Kivinok-
kalaiset ry and Ponnistus ry have their summer huts, is a deciduous for-
est full of light and wider paths. Based on historical orthophotographs, 
deciduous trees such as birches have become more dominant in the 
summer hut areas since Kivinokka became a folkpark in the 1930’s. 

Apart from the marina, the shoreline in Kivinokka is mostly in a 
natural state. It varies from rocky outcrops to shallows, growing vast  
beds of reed. Water is shallow everywhere in the Vanhankaupunginlah-
ti bay but especially north of Kivinokka where reeds are a dominant part 
of the landscape. The bay is an estuary of the Vantaanjoki river which is 
why the water in the bay is murky, rich in nutrients and has a low level of 
salt (Helsingin merenrantojen hoito ja tulevaisuus 2003: 10).

Spatiality and atmosphere
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Bedrock 

Landscape structure and hydrology

granite

gneiss

quartz diorite

amphibolite

valley

slope

ridge

watershed

wetland

ditching

Climate

sunny, warm areas

shady, cool areas

dominant wind direction

Soil 

bedrock

silt

mud

moraine

clay

500 m
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Important bird areas

Important bat areas

Important flora areas

Important polypore areas

Ecological values
Source: Nature Information System 2016

Class II, very valuable

Class I, most valuable

Class III, valuable

Due to its diverse nature, Kivinokka has many ecological values. Per-
haps the most valuable areas are located in the eastern and northern 
parts because they have developed with relatively little human influ-
ence. From the north, Kivinokka borders the Vanhankaupunginlahti 
Natura 2000 area and nature reserve, valuable as a wetland habitat 
for many endangered bird species. It was first proposed to be protected 
already in 1914. (Nature Information System 2016) On land, the north 
eastern forest is particularly valuable for biodiversity and in a few 
years, it will be protected as a nature reserve. Its old trees and a large 
quantity of decaying wood make it a habitat for different endangered 
species. Its damp spruce groves, in particular, have been deemed im-
portant. They accommodate many rare polypore species and a rich 
variety of birds. In the eastern part of Kivinokka, there is also a nutri-
ent-poor, treeless swamp that is a rare habitat in Helsinki. (Erävuori, 
Lammi, Routasuo 2015: 81) In the north, the forest is bordered by the 
Viikki-Vanhankaupunginlahti nature reserve, which has vast reed beds 
that make it an important resting place for migratory birds. There are 
also many bird species nesting on shore. Due to the birds, it is forbid-
den to enter the Saunalahti bay during summer. There is also an alder 
grove located in a small northern bay that is valuable because of its 
relatively undisturbed state. (Nature Information System 2016)

Even though many ecological values in Kivinokka are due to the lack 
of human interference, various species are also dependent on the 
presence of people. The manor park has many valuable bird species 
that find nesting and feeding places in its bushes, old deciduous trees 
and other planted vegetation. Kivinokka is also one of the most impor-
tant bat areas in Helsinki. In particular, the north western part of the 
cape offers many good resting, hiding and preying places for different 
bat species due to its diverse variety of buildings and forest, especially 
the groves near the sea. (Nature Information System 2016)

In addition to its ecological value, the natural environment of Kivi-
nokka is a cultural value in itself. Since the beginning of the 20th 
century and even the 19th century, people have gone there to escape 
the city and enjoy the peace of nature. This has not changed: the com-
ments collected by the city during the planning of Kivinokka and by the 
author for this thesis show that people appreciate the nature in Kivinok-
ka. It is described as an ‘oasis’, a refuge for both people and nature 
within the city. Therefore, human activity and nature do not necessarily 
threaten each other in Kivinokka. The manor and its adjoining buildings 
and the summer huts have created new habitats and thus increased 
biodiversity. The ecological values of Kivinokka may still grow: for ex-
ample, the diversity of polypore species is still increasing. However, the 
sensitivity of certain habitats, especially in wet terrain, poses challeng-
es for recreation. The future nature reserve in the north eastern forest 
is particularly vulnerable to erosion from use. Also, future development 
can threaten certain species. For instance, some bats may be disturbed 
by an increase in lighting. (Nature Information System 2016)

Synthesis of ecological values 500 m

Ecological values

source: Nature Information System 2016

Important flora areas
1. Alder grove
2. Spruce-dominated grove
3. Open bog
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3 . 5  S U M M A RY

Threats
Reputation as a semiprivate area that is not open to all city-dwellers

Increased amounts of visitors in ecologically valuable areas

Increasing price of allotment cabins and summer huts

Combining public use with private functions

Understudied built environment and fading values

Summer hut areas as underappreciated cultural landscape

Management challenges between different actors

Opportunities
Location at the meeting point of areas that have very differing popu-
lations

Attracting people from afar

Active communities that organise activities independently

Increasing amount of residents in nearby areas

Unique ensemble of the allotment garden, summer hut areas and the 
manor house and villas

Weaknesses
Access by land is restricted by the sea

Combining car traffic and recreational use

Buildings in private use

Cooperation between different actors

Wish for more private space outside of the summer huts

Fading characteristics of the manor environment 

Undeveloped seashore

Strengths
Accessibility by public transport, bicycle and car

Natural environment as a recreational value

Committed, loving users

Versatile functional environment from experiencing nature to events

Possibility for urban agriculture

Allotment garden’s atmosphere is well preserved

Contribution to biodiversity

Users uphold a tradition and cultural and ecological values

Coherent but unique summer hut areas

Rentable spaces
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4. plan
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...why is Kivinokka significant?

size

Notable city parks in Helsinki and their 
size compared to Kivinokka

location &
accessibility

The city centre and the suburbian centres 
along the metro line

Kaivopuisto
17 ha

Mustikkamaa
36 ha

Seurasaari
46 ha

Kivinokka
68 ha
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Maximising Kivinokka’s potential  
as a green area to all city-dwellers

Cherishing Kivinokka’s 
valuable characteristics

Redefining Kivinokka’s meaning 
and role in the city

Objective Means Means

Kivinokka is valuable as a green area. It provides recreation for 
many and maintains historical and ecological values. Yet, recent 
discussions about Kivinokka’s residential development plans 
demonstrate that city-dwellers have conflicting opinions about 
its value and use. As an originally private recreational area its 
role as a truly public space is still developing. 

Although Kivinokka is already very valuable, its entire potential 
as a recretional area must be realised. It is not enough that near-
by inhabitants and summer hut owners and other ‘natives’ enjoy 
Kivinokka, but its role as a recreational destination for the entire 
city should be developed as well. 

This aim partly contradicts with Kivinokka’s current charm as a 
hidden, quiet place but Kivinokka is simply too significant to be 
left undeveloped. It is located close to the city centre, between 
the densely populated and expanding Central Helsinki and the 
suburbs of Eastern Helsinki. Kivinokka has a similar character 
to the city’s recreational islands but it is very accessible by bike, 
car and public transport, as it is situated along the main arteries 
between the city centre and eastern Helsinki. Kivinokka is also 
large – one of the biggest if not the biggest single recreational 
area near the city centre.

As Helsinki densifies, Kivinokka’s significance as a green area 
will still grow. If the city’s population increases, the amount of 
green area will still remain the same or decrease, and recreation-
al areas will face more pressure of use. In an efficiently built city 
each area needs to secure its place in the lives of city-dwellers, 
including Kivinokka. 

The history and present values of Kivinokka form the basis for the plan. 
Kivinokka has remarkable recreational, ecological and cultural values. 
It is beloved by many as a recreational site and many come there even 
from longer distances. Kivinokka has many features linked to the his-
tory of the city: the Brändö manor, summer huts and the allotment gar-
den. This cultural history is visible both in the built environment and in 
the tradition of summer colonies. Kivinokka is also a sanctuary to many 
endangered species and it enriches the city’s biodiversity.

