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 Is the bog a “stray” in today’s world? And are there insights to be learned from a stray 
ethics, which lie between or outside of controlled binaries? Through a transdisciplinary and 
Concept-Driven Interaction Design approach this arts thesis delves into the dark side of the 
bog, grounded in the western world’s theoretical and cultural history. The bog represents a con-
crete metaphor for the darker aspects of contemporary life and fears. The research investigates 
forms of potential bog straying, oppressive stray systems, and stray boundaries. In addition to 
the theoretical work, practical hands-on experimental fieldwork and a practical wearable art 
component were carried out. This work culminated in a wearable system designed to protect 
both the boundaries and porosity of the body during bog encounters. 

 The use of fear and panic of invasion into the domestic space led by hygiene and sanita-
tion produces the need for further distancing boundaries from strays to ensure immunity for an-
imals, people and territories but what would happen if we chose to stop demarcating ourselves 
from our environment and our bodies? Learn to become dirty, to stop controlling and organizing 
the planet to “death”. This thesis is a broad look at some of the areas that are responsible for 
western societies’ disdain for bogs and swamps, and their subsequent destruction; from folklore 
to capitalism. Wetlands are not considered “wild” but rather “wasted” and are replaced by ami-
able domesticated farmland and forests, allowing all to forget the existence of the bogs in the 
first place. For bogs, the method of destruction and permanent erasure has been trenching and 
draining. This process has had the grave effect of destroying peatlands, subsequently disman-
tling the planet’s largest fresh water manufacturers and carbon sinks.

Keywords: stray, bog, swamp, muskeg, suo, alienation, uniforms, tools,
   wearable, textile, costume, art, 
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Is the bog a 
“stray” in 
today’s world?
And are there 
insights to be 
learned from 
a stray ethics, 
which lie 
between or 
outside of 
controlled 
binaries?
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INTRODUC TION

The bog, a space that creeps our subconscious and terrorizes our bodies. The fear of bogs is 
interwoven in culture, transmitted through intergenerational memory and folklore to build inter-
generational communal anxiety around wetlands. This is a journey to the dark side of the bog, 
grounded in the western world’s theoretical and cultural history. The bog represents a concrete 
metaphor for the darker aspects of contemporary life and fears. The common perception is that 

...swamps are damp, marshy, overgrown, rank, dismal, and gloomy places. They are uninviting muck where 
you have to contend with insects while trying to keep from falling into the treacherous mud. Wetlands are 
wastelands. So, in the name of progress, people have been prompted to do something about them: put a 
road through them, or a railway; ditch them; drain them; if there was peat, dig it--put these lands to some 
higher and drier use. 

(Rolston, 2000, p.585)  

Barbara Creed states of strays that “When a creature seems not to belong to a clearly definable 
species, she becomes a stray, a being without kin” (2017, p. 137). The bog is not water nor solid 
soil, one can not clearly define the bog. The standard visual markers become blurred in wetlands, 
everything is somewhat familiar yet not at all. One can walk into a bog on many occasions but 
remain unfamiliar, rattled by a new tree that must always have been there. The bog is frightening 
and uncanny because it is unknown and it disturbs the boundaries of human understanding, 
with shifting instability the terrain changes. It strays because it does not belong in the human 
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mindset. In addition, it does not offer humans comfort or a familiar home. It is not necessary for 
the stray itself to be homeless, a stray can find home and comfort in a hidden away place, alley, 
eave, doorway or rooftop (as many bog bits do), the issue is that the stray is not seen to have the 
right to a home, nor even the right to life (Creed, 2017,p.301 & 94). 
 Creed explains “The stray is emotionally liminal in that it should be familiar/friendly but is 
not. Finally, and most importantly, the stray is uncanny in that she has the potential to haunt the 
human subject” (2017, p.135). The multitude of films, books, and tales of hauntings that take place 
within swamps and bogs is ample proof of the ability of mires to haunt humans, the swamp is 
akin to a haunted house in its uncanny nature. Lea Rojola notes “the obvious liminality of the 
wetlands has been regarded in Finnish literature as dangerous and decadent; only when civi-
lized, tamed, and cleared can the nation rise from it” (Sanders, 2017, p.647).  
 The bogland is a reminder of the uncivilized, undomesticated, untamed, and unruly hu-
man potential; a somatophobia inducing reminder that we come from bodies, we make coitus 
with bodies, and that we ourselves have bodies and as such will die in our bodies. With regard to 
man’s hatred of nature and oneself Margaret Atwood (2011) states “All that guck and blood and 
cells and death. Why do we have to eat? And, by implication, defecate. So messy” (p.234). 
It is probable that humans are genetically dispositioned to biophobia (Rolston, 2000, p.585), an 
aspect of a self defence system designed to keep one on high alert in undomesticated terrains. 
The bog reminds one of a past world without humans, an evolutionary past, and the fragility of 
humans on earth. Holmes Rolston writes of swamps, “…the experience, again, is of life alert and 
on its own, as it has been since before humans evolved on the planet” (2000, p.593). This under-
standing consciously or unconsciously evokes thanatophobia.  
 The bog disrupts humankind’s confabulations of being civilized, above nature and above 
all ‘death’. Even in death humans attempt to put boundaries between themselves and natural life 
cycles through embalming and airtight coffins or cremation, giving no nutrients back to the soils 
that fed and nurtured them. Of the animal kingdom, the human is the most selfish consumer of 
the earth’s resources, refusing even in death to give the nutrients they took from the soil back to 
the earth in the form of decaying matter; a body-gift. 
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I set out in this thesis to investigate the ways in which bogs are stray to landscapes and water-
scapes or treated as such. With this in mind, I wished to develop a thesis that would challenge 
myself and others to consider how the oppression of humans and wetlands have worked sys-
tematically through the concept of “stray” in much the same manner to degrade bodies and 
bogs. 
 It is the words of Françoise Vergès that stuck to me and I used to guide the open framing 
of my research process. 

Though we often use the term “intersectionality,” we often stay focused on one issue be-
cause it is in fact quite difficult to bring all the elements together…But it is worth the effort. 
And resistance is emerging in many places, in many ways. We must experiment.

 (Epoché, 2020) 

This challenge that Vergès presents is something that I as well have felt is missing from academ-
ic writing to a large extent. The narrowing of subject and framing can often result in research 
that is difficult to comprehend within the larger workings of the world. I chose to use the “Con-
cept-Driven Interaction Design Research” method (Erik Stolterman & Mikael Wiberg, 2010), and 
began with the theoretical concept “the bog is a stray”. Through further theoretical research I 
investigated forms of potential bog straying, oppressive stray systems, and stray boundaries. In 
addition to the theoretical work, I carried out practical hands-on experimental fieldwork at Slått-
mossen Nature Reserve for two and a half months. I had a weekly practice of documenting bog 
happenings; picking cigarette butts; observing 
the microscopic life within the bog at the biofil-
ia laboratory; a bog transfer textile experiment; 
and a stray bog rescue experiment. This work 
culminated in a wearable system designed to 
protect both the boundaries and porosity of 
the human body during bog encounters. This 
uniform delves into concepts of power, control, 
safety, care, porosity, and environmental justice. 
The uniform was sewn from a sphagnum moss 
camouflage textile I developed along with other 
experimental materials I designed for the proj-
ect concerning sealants and barriers. 

fig. 1

METHOD





Domestic- I consider that potentially all 
living native-nature has been domesticated 
to some degree by human activity but within 
this text I look at the levels of domestication. 
The degree to which native terrains have 
been domesticated to make way for urban 
settings, agricultural landscapes or resource 
extraction sites. It is important to me to open 
the mid space in the binary between do-
mestic and native-nature to understand the 
larger systems at work in socially construct-
ed concepts of wilderness. 

Native-Nature- I discuss native-nature in 
reference to species and terrains minimally 
impacted or interfered with by colonialism 
and capitalism. This native-nature is inclu-
sive of rodents, flies, wetlands, grasslands 
and all other species and terrains often 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

considered a nuisance and eradicated to en-
gineer a romanticised form of terrain called 
”wilderness”. Native-nature may also include 
peoples who live with nature in a non-cap-
italist sustainable fashion. In addition, I 
should state that I do not consider highly 
controlled nature reserves and parks to be 
native-nature although they may meet many 
of the parameters, they are overly managed 
and influenced by western powers. To put 
in other words I would have considered the 
area known as Yellowstone National Park 
“native-nature” prior to it becoming a nation-
al park and the subsequent forced removal 
of indigenous people in the process of creat-
ing a western idealized scenic beauty.

Wild- The term wild is used to describe a 
scenic beauty found in western ideologies 

This thesis has been written regarding western cultural perspectives 
on nature-native and wilderness, which have bled throughout the world 
through colonialism. I write from the perspective of a white, female origi-
nating from Treaty 6 Territory of Turtle Island, colonially territorialized as 
Canada, which remains a British ‘Commonwealth’ Country to this day. I 
am a descendant of European settlers who were likely trained to fear  na-
tive-nature before their arrival on Turtle Island; weaponized to protect the 
newly stolen land with a bible in one hand and a gun in the other. I believe 
it is vital to destroy the western concept of European “discovery” of Amer-
ica, this is a highly Euro-centric perspective. This fictional story of “discov-
ery” and befriending indigenous peoples justifies colonial management 
and resource extraction (environmental genocide) of Turtle Island to this 
day.

CYNTHIA BLANCHETTE
VICCA MA THESIS 2021

AALTO UNIVERSITY

10



Wetlands- For the purpose of this text 
I use the term wetlands to describe in-
land wetlands as a general term for bogs, 
swamps, and marshes (but also ponds, fens, 
floodplains, and mires) which have negativ-
ity built into their constructed perceptions 
within western culture; muddy areas of 
mixed water and soil. These areas are often 
described as soil saturated with water or 
land with poor drainage but for the purpose 
of this text I ask the reader to think outside 
of the binary water-soil to consider wetlands 
as a valuable entity. Not as dirty water or as 
soppy soil but as mud itself. Note that some 
of the scientific data on wetland environ-
ments does include lakes, rivers and coastal 
wetlands. 

Bog and Muskeg- These two terms I use 
interchangeably for peatland.

Man- Throughout my writing I at times 
choose to use the descriptor “man” rather 
than “human”, this is done with the intention 
of bringing historical and current patriarchal 
systems of power within western culture to 
the subject at hand.
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of wilderness, often confused as native-na-
ture but only in certain forms such as highly 
forested areas with bears and wolves. Wild 
is inclusive of that which is threatening to 
humans, but not that which is inconvenient, 
and a nuisance to western constructed 
perceptions of wild species and terrains. 
I consider wild terrains to be highly man-
aged through systems of boundary building, 
territorialization, corporate “stakeholders”, 
resource management, surveillance, popula-
tion control, plant and animal species man-
agement, legal systems, nature reserves, and 
conservation areas.
If a deer is along the road I do not consid-
er the deer to be domesticated or wild but 
rather a native-nature species (population 
controlled) which has been displaced by wil-
derness ideologies and urban expansions. 

Stray-  I use Creed’s definition “The stray is 
an outsider, the other, an exile—the one who 
lives apart from the mainstream” (2017, p.10). 
I use the word stray to describe people and 
animals but furthermore to consider percep-
tions of wetlands and human bodies as stray.
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STR AY  STANDPOINTS

 I wish to open this discussion with a set of anthropocentric viewpoints 
that will frame my viewpoint of how the bog has been treated as a stray 
through methods of freakscaping, scapegoating and mudslinging, which led 
to its loss of belonging. Social fear and oppressive sanitation of wetlands are 
well fortified tactics of wetland alienation, leading to the loss of right to home, 
habitat and life. 

BRETHREN:

Let us begin with the book of Genesis, “In 
the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth…And God said, “Let the water un-
der the sky be gathered to one place, and let 
dry ground appear.” And it was so. God called 
the dry ground “land,” and the gathered wa-
ters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was 
good” (Genesis 1.1, 1.9-10). By the sixth day of 
the story of creation God had made man and 
told them “increase in numbers to fill the earth 
and subdue it” (1.28), and God gave them ev-
erything on earth for food (Genesis 1.28-30).  
One can clearly see the roots of anthropocen-
tric thinking within this text and from here we 
can springboard into how wetlands have been 
treated as stray landscapes. Bogs and swamps 
do not readily produce food for man nor are 
they readily accessible to man. Wetlands ques-
tion the superiority of man and literally drown 
the concept. Man stands erect towards the 
heavens and away from common animals who 
also “walk on the dirty ground” (Creed, 2017, 
p.46). There is no ground dirtier and harder to 
deal with than muddy ground, and we find the 

most consistently muddy grounds within wet-
lands. One gains a “standpoint” from standing 
erect, yet wetlands make it near impossible for 
man to stand erect while sinking into the mud. 
Degrading man to a common animal on all 
fours with hands and feet in the mud; a pig in 
mud; the bog humiliates man and degrades his 
ego. Georges Bataille (1930)  states “...whatever 
the role played in the erection by his foot, man, 
who has a light head, in other words a head 
raised to the heavens and heavenly things, 
sees it as spit, on the pretext he has this foot 
in the mud” (p.20; Creed, 2017, p.46). There is 
little more repugnant than having spit on one’s 
hands as well as one’s feet. To be righteous, is 
to be upright and upstanding. From here one 
can surmise that wetlands go against god’s 
wishes for man to rule over the world and all its 
creatures, these places degrade man to a com-
mon beast and therefore must be sinful places; 
places drawn to the devil, straying from god’s 
own omnipotent and omniscient command. 
This presets the position that wetlands are 
strays, in that they were intended to be useful 
land subdued by man, yet somehow strayed 
from domesticated purpose, in this it has been 
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taken up as man’s purpose to bring wetlands 
back under control and to ‘good’ purpose. Wet-
lands are stray because they have been taken 
from man.

ORIFICES:

Bataille (1927-39, p.8) wrote “Human eyes tol-
erate neither sun, coitus, cadavers, nor ob-
scurity”,  and there is no place more lively or 
densely packed with such visual affronts as 
there is within bogs and swamps.

The Eye

The fear of insects is no doubt one of the most 
singular and most developed of these horrors 
as is, one is surprised to note, the fear of the 
eye. It seems impossible, in fact, to judge the 
eye using any word other than seductive, since 
nothing is more attractive in the bodies of an-
imals and men. But extreme seductiveness is 
probably at the boundary of horror. 

(Bataille, 1927-43, p. 17)

The eyes are everywhere on the bog, little 
peepers of insects abound, in the puddles, on 
the ground, and in the air, one is inescapably 
being watched and watching within wetlands. 

Wetlands are certainly no place for anyone 
suffering from anatidaephobia. To the human 
eye the Wirligig beetles appear an evolution-
ary mutant species, their heads on the divide 
between water and air, compound eyes divide 
into two parts simultaneously seeing above 
and below (Rolston, 2000, p.592). The water 
flea is a biological horror of the cyclops variety. 
Then there are tardigrades living in the water 
without any eyes at all, a disconcerting feature 
in any animal. The sights on the bog induce 
piloerection and knee jerk reactions of visceral 
disgust in humans. In wetlands everything is 
doomed to die, littered with death debris of the 
past, an ecosystem thriving with life that feeds 
off the decay of its dead, a visual assault on 
the civility of humanity. In the Finnish culture 
the “eye” of the bog is considered to be the 
most dangerous area where one can be taken 
inside the cavity of the bog, as if the bog itself 
is watching from its surface. An eye that is also 
a mouth.

The Mouth

Among civilized men, the mouth has even lost 
the relatively prominent character that it still 
has among primitive men. However, the violent 
meaning of the mouth is conserved in a latent 
state; it suddenly regains the upper hand with a 
literally cannibalistic expression such as mouth 
of fire [bouche a feu], applied to the cannons 
men use to kill each other. And on important 
occasions human life is still bestially concen-
trated in the mouth: rage makes men grind their 
teeth, while terror and atrocious suffering turn 
the mouth into the organ of rending screams. 
On this subject it is easy to observe that the 
overwhelmed individual throws back his head 
while frenetically stretching his neck in such a 
way that the mouth becomes, as much as pos-
sible, an extension of the spinal column, in other 
words, in the position it normally occupies in the 
constitution of animals. As if explosive impulses 
were to spurt directly out of the body through 
the mouth, in the form of screams. This fact 



fig
.3

highlights both the importance of the mouth in 
animal physiology or even psychology, and the 
general importance of the superior or anterior 
extremity of the body, the orifice of profound 
physical impulses; one sees at the same time 
that a man can liberate these impulses in at 
least two different ways, in the brain or in the 
mouth, but that as soon as these impulses be-
come violent, he is obliged to resort to the bes-
tial way of liberating them.                                                    

   (Georges Bataille, 1927-39, pp. 59-60)

The mouths of imagined monsters are always 
exaggerated, often with teeth popping right 
out of their oversized mouths. Within the bog 
there are many issues regarding mouths to be 
wary of, the primary mouth concern is that of 
the bog itself, its entire body is a vast mouth 
that can swallow one into a potentially bot-
tomless mud belly. In addition, any number of 
the usual suspect predators with their snarl-
ing mouths could be on site at any moment. 
There are multitudes of insects ready to take 
a chomp, or even make a twelve course meal 
of one’s flesh. Then there are our own mouths 
to contend with, they can be invaded by par-
asites, making the bog a good place to keep 
one’s mouth shut. Similarly to the bog’s vast 

mouth the protozoa living in the bog are also 
vast mouths, amoebae have no mouth specifi-
cally but rather their entire body is essentially a 
mouth, ready to take food in at any spot in their 
cell wall at any moment. 

The life cycles of the bog create nutrients, 
where once there was life becomes death, from 
here new life pops fourth feeding on the death 
of its kin. The bog is filled with carnivorous 
plants, undeniably un-easing to the human is 
the idea that one could become prey to a plant, 
an animal or the ground itself. Bogs inspire the 
human imagination to contemplate the 
screams of terror that come from the human 
mouth when being devoured alive. As the hu-
man evolved to tame its mouth, the bog re-
mained an unleashed monstrosity of unfixed 
mouths, and inso a reminder of our own ani-
malistic need to devour. 

fig. 4
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The Nose
The Miasma of the bog is one of rotting death. 
Or is it? In actuality, some wetlands, often salty 
marshes, have a strong odour of sulfur and 
methane gasses released from decompos-
ing plant material.  This strong smell of rotten 
eggs can be quite overpowering, yet, on the 
other hand other wetlands smell as fresh and 
green as any forest, flower field or berry patch.  
Nonetheless, wetlands are strongly associated 
with foul smells, and in particular “bogs”. In the 
United Kingdom the toilet is referred to as “the 
bog”, a place that is meant for defecation and 
smells of it too. 

In addition, the wretched stench of bogs is in-
troduced to children through cartoons, folk-
lore and movies, which consequently ensures 
future generations’ disdain and disrespect for 
bogs. Many children have never experienced 
a bog first hand yet can describe how its va-
porous bouquet of death will make you stink 
forever. 

In the early 19th century the smell of wetlands 
was associated with disease and parasites, this 
may explain some of the generalization that 
wetlands are dangerous, unhealthy and of pu-
trid smell. In many early theories regarding the 
cause of cholera (more common to swampy 
areas), inorganic compounds of electricity was 
a trending theory over simple animal conta-
gion theories (Tuan, 2013, p.97). Pontifications 
on swamps and bogs being the primary cause 
of pathogens were widely spread (Tuan, 2013, 
p.97).  Miasmatists wrote in depth of putrid, 
noxious, toxic fumes and clouds over stagnant 
swamp water, and rotting natural materials 
(Tuan, 2013, p.97). Confusing and contradict-

ing imprecise medical jargon increased anxi-
ety and fear of wetlands, “almost any foul odor, 
it was believed, could cause death” (Tuan, 
2013, p.97). The rationale provided for these 
stagnant water theories were aeriform poison, 
choleraic distemperature, and uncontrolla-
ble atmospheric peculiarity (Tuan, 2013, p.97). 
Undoubtedly this also added to mistrust and 
fear of those who lived near areas of stagnant 
water, and the increased concern over odours 
which inevitably lead to concerns over one’s 
own body odour. In Man’s Mastery of Malaria 
it is stated that classical writers such as Varro 
were more precise in describing the dangers of 
swampy areas “certain minute animals, invisi-
ble to the eye, breed there, and, borne by the 
air, reach the inside of the body by way of the 
mouth and nose, and cause diseases which 
are diff icult to get rid of” (Russell, 1956; Tuan, 
2013, p.229).

The Ears

fi g
. 5
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The sounds in the bog are ones of someone 
or something walking up behind you. Maybe 
it’s the bog absorbing the echo, the auditory 
sense is simultaneously foggy and crisp. There 
are muffled noises all around, bird calls strike 
through the muffler, like an old car backfiring. 
In a flick a sharp sound in upon one, as a bug 
flies directly towards the ear, with the intention 
and direction belonging to one claiming a new 
home to burrow down in. 
Edvard Munch’s Der Schrei der Natur, com
monly known as The Scream was originally ti-
tled The Scream of Nature, a moment of utter 
and inescapable connection, devastating con-
nection between the artist and nature (British 
Museum, 2019; Joyce & Staunton, 2020, p.72). 
Munch printed on the 1985 version “I felt a 
large scream pass through nature” (British Mu-
seum, 2019) and wrote in his diary “suddenly 
the sky turned blood red …my friends walked 
on, and I stood there trembling with anxiety…

fig
. 6

 &
 7

and I sensed an infinite scream passing 
through nature” (Heller, 1973, p. 107; Joyce & 
Staunton, 2020, p.72). The Scream depicts the 
anxiety brought on by nature and also corrupts 
the narrative of a silent nature by bringing for-
ward a sensitivity to non-human voices. One 
cannot hear what one does not wish to ac-
knowledge; if one refuses to listen, then and 
only then, do they hear silence. The cacophony 
of non-human voices and one’s own human 
heart can  become unbearably loud if the hu-
man ear becomes attuned to the unfamiliar au-
ditory markers, the human ear is generally at-
tuned to only what is familiar and so erases all 
else.                          

The Anus, Vagina, and Urethra
Defecation, copulation and urination are not 
aspects of the outwardly civilized and domes-
ticated world, yet they are indeed aspects of 
the natural world and indeed the bog. Every-
thing in the peatland is absorbing, propagat-
ing, and discharging; a busy place for the ori-
fices of nature. The civilized and domesticated 
or colonized and assimilated human believes 
these activities should be concealed; raw ani-
malistic activities that the human must still en-
dure. They are all euphoric sensations of the 
wild, the incredible sensation of relieving one-
self whether defecating, orgasming or urinat-
ing. The western human must censor these eu-
phoric needs to protect its claim to civility, and 
as such must thrust up walls to hide behind, 
and thrust out any who would show their stray 
nature.  On the bog one can see such sights, 
the water flea carrying its eggs on its back in 
a translucent sack for all to see, while simul-
taneously eating and defecating. Plump flies 
haphazardly copulate in the air right in front of 
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one’s face, attempting to land on one’s arm to 
gain better leverage before being flicked away 
by a monstrous human hand.

HOLDINGS:
 

IN SEARCH OF ESCAPED PROPERTY

It happens at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century.
At the dinner table, the aristocracy talks of wed-
dings, inheritance, and nigger dogs.
The newspapers of Mississippi, Tennessee, and 
South Carolina advertise the services of such 
dogs at five dollars a day. The ads praise the vir-
tues of the mastiffs, which hunt down escaped 
slaves, capture them, and return them intact to 
their owners.
Their noses are crucial. A good hunting dog 
can follow a scent many hours after the prey 
has passed by. Also highly prized is speed and 
tenacity, because to erase their scent the slaves 
swim rivers and streams or spread pepper in 
their wake, and the hound that deserves its 
bone never gives up, never stops scouring the 
ground until it picks up the trail.
But most important of all is the extensive train-
ing that teaches the dog not to make hamburg-
er of black flesh. Only the legitimate owner has 
the right to punish the bad behavior of his an-
imals.

Eduardo Galeano, 2009, p.562-563

  Euro-Colonial oppressive vio-
lence on indigenous and enslaved people and 
the oppression of the environment and ani-
mals are ceaselessly tied together, travelling 
through history and propelling into the future 
hand in hand proudly touting the “wealth” of 
Western “progress”, all the while attempting to 
wipe the “mud” of colonial “conquest” clean 
from the bottom of their shoes. As the dirtiness 
of colonial domination over people is conve-
niently blanketed and forgotten, the bog too, is 
conveniently forgotten once its mud has been 
drained from it; a stray is easily wiped away 
from the mind in the name of monumentalist 

chimera.
 Stray animals are controlled biopoliti-
cally through the extermination of populations 
demonstrated in the eradication of vermin, or 
individually though methods of dressage ob-
served in dog training (Mubi Brighenti and 
Pavoni, 2018, p.578). While the domesticated 
dog guards property, it hunts both humans 
and animals upon its masters command, in 
addition, it polices fence lines, livestock and 
goods. The domestic dog works at man’s side 
cleaning the landscape of its former brethren 
“the unloved ‘cur’ and the unredeemable ‘stray’ 
who found themselves being removed and de-
stroyed, in the name of ‘improvement’” (Creed, 
2017, p.12). 
 Within Western society the dog is used 
as a symbol of moral superiority in its empa-
thy towards an animal once solely a stray, now 
bred into a pure token of wealth and privilege. 
A proof of poor countries incompetence to 
clean their cities which continue to have dogs 
deemed “stray” from a western perspective. 
Wealthy western countries have taken this so 
far as to create companies who extract dogs 
from poor countries and areas to be “saved”. 
Awfully reminiscent of the methods used by 
missionaries sent to “save” indigenous peo-
ple of the world through religious and colonial 
conversion. Further demonstrated by western 
societies shock at Kim Jong-un’s ban on pets 
during a food shortage in 2020 and his sub-
sequent ordering of North Korean citizens to 
surrender their pet dogs to be used as food, 
“”calling the practice a form of capitalist “dec-
adence” and “tainted ... by bourgeois ideology” 
(Morton, 2020). 
 