As a cultural landscape, Kivinokka is unique. Kivinokka is a versatile 
landscape, comprised of varied built and natural environment. There 
are several allotment gardens and summer hut areas in Helsinki, but 
the Herttoniemi allotment garden, the three different summer hut areas 
and the Brändö manor form a one of a kind ensemble that tells a story 
about how free time has evolved in the city throughout time and social 
changes. Kivinokka’s location in the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay gives 
the place both historical context and greater biodiversity. 

Kivinokka’s most valuable characteristics can be summarised to three 
parts. As a cultural landscape, its value lies in the tradition of leisure 
demonstrated by the manor house to the allotment garden and summer 
huts. As a natural landscape, Kivinokka is an oasis for both people and 
biodiversity. Nature has a recreational meaning as well as an absolute 
value in Kivinokka. Lastly, Kivinokka’s merit lies in the people using it. 
They form active communities that uphold the meanings and traditions 
of history and the physical environment that maintains ecological and 
cultural values.

Kivinokka is a cultural landscape, valued as a relic showing how the 
working class spent their free time in the beginning of the 20th century. 
As such, the meanings Kivinokka has possessed throughout time and 
their physical manifestations should be treasured. However, Kivinokka 
should not be simply an outdoor museum, but as a significant green 
area, it should also be relevant in today’s city and the lives of its resi-
dents. 

The aim for the plan is to develop Kivinokka to maximise its potential as 
a recreational area. To achieve this, Kivinokka’s role in the city should 
be assessed based on today’s social conditions. For long, Kivinokka 
has been a landscape of leisure and recreation. The form recreation 
has taken in Kivinokka has always been tied to the social conditions of 
the time. As a folkpark, Kivinokka provided the working class an equal 
opportunity for recreation in a city where the majority of parks were 
dominated by upper classes. People living in a polluted, overcrowded 
city appreciated Kivinokka’s natural environment. 

The segregating policy of dividing parks for different social classes was 
a symptom of the time’s polarised society. Now Kivinokka’s meaning 
has already changed. As the society has become more equal, Kivi-
nokka has been gradually opened to different users. Leisure has also 
changed, and now many more have the opportunity to spend summers 
in their own cottages in the countryside as opposed to getting an allot-
ment cottage or a summer hut in the city. To define Kivinokka’s role in 
the city, it is also necessary to define the form recreation should have 
now and in the future in Helsinki.

TRADITION OF 
LEISURE

OASIS
refuge for nature 

and people

COMMITMENT
act ive, dynamic 

communit ies

Kivinokka’s valuable characteristics

4 . 1  S TA R T I N G  P O I N T
The plan proposed in this thesis is based on the premise that Kivinokka is a significant green area whose potential as 
a recreational area should be maximised. Due to its vastness, location and accessibility, Kivinokka should be devel-
oped to further benefit all city-dwellers. The means for development are to cherish Kivinokka’s existing values and to 
redefine its role in the city.



K I V I N O K K A  C O M M O N S

S C E N E  F O R  
C I T I Z E N - L E D  
U R BA N  C U LT U R E

H I D D E N  G R E E N 
OA S I S

PR I V AT E

  N AT U R AL

        R U R A L 

     TR AN Q U I L
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4 . 2  V I S I O N

Strengthening Kivinokka’s role as a community-led place
Folkparks were founded at a time when the concept of urban parks 
was deemed too restrictive for social conditions. Now we are facing 
a similar situation. Governance of urban green spaces across Europe 
is changing towards more flexible arrangements where municipalities 
evolve from providing green services to citizens, to creating value to-
gether with them (Buijs et al. 2016: 151). Kivinokka is already such a 
place. It is not a typical urban park that is managed through shared 
governance but its management and organisation is more complicated, 
partly dependent on citizens and the communities they form. These 
types of open spaces have also been called ‘urban commons’ (Buijs et 
al. 2016: 20).
 
Kivinokka is a natural place to develop as a citizen-led public space. 
The development of urban commons is an emerging trend in green 
governance but as Kivinokka shows, it is not a new phenomenon. Kivi-
nokka has a history as a community-driven green area, and communi-
ties still attribute greatly to the identity of the place. They are critical to 
Kivinokka’s cultural value as a sense of community was an essential 
part of the summer settlements founded by workers in the beginning of 
the 20th century.
 

Kivinokka is full of contradictions. It is in the middle of the city, 
yet in the periphery. Time seems to stop in Kivinokka, and still 
the place is full of life. Kivinokka is a place for tranquility, sol-
itude and nature – as well as togetherness, culture and taking 
part.

Kivinokka is a precious gem, a unique place molded by the peo-
ple who have stayed there. More people should discover the 
many experiences it offers. Kivinokka is already loved by its 
users, but there are still many who don’t even know of its ex-
istence. Everyone should have an equal chance to experience 
Kivinokka: both as a green oasis and as a place that they can 
adopt and where they can find a community. 

The time is right. When the working class started to camp in Kivi-
nokka, they were looking for a place they could call their own, a 
place where they could escape the city life, express themselves 
and form a community. During the last decades, urban culture in 
Helsinki has developed in the same direction. People are looking 
for a sense of community and locality, equal rights to use urban 
space, and opportunities for self-realisation and expression of 
values.

Kivinokka should be developed as a modern-day folkpark. While 
folkparks originally promoted social segregation, Kivinokka 
should be a place of integration: Kivinokka Commons. Kivinokka 
Commons is different from a regular city park. It is place created 
by its users, a place city-dwellers can mold and influence and 
where they can feel a part of a community. It is a refuge from 
the city, its own unique, coherent world that can be experienced 
independtly from the city. It is a place where one can spend an 
entire day without a lack of things to do and experience.

Developing Kivinokka as an open, public place
As a community-driven place, Kivinokka is more than a mere public 
space. Public spaces belong equally to everyone and, therefore, equal-
ly to nobody. Still, being a communal place can also be a threat if peo-
ple don’t see Kivinokka as a truly open space.  Community-led places 
can become exclusive, especially if the community is a very restricted 
group of people (Buijs et al. 2016: 158). That is why the possibility to 
join the communities should be opened to anyone who is interested. 
Being a truly public space also means that the experience of being 
a part of the place and the community and the possibility to influence 
them should be open to everyone.

To be a place of meeting, urban life and culture should be in view in 
Kivinokka. Culture is also an important attraction in Kivinokka. Kivinok-
ka is already set apart from other green areas by being a place of art 
and culture and grassroots events. Art is present in Kivinokka in the 
form of environmental art, theatre and cinema. Kivinokka inspires art 
as a hybrid of culture and nature (Johansson 2012: 36) but it is also 
flexible and dynamic enough to host different citizen-led activities. In 
the future, Kivinokka should continue to have a low threshold for mak-
ing and presenting art.
 
Protecting tranquillity and different atmospheres
The main challenge of planning Kivinokka is to reconcile the contra-
dicting aims of cherishing its character as a green oasis and to develop 
its public use. To solve this issue, the development of active public 
spaces should be concentrated on areas of special cultural and social 
significance while the areas of more calm nature should be preserved 
as well as possible. 

commons: a shared resource,  
managed or governed by the 
group of people that share it

Kivinokka should be developed as a modern-day folkpark, Kivinokka Commons. As a commons, Kivinokka is a com-
munity-led green area that promotes the integration of people by being a stage for urban culture and a meeting place 
for people of different backgrounds. At the same time, its role as a green oasis is emphasised. 