Why does a dog who gains a human owner 
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become rescued? Rescued from what? if not 
being stray in of itself. From this question I en-
deavor into an anthropocentric urban bog res-
cue project to investigate the inner workings 
of rescuing small stray landscapes.  It started 
simply, a stray bog (piece of moss) which like-
ly had dropped from a construction worker’s 
boot which stood on the pavement waiting at 
my tram stop caught my attention, begging for 
help (see Appendix A). I picked Boggie from the 
concrete, carried it on the tram, into my home, 
and placed it into a petri dish. I re-wett Boggie 
with water from the bog and lidded the dish 
due to dis-ease I had around having the moss 
and bog water in my apartment. In no time at 
all, I found another stray bog at Slåttmossen 
Nature Reserve (Helsinki, Finland), this one I 
named Swamp Thing, for his freakish nature. 
While picking cigarette butts I found this piece 
of sphagnum moss dislodged from the rest of 
the moss carpet yet rooted directly into a cig-
arette butt, which it refused to dislodge from 
(see Appendix A). This appeared as strong 
evidence that this piece of bog had in fact 
strayed. In that, it was decided, and I took this 
one “in”. Since then, I have acquired two more 
stray bogs, these two are urban eavestrough 
bog bits, birthed out the drainage pipe during 
a heavy rain and found awaiting my rescue on 
the sidewalk of Töölö, Helsinki (see Appendix 
A). The four, Raggamuffin, Guttersnipe, Boggie 
and Swamp Thing now reside on my window-
sill. The process of simply naming and cate-
gorizing these pieces of moss as stray created 
an affectionate relationship, and the process of 
bringing them into my home gave the levity of 
responsibility for their wellbeing.
 Interesting sensations and situations 
have taken place with these little mosses 

around. Without a bog pet store, feeding prac-
tices are complicated; the hot July and lack of 
rainfall caused a severe drought which dried 
out the region, making it impossible to get 
fresh bog water for feedings from Slåttmossen. 
Forcing me to resort to feeding with tap water, 
which Boggie and Swamp Thing did not take 
too. Whereas, Ragamuffin and Guttersnipe 
seemed indifferent to tap water. Each bog res-
cue has its own peculiar needs, Boggie has a 
propensity to die off quickly when not fed, 
Swamp Things is reluctant to domesticate and 
has become a dirty slimy swamp. It is Swamp 
Thing that concerns me most, at times I have 
felt slightly ill at ease by its presence, as if be-
ing watched by a little monster. For two weeks 
in July Swamp Thing hatched no-see-ums in 
my flat, a distressing two weeks, being driven 
half mad by aggressive biting in plus thirty de-
grees heat. Luckily it seems that ceratopogoni-
dae have a fairly short peak hatching season 
and this experience slipped into the past. The 
two urban eavestrough strays are really much 
more domesticated, the shy and innocent ones 
who naturally know to hide and not cause trou-
ble in order to survive in urban settings. They 
are quiet pets, who manage to be rather resil-
ient with little attention, and are able to com-
municate through their physical appearances 
quite well. It is the work watching the micro-or-
ganisms in the Biofilia lab (see Appendix B) 
which made me increasingly alert to all that 
lurks on my little furry friends. Which has built 
a relationship of care and fear. I am certain the 
little bogs are not entirely happy on the win-
dowsill but they make due with the situation. 
For myself, I have grown past feeling I need to 
create a more airtight container for them, yet I 
continue to keep them encased in petri dishes, 
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and wash my hands after even touching their 
dishes for fear of becoming infected with a 
brain eating amoebae. A new fear contracted 
from the technician at the biofilia laboratory 
who promptly educated me on the dangers of 
bogs and the need to always wear latex gloves 
at the bog, as well as, while working with the 
small water samples in the laboratory or else-
where (I never told her that I brought samples 
into my home as pets). 

TRANSIENT:

Those who move across land due to despera-
tion of livelihood are titled “aliens”, while those 
more privileged who move for increased com-
fort are titled “expatriates”. Borders are easily 
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rendered invisible for those with strong pass-
ports, while walls are built to keep out those 
considered to hold weak passports. Citizens 
of the United States of America with gated 
retirement homes in Mexico are expats while 
indigenous people of Mexico working in the 
United States of America (their homeland 
pre-European colonization) are titled “illegal 
aliens”. There are incredible inequalities in the 
power dynamics at work when it comes to 
who is straying and who is touring, and who 
is allowed to do which. Transients, immigrants, 
refugees and diaspora of the world stray while 
western retirees summer.
 These same principles can be applied 
to geographical terrains; those titled conten-
tious terrains versus pacific terrains or bogs 
versus forests. The bog is undoubtedly a ter-
rain not easily pacified, subdued or settled. A 
terrain not easily or safely navigated by hu-
mans nor willingly owned, tamed or tilled by 
humans, as such an outcast to human needs. 
It is difficult to be a stakeholder of a bog, as 
the unstable soil swallows one’s stakes. Thus 
the work began to either contain or drain the 
bogs through trenching. By draining wetlands 
humans were able to increase stable land that 
could be staked and owned for subsequent 
profit. Yet, even lands that were once bogs 
continue to have lingering value instability for 
anyone who might come to know that a bog 
once resided there. 
 Similar to the fear of humans and ani-
mals straying beyond created borders there is 
a fear of unwanted landscapes straying, one 
hears this in concerns over creeping bogs, 
bog bursts and desertification invading tillable 
soil. The bog has no skeletal structure, a shape 
shifter creeping upward and onward, with an 
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occasional abrupt burst. The bog bursts when 
the internal water pressure rips open the peat 
carpet, pouring its innards out, which drag the 
solid upper layer with it (Praeger 1939, p.374; 
Meredith, 2002, p.323). Yet, this action does 
not violate the vegetation of the bog, as the 
bog burst floods out into new territory, the 
trees remain upright in the stabilizing sphag-
num bed (Meredith, 2002, 326). The “hazard” 
of bog bursts lies in human territorialization, it 
destabilizes the authority of property owner-
ship, mobile terrain that slides onto neighbour-
ing property creates a “false view of succes-
sion” (Meredith, 2002, p.325). Thus bogs are 
trenched to isolate and stabilize a wandering 
property.

DECEPTION:
 

 Bogs are ambiguous places, with de-
creased distinguishable visual, olfactory, au-
ditory and tactile markers for human sensory 
receptors. This inability to easily distinguish, 
categorize and classify elements of wetlands 
can feel distressing; all the untidy mixing and 
touching; a chaos within an indistinguishable 
order. Igniting ataxophobia and aphenphosm-
phobia. 
 Wetland ecosystems are those which 
are prehistoric and porous, those which choose 
not to evolve or evolved differently, an evolution 
or a preservation of a porosity. The luddite of 
landscapes, bogs have defence mechanisms 
to ward off humans that many landscapes do 
not, therefore it is very difficult to master, in the 
way that a bear is more difficult to domesticate 
than a dog. To live in the bog one must adapt 
to a porous lifestyle, or rather become comfort-

able with their own porous body. It is this pow-
er of porosity that people feel pulling at them in 
bogs and swamps, porous environments be-
guile the animal nature of the human to reinte-
grate into a “commons” with others. This feel-
ing shakes presumed understandings of the 
domesticated individual self, as if the bog is at-
tempting to undo one’s domestic civility; a pro-
cess of de-domestication. Creed (2017) states 
of the stray, “The (domesticated) stray, human 
or animal, reminds the settled, civilised subject 
that the self is never fully present or complete 
to itself; there is always a possibility the self 
might be undermined, destabilised, indeed 
transformed into a stray, a wandering, margin-
alised other” (pp.135-136). This becomes even 
more deceiving with the assistance of a will-o’-
the-wisp or ignis fatuus on the bog at night.
 For nine weeks I picked cigarette butts 
weekly from the surface of Slåttmossen bog 
(see Appendix D). Here I found this untidy mix-
ing, a boundary porosity or trickery created by 
humans flicking their butts to the bog, which 
the bog would take in and regurgitate back 
out again. For these nine weeks I circled the 
boardwalk and path at Slåttmossen, each time 
with absolute concentration I would scour the 
entire pathway approximately 0.5-1.0 metres 
on either side of me picking each butt that I 
saw. The weather and foliage shifted the ease 
with which I found the butts, but each time I 
felt I had cleared every visible butt. Yet, when I 
would return the following week the bog would 
again have as many or more butts to share. The 
thought would be that all butts found on sub-
sequent visits would have been new ones but 
on the contrary, there was always a mix of new, 
middle aged and old butts. Therefore show-
ing both an internal shifting movement of the 
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bog and the inability for the bog to break down 
plastic. Furthermore, I think there is something 
to be considered in the practice of flicking and 
plucking cigarette butts, humans will often flick 
what they have no use or disdain for, like a bug, 
and pluck what they want from the ground, like 
a fresh carrot. There is “sleight of hand” at play 
on the bog and the ground does not seal itself 
off to human interaction, the way that humans 
attempt to seal themselves from the outside 
world. 

TECHNOLOGICAL :

 The technological prejudice of bogs 
and actions of erasure are glaringly obvi-
ous once one begins searching. Upon typing 
“bog” into search engines the immediate no-
tifications pop up “did you mean dog or big”.  
Text edit often changes “bog” to “big” or “dog” 
automatically, as if “bog” is not a word in the 
English language in current use. An artificial 
intelligence bias in favour of the “dog”. An inter-
esting case of machine learned disregard for 
wetlands working to further erase their pres-
ence, in the same manner as it does with hu-
man strays due to data input prejudice and/or 
data deficiency. 
Technology ties deeply to the biological hu-
man desire to halt decay, from the refrigerator, 
to data banks, to biocybernetics. The capi-
tal of speculative future making and genetic/
computational technologies has transformed 
‘the inner structure of organisms, into frontiers 
for technological innovation’ (Mitchell, 2003, 
p.481). Native-nature frontiers are arguably 
no longer in existence, there is no longer any 
part of what was once native-nature that is not 

being ‘managed’ by humans whether that be 
through surveillance drones or older methods 
such as park wardens. Western cultures have 
self designated themselves as the caretakers 
of the wild, deciding which plants, animals, and 
terrains are allowed to be where and when; 
rather ironically since western cultures pursuit 
of progress is in large solely responsible for 
the loss of native-nature. Due to the fact that 
wetlands have been difficult to manage and 
extract from there may be some remnants of 
native-nature yet to be fully controlled by man 
within them. 
The new form of objecthood biocybernetics has 
little imagination for dirty old forms of preser-
vation and decay found in the bog; bogs pose 
a risk to the imagination of the cyborg empire 
through the messiness of instability and deter-
ritorialization. Biocybernetics is producing the 
dream of halting decay, of halting the corpse, 
the most repugnant of wastes which tres-
passes on everything (Kristeva, 1982; Mitchell 
2003; Creed, 2017, p.32). The bog represents 
death and that which could creep into the hu-
man body to begin the process of degradation. 
Western imaginations of the future are that of 
robotic bodies housing our living brains, thus 
we throw away our degrading bodies in ex-
change for youthful regenerative machinery. 
Margaret Atwood states “The agenda of those 
who visualize themselves as the GenRich—
like Past Lifers, Future Lifers never see them-
selves playing the role of ditch digger—is being 
pushed in the name of that magic duo, prog-
ress and inevitability…” (2011, P.238). The bog 
as well as the body must be obliterated for the 
sake of progress.
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COLLOQUIAL :

 To begin, the 2nd definition in Meri-
am-Webster for “mud” is “abusive or malicious 
remarks or charges”. The bog mud is not the 
only victim of vituperation but also the very 
insult itself used to mudsling other strays and 
stray behaviour. Clodhoppers, guttersnipes, 
mudlarks, ragamuffins, bindlestiffs, and vaga-
bonds are all associated with mud and dirti-
ness, people who have strayed from purpose 
and civilized direction. To be called by one of 
these titles would be akin to having one’s name 
“dragged through the mud”. Even to call one a 
“doormat” a place where one wipes the mud 
from their feet is to call them a useless waste 
of space. In addition, one certainly does not 
want to get “bogged down” writing, resulting 
in a boggy swamp of a text, “oh what a bog!” 
All of these terms and phrases are quagmires 
of negativity.  In order to recover power wet-
land residents must work within linguistics and 
the pressures of cultural positioning to reverse 
centuries of bog othering and alienation of wet-
land peoples bog trotters who were identified 
as inferior (bog standard) (Joyce & Staunton, 
2020, p.84). 
 From the Urban Dictionary (2003) the 
term “bogified” is explained “to force a bogus 
nature upon someone or something” or of “hav-
ing a bogus nature”. It is used within coding, to 
say “the coding was so misguided, it bogified 
the entire project”. This more recent addition to 
the English language brings into question the 
legitimacy of bogs, suggesting they are “fakes-
capes” or phoney nature. The effect again is 
wetland eraser, surpassing any previous terms 
which insinuating a misguided landscape re-
quiring recovery or reclaiming; now the bogs 

are becoming bogus. All of these linguistic vi-
olences, whether appearing rather minute or 
irrelevant, promote the acceptability and en-
actment of physical destruction of wetlands.