1. Define clear group boundaries

2. Match rules governing  the rules of com-
mon goods to local needs and conditions

3. Ensure that those affected by the rules can 
participate in modifying the rules

4. Make sure the rule-making rights of com-
munity members are respected by outside 
authorities

5. Develop a system, carried out by commu-
nity members, for monitoring member’s’ 
behavior

6. Use graduated sanctions for rule violators

7. Provide accessible, low-cost means for 
dispute resolution

8. Build responsibility for governing the 
common resource in nested tiers from the 
lowest level up to the entire interconnected 
system

The principles to managing commons  
(Ostrom 1990)
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INTEGRATIONSEGREGATION

REFUGEREFUGE

urban isa t ion urban isa t ion

Urbanisation created Kivinokka’s meaning as a land-
scape of leisure. As it continues, the need for green 
areas and connecting with nature increases. Kivinokka 
Commons remains an oasis where a visitor can feel like 
they have left the city.

i nd iv idua l i smcommuna l i t y

As a summer colony for the working class, Kivinokka 
has an important function in creating a sense of commu-
nity. In Kivinokka Commons, this function prevails even 
though the society has become more individualistic. 
People still have a need for belonging.

work / f ree  t imework  +  f ree  t ime

The amount of free time has multiplied since the found-
ing of Kivinokka as a folkpark. As technological devel-
opment progresses, work may eventually become obso-
lete. Kivinokka Commons offers meaning outside of the 
working life as an area of citizen-led activities.

env i ronmenta l  
consc iousness

economic  g rowth

A century ago, Kivinokka offered a relief from the living 
conditions of a poor urban life. Now Kivinokka Com-
mons offers an environmentally conscious alternative 
for spending free time.

d ive rs i t ymonotony

As a part of an increasingly heterogeneous society, Kivi-
nokka Commons welcomes diversity and gives space 
for people to express their own personalities and values.

r i gh t  to  
u rban  space

 r i gh t  to  
u rban  space

Folkparks were founded to provide the working class 
green areas in which they felt welcome. Now urban 
space is again becoming more privatised and commer-
cial (Mäenpää 2011: 133). New grassroots urban cul-
ture takes possession of urban space. Kivinokka Com-
mons is not only accessible to all but also a space that 
citizens can make themselves.

Folkparks were a symptom of a polarised society. They were meant to offer equal opportunities to the 
working class but, at the same time, increased the segregation of different social groups in the public 
space. Kivinokka Commons, on the other hand, is a tool for integration. As a communal space, it offers 
people the opportunity to meet and to form communities. As a dynamic public space, it is a scene for 
citizen-led urban culture.

For two centuries, people have come to Kivinokka to find refuge from 
city life. Kivinokka Commons continues being a green oasis where 
people can reconnect with nature. It is separate from the city and has 
a distinct atmosphere that sets it apart.
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As a recreational area, Kivinokka is distinctly different from a typ-
ical urban park that is woven into urban structure. It is not directly 
connected to any residential areas but surrounded from most directions 
by the sea and a motorway. Even though it is located within the city, it 
is still separate from it, so reaching it requires deliberation and time. It 
is not a part of the everyday lives of urban-dwellers, but rather a site 
for less frequent visits and recreation. Kivinokka resembles an island, 
detached from urban life, and that is also its charm. Even if Helsinki 
densifies drastically, Kivinokka will still remain disconnected from the 
city. However, it is very accessible at the same time. What part does 
such a recreational area have in tomorrow’s city?
 
For two centuries, Kivinokka has been a place for urban-dwellers to 
reconnect with nature. For the workers that visited Kivinokka and the 
gentry before them, coming to Kivinokka was to escape the city. Even 
though the future is difficult to predict, it seems that this need will not 
disappear or diminish. Green areas as places to experience nature 
will continue to play an important role in urban life. Seeking a 
connection with nature is, after all, an urban phenomenon. Mäenpää 
(2011: 34) concludes that our wish to experience nature is sign of our 
urban point of view, rather than the agrarian aim of using nature for pro-
duction. In Kivinokka, this meaning of experiencing nature was linked to 
the urbanisation of its surroundings, while its role as a landscape of pro-
duction was dominant when Helsinki’s influence was still small. In the 
future, nature’s importance as a source of experiences will likely only 
increase, because urbanisation is still an on-going process, a global 
megatrend. Lukkarinen (2016) sees a connection between our grow-
ing appreciation of nature and our surroundings, which is becoming 
more and more artificial. Some argue that our relationship with nature is 
merely a remnant of our rural past, but in reality, visiting the countryside 
has not become any less popular even though that past is now more 
distant than ever (Adamiak et al. 2015: 23). On the contrary, spending 
time at a summer cottage is directly linked to the density of one’s living 
environment (Adamiak et al. 2015: 31).
 

The way people describe Kivinokka as a green oasis is very similar 
to the way workers experienced the area a hundred years ago. Still, 
society has changed drastically since then, which has inevitably altered 
Kivinokka’s recreational use as well. Kivinokka became a working class 
summer retreat in an extremely divided city, where people of differ-
ent classes could not even inhabit the same public space at the same 
time. Now the society is considerably less polarised. The last century 
was defined by the rise of the middle class (Jokinen & Saaristo 2002: 
317). Pastime has also changed radically: now working hours are de-
termined by law, and the amount of free time has multiplied (Anttila & 
Laitinen 2012: 14-15). This increase in the standards of living has not, 
however, made Helsinki more homogenous. If anything, the society 
has become more diverse, because now we are living in a much 
more individualistic society, where people choose their own communi-
ties, shape their identities and select which traditions to live by (Jokinen 
& Saaristo 2002: 317). Social segregation is not over, either, but has 
been increasing during the last years. The amount of unemployed and 
uneducated people is particularly high in eastern Helsinki and growing 
at a faster rate than elsewhere in Helsinki (Salorinne, Ahlgren-Leinvuo 
& Hietaniemi 2016: 74). Population will continue to diversify. The last 
years have brought a wave of refugees to Finland, and the amount of 
immigrants is not likely to decrease in the future.
 
What is the role of green areas in such a society, turning from a relative-
ly homogeneous population to a mosaic of different lifestyles and cul-
tures? The history of Kivinokka offers a perspective on this. Kivinokka 
and other folkparks were essentially tools of segregation, dividing dif-
ferent social classes to their own areas. Kivinokka’s meaning as place 
to build camaraderie and a sense of community was important to the 
workers of the time, but do we want to encourage separation in today’s 
society? Is it even possible now that people don’t identify in the same 
way with social classes? While a century ago, folkparks were places 
of segregation, now green areas should improve integration. They 
should offer people of different backgrounds a place to cross paths, to 
meet. Kivinokka suits this need perfectly, because it is already located 

at the intersection of very different, even opposing populations, divided 
by wealth, age, even language (see page 36).
 
How to, then, create opportunities for a meeting? First of all, city-dwell-
ers should be able to fulfill their needs for recreation within the 
city. Life in the city should be lived publicly, not exclusively in private 
places. Meeting other people is no longer an automatic part of life be-
cause urban life takes place in private spaces (Gehl 2007: 8). If people 
seek recreation in private spaces, like their own summer cottages, they 
will not be in contact with strangers. Kivinokka has potential to be devel-
oped as an alternative to the countryside. Allotment gardens and sum-
mer huts are already an alternative to a country cottage. They are also 
increasingly popular, perhaps because now people, especially young 
generations, prefer easiness to the commitment of owning a summer 
cottage. In the future, purchasing a summer cottage will become more 
expensive in Helsinki as more and more people move to the region. 
(Nuoret aikuiset mökkeilijöinä 2030: 40) Still, interest in cottage living is 
not waning (Adamiak et al. 2015: 23). When less than a half of the res-
idents of Helsinki own a car (Tikkanen & Selander 2014: 25), providing 
options for country living in the urban setting may be needed. 