OBTRUDING:

 Rolston writes “Mountains and valleys, 
sky and clouds, sea and shore, rivers and can-
yons, forests and prairies, steppes and even 
deserts--none of these images have “ugliness” 
built into them. But swamp, bog, and mire do” 
(2000, p. 584). Places where clear boundaries 
are not set disorient the human love of catego-
rization. Approximately eighty years ago bot-
anists met for an impromptu bog symposium 
and while stamping out the appropriate terms 
to be used such as “soligenous” and “ombrog-
enous”, the bog simply gave out under the 
pressure of their bodies and intellect and the 
academics sank right into the bog (Meredith, 
2002, p.2). It would appear that the bog does 
not suffer fools easily and has little patience for 
human obtruding. 

Carl von Linné “the father of taxonomy” and 
“great” botanist influenced the world with his 
plant classifications and the installation of bi-
nomial nomenclature, yet he had no reverence 
for wetlands. Von Linné’s sentiment towards 
wetlands undoubtedly impacted the percep-
tions and evolutions of domesticated land-
scapes. In A Tour of Lapland von Linné (1811, 
p.167) writes, “It would be very desirable to 
discover some means of eradicating the Bog-
moss.” Furthermore, von Linné (1811, p.166) 
writes of the benefits of felling or burning the 
pine forest to replace with a superior birch 
forest, permitting a better crop of grasses to 
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flourish, “even the moulding fallen or burned 
trees would be an improvement in the hopes 
that some other plant might cultivate there 
in time.”  “the muskegs, which almost entirely 
stood under water; these we had to cross for 
miles; think with what misery, every step up 
to our knees. . . . The whole of this land of the 
Lapps was mostly muskeg, here called Styx” 
(Linnaeus,1732, vol.1, pp.141-42; Rolston, 2000, 
p.584). In the end, Linnaeus could not handle 
the muskeg, the infamous botanist was forced 
to abandon his journey at Lycksmyran (Lucky 
Marsh), writing “Now I have had enough of 
traveling” (Von Sydow, 1976, p.11), and the man 
who named almost everything was overcome 
by a marsh.

FOLK :

Children are often treated as wild animals, “un-
formed human beings” requiring control, and 
the primary method of control put to use is fear, 
through the use of wicked bogeymen, mon-
sters, witches and ghosts children are tamed 
(Tuan, 2013, p.8). Teaching Wiccaphobia tames 
and trains the child which shapes fear in its for-
mative years; the adult becomes anxious, and 
needs to find methods of controlling presumed 
weaknesses to the environment and their safe-
ty. In the past and in some places today the 
belief in witchcraft effected how one acted in 
the world, remaining inside once dark, avoid-
ing certain places due to place lore (bogs), and 
showing hospitality towards strangers even of 
the uncultivated stray variety as they may have 
the powers of witchcraft (Tuan, 2013, P.111). The 
belief in witchcraft creates an environment of 
caution, doubt, guardedness, and suspicion  

(Tuan, 2013, P.106). Those who become the 
most suspicious are those who are proximally 
close, witches cause great unease due to being 
incognito, one’s neighbour or aunt in law could 
readily be one (Tuan, 2013, p.106), in this way 
the ideology of witch folklore controls one’s 
community in movement, actions and morality. 
Folklore is a tool for policing behaviour, of one’s 
neighbours through suspicion, and oneself for 
fear of one’s neighbours suspicions. Folklore 
ensures the atmosphere remains tense yet 
neighbourly, not unlike contemporary neigh-
bourly dynamics. From childhood through 
adulthood one may concern themselves with 
unwarranted witch attacks. In addition, there is 
the added benefit of explaining one’s untimely 
death or other such misfortunes. In instanc-
es of misfortune it is preferable to believe in 
a malicious witch than to believe in one’s own 
responsibility or purely random happenings 
(Tuan, 2013, P.106). Folklore and place lore have 
been the cause of much Anthropophobia and 
agoraphobia.  
 Stern bog warnings and virtue signal-
ling have been dished out by way of boggies, 
fairies, bog sprites, water sheeries, mosscheep-
ers, shapeshifting pooka,  will-o’-the-wisps, 
swamp hags, and bog witches. The combina-
tions of eerie intuitions, experiences of terror 
and real preserved human bodies found in the 
bog have led to a thriving genre of stories and 
warnings. Irish poet Seamus Heaney explains 
the bog creatures of his childhood as “uncata-
logued by any naturalist, but nonetheless real 
for that. What was a mosscheeper, anyway, if 
not the soft, malicious sound the word itself 
made, a siren of collapsing sibilants coaxing 
you out toward the bog pools lidded with in-
nocent grass, quicksands and quag- mires?” 
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(Heaney 1980, p.18; Meredith, 2002, p.320). 
Pooka, sprites sheeries and the dancing lights 
of  will-o’-the-wisps and ignis fatuus all intent 
on leading travellers astray through illusion to 
an untimely death at the hands of the man-
keeper, the bottomless bog (Meredith, 2002, 
p.329; Emory, 2021, p.4).
 Uselessness and ignorance are 
common themes of swamp and bog lore. 
Bindlestiffs, mud larks, and guttersnipes are 
abound in the wetlands. In addition, the bogs 
seem to often be used as metaphors for what 
it is to be useless to society and on a literal 
level they have indeed been considered use-
less places. Hans Christian Andersen’s The Girl 
Who Trodded on the Loaf, tells the story of In-
ger, a vain and wicked child (Meredith, 2002, 
p.321) who sank in the bog with her propensity 
for torturing insects.

…set out, stepping very carefully that she might 
be clean and neat about the feet, and there was 
nothing wrong in doing so. But when she came 
to the place where the footpath led across the 
moor, she found small pools of 
water, and a great deal of mud, so she threw 
the loaf into the mud, and trod upon it, that she 
might pass without wetting her feet….the loaf 
began to sink under her, lower and lower, till she 
disappeared altogether, and only a 
few bubbles on the surface of the muddy pool 
remained to show where she had sunk. 

(Anderson, 1859)

It seems the issue was never her wish to stay 
clean but rather her disrespect to the gifts of 
God in putting the loaf to the mud and her foot 
to the loaf. An act of displacement from the 
dirty ground which God placed man upon, a 
sinful act of arrogance and disrespect to God’s 
gift of food. 
 Denmark has a strong association with 
bog witches teaching lessons of the dangers 

of being useless, The National Museum of 
Denmark states in a display 

…the Bog Witch, this woman lived in a mud hut 
in the middle of Vedbaek peat bog and lived on 
the alms brought to her at twilight by village 
residents. As the sun set, the woman would 
light a fire beneath her enormous flint cooking 
pot, and it is here that she boiled deformed chil-
dren and elderly sufferers of senile 
dementia who no longer served a purpose in 
the village. As the smoke rose from the cooking 
pot and settled across the bog, people would 
remark with awe that “The Bog Witch is brew-
ing”, feigning a lack of awareness over exactly 
what was cooking.

This version shows how communities and 
witch narratives may have worked together to 
deal with unwanted problems and people who 
had lost their use and become burdensome to 
the community.

ART:
 Anxiety is a driving force for many art-
ists, wetlands fuel anxiety both literally and 
metaphorically and without anxiety there is no 
art (Joyce & Staunton, 2020, p.67), it is these 
tensions that create gestalt. Therefore bogs 
and swamps are well referenced and docu-
mented within the arts. It is said that dreams of 
swamps and bogs represent danger, unbear-
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of being useless, The National Museum of 
Denmark states in a display 

…the Bog Witch, this woman lived in a mud hut 
in the middle of Vedbaek peat bog and lived on 
the alms brought to her at twilight by village 
residents. As the sun set, the woman would 
light a fire beneath her enormous flint cooking 
pot, and it is here that she boiled deformed chil-
dren and elderly sufferers of senile 
dementia who no longer served a purpose in 
the village. As the smoke rose from the cooking 
pot and settled across the bog, people would 
remark with awe that “The Bog Witch is brew-
ing”, feigning a lack of awareness over exactly 
what was cooking.

This version shows how communities and 
witch narratives may have worked together to 
deal with unwanted problems and people who 
had lost their use and become burdensome to 
the community.

ART:
 Anxiety is a driving force for many art-
ists, wetlands fuel anxiety both literally and 
metaphorically and without anxiety there is no 
art (Joyce & Staunton, 2020, p.67), it is these 
tensions that create gestalt. Therefore bogs 
and swamps are well referenced and docu-
mented within the arts. It is said that dreams of 
swamps and bogs represent danger, unbear-

fig
. 9

able struggle, difficulty, shame and repression. 
In much art, the symbolic meaning of wetlands 
remains in this purview. In addition, the arts 
have profited and collaborated in the repres-
sion of the bog through these symbolic narra-
tives. Narratives of bog witches, hags, and 
monsters are highly marketable, but have had 
the lasting effect of making bogs increasingly 
more anxiety inducing and thus increasingly 
susceptible to forceful actions of subduing and 
conquering by societies at large.
 On the other hand bogs and swamps 
have represented places within the art spec-
trum for escape. In The Impudent Excursion 
Edward Gorey illustrates an enslaved man 
escaping into the Great Dismal Swamp, Go-
rey uses both the anxiety of the swamp and 
slavery to produce a doubly anxious narrative 

through the eyes of the privileged onlooker 
(Holiday Magazine, 1962). 
 Henry David Thoreau (1862, p. 228) 
wrote “When I would recreate myself, I seek 
the darkest wood, the thickest and most in-
terminable and, to the citizen, most dismal 
swamp. I enter the swamp as a sacred place, 
a sanctum sanctorum. There is the strength, 
the marrow of Nature” (Rolston, 2000, p.584). 
Swamps and bogs are places for re-awaken-
ing, places where artists and strays can test the 
boundaries, and destabilize the self. This may 
add to fears of straying within the bog arena 
and the need to control this space in order to 
control oneself and one’s civility. Yet, in some 
regards artists have always been considered 
a moderate stray of sorts, continually testing 
boundaries, adding a bit of culture to an aris-
tocratic party, the artist is an accepted stray 
variant. Barbara Hurd describes her experi-
ence straying on the bog, “You slip towards the 
borders of yourself, toward the obscure bloom-
ing in the creases, into the forgotten pockets 
against whose seams your fingers have fretted 
and chafed until threads finally thin and your 
fingers plunge into the dark, invisible territory 
of thighskin’ (2008, p.8). The self becomes a 
blur in the bog or swamp, swallowed up into 
an immersive environment. That freedom to 
be other that every artist is seeking is found in 
the bog, to stray from normative systems and 
narratives. In the film The Softening of the Egg 
(Ägget Är Löst!, Sweden, 1967), by Hans Al-
fredson, a capitalist patriarchal family running 
an egg factory which produces ass ticklers for 
itching the unreachable itch creates a critical 
saga. The useless son is disowned, thrown into 
a bog and thereafter spending a year stuck in 
the bog where he has time to find his true na-
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ture within the tangled reeds and muck. In the 
story’s conclusion he returns to his life in the 
bog at the revelation that his life as a bog hobo 
is more fulfilling than his inherited life as an in-
dustrial capitalist.

SLÅT TMOSSEN:

Slåttmossen Nature Reserve is an urban bog 
situated in Helsinki, Finland. Between May 12th 
and July 21st, 2021, I visited Slåttmossen bog 
weekly to familiarize myself with the surround-
ing area and the happenings that occur there 
as part of my research process (see Appendix 
C). On my first visit I was surprised by its meek 
nature, covering a tiny area, it could easily be 
circled in a fifteen minute walk. It is surround-
ed by three freeways, a residential area, and 
lies adjacent to the Fazer Food industrial fac-
tory. The Fazer Food factory takes advantage 
of water rerouting to supply freshwater to the 
plant and releases the waste water back into 
the park area. In addition to its encirclement 
by noisy urbanization it has been fully trenched 
on all sides, ensuring its complete loss of au-
tonomy. Slåttmossen is most certainly on an 
oppressive reserve, and as many others who 
are put on reserves, it is being treated poorly.
Between the roar of traffic and the meager size 
of this bog, it is apparent that it is in a precari-
ous situation, and has been readily encroached 
on by urbanization. The thing that grabbed my 
attention while walking the plank boardwalks 
on my first visit was the quantity of cigarette 
butts which were strewn everywhere (see Ap-
pendix D). 
It was on May 23rd that I first noticed a stake, 
I was confused by it as it appeared as a small 

tree which had been pounded upside down 
into the bog eye. A strange sight which I wor-
ried might be some unfamiliar witchcraft prac-
tice. Over time and seeing more and more 
stakes pounded into the bog eyes I grew to un-
derstand that someone was marking research 
spots. The number of stakes driven into the 
bog grew in numbers until there were stakes 
all along the path, and muddy footprints mak-
ing a real mess in the eyes, obviously a sloppy 
disrespectful research project was at hand. I 
did catch sight of the stake jabbers, appearing 
as a group of highschool students with three 
adults overseeing them, all wandering off the 
plank trail, right into the bog eyes to retrieve 
their samples, all the while cackling and jump-
ing around in the mud. This performance made 
me reassess one of my own experiments, in 
which I had made several double weave tex-
tiles which I carefully placed into the peat 
moss in the hopes of transplanting the textiles 
to other locations once peat matter built up in 
them (see Appendix E). The idea was to help 
the bog reclaim its territory lost to urban ex-
pansion. One of my samples was pulled out by 
an animal and the other I carefully and sheep-
ishly removed, abandoning this experiment 
due to the guilt that stuck with me after see-
ing the cumulative damage being done by the 
other amateur scientists. After growing quite 
fond and defensive of Slåttmossen, I wanted 
no part of its mistreatment, and would prefer 
not to mention my part in it even now.   
 On May 30th I came upon areas of 
muddier bog completely ravaged by bogging 
cyclists. It was shocking and upsetting to see 
this further damage within a space that should 
be being respected. This destructive cycling 
through the nature reserve continued through-

CYNTHIA BLANCHETTE
VICCA MA THESIS 2021

AALTO UNIVERSITY

26



out my weeks at Slåttmossen, and my sadness 
and anger over it grew as I learned about the 
hydrology of bogs and how harmful long im-
pressions into their soft mosses are to their ir-
rigation systems.
 Over the weeks picking butts I tru-
ly came to adore this urban bog, on the final 
day I attempted to pull as many stakes out as 
I could and patch the holes, but many of the 
stakes were too embedded by aggressive sci-
ence to be pulled out. As my time at the bog 
came to an end a newspaper article came 
out denouncing the destructive behaviour of 
bogging cyclists and stake jabbers on the pro-
tected bog (Ahonen, 2021). The previous week 
a single sign had been added to one of the 
three entrances notifying visitors to stay on the 
boardwalk, yet the other two entrances to the 
nature reserve were left without this remind-
er. It was my lasting impression that this small 
environment was being treated as an ashtray, 
sport utility terrain and dog walking park. Ap-
pearing as a token act of care, rather than a 
true concern for nature preservation. Tokeniza-
tion is a harmful practice used in racism and 
terrainism; in the production of untruths. 
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THE INC ONVENIENCE

 Formless
A dictionary begins when it no longer gives the meaning of words, but their tasks. Thus formless is not only an 
adjective having a given meaning, but a term that serves to bring things down in the world, generally requiring 
that each thing have its form. What it designates has no rights in any sense and gets itself squashed everywhere, 
like a spider or an earthworm. In fact, for academic Men to be happy, the universe would have to take shape. All 
of philosophy has no other goal: it is a matter of giving a frock coat to what is, a mathematical frock coat. On 
the other hand, affirming that the universe resembles nothing and is only formless amounts to saying that the 
universe is something like a spider or spit.  

(Bataille (1927-39, p.31)

 Karen Barad states “Colonialism often 
finds its justification in terms of the void—that 
which is deemed “uninhabited” and “uninhabit-
able”… colonialism manufactured in the form of 
a structured nothingness—a nothingness alive 
with ghosts, …” (2020, p.106).  Places rendered 
empty, aimless and without purpose prior to 
European settlement is a strategic tool; unseeded 
and unceded territories being wasted by indige-
nous populations; nothing was harmed if nothing 
was there in the first place. Lands being lived on 
rather than owned were there for the taking once 
the indigenous populations were erased from the 
land through colonial systems. This “nothingness” 
narrative has even seeped into the mentalities of 
“nature lovers”, with comments such as “it was so 
quiet and peaceful, there was nothing out there.” 
Conservationists have been working for decades to dismantle the bias that peatlands are “wastelands”, 
“spaces of nothingness,””(Emory, 2021; Ramsar, 2018, Fact Sheet). It was only through the erasure of 
the unwanted strays that western culture was able to manifest and romanticize the “wild”. 
 Classism has played an immense role in devaluing and outcasting the bog. Wetlands are home 
to many species categorized as “lower animals” and “lower plants”, and therefore wetlands have been 
considered “lower ecosystems”. The specimens of decreased ranking within human categorical sys-
tems are those with simple structures, plants such as algae, mosses, fungus, and animals considered 
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primitive such as single celled organisms and parasites. Wetlands are breeding grounds and home to 
many termed pests or rodents; the mosquito, fly, rat, muskrat, and beaver along with a plethora of 
others who are repellent to the western vision of “wild” nature. Plants considered invasive weeds cov-
er the surface of wetlands, such as rush grasses who’s root systems house a plethora of those deemed 
parasites. Furthermore, wetlands have provided refuge to human strays; outcasts, slaves, and indige-
nous peoples running from persecution and genocide. All of these classifications have worked togeth-
er to degrade wetlands to outcast ecosystems. In addition, when western cultures evaluate ecosystems 
which appear chaotic and without a centralized system of experience, order or “control”, they are 
considered of low quality and without purpose (Rolston, 2000, p.594). Lower animals of the swamp, 
the insect, worm, grub or mite, are nearly never brought up in debates over animal rights and legal 
protection (Creed, 2017, p.148). These are the variety who automatically assume guilt through their 
stray nature which leads them out of the swamps and into arable lands to fill themselves on crops 
(Mubi Brighenti and Pavoni, 2018, p.590), or worse yet, to enter the homes and kitchens of man . As 
criminals to man they are exterminated and destroyed through every thinkable method and strata-
gem; trap and poison. If a terrain has no use and is not made useful to the civil man it must also be 
disposed of, having lost its right to life and future, especially once found guilty of aiding and abetting 
other criminals, traitors, and disobedients. Barbara Creed states in Stray: Human-Animal Ethics in 
the Anthropocene, “Human needs were, and continue to be viewed as far more important than the 
needs of any nonhuman creature” (2021, p.153). As such, humans may unwittingly hold potential 
stray-native terrains to the same moral standards and legal territorialization as they encroach on do-
mesticated terrains and become a dirty nuisance. 
 Once the animal or insect comes into the domestic register the unavoidable consequence is 
moral assessment and grounds of provocation are rooted in human legal territorialization (Mubi 
Brighenti and Pavoni, 2018, pp.590-591). The term “hollow domestication” describes a process by 
which species are “allowed to be through a series of technical and legal measures”, without the direct 
use of breeding and training (Mubi Brighenti & Pavoni, 2018, p.589). Hollow domestication is not 
driven to civilize what is considered native-nature, but rather bring the native-nature into the inter-
nal aspect of the domestic (Mubi Brighenti & Pavoni, 2018, p.589). Once the native-nature becomes 
internal to the domestic it becomes a stray, requiring domestic ideological management and sur-
veillance, often managed through the dialogue of the “wild”. “Re-wilding programs…” and nature 
reserves are being run precisely like zoos in which retaining the notion of native-nature becomes 
absurd (Mubi Brighenti & Pavoni, 2018, pp.589-590), they operate as recreational areas for human 
curiosity and destructive play. A place where the native-nature can remain wild because it does not 
know that it is being rigorously surveilled, organized and managed (Mubi Brighenti & Pavoni, 2018, 
pp.589-590) and fits into western ideological parameters of what it is to be “wild”. Although those 
considered vermin and pests sustain those which are considered wild, they are not given the roman-
tic title or included in the scenic beauty. In other words, the wolf is wild but the rat it feeds on is not 
considered wild. Thus, capitalist regimes make token efforts to protect the “wild” while exterminating 
the environments and food sources that the wild rely on to survive. 
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 Geosensing technology is now watching water, soils, minerals and geomorphology through 
“photogrammetry, multispectral systems, electromagnetic radiation, aerial photography, multispec-
tral systems, thermal infrared sensing, active and passive microwave sensing, and LiDAR at different 
scales, etc”(Jensen, 2006; Bratton, 2017). Wetlands are being watched, accounted for and managed via 
an anthropocentric ideal of care, which controls the biopolitics of species and terrains, thus entirely 
recreating the native terrain. This process has also put all native terrains within the purview of the 
domestic, under the man made concept of “wild”. This makes the argument that all “native” wetlands 
and grasslands are now stray to the domestic and wild terrains. Making them within reach of “re-
claiming” under the western human created guise of care and rectification. The ecology where “na-
tive-nature and wild  animals” now live is primarily produced by humans, relying on “questionable” 
conservation management and legal protection (Mubi Brighenti & Pavoni, 2018, p.589; my empha-
sis). It is common practice to destroy that which does not fit the binary of “wild” or “domestic” and 
“water” or “soil”. Wetlands and grasslands are not classified as wilderness because they do not induce 
a “monumentalist” scenic beauty (Pahre & Steele, 2013, p. 26 & 28) and therefore do not receive the 
excitement and concern that forests or bears do. 

 Legal systems have purpose, and that purpose is to protect the ideology and agendas of 
western societies. More and more, natural outdoor biological materials are being outlawed from 
civilized society, buildings considered of high importance are increasingly guarded with heightened 
regulations prohibiting outdoor materials entrance. The fear of contamination, infestation, and the 
foreseeable degradation of the domesticated urban environment is the justification. Upon starting 
this project, I ran into several roadblocks regarding what I was allowed to do with my water and mud 
samples taken from the bog within the biology lab. I was discouraged from bringing in any outdoor 
materials, and the bog was considered a hazardous “unknown” foreign material. Mud, having the po-
tential to contain any number of parasites or contagens, has become a controlled substance. Further 
brought to light when a peer caught sight of the sample on the microscope screen and stated “What 
is that? It looks infectious.” Yet, all the boot brushes and power washing in the world can not stop 
chunks of bog material from attempting to set root in city eavestroughs, and slip through thresholds 
on boot bottoms. Outdoor material found within civilized domains is considered to be a provocation 
to domestication and sterilization. 
 In the same fashion as the cur and the stray, the unloved “bog” and the unredeemable 
“swamp” have found themselves being removed and destroyed, in the name of “improvement”. 
From every corner of the earth the bog has been under severe violent attack due to its unwelcoming 
stray-native nature and its refusal to domesticate or wild; in every thinkable way wetlands have been 
assaulted by the tyranny of man. Exterminated from the landscape like invasive pests on rooftops. 
 Hydropolitics have been used in extensive land clean-up and re-claiming projects. Wetland 
drainage is an often forgotten form of hydropolitics. A noteworthy case of wetland drainage occurred 
in Italy, through the government’s adoption of the Serpieri Act which enacted huge plans for land 
reclamation (bonifica integrale) (Merlo, 2017, p.4). The Italian verb “bonificare” specifically indicates 
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the action of transforming wetland to human use. In Latin literally “make good”, with the meaning 
“to reclaim” (explanation by Patrizia Costantin, 2021). 
 Mussolini drained 6 million hectares of marshland between 1924 and 1938 (Merlo, 2017, p.5). 
The programme was designed to exploit every acre of land for agriculture in order to claim an inde-
pendent Italian food supply (Merlo, 2017, p.5). The Mussolini hydropolitics were highly successful 
in forming societal consensus, with people bonding through a common goal of eradicating wetlands 
(Merlo, 2017, p.4). In addition, an underlying goal of “cleaning” the city of the poor, and working 
class who could be moved into rural areas to work fields was at hand, decreasing unsightly social 
grievances (Merlo, 2017, p.5). Ambitious draining-reclamation projects on the Pontine Marshes be-
gan in the fifteenth century but were unsuccessful until Mussolini came to power, he took seven years 
and fifty thousand workers to “clean” the area (Merlo, 2017, p.7). The city Latina rose up on these 
“cleansed” marshes, as a prosperous industrial powerhouse, now an environmental disaster of water 
so extensively polluted by industry that it is raw sewage as it enters the sea. (Rosenthal, 2008). This 
place is kept habitable for humans to this day by “six pumps as huge and noisy as airplanes, put in 
place in 1934 by Mussolini” (Rosenthal, 2008). Each day they remove up to thirty-six thousand litres 
of water from the wet soil through an elaborate system of canals running to the sea. “The entire prov-
ince would return to marshland in seven days if the pumps were turned off ”(Rosenthal, 2008), thus 
to this day the   Provincia di Latina systematically operates on a continuous oppression of the Pontine 
Marshes.