The goal of turning public spaces into stages of urban life and culture 
is a contemporary trend. It is also how the city of Helsinki envisions the 
future of its parks (Jaakkola et al. 2013: 11). A change is already in 
motion: during the last years, urban culture in Helsinki has developed 
tremendously as citizen-led events and activities increased. This new 
culture is characterised by grassroots activism and bottom-up think-
ing. (Mustonen 2014) Activities have concentrated especially in central 
Helsinki and the temporary urban wastelands in Kalasatama. But what 
will happen when those spaces are constructed? Konttiaukio, where 
the city provided shipping containers for free to organise events, had 
to already give way to residential residential development (Sarhimaa 
2015). Parks should be developed as new stages for citizen-driv-
en activities because they are already public and our common proper-
ty. Kivinokka is especially suitable to host these activities, because it is 
located close to these disappearing urban wastelands.

Kivinokka Commons – a 21st century folkpark
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C O M M U N A L  U S E P U B L I C  U S E :  Q U I E TP U B L I C  U S E :  A C T I V E

N a t i v e s
Summer hut, allotment cottage or boat owners 
form the communities in Kivinokka. They create 
the core of communal use but profit from the de-
velopment of public use as well. 

The possibility to become a native is made easier 
to locals and visitors.

L o c a l s
Habitants of nearby areas rely on the 
recreational opportunities Kivinokka of-
fers. For them, improving the accessi-
bility of restorative natural environment 
is especially important. 

V i s i t o r s
City-dwellers that visit Kivinokka occasionally are 
drawn there by its unique qualities such as its cul-
tural heritage, natural environment and cultural 
events. They profit particularly from the develop-
ment of active public use.

C O M M U N I T Y  M A T R I X
The summer huts, the allotment garden and the 
marina form the basis for Kivinokka’s communal 
use and communities. They are managed by as-
sociations.

S H A R E D  U S E
Communal use is opened to all interested citi-
zens by providing resources for shared use, such 
as shared summer huts and community gardens.

C O M M O N S
Communities are given more opportunities to 
make places by designating community-man-
aged areas such as ‘community greens’. Allot-
ments are existing commons.

N A T U R A L  E N V I R O N M E N T
The City continues to manage the natural en-
vironment that is the foundation for Kivinokka’s 
recreational use as a green oasis.

S T R U C T U R E S
New structures enable experiencing nature.

B U I L T  O P E N  S P A C E
The City continues to provide infrastructure and 
other built elements that enable public use. 

F R E E  U S E  S P A C E S
The City enables other actors to create content 
by designating places where events and activi-
ties  can be organised without separate permits. 
It also provides basic infrastructure, such as elec-
tricity.

first priority
b r e a k i n g  d o w n 
b a r r i e r s

second priority
c r e a t i n g 
s e r v i c e s

existing
s e c u r i n g  b a s i c s
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S E R V I C E S
The City identifies locations for possible new ser-
vices. Services can be provided by commercial 
actors or non-profit actors such as Kivinokka’s 
communities.



61Kivinokka – a cultural landscape in transition Inka Lappalainen

4 . 3  S O C I A L  C O N C E P T

The main objective of this plan is to maximise Kivinokka’s poten-
tial as a green area for all city-dwellers. For this reason, it is im-
perative to develop its nature as a public green space. Kivinokka 
should be an inviting site for a visit, even if the visitor is not 
commited to the place. Still, it is equally important to cherish its 
character as a communal space. The communities in Kivinokka, 
consisting of summer hut owners and other ‘natives’, create and 
maintain Kivinokka’s cultural and social values and the physi-
cal environment. They are, in essence, in charge of Kivinokka’s 
identity. Therefore, their activity should be ensured by cherish-
ing the vitality of the communities.

PUBLIC USE

COMMUNAL USE

communities enhance 
public use

anybody can become 
a part of the communities

Developing public use Developing communal use
The means for developing public use in Kivinokka include improving 
and increasing its services and developing it as a stage for urban, citi-
zen-led culture. Kivinokka should be developed as a place for both na-
ture and culture. This means improving the possibilities to experience 
nature and facilitating its use as a stage for art and culture.

Now the most popular activities in Kivinokka are free, including jogging, 
walking and swimming (Kysely Kivinokasta helsinkiläisille 2017). They 
are all made possible by the city. Public use can be further developed 
by improving the environment, such as the beaches. Public functions 
can also be supplemented by commercial services. The café is al-
ready an attraction, with half of visitors reporting they come to Kivinok-
ka to visit the café. They also wish for a new public sauna, a restaurant 
and rentable huts (Kysely Kivinokasta helsinkiläisille 2017). 

To enhance Kivinokka’s function as a stage for urban, citizen-led 
culture, making and presenting art should be easy. The city can pro-
mote this by providing both space and facilities. The first step is to 
make a consious decision to allow grassroots activities without much 
bureaucracy. The city can designate certain places where events can 
be organised. They can also provide infrastructure, like in ‘Konttiaukio’ 
in Kalasatama.

As a public space, Kivinokka should also be a meeting place for dif-
ferent people. A ‘meeting place’ doesn’t have to be a literal place for 
meeting, but even a place for social observation where urban life is 
in view. This is achieved by giving people the ability to influence the 
environment. For example, urban gardens tell about their gardeners 
background, ideals and values. The same applies to summer huts: if 
they have variation, they reflect the personality of their owner. 

Breaking down barriers. Cherishing both the community spirit and 
openness can be contradicting aims. A community is always a restrict-
ed group of people, and by definition, not everyone can be a member. 
Still, anybody should be able to join a community, to become a native 
and to make their mark in Kivinokka, if they want to. Now becoming 
a native requires buying a summer hut, an allotment garden plot or a 
boat and a native needs resources such as money and free time. In 
Kivinokka Commons, the possibility to become a part of the ‘Kivinokka 
community’ by becoming a part-time native or trying out being a native 
is created through a system of sharing huts and allotment plots.

Vital communities. A sense of community is created by several differ-
ent factors. A community is always a restricted group of people an to 
join, one must make a personal investment. In a functioning communi-
ty, members can influence the community and the community can also 
influence its members. The community needs to offer something to its 
members. (McMillan & Chavis 1986) 

In Kivinokka Commons, the people part of the Kivinokka community 
get a right to stay at huts or cultivation an allotment plot or community 
garden. Their personal investment goes into improving Kivinokka which 
in turn creates a better experience of using it. The members of the 
Kivinokka community also share an emotional connection through their 
love of Kivinokka, the understanding of the roots it has in history and its 
tradition and the shared faith in its future. 

Kivinokka is developed from the point of view of different types of social use. Communal use is developed be cher-
ishing the vitality of communities and by making a member of those communities easier. Public use is developed by 
promoting both active use and Kivinokka’s more quiet nature.
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C I T Y

C O M M E R C I A L  A C T O R S

C O M M U N I T I E S

N O N - P R O F I T  A C T O R S

The City provides stability. It has the resources 
and know-how to maintain a green area. The 
City has two objectives: to secure public use by 
maintaining both the natural environment and 
built open spaces, and to enable other actors to 
provide content and make place.  

The communities mould Kivinokka’s identity. As-
sociations continue to lead communal activities 
by managing basic functions such as renting 
summer hut areas from the city and create con-
tent such as events. Joining the ‘Kivinokka com-
munity’ is made possible to all city-dwellers.