THE C ONVENIENCE

 The peatlands of the bog make up only three percent of the world’s land surface, yet store 
double the carbon of all the world’s forests (Ramsar, 2018) which make up thirty-one percent of the 
world’s land surface (FAO and UNEP, 2020). As if that were not enough, they in fact store more 
carbon than all the world’s vegetation put together (Ramsar, 2018). On the other hand, all wetlands 
produce twenty to twenty-five percent of global methane emissions which are expected to continue 
increasing with rising temperatures due to global climate change and increased fertilizer runoff; 
fertilizer use has risen twenty-five percent over the past ten years (Ramsar, 2018) and will continue to 
increase as escalated production is forced from the land. Even so, wetlands remain an inexplicable 
omission from global climate change actions, regardless of their pivotal role in providing almost all 
clean freshwater, and flood disaster protection (Ramsar, 2018). Research has shown that inland 
wetlands have an “…economic value five times higher than tropical forests…” (Ramsar, 2018) and are 
the most priceless terrestrial habitat to human survival on earth. Twenty-five percent of wetland 
plants and animals are currently at risk of extinction, as we approach a time where all freshwater in 
the world is under pressure. Some of the predominant pressures-oppressors to wetlands are water 
rerouting from dams, dikes, and canalization; changes in land use primarily through agriculture and 
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livestock; infrastructure development; burning and mining; air and water pollution; drainage for 
forest plantations and logging; and excess nutrients in runoff water causing excessive growth in 
wetland plants compounding in excessive die off and methane production (Ramsar, 2018, Fact Sheet). 
Wetlands are likely the most threatened of all landscapes on Earth, having lost up to eighty-seven 
percent worldwide since 1700 (Davidson, 2014, p.A; Ramsar, 
2018); earlier estimates of fifty percent wetland loss since 1900 
have since been shown to have been as high as sixty-four to 
seventy-one percent (Maltby, 1986, p.90; Rolston, 2000, p.585; 
Davidson, 2014, p.A); thirty- five percent of wetland losses took 
place between 1970-2015 (Ramsar, 2018; UNFCC, 2018). There 
is no end in sight to the acceleration, leaving the future of all 
wetlands uncertain (Ramsar, 2018; UNFCC, 2018; Davidson, 
2014, p.A&G). 
 Approximately fifteen percent of global peatlands have 
been drained to date, as the planet’s largest carbon sink, this 
causes massive amounts of greenhouse gases to be released 
into the atmosphere (UNEP, 2019). Drained and burned peat-
lands lose their carbon sink and capture potential, giving rise 
to centuries of stored carbon (UNEP, 2019; Ramsar, 2018). A 
study in Finland where over fifty percent of peatland has been 
drained (primarily for timber/forestry projects (53%) and agriculture) has found that the remain-
ing undrained peatland hydrology is disrupted by adjacent drainage areas which affect their upper 
catchment areas (Sallinen et al., 2019, p.1). In addition, they found that the majority of the remaining 
undrained peatland has partially drained borders, this means a loss of biodiversity and tree encroach-
ment. Although the loss of biodiversity and increased monoculture of sphagnum moss could increase 
carbon uptake (Sallinen et al., 2019, p.1). Yet, the hydrology of these undrained peatlands have been 
disrupted, destabilizing carbon uptake and the seventy-five percent of drained peatland in southern 
Finland will  have lost its original carbon capture abilities to a gross extent. Currently, all wooded 
peatland in southern Finland is endangered (Raunio et al. 2008, Kontula & Raunio 2009; Sallinen et 
al., 2019, p.1) and the remaining peatland in Finland is patchwork remnants of what was once a large 
system of mires (exact statistics unavailable) (Kaakinen et al. 2008; Sallinen et al., 2019, p.1), and 
even the hydrology of mires within nature reserves have been disrupted (Sallinen et al., 2019, p.17). A 
substantial net movement of Carbon into the atmosphere was directly connected to the destruction 
of peatland areas (Turunen & Valpola, 2020, pp.16-17). The Carbon peat stores of Finland have been 
reduced by three to ten percent since 1950, primarily due to forestry drained peatlands. In addition, 
water reservoirs, artificial lakes, and two hundred and forty water regulation projects led to increased 
water levels in 300 lakes amounting to one third of Finnish lakes.  
 Although thirty percent of Finland’s surface is covered by bogs they have been neglected by a 
preference for the landscapes of forests and lakes (Sanders, 2017, p.647). There is a need to preserve 
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existing undrained mires and repair the hydrology to the drained peatlands through restoration proj-
ects (Turunen & Valpola, 2020, p.1). This is certainly not solely a Finnish issue but Finland presents a 
good example of the dire situation at work throughout the world. The majority of wetland restoration 
projects have failed, or had little result in past years, due to poor planning and neglecting timely res-
toration actions (Rolston, 2000, p.594; Quinty et al., 2020 p.5). “One can’t just dump some water on 
land and have a wetland. Wetlands have their own integrity, a life-rich genuineness” (Rolston, 2000, 
p.594). Yet, new studies working towards proper planning and restoration methods have begun to 
present results showing restored peatland can return to their former carbon sink. One study showed 
that Carbon uptake was re-established after fourteen years with the “moss layer transfer technique”, 
yet internal hydrology controls were not fully reestablished and required artificial structures to main-
tain Carbon uptake during peat growth (Nugent et al., 2018, p. 5763). Regardless, peatland biodiversi-
ty is lost in restoration projects.
 Individuals, communities, governments, scientists, indigenous peoples, knowledge holders, 
and citizen scientists will need to work together to protect  these ecosystems (Ramsar, 2018), “which 
help us prepare for, cope with and bounce back from the impacts of climate change.”(UNEP, 2019). 
Simply, protecting the remaining wetlands will not be enough, as labeling wetlands ``protected” does 
not necessarily protect them from human oppression. This was demonstrated in the 2018 study which 
found that “One-third of global protected land is under intense 
human pressure” (Jones et al., p.788).  Many would look to 
protected conservation areas, nature reserves, and national 
parks to showcase the successes in combating biodiversity and 
ecosystem losses, but the findings of extensive human and 
industrial activity within their borders have shown the concept 
of protected areas is under a great amount of pressure, in fact 
32.8 percent of protected land is not being protected (Jones et 
al., 2018, p.788). Bringing to light the need to protect “protected 
areas” from greenwashing and propaganda.   

fig. 12
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ALIEN NATION
Order of Things (Preface)
…all the familiar landmarks of my thought—our thought that bears the stamp of our age and our geography—
breaking up all the ordered surfaces and all the planes with which we are accustomed to tame the wild profusion 
of existing things, and continuing long afterwards to disturb and threaten with collapse our age-old distinction 
between the Same and the Other. This passage quotes a ‘certain Chinese encyclopaedia’ in which it is written that 
‘animals are divided into: (a) belonging to the Emperor, (b) embalmed, (c) tame, (d) suckling pigs, (e) sirens, (f) 
fabulous, (g) stray dogs, (h) included in the present classification, (i) frenzied, (j) innumerable, (k) drawn with a 
very fine camelhair brush, (l) et cetera, (m) having just broken the water pitcher, (n) that from a long way off look 
like flies’. In the wonderment of this taxonomy, the thing we apprehend in one great leap, the thing that, by means of 
the fable, is demonstrated as the exotic charm of another system of thought, is the limitation of our own, the stark 
impossibility of thinking that.

 (Foucault, 1970, p.xi)

The shot announces a hunt for runaway slaves: cimarrones, in the Antillean phrase meaning “arrow that seeks 
freedom.” Used by Spaniards for the bull that takes off for the woods, it passes into other languages as chimarrão, 
maroon, marron to designate the slave who in every part of America seeks the protection of forests and swamps 
and deep canyons; who, far from the master, builds a free domain and defends it by marking false trails and setting 
deadly traps. The maroon is the gangrene of colonial society. 

(Galeano, 2014, p.888)

 Prior to the 1800’s, diasporans made home in the swamp, seeing the value created by colonial 
ideologies that feared and despised the swamp. Dan Sayers states in A Desolate Place for a Defiant 
People  “a dichotomous landscape division between worlds inside and outside the Great Dismal 
Swamp—we can have little doubt that colonials, broadly considered, did in fact truly think that the 
Dismal Swamp was very distinct from the developing and developed world beyond its apparent 
borders” (2014, p.208). The ambiguous positionality of this terrain generated persistent opportunities 
for autonomy from colonials (Sayers, 2014, p.208). Diasporans in the Great Dismal Swamp of Turtle 
Island altered “the qualities and nature of alienation by self-extricating” and creating various styles of 
communities which self alienated, morphed and transformed over the 250 years of diasporic inhabi-
tation (Sayers, 2014, p.35 &40). The swamp was considered a “cursed and nonproductive” component 
of the landscape and by its native-nature had no appeal to the colonials (Sayers, 2014, p.40). Swamp 
residents were alienated by the swamp, which simultaneously alienated them from their class, catego-
ry and identification within contemporary capitalist society outside the swamp (Sayers, 2014, p.40). 
The people of the Great Dismal Swamp built a “novel social world” outside of capitalism by creating 
a “Praxis Mode Of Production” which undermined capitalist methods of production (Sayers, 2014, 
p.10). Diaspora were able to create their own freewill on their own terms within the swamp due to the 
impenetrability of the swamp border to enslavers and colonial enforcement groups. Through creative 
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labour (whether that be subsistence foraging and gathering or making craft and tools) a new liveli-
hood was established which configured new forms of communities inside the border of the swamp 
(Sayers, 2014, p.33). Material production organically flowed without the outside pressures to stylize 
and adhere to certain visual aesthetics, in addition, these materials and tools continued to be in use 
throughout the generations (Sayers, 2014, p.200). Through new forms of autonomy indigenous and 
enslaved peoples established “communities composed of people who had sifted through imagined 
possibilities of future lives that were better, more fulfilling, and less estranging or alienating” (Say-
ers, 2014, p.208). Egalitarian communization developed from skills brought into the swamp by the 
diaspora and the circumstances within the swamp which “resuscitated ancient material culture and 
products of creative work” (Sayers, 2014, p.210). Living outside of western standards with people of 
different cultural backgrounds allowed for the genius of ancient materials which provided scissioners 
with necro social autonomy from colonizers and enslavers (Sayers, 2014, p.214). Creative actions, 
critique of a racialized and exploitative world, and minimal labour alienation within defiant commu-
nities, spread across 3200 square kilometers of swamp to create a veracious consciousness (Sayers, 
2014, p.216). With the sentiment that we have no other options than capitalism and colonial systems 
of control and alienation, one need look no further than the great dismal swamp to see this fictition 
at face value. Ten generations of the micro-minority in the Great Dismal Swamp acted in total defi-
ance to western ideologies, undercutting “the brutal and racist world people made for themselves” to 
radically convert their social world (Sayers, 2014, p.5). An us-self exists in native-nature which makes 
all integral to the world but in alienating capitalistic practices species-being and social conditionality 
become foreign in favour of classist individualization.