Non-profit actors create content. Actors such as 
institutions and citizens use Kivinokka as a stage 
for culture. Their activities are enabled by the City 
and supported by the communities.

Commercial actors can complement the 
supply of services in Kivinokka. 

Lessons from different urban commons or other types of citizen involvement

‘Volkspark Lichtenrade’ in Berlin is a 4,6 hectares large park, managed by a 
non-profit park association. It was originally occupied in 1979 by locals who protested 
the land owner’s housing development plan. The area has since been purchased by 
the federal state Berlin that leases the park with a yearly renewable contract to the 
association. The park is financed by donations, sponsorships and park association 
membership fees and maintained by volunteers. Volkspark is popular among local 
people and attracts visitors from other districts as well. Volkspark is the oldest commu-
nity-managed park in Germany but now its future is at risk: its socio-economic context 
has changed since the German reunification and the association is struggling to find 
new volunteers from the increasingly low-income and ethnic population. (Buijs et al. 
2015: 78-90)

Volkspark is community-managed because the state 
doesn’t have the money to maintain it. Eventhough 
the park has been maintained by an association for 
several decades, a system that is based solely on 
voluntariness is undependable. Since Kivinokka’s 
status and funding as a green area is now secure, 
the City provides stability. 

‘Konttiaukio’ was a temporary space in Kalasatama, pro-
vided by the city and coordinated by organisations Bermu-
da Helsinki and Oranssi ry. It comprised of seven shipping 
containers, a screen, chairs and a sound system, and people 
could organise events there without paying a fee or applying 
for a permit. Konttiaukio was a success, facilitating numerous 
grassroots events, and also received an award as a cultural 
act. Konttiaukio was established in 2010 and activities ended 
in 2014 once residential development in the area progressed. 
(Sarhimaa 2015)

There is a need for perma-
nent free to use event spaces 
in Helsinki

EKObox is an urban gardening initiative in Paris, commenced by aaa 
architectural collective. It began in 2001 as an urban garden on a large 
abandoned space in a low-income neighbourhood. The garden comprised 
of gardening plots and pallets that bordered the plots. The architects 
provided this basis and ideas of how residents could further develop the 
garden. The experiment proved successful, as many people joined to co-
produce activities and events in the garden. After some years, the garden 
was abolished but the experience empowered local residents to fund sev-
eral similar, self-managed gardens in the area. (Bradley 2015: 98)

A low-cost, easily maintained 
solution is easy for residents. The 
system is easier to adopt when 
architects provide a framework for 
development but leave the power 
to the residents 

‘Parklet’ is a practice that originated in San Fransisco in 2005. A 
parklet is a small park, founded on a parking space leased from the 
city. In 2013, there were approximately 40 parklets in San Fransisco. 
A parklet can be founded by citizen groups and private or public 
organisations on the condition that it is open to all. At first, parklets 
were popular exclusively among hipsters but now the practice has 
spread to less privileged communities as well. (Bradley 2015: 98-99) 
Many parklets function as terraces for cafés and restaurants but all 
visitors are welcome even if they are not patrons of the sponsoring 
business. The City of San Fransisco recommends employing a pro-
fessional to design the parklet. (San Fransisco Parklet Manual 2015: 
8) Now parklets are experimented in Helsinki as well. The experi-
ment is commercial: parking spaces are only rented to nearby busi-
nesses. The experiment began in 2016 when there was one parklet 
in Helsinki, designed by professionals. (Ylä-Mononen 2016)

The parklet is an example of 
a high-cost open space that 
may be more attractive to 
businesses than communities

‘Puistokummi’, or a park sponsor, is a volunteer who takes 
part in the maintenance of parks in Helsinki. The voluntary 
work is organised by a coordinator in the Public Works depart-
ment, and practical work is guided by designated instructors 
who work in the maintenance of green areas. After registra-
tion, the park sponsor receives insurance and directions. The 
work is done independently and it includes cleaning up litter, 
weeding, raking and treating plants such as bushes. Once a 
year, the City organises a celebration for the sponsors. (Num-
mi & Partanen: 13)

The park sponsor system is 
an existing way to increase 
citizen involvement in the 
management of Kivinokka
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Developing community-led management can be a way to diminish 
management costs to the public official. However, in this case, the 
objective is to strengthen Kivinokka’s social values. Ensuring that the 
communities in Kivinokka can influence their surroundings further com-
mits them to the place. At the same time, the aim is to attract visitors 
to join the ‘Kivinokka community’. The Kivinokka community is formed 
of ‘natives’ meaning users who are somehow committed to Kivinokka 
– usually by having a summer hut, a boat or an allotment cottage. The 
community, in fact, consists of several associations that each form their 
own communities. 

There are several ways of implementing citizen-involvement in a pub-
lic open space, ranging from community-managed parks to volunteer 
work. Kivinokka is already an example of such a place, because it has 
communally or privately maintained areas, such as allotments. 

In Kivinokka Commons, the City provides stability, whereas other ac-
tors and citizens offer ideas and energy to develop activities in Kivinok-
ka. Over time, the responsibilities of the City and the communities can 
be reassessed and more power can be granted to the communities.

The associations remain in charge of activities in the ‘community ma-
trix’ meaning the summer hut areas, allotment garden and marinas, 
while the city still maintains the environment. The associations’ possi-
bilities to influence the environment is developed by designating areas 
for public commons. They are spaces that the communities manage 
but that are still public, open spaces. The two allotments in Kivinokka 
are existing commons. In addition, new ‘community greens’ are found-
ed. They are mainly located on existing fields. The City determines the 
framwork for developing community greens but otherwise the commu-
nities are free to develop them. The aim is to create communal living 
rooms, flexible spaces that can be developed without applying for a 
permit from the City.

A step further in developing the role of the associations in Kivinokka 
would be to found a new umbrella association or other organisation. 
The existing associations would continue their separate activities and 
the new community would work in cooperation with them, taking a cen-
tral role in managing Kivinokka as a whole. 

The new community’s important role would be to manage shared huts 
and the admittance of new members. The shared huts and community 
gardens would, first and foremost, about providing a service to the citi-
zens of Helsinki but it could also be a way for the community to receive 
some money for their activities and the management of Kivinokka. The 
new members pay a yearly membership fee and take part in commu-
nal work. It can mean maintaining the community greens and the huts, 
or helping out other community members or even organising activities 
for the children of the community. In addition to maintaining communal 
spaces, people can also take part in the managing of public spaces by 
becoming park sponsort (puistokummi).

In addition to establishing community-managed spaces, the City should 
enable citizen-driven activities by designating places for free event 
spaces. The former ‘Konttiaukio’ in Kalasatama can be used as an 
example. The free use spaces do not require permits for organising 
events, but the management may be organised by an association like in 
Konttiaukio. The City provides basic infrastructure, such as electricity. 

The amount of commercial services can also be increased. The pre-
condition for this is that commercial activity increases the amount of 
services but doesn’t decrease the amount of free activities and space.  

Governance

ex is t ing  sys tem new members

COMMUNITY

contribution

reward reward

free use of shared huts and allotmentsright to rent the plot for a privately 
owned summer hut and an allotment plot

buying a summer hut, 
taking part in activities voluntarily

associations rent the plots summer 
huts are located to summer hut own-
ers,  organise events and supervise 
that summer huts are in line with the 

city’s guidelines

paying a membership fee, 
earning rights by taking part in activities

contribution

A community is always a restricted group of people, 
but the right to join shouldn’t be restricted by factors 
like money. Anybody can become a native by joining 
the community. By joining, they get the right to use 
shared huts and allotments. New, shared huts will be 
constructed, but owners can also rent their own private 
huts through the association. The object is not to make 
money but to offer a service. People join the community 
(the association) and earn nights by taking part in volun-
tary work at events and community greens. There is also 
a yearly membership fee. The work could also include 
maintaining the shared huts and providing services for 

other members such as teaching children, helping with 
repairs. It is not possible to pay for a night, because they 
should be a part of the community. The shared huts are 
spread within the summer hut areas so that these new 
natives truly become a part of the community and not 
outsiders. They will also make the summer hut areas 
more open and public, as there are more different peo-
ple moving about. The system is used for organising 
community gardening as well. There is a deficit of urban 
gardens in Helsinki but a lot of gardening area in Kivi-
nokka, even abandoned. 

Anybody can become a native
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The main objective of the land use is to determine where different social 
spaces should be located from communal to public spaces and domi-
nantly natural environments that are better suited for solitary recreation.

The main communal areas, the community matrix, consist of the sum-
mer huts, allotment garden plots and the marina. Each community, 
formed by the associations, also have spaces reserved for commu-
nal activities. JHL ry and Kivinokkalaiset ry have existing allotments 
in Kivinokka that are rented to their members. A former meadow east 
of the allotment garden can be taken again in cultivation as allotments 
or as a community garden, land cultivated collectively as opposed to 
allotments where plots are alloted to individual people. New ‘community 
greens’ are founded on existing fields. Each association has at least 
one community green or other centre for communal activities and build-
ings, such as saunas. Most of these new community greens are already 
used as spaces for events.

Public services and activities are concentrated on the southwestern 
shore which is more cultural by nature. The centres for activities are the 
manor house, the beach and the western peak that have been centres 
for activities also historically. 

The northern part of Kivinokka is devoted to tranquility and nature. 
It is less influenced by human touch and has strong ecological values. 
There one can almost forget being in the city, because traffic noise 
does not reach there. 

These two atmospheres are also present in views: from the west and 
the south views are dominated by the city, and looking from the north-
ern signs, now signs of human presence are visible. The western cape 
that Kivinokka was named after is the pinnacle where culture and na-
ture meet: there are unobstructed views to both the city and the nature 
reserve of Vanhankaupunginlahti. 

4 . 4  L A N D  U S E

COMMUNITY
community greens or other 
centres for communal activities
allotments and community 
garden
community matrix: summer 
huts, allotment garden, marina

shared maintenance point

PUBLIC
services or 
built open spaces

park

new connection by land 
and by sea

Kivinokkalaiset ry

Ponnistus ry

peak

beach

manor

JHL ry

Herttoniemen 
siirtolapuutarha ryKartanon 

Venekerho ry

NATURE

dominantly natural landscape

new or improved paths

structures for experiencing 
nature: paths, platforms etc.

viewpoints

The main issue of the land use plan is the placing of communal space and both active and quiet public space. Active 
public space is concentrated in three areas which have special cultural meaning as well. 
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Community areas
Summer hut area or allotment garden 

Allotment garden plots, privately owned

Existing allotment

New community garden
now an overgrown meadow

New community green

Marina, managed by Sports Department

Marina, rented by Kartanon venekerho ry
partially relocated and renovated

New buildings
Summer hut areas: new shared huts

Ponnistus ry: 23 huts/hectare
Kivinokkalaiset ry: 24 huts/ha
JHL ry: 43 huts/ha

Allotment garden: 5 new plots

Manor: rentable cottages and supporting 
buildings

Vegetation types and maintenance
Sea / bed of reeds

Forest, not maintained: an existing or 
new nature reserve

Forest

Meadow

Park or other maintained green area

Renovated manor park
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Nature
Existing nature reserve

Planned nature reserve

Existing structure for experiencing nature
nature trail, bird watching platform

New structure for experiencing nature
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Connections
Existing pathway
New or renovated pathway, width 2-4 m
New or renovated path, width 1 m

New pier

Docking shore

Built open spaces and other services
Existing built open space

New built open space

Existing chargeable service

New chargeable service

Beach

Other
New shared maintenance point 
for summer hut areas

Existing residential building

Existing public outhouse
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study of the proposed pedestrian bridge
clearance below: 7 m high, 20 m wide, same as Isoisänsilta in Mustikkamaa
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One crucial aim of the plan is to develop the surroundings of the manor 
to take a more central role in Kivinokka. Even though Kivinokka is es-
pecially valuable because of its working class roots, the manor plays an 
important role too. First of all, it is a reminder that folkparks were a way 
of providing the working class opportunities for recreation that the up-
per classes already enjoyed in their villas and manors. They are a part 
of the same continuum of recreation in the city. Secondly, Kivinokka 
would never have become a working class summer resort if it wasn’t for 
the Brändö estate. Thirdly, the manor as the city employee’s summer 
colony is also a part of the history of Helsinki and its manors. Manors 
have been an important part of Helsinki’s public recreational services, 
in addition to being private summer residences (Hautamäki 2015: 108), 
truly an integral part of Helsinki’s green network. 

The manor could be developed as a centre for Kivinokka’s commercial 
services. The city plan 2050 proposes developing Kivinokka as a place 
for tourism and relocating a part of the Rastila camping area to Kivinok-
ka (Helsingin yleiskaava. Selostus 2015:40). The plan is feasible if the 
number of cabins relocated to Kivinokka is not high. Rentable cabins 
would diversify Kivinokka from privately owned huts to shared huts and 
rentable huts. The manor and its adjoining buildings could host a res-
taurant, a visitor centre and rentable places for events. They could be 
open year round, giving life to Kivinokka even during winter. The manor 
already has rentable accommodation, the’Marttatalo’ villa, ‘Rengintupa’ 
near the allotment garden, which could be supplemented by the other 
existing villa and new cabins. The new cabins could be located on the 
hill with Marttatalo and behind the manor house where there used to 
be buildings.

The manor is also located in a central place in Kivinokka. It could be 
developed as an even more important entrance. To better separate car 
traffic and pedestrians, pedestrian traffic should be directed through the 
manor park. This way it is also possible to create an encircling route on 
the shores of Kivinokka, and people could better experience all milieus 
of Kivinokka. 

The manor park in front of the manor house can be improved by clar-
ifying the shape of the allotment and including it better in the manor 
park by cutting down the tall hedge separating the allotments and the 
manor park and even creating public paths that connect the allotments 
to the park. The manor can be reconnected to the seashore by partially 
relocating the marina and replacing it with a public wharf. The space 
between the marina and the manor park that is now used for parking 
and storing the boats during winter can be transformed into a lawn. The 
new seashore park could be one of the free use event spaces where no 
permit is needed to organise temporary activities.

Manor
Community green are places the communities can develop based 
on the framework given by the city. The community green should be 
recreational by nature and open for all to use. They are maintained 
and developed by the communities, whereas the City provides basic 
infrastructure such as electricity and water. The City is also in charge 
of cutting the lawn and if a community decides not the develop their 
community green, the area will remain the open fields they are now. A 
construction of a new building is also allowed if it supports the commu-
nal use of the green, such as a kitchen or a club house.

Community greens
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Beach Peak
While the beach is a place for events and gathering, the peak is more 
for hanging out. The peak has a lot of meaning: it is where the working 
class first started to dock in Kivinokka and also the place that Kivinokka 
was named after. The peak is a truly special place with a unique at-
mosphere with exposed rocks facing the sunset, and views to both the 
city and the Vanhankaupunginlahti nature reserve. It is a more intimate 
place than the manor or the beach but still important. A new connection 
is created as well: a new public pier. 