 I came to see a micro-alien nation through the small water samples I took from Slåttmos-
sen Nature Reserve. These were brought to view under the microscope at the Biofilia Lab in Aalto 
University (see Appendix B). Here to my amazement I found a lively ecosystem, much like the bog 
itself, a community feeding off each other, multiplying and dying off. This was a way of being in the 
world that I had never witnessed before. I found myself mesmerized, watching these micro beings 
interact in space, blindly interacting with companions, gobbling each other up, blindly bouncing off 
their environments and each other. Innumerable types of protozoa were to be found, some too fast to 
identify, some slow and clumsy, others as still as the dead, some delightfully elegant in nature. Sensi-
tive tardigrades hesitantly walked across the screen appearing frightened by anything that zipped past 
their face, causing them to recoil back before changing paths. Although blind, these micro creatures 
are obviously incredibly sensitive to each other. Other single cell organisms swim in the fluid zipping 
this way and that way, a few minutes struggling through plant matter and back to zipping along. They 
move with such intention and organization that it appears as an utter chaos of bodies bouncing off 
of each other with genius logistics beyond human comprehension. The bodies are vigorous, thriving 
off each other to flourish their environment with their life and inevitable death which all feeds their 
common fluid environment. Protozoa swerved around each other with blind precision that only 
highly technical cilia could allow. Amoebae opening their exterior cell walls to take other protozoa 
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inside their bodies to be slowly digested alive, the caught protozoa appearred panicked in their search 
for an exit from the single cell circle monster (see Appendix B). Others were found gobbling up 
endless bacteria and defecating them back into their environment; still others yet pulling in bacteria 
with their flagella to suck their fluid insides out then spitting their hollow corpses out into the fluid. 
The vibrant energy of this place was mind boggling. Sensing their environment through their skins 
these single cells and micro-animals appeared to know exactly what they were doing. A world of 
touch-knowledge, fluid-wisdom and communal-intelligence. “A Gobbling the other, sucking souls 
and their envelope to revel in them. (Rémès, 2003, 22; translation by Florêncio, 2020, p.63). Perme-
able walls, shapeshifters, skins that open and close to the environment. Highly advanced single cell 
organisms with capabilities far beyond trillion celled humans who require latex boundaries of artifi-
cial skin.  

SKIN TECHNOLOGY

 Human synthetic skins tailor to habitat; while urban artificial skins, “AI in the wild” is sensing 
and reacting to its territory; animals have evolved much more impressive natural skins, able to cam-
ouflage, dazzle and communicate; all of this shows the potential for an incredible “skin intelligence“ 
(Bratton, 2017; Watt, 2021). In this world “world-sensing and information-processing” becomes 
increasingly indistinct, everything with a surface becomes a wearer of the others surface, sensorial 
mechanistic AI cities, animate and inanimate skins become catalogues of meshing and restricting 
sensory data (Bratton, 2017; Beloff, 2021). If one considers the surface area of human skin there is 
a massive porous potential sensory intelligence to be honed, each individual wears approximately 
two metres squared, the world population is currently wearing nearly sixteen billion square metres 
of sensing skin which is also being worn by all the surfaces our bodies take up space in, a sensorial 
framework of hosting and hosted skins. If we could move out of our minds and move into our skins 
we may find an entirely new human potential in skin as impressive or more so than the skin of the 
spiny mouse or the communicating skin of the cuttlefish (Watt, 2021).
 While the human can not become the bog (unless of course swallowed by the bog and ceasing 
to be), there can be a sharing in wearing each other, which would explain the sensation of being torn 
from the seams of the self upon stepping into the bog arena. Not a violent action but rather a meld-
ing together with the bog and back apart as the self reassembles to move back into the domesticated 
arena. The bog wears its visitors and the sensorial feeling of being worn is more powerful within wet-
lands, the unaccustomed sensation alerts our senses. A feeling of becoming fragmented, as if our cells 
become porous, allowing for a cellular connection with the outside environment. The bog and other 
wetlands have the potential to assist humans in awakening their body’s as the sensation of being worn 
by the bog seems to create a greater sensory charge than being worn by the city.
 At the same time, it is quite important that we move away from the ideology of “becoming 
other”. It is a new variety of something that is entirely akin to cultural appropriation. In the same fam-
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ily as the Indian Clubs found all across Europe or hippies in the 60’s “becoming indigenous” because 
it was trendy to other (King, 2012, pp.140-141). Europe and consequently the following countries 
to be placed within the category “West” fostered power and wealth through invasion, colonization, 
slavery, arming settlers and extraction capitalism on the premise of being hosted by indigenous 
cultures and thus getting to take whatever they fancied (Barad, 2020, p.95). These same countries are 
now outlawing hospitality by erecting “fences and criminalizing refugees” fleeing as a “direct result of 
violence perpetuated by first world countries unleashing war, colonialism, climate change, and other 
harms against the refugees and their homelands” (Barad, 2020, pp.95-96). When hospitality is used 
to violently and invasively conquer and the outlawing of hospitality ensures poor countries contin-
ue to be undermined to the wealthy’s benefit, what is to be done with the matter of hosting (Barad, 
2020, p.96) or “becoming other”? It can create practices of exclusion, as everyone wishes to become 
a swan or butterfly, rather than a flea or a cockroach. Furthermore, outlawing exclusion and hosting 
all has the potential to also cause violence. It is through the refusal to host that decolonial resistance 
is fighting and protesting against settler colonialism (Williams and Gonzalez 2017; Barad, 2020, p.99) 
as seen with the Red Lake Treaty Camp, Wetsuweten Checkpoint, Ferry Creek Blockade and the Idle 
No More Movement being amplified by indigenous Land and Water Protectors of Turtle Island. One 
need not “become” to have concern for the environment and other living creatures, one simply needs 
to reconnect to their bodily nature and their environment. Within quantum theory all matter has 
indeterminate and infinite “time-being” possibilities (Barad, 2020, p.109), showing there should be 
endless options outside of colonial capitalistic exploitation and oppression of humans, animals and 
environment. Processes of ‘becoming other’ do not align with pursuing justice, nor will they lead to a 
“just future”. 
 A practice of pursuing justice, “justice-to-come” must be infinitely hunted to find the “time-
place” of the “aftermath of the downfall of a multitude of entan-gled structures of violence that must 
be brought to an end” (Barad, 2020, p.100, 110). The us/them binary must fall away, stepping away 
from avoidance and towards practices of responsibility (Barad, 2020, p.110). The “excluded” is within 
the “self ” through the inconvenience of the “exterior/interior” categorization and boundary blurring 
(Barad, 2020, p.108) In Batailles words “at the summit the unlimited negation of otherness is the 
negation of self ” (Bataille, X, p.173; Land, 1992, p.137). Karen Barad states of the subject of hospital-
ity “The decon-structive element lives inside the forces of violence in their im/possible un/doing” a 
radical hospitality, “an unlimited number of unknown others, to an unlim-ited extent.” (2020, p.109). 
Can one reimagine a world in which racial and territorial capitalism ceases to exist? Reimagining all 
materials (animate and inanimate) as innumerable boundary-porosity “variables” rather than bound-
ary-porosity “controls”. A “radical porosity” and a “radical hospitality” coming together in a new 
practice of existing amongst others to hunt down and dismantle injustices.
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SKIN

 That which can be squashed is expendable (Creed, 2017, p.97) and the most squash worthy 
come out of the mushy bog. It may be the vulnerability of having an endoskeleton that makes one 
fearful of being destroyed, contaminated, or squashed; the human liquidizes in the same fashion as 
a mosquito does under a force as great as the human hand. If one had an exoskeleton the genetic 
coding would enclose the body in an armour of dead cells protecting our interior, however endoskel-
etons are made up of living tissues which are susceptible to destruction and degradation through the 
agency of disease. Unexpectedly, on the bog ants customarily protected by exoskeletons of chiten also 
become vulnerable and porous, the acidic and moist terrain degrade their protective layer making 
them as squash-able as an aphid. Western ideology has deluded itself by denying the body’s porous 
nature and the bog is a place of boundary softening of all body forms.
 Skin is commonly envisaged as a boundary. This conceptual fabrication denies everything 
that skin is; it is actively breathing, absorbing and excreting. In fact, it is the largest sensory organ, 
constantly interacting with the exterior environment. A perceptive, supple, and permeable boundary 
made of 64% water and encapsulating the body while hosting others on its surface. The skin is a ter-
rain to others, the skin can choose to host or not, and it can also be forced to host unwanted parasites. 
The intricate systems of opening and closing boundaries through endocytosis and diffusion are con-
stantly at work collecting materials while simultaneously eliminating waste materials, furthermore 
the peculiarities of the skin can cause a higher permeability rate, such as thinner more sensitive skin. 
Our skin does not give us full protection from animal bites, physical attacks or weather conditions. 
The acidity and humidity of wetlands further plump the skin with water increasing its porous na-
ture, aiding the work of insects and parasites. In response we barricade our bodies in latex and nitrile 
rubbers, silicone, and creams to re-enforce our boundaries from bugs and rain; all with detrimental 
effects to the environment through production, and our bodies through non-breathable textiles and 
carcinogenic chemicals. Even underwear has gone from primarily being made of natural breathable 
materials to synthetic non-breathable materials, might the reason be a fear of invasion or bad smells? 
Yet, the fact remains that non-breathable underwear procreate bacterial infections which cause bad 
smells. Nonetheless, people arrive at the bog clad in the most up to date outdoor textile technologies 
for taking charge through synthetic sealants, affectionately called gear which barricade and fortify 
one’s own body from invasion.  These technological advancements non-conforming colours parade 
a detachment, even the acoustics of swishing and squeaking materials cut through the air separating 
human nabob from the environment. 
 
 It is from this consideration that I delve into making a textile to wear at the bog. Something 
that will breath but still warm and comfort the body. I developed a double weave textile from micro-
scopic imagery of neutrophil cells, as a symbol of the human body’s genius protection from bacteria 
and fungus. I also wanted the textile to camouflage into the swamp-bog environment, the thought 
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being that I did not want to appear obnoxious to the 
bog. This is not an act of “becoming other” but rath-
er an act of minimizing visual disruption; to be less 
intrusive while in the bog space. An attempt to explore 
boundary-porosity through visual textile. From here 
I designed and created a uniform to investigate the 
dynamics of power as a barrier. Do I become uniform 
or do I stray by wearing this uniform? The uniform 
features a full two way zipper that wraps around and 
up the backside. This is just a handy feature for porous 
activity. 
The trouble is that on the bog there are a lot of mi-
croscopic bugs, one can feel them crawling and biting 
but you can not see anything. It makes one question 
one’s own sanity. Thus, I designed a pair of silicone 
panties to ensure that no bugs could crawl inside the 
body, but then was that too heavy a boundary? From 
this thought I designed a silicone harness-bra which 
allows one’s breasts to breathe and be revealed. Within 
much writing on the subject of bogs and swamps there 
is a fairly consistent sexual undertone, or a recurring 
theme of sexuality. Then again silicone wearables are 
most commonly sold in sex and outdoor wear shops.
 Now what about the creepy sounds and smells 
of the city and the bog? Here, there are now plug tools 
to resolve all the unwanted smell and noise. They are 
easily inserted and removed to ones desire.
 It is not my wish to delve too deeply into what 

the uniform is for, as the artist I see my position as the maker, and wish to leave the narrative open 
to those who come across the uniform porous-boundary system to create their own story. My only 
stipulation is to clarify that it is not an attempt to become something other than human, as it is my 
opinion that we are human and must face up to this fact and learn a more humane way of being hu-
man in the world. This is an investigate of the human relationship between nature-urban and bound-
ary-porosity.