The beach that is now unofficial could be made an official beach. It 
is a possible location for a new sauna. The sauna would serve both 
summer hut owners and other visitors. The new sauna could be com-
mercial and entrance could be subject to a small fee, or it could be like 
Sompasauna that is maintained by activists and has a free entrance. It 
could also be a combination of Sompasauna and the new, commercial 
saunas in Helsinki, such as Kulttuurisauna: a permanent building but a 
community-driven project. 

The central beach is developed as a centre for social interaction and 
culture. It is already a space for events. In many ways, it is the heart of 
Kivinokka. This will be emphasised by rebuilding a pier for a new ferry 
connection from central Helsinki. The beach is an important centre for 
events, and its facilities should be improved by increasing the amount 
of toilets, for example. There is also space to develop more active func-
tions next to the beach, such as equipment for sports and play. The 
space could also function as a community green or it could be a site for 
a new sauna. 

The existing field will be a part of the ensemble. It will be dedicated as 
a community green that the community can either decide to keep as 
a field or develop it. The existing sand covered field to the north can 
be developed as a place for performances: a platform and possibly an 
outdoor auditorium could be a new location for the summer theatre, 
dances or anything somebody wants to create. 

Access to nature is improved by structures. An existing bird watch-
ing platform and a nature trail are located in the northwestern forest, 
the future nature reserve. The management plan of the planned re-
serve (Lammi 2016) proposes improving existing trails, marked in the 
land use plan (previous page). The plan includes new signs and im-
provements on the trails such as ducboards and wooden stairs when 
needed. New structures help viewing natural sights, such as railing 
for safety at the giant’s kettles and a small platform at the swamp. 
As an addition, this plan proposes building a small observation tower 
on the tallest hill in Kivinokka, north of the allotment garden. It would 
open views to the Vanhankaupunginlahti bay, the allotment garden 
and the city centre.

New structures are introduced in other predominantly natural areas 
as well. Building two new paths connects existing pathways, creating 
a new continuous route on the shore. The paths are located next to 
the wetland between the main parking lot and the central beach, and 
in the ecologically valuable alder grove in the north. The northern path 
could also branch off to the bedreeds, where one could experience 
the Vanhankaupunginlahti reeds and birds from eye level. 

Nature

New structures, such as paths 
and platforms make nature 
more accessible
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Walkers, drivers and cyclists are directed to different routes. Driving is 
an important way to reach Kivinokka, especially for summer hut owners, 
but its disturbance to recreational use needs to be minimised. Driving 
is concentrated on the route to the main parking lot, while walkers are 
directed to enter Kivinokka through the manor park. New or improved 
paths connect existing pathways, creating a new, encircling route along 
the shoreline. The new walking route connects the different milieus of 
Kivinokka, alternating between dominantly natural and cultural environ-
ments. Improving public pathways at allotments and directing walkers 
to the allotment garden would also make them more public and allow 
visitors to enjoy the environment maintained by the ‘natives’.
 
A new bridge from Kulosaari allows walkers to reach Kivinokka directly 
from the metro station through a park, rather than walking along the 
Itäväylä motorway like now. Vanhankaupunginlahti is already cut off 
from the sea by several bridges that determine the maximum height of 
the new bridge. Isoisänsilta, a new bridge connecting Mustikkamaa and 
Kalasatama, has a clearance of 7 metres below, and the new bridge in 
Kivinokka would not have to be taller than that.
 
As a vast green area, cycling is good way to arrive to Kivinokka, but 
all in all, Kivinokka is for slowing down and not speeding up. Cycling is 
concentrated on the main pathways, leaving the shoreline to walkers. 
Cycling will be forbidden in the new nature reserve to protect it from 
wear (Lammi 2016). Main attractions, such as the beach and nature 
trail, will have places for bikes. There will also be two bike stations for 
shared-use city bikes. Now Helsinki has bike-stations only in the city 
centre, but they would be an asset in Kivinokka as well. A bike station 
at the Kulosaari metro station and at the entrance of Kivinokka and the 
main parking lot serves people arriving by public transport.
 

Traf fic and accessibility

500 m

The main parking lot is renovated to fit more cars. It will serve the ma-
rina, the marina and the summer huts. Maintenance to the northern 
marina comes through the parking lot, and driving through the manor 
park is no longer allowed. A new parking lot at the entrance of Kivinok-
ka can be used to relocate parking spaces from the allotment garden’s 
entrance square or to increase parking. Both parking lots can also be 
used for the winter-storage of the boats in the two marinas.
 
The plan also includes better connections via the sea. The marinas 
are preserved, but partially relocating the northern marina would create 
more space for boats and reserving a part of the shoreline for the man-
or garden. It can be used as a public wharf, where visitors can dock. 
Public docking is increased also by building a new dock at the peak, 
where there is also a designated docking shore for visitors arriving by 
canoe, for example. A new pier for a ferry at the central beach connects 
Kivinokka to central Helsinki. Existing private piers by Kivinokkalaiset 
ry, Ponnistus ry and the café will also continue to serve visitors and 
summer hut owners.
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5 . 1  K I V I N O K K A  –  PA S T,  P R E S E N T,  F U T U R E

The starting point of this master’s thesis was to study Kivinokka as a 
landscape of cultural significance: a meaningful place to which people 
are attached. Kivinokka’s meaningfulness comes from the ways people 
use it now and the meanings it has had during its history. These mean-
ings are still visible both as physical traces in the landscape and as 
living traditions. All landscapes have cultural meanings but Kivinokka 
is also an institutionally valued landscape that is deemed to express 
something especial about the history of Helsinki.

The aim of the thesis was to analyse Kivinokka’s meanings and to pres-
ent how it should be developed based on those meanings. Analyses re-
vealed that in an urban context, Kivinokka has mainly been a landscape 
of recreation and leisure. It also has a longer history as a landscape of 
production and cultivation which has now become a part of its recrea-
tional use. To this day, Kivinokka’s meaning remains strikingly similar: 
it still a place people come to geta break from their everyday lives and 
the city. 

Even though Kivinokka’s meaning as a landscape of leisure has pre-
vailed during the last two centuries, Kivinokka has changed drastically 
in relation to its other meaning. In addition to free time, Kivinokka tells a 
story about power. The Brändö manor in Kivinokka was a manifestation 
of its owners’ power. Industrialisation brought about a change in both 
the city and Kivinokka as the numbers of the working class grew rapid-
ly. At first, providing recreation for workers was a popular hobby among 
the gentry, but Kivinokka became a working class settlement through 
their own empowerment. Workers were not welcome in public urban 
space so they rented land for their own use from the outskirts of the city, 
including Kivinokka. It is easy to forget how extreme Kivinokka’s cultur-
al context was at that time. The working class association of Sörnäinen 
began renting in Kivinokka only a year before the Civil War broke out 
between the workers’ Reds and conservative Whites. Kivinokka had a 
strong significance for its users as a landscape of equity and place of 
community. This meaning has disappeared as living standards have 
risen and society has become more equal. Nevertheless, discussion 

about Kivinokka still revolves around power: who has the right to Kivi-
nokka and by implication, to public urban space. Some see the present 
state of Kivinokka where parts of it, mainly the summer huts and the al-
lotment cottages, are in private possession, as exclusionary and elitist 
while others defend its status as a green open space, worried that the 
amount of public space is diminishing in the densifying city.