 The boundaries of nature reserves can be considered in two ways, protection of humans from 
nature or the protection of nature from humans. The “nature reserve” is commonly considered pro-
tected, a show of human empathy for the wild or stray rather than a boundary for unwanted mixing 
of native-nature with the western-domestic domain. Yet, if one considers the word itself and the 
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history of how reserves have been used, it tells quite a different story. A “reserve” is a storage kept for 
future use, not a protection, rather a hoarding. In addition, a reserve for humans was a plot set aside 
to segregate or erase indigenous people from the landscape, a quarantine. The conception of it being a 
protected place is relatively recent, the first nature reserve was established in 1821 to protect “private” 
property from poachers by way of constructing a 2.75 metre high fence for 2.8 kilometres in order to 
encase the estate park (Wikipedia, Nature Reserve). A new form of controlling ownership over living 
and moving native-nature species and claiming them as property to be transformed into the western 
vision of “wild”. These “poachers” were once known as hunters and gatherers, peoples living off the 
common land. In addition, wielding natural places to the wants of human civility through reserva-
tions has its roots in a garrison territorial mentality. The nature reserve and national park are artificial 
boundaries for unwanted mixing and the production of an artificial idealized vision of the “wild”, 
whether through fencing, trenching or arbitrary legal regulation it brings the native-nature into the 
domestic territory to be reformed into the scenic beauty of a human controlled “wilderness”. 
 Wetlands not considered “wild” but rather “wasted” are replaced by amiable domesticated 
farmland and forests, allowing all to forget the existence of the bogs in the first place. For wetlands, 
the method of destruction and permanent erasure has been trenching and draining, and where 
deemed suitable “reservation”. Arguably once the last of the inhospitable wetlands have been trenched 
or drained “native-nature” will be an entirely human cultivated conception of “wild”.
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 Once native-nature is enveloped by the 
domestic perhaps the largest barrier between the 
domestic and the stray comes from dirt and mud 
itself, to go astray is to become soiled or of having 
always been soiled by mud on the skin; the dirty 
are considered contaminated, requiring isolation 
from the rest of society, which in turn confirms 
their label ‘stray’. Verbal, psychological and physi-
cal boundaries are installed to isolate and control 
what is considered to be dirty. The guttersnipes, 
ragamuffins and bogs within the domestic do-
main must be cleared out. 
 The human body has a great amount in 
common with the bog body, both primarily water 
based bodies, squishy and hot from life and de-
cay. It is quite possible that the repulsion for bogs 
comes out of the repulsion for one’s own body, a 
form of somatophobia; the gurgitating and regur-
gitating of the bog is far more akin to the human 
body than solid soils or liquid oceans. Humans 
are scared of bodies, when the body gives way 
to death, it takes the mind with it, for this one 
resents the body. Rising and falling water levels 
create a pumping mechanism, which promotes 
the life and death cycles of the bog, giving rise to 
the ecosystems aliveness. Here lies the desire to 
control this gassy terrain in the same manner that 
one attempts to control one’s own body flatu-
lence.
 Forests are now planted, waters are con-
trolled through damming and canals, anything 
resembling native-nature is being barricaded 
and surveilled; domesticated in a similar manner 
to a pig in a corral. Old growth wetlands, grass-
lands and forests are all going extinct, a grave 

C ONCLUSION

loss considering how incomparable the powerful 
sensations of old growths are in comparison to 
domesticated wild or restored/planted wetlands 
and forests. No matter the age, the intensity, raw 
energy and biodiversity is lost after resource 
extraction has taken place. A forest is not merely 
trees nor is a bog merely sphagnum moss, there-
fore contrary to the narratives of capitalistic re-
source extraction  one cannot devastate a terrain 
and simply re-build it to its former state. Biodi-
versity and the genius integrity are always lost or 
at least changed. Yet, this process works towards 
ensuring human safety within all terrains, and 
this is the task after all, humanity feels  entitled 
to safe access to all planetary spaces by way of do-
mesticating or wilding/re-wilding them. The bog 
is the most threatening terrain to the human and 
thus the most loathed.

Among all things that can be contemplated under 
the concavity of the heavens, nothing is seen that 
arouses the human spirit more, that ravishes
the sense more, that horrifies more, that provokes 
more terror or admiration to a greater extent 
among creatures than the monsters, prodigies, and 
abominations through which we see the works of 
nature inverted, mutilated, and truncated    

      (Boaistuau, 1561, p.8; Bataille, 1927, P.53)

 The use of fear and panic of invasion into 
the domestic space led by “Hygiene and sanita-
tion, veritable dogmas of modernism” produced 
the need for further distancing boundaries from 
strays to ensure immunity for animals, people 
and territories (Mubi Brighenti & Pavoni, 2018, 
pp.584-585) but what would happen if we chose 
to stop demarcating ourselves from our envi-
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ronment and our bodies? Learn to become dirty, 
to stop controlling and organizing the planet 
to “death”. To respect the environment and the 
bodies within it, and embrace the life cycles; to 
stray from a capitalist-mindset. Mészáros states 
“Alienated labor turns “man’s species being, both 
nature and his spiritual species property, into a 
being alien to him, into a means to his individ-
ual existence. It estranges man’s own body from 
him, as it does external nature and his spiritual 
existence, his human ‘being’” (Mészáros 1971: 
14–15; Sayers, 2014, P.38) Is it im-possible to re-
build relations with bogs through porous-being 
and just-boundaries to create a new world where 
negativity is no longer built into that which is 
considered stray? I am stray therefore I am , I 
have a body therefore I am, I have a stray space 
for my body to thrive in therefore I am. In/on the 
bog, the body and the skin has a genious-wisdom 
beyond knowledge. 

“And the more he strays, the more he is saved” 

(Kristeva, 1982, p.8)

fig
. 1

3

 This has been a broad look at some 
of the things that are responsible for west-
ern societies’ disdain for bogs and swamps, 
and their subsequent destruction, it is by no 
means conclusive in all the many varieties 
of ways in which this phenomenon may be 
viewed. It was my sole intention to bring 
attention to this subject rather than draw any 
strong conclusion. Yet, I hope that it will be 
read and enjoyed, with the consequence of 
having people consider landscape biases, 
especially in this time of looming environ-
mental issues. It will become increasingly vi-
tal to have a broader perspective of the many 
important terrains, not solely forests and 
oceans; to include the strays, the muddy and 
the yucky. If we are to overcome the damage 
made by capitalism and western civility, I 
would suggest we must start with stopping 
any further damage to the incredibly import-
ant wetlands of this planet.
 Please make note of the appendices 
as they have the majority of the information 
on the practical work done for this research. 
Although they are not inclusive of everything, 
I believe they fill in the context for the practi-
cal work.

DISC USSION
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STR AY URBAN BOG ‘RE SC UE’ 
Boggie-found 24.5.21
• found Boggie on the sidewalk waiting at 

the Ruohalahti tram stop (a tiny little run 
away lying on the pavement). Boggie is 
very warm in the hand, seems to be pro-
ducing heat.

• 22.06.21 Growing, green and fluffy.
• 21.07.21 Boggie is perking up again after 

another bad dry up in which I’ve had to 
start feeding tap water as there is no ac-
cessible water in the bog anymore.

Swamp Thing-found 03.06.21
• found Swamp Thing while picking ciga-

rette butts, bog carpet rooted into butt.
• 22.06.21 Looking a bit slimy, moss stems 

are spindly, less plump, Petri dish is 
becoming quite dirty, will need to clean 
soon.

• 07.07.21 Less slimy  with decreased wet-
tings, creating sphagnum dust in dish.

• 21.07.21 Swamp thing has begun hosting 
noseeums

Guttersnipe-found 07.07.21
• found at the end of a eavestrough spout 

drainage on sidewalk in Töölö.,heavy rain 
evening of 06.07. At least 11 seed sprouts 
popping up from his body, he is looking 
to spread. 

• skinny little fellow with a dirt botto, top 
has directional moss on one side of body.

• 21.07.21 Petri dish has become coated 
with a rainbow oily petrolium residue; 
city street bog. 

Raggamuffin-found 07.07.21 
• found in Töölö, on driveway just off the 

Boulevard after heavy rain knocked tons 
of moss pieces loose all over the city

• a plump and healthy “Bum” with many 
seed sprouts, a thicker shorter moss coat

• dirt bottom
• 21.07.21-oily rainbow covering Petri dish 

probably from the tar on the roofs and oil 
on the streets. 
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BIOFILIA L AB 

 At Slåttmossen Nature Reserve I gath-
ered small water samples once a week be-
tween May 12th and June 2nd, 2021, these 
samples were brought to the Biofilia Lab at 
Aalto University to check on the microscope. 
I was told by the lab technician that the first 
thing I needed to do was identify the speci-
mens in the water samples. I began this pro-
cess and found multitudes of protozoa and 
plant cells, parasites and other microscop-
ic animals. I found Artella Testate Amoeba, 
who had swallowed up other protozoa which 
struggled to escape the interior of the cell of 
these frightening circular protozoa. I Found 
Chlamydomonas’ gobbling bacterias up like 
there was no tomorrow. These little protozoa 
seemed to hang in partners, I observed one 
zip off to search new sites and return to the 
previous site to retrieve a friend, then they 
both zipped off to check the new location,  
slamming debris and other protozoa out of 
their way as they went. I found many varieties 
of amoeba, testate amoeba and tardigrades, 
the variety of life here was incredible; some 

APPENDIX B

fast as lightning, some creeping, some at rest. 
It did not take me long to lose interest in iden-
tifying all this life, but to rather simply watch 
it. I became utterly captivated by this world, 
I would have watched them all day if it were 
not for the labs allotted time slots. Watching 
them as other species rather than specimens, 
created a situation in which I watched their in-
teractions and movements, behaviours rather 
than strictly their physical features. I began to 
feel guilty about taking these minute samples, 
knowing even the residual water I was unable 
to return to the bog was killing bazillions of 
beings. I still feel completely in awe and ad-
miration of these beautiful creatures that at 
first sight gave me the creepy chills. Now my 
residual thought is that when a bog is drained 
it is a microscopic genocide, a genocide of a 
level I can not even imagine, each tiny sam-
ple was teeming with life in a way I had never 
seen before. The images I present here do not 
in any way represent the diversity and bus-
tling of this world that I observed.
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SL ÅT TMOSSEN NATURE RE SERVE
03.06.21      8:00-9:00        15 ‘C     Sunny.   
• water has receded again and mud has risen- some-

times water sits on ponds and sometimes it becomes 
absorbed and the mud swells

• man spits on bog
• new ruts from cyclists

22.06.21.            15-19;00.          30’C.     Hot sunny …thunder
• traffic noise, it is always loud from freeway traffic
• planted weave samples
• someone else testing, pounding sticks into bog eyes

07.07.21: 
• Thoughts… Slåttmossen playing host to smokers and 

dog walkers, while quarantined through entrenchment 
in efforts of landscape sanitization, in the form of roman-
ticized forests and concrete urbanization.

• I can feel heat coming up from the bog from composting 
materials when I put my hand close to the surface.

15.07.21          9:30-11:30          29’C    sun and hot!
• Noseeums have arrived and are fierce (Ceratopogoni-

dae)
• drosera is in bloom
• tree cut down and stuck in the mud upright and topped 
•  algae beginning to form

12.05.2021 
• A dog follows an older man off the plank boardwalk and 

into the bog, the man sits on a fallen tree and the dog at 
his feet, as I walk into the distance I hear the crisp crack 
of a beer can opening.

• two nasty terriers growling and barking at me on the sin-
gle lane boardwalk, their leashes restrain their ability to 
attack.

• One tall white sweet but anxious hound on the board-
walk with two women whom when asked say they are 
documenting plants that grow in swamps, no further 
conversation was established.

19.05.21:
• I may have accidentally gotten protozoa in my nasal 

passage, I’d prefer if it was protozoa or bacteria than 
the worms. I feel worms may be the most stray for me, I 
cannot even write about them; the imagination of them 
unsettles me.

 
23.05.21.    15’C rain soon/storm clouds     
• rush grass in full bloom
•  freeway traffic
•  1 bog root pulled out
• tree cut down and stuck in the mud upright and topped 
•  algae beginning to form
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14.05.2021 19.05.2021 25.05.2021

30.05.2021 06.06.2021 15.06.2021

22.06.2021 30.06.2021 07.07.2021

15.07.2021 21.07.2021 05.09.2021



date new butts mid. butts old butts gum dry pack-
ets

butt daily 
total

25.05.2021 31 59 42 9 3 132 (first pick)

03.06.2021 12 6 10 0 1 28

06.06.2021 10 7 5 4 0 22

15.06.2021 6 11 7 4 0 24

22.06.2021 10 12 21 1 0 43

30.06.2021 7 8 23 0 1 38

07.07.2021 12 15 32 2 0 59

15.07.2021 15 15 31 0 0 61

21.07.2021 14 11 20 0 0 45
total 117 144 191 20 5 452
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cig. butts Slåttmossen

 From May 19th to July 21st I made a 
special trip to Slåttmossen Nature Reserve to 
pick the cigarette butts along the trail (marked 
in red on the map in Appendix C). I was over-
come by the quantity of butts that I saw out 
there, and without a particular reason in mind 
I felt I should collect them during my time 
there. Later, I was to find out that cigarette 
butts are the most abundant plastic waste 
pollutants in the environment, with 4.5 trillion 
butts littered yearly (Rubenstein, 2020). Tak-
ing approximately 10 years to biodegrade but 
leaving their toxic chemicals behind for much 
longer (Rubenstein, 2020). 
 Cigarette butts are churned out of the 
bog at a steady rate, showing the even dis-
tribution of butts flicked in absorbed and 
churned back out as the bog’s inside pushes 
back outside, a pumping old and middle aged 
butts out while new ones sit on the surface 
waiting to be taken in. Butts