The right to urban space has been a topical question in both Finland 
and the world. In Helsinki, it has manifested in grassroots urban culture 
and events such as ‘Siivouspäivä’ or ‘Cleaning Day’. Urban space is 
adopted as a part of urban life as citizens make it their own. It might 
not seem radical but it may be an indication of a drastic social change. 
This ‘commoning’ of urban space is a part of a larger trend of open-
source commons production, an alternative to both capitalism as the 
privatisation of space and socialism as publicly governed space (Brad-
ley 2015: 104). Kivinokka has represented all three solutions: as the 
Brändö manor it was a private space, a part of it was managed by a 
community  in the beginning of the 20th century and since the founding 
of the folkpark in the 1930’s it has also been a service provided by local 
government. Now Kivinokka’s role in the society may have to change 
again. Public services face cuts and parks have less funding as well 
(Tolvanen 2016: 19). This can lead to the disappearance of services 
or to their privatisation. Kivinokka, too, will eventually get beyond the 
reach of an increasing amount of people as summer huts and allotment 
cottages become more expensive if it is not developed into another 
direction.  Fortunately, both the local government and the users of Kivi-
nokka have noted this and they have begun developing Kivinokka as a 
public, open space during the last years. 

Kivinokka should be developed as a ‘commons’, a community-driven 
area, not only because of its context in the society but also because 
it is necessary to promote its cultural, social and recreational values. 
The vitality of the summer colonies in Kivinokka need to be ensured to 
preserve its cultural value as a place of living tradition. They are also 
an inseparable part of Kivinokka’s identity. After analysing Kivinokka’s 
current state and history, it became apparent that its true cultural value 
does not lie in its physical environment but rather on the functions and 
traditions that environment hosts.

Because Kivinokka is more about use and social attributes rather than 
its physical environment, its governance and maintenance are more 
crucial for its future than mere planning. Planning is important because 
it sets the basis for functions and use. Still, the main responsibility falls 
to the officials managing the area – and citizens as well. Officials should 
be open to the communities’ ideas. They should give citizens freedom 
to realise their ideas in Kivinokka. As I finish my work with Kivinokka, 
I wish the officials in charge of managing Kivinokka an open mind and 
courage to try new things, and the citizens active in Kivinokka will to 
continue working for the benefit of their common green space. 



75Kivinokka – a cultural landscape in transition Inka Lappalainen

This thesis had the objective of studying the cultural meanings and rel-
evance of Kivinokka. The focus was on the history of the place and how 
human activity has affected the landscape. To discover Kivinokka’s 
meanings, it was necessary to study its cultural context throughout time 
as well. The analyses resulted in the conclusion of what cultural char-
acteristics in Kivinokka should be preserved and how the landscape 
should respond to change. 

The process of making this thesis brought about thoughts on both cul-
tural landscapes in policy and the cultural heritage and meanings pres-
ent in landscapes.

Analyses showed that Kivinokka’s value as a cultural landscape does 
not rely on its physical environment but rather on the usage that the en-
vironment supports. The forest, the sea and the shoreline, trees, birds, 
etc are all a part of why people find Kivinokka attractive. They are all 
attributes that support Kivinokka’s recreational use. The manor and the 
allotment garden are beautiful, highly designed environments. There-
fore they have architectural value in addition to being historic environ-
ments. The summer huts form a unique environment as well, spread 
across the cape. Still, they are just attributes that support the actual 
cultural value of the tradition of the summer settlement.

Kivinokka’s value and meaning is recreated every year by the people 
that use it. Kivinokka truly is a living remnant, a tradition that has sur-
vived through decades and is now relevant again. The allotment garden 
and the summer hut areas, along with the marinas, are all a part of the 
tradition of recreational use and a process that is still on-going. The 
manor house has is also a part of that tradition, but its use has changed 
so much during the last century, that it is not a living remnant in the 
same way. 

Views on cultural landscapes have changed, and now the historic val-
ues of landscape are no longer assumed to automatically diminish be-
cause of change (Herring 2013: 176). On the contrary, change can be 

a necessary tool in preserving its values. Kivinokka proves that if a cul-
tural landscape doesn’t respond to change it may lose its meaning. This 
has happened in Kivinokka: as a folkpark, it was meant to provide a ser-
vice to the working class. Now the allotment cottages and the summer 
huts that were originally used by workers are often purchased by highly 
educated people with high incomes. Therefore, Kivinokka has lost its 
meaning as an tool for equity and is becoming an exclusive landscape. 

Cultural heritage is an ongoing process and it gains more meaning all 
the time. To cherish Kivinokka’s cultural heritage, we need to ensure 
the vitality of its traditions. Gaining a new chapter to the story of free 
time in Kivinokka will only strengthen its value. When cultural land-
scapes are allowed to change, they remain relevant. The past can be 
used to inspire and guide change, staying relevant in the lives of people 
while preserving its accumulated meanings. 

Studying Kivinokka also demonstrated how the divide to cultural and 
natural landscapes is irrelevant. In Kivinokka, nature was and still is an 
important part of the recreational experience it offers and it has a strong 
cultural meaning. In an urban context, nature undoubtedly always has 
a cultural meaning. At least in Kivinokka, this is taken into account: rec-
reational use and value is an important theme in the development plan 
for the new nature reserve (Lammi 2016).

The thesis also awoke questions about the difference between cultural 
landscapes and cultural environments. In Finnish policies, cultural land-
scapes mean rural landscapes whereas urban landscapes are always 
named built cultural environment. The city of Helsinki uses the term 
‘landscape culture’ to mean parks and other green areas (Salastie et al. 
2014: 14). Based on Kivinokka, it seems that built cultural environment 
may not suit all urban landscapes equally well. The term references 
to built environment, whereas in Kivinokka, the natural environment 
seems to dominate over the built environment. Kivinokka is more like a 
natural landscape in the sense that it is a dynamic landscape, formed 
mostly without a plan or a planner. The Herttoniemi allotment garden, 

5 . 2  R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  C U LT U R A L  L A N D S C A P E S

as a landscape designed by an influential garden designer is more val-
ued as a cultural environment. It is true that it has the additional value 
of being of high architectural quality but as a remnant of a working class 
summer colony, it is just as valuable as the summer hut areas. 

This thesis shows how society is reflected in green spaces. They are 
dynamic, open spaces in public ownership, and they have an ability to 
buffer social changes. Cultural landscapes need to answer to inevitable 
changes to survive: in Kivinokka changes in urban culture, the ways 
we spend free time and the increasing amount of potential users. Still 
some questions remain unanswered in the scope of this thesis. How 
do individual people appreciate the cultural qualities of a landscape? 
The different opinions people have of Kivinokka show how differently 
we perceive the landscape. Some do not even think of Kivinokka as a 
recreational green area, because it has buildings. What is the role of 
multiculturalism in a cultural landscape that was formed at a time when 
society was much less heterogeneous? How do people from different 
cultures experience Kivinokka when its value as a recreational area is 
so strongly rooted in the way Finnish culture sees the natural environ-
ment?
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For this master’s thesis, my personal goal was to clarify my own ideolo-
gy as a landscape architect. In the future, I hope to make a contribution 
in creating and maintaining meaningful landscapes that people are at-
tached to and that enrich their everyday lives. 

Studying Kivinokka and its cultural meanings has been a challenging 
but rewarding process because it has demanded a change in my mind-
set. I am accustomed to mapping the physical but in Kivinokka, the 
meanings and social aspects of the site proved to be more important. 
After years of studying, I was surprised to realise I see landscape as 
more of a social than physical construct. 

In the end, I didn’t draw up a clear physical design like I originally 
planned but the main importance is on the analyses of the site and its 
context. Maybe it is fortunate, because the way I approached Kivinokka 
from the top-down as a designer is not the way it should be planned 
in reality. Kivinokka should be planned in cooperation with the people 
who use it and it should be planned as a dynamic landscape that can 
change according to the interests of its users. That was not, however, 
the scope of my thesis. I still hope that the analyses I have made help 
with the actual planning of the area.
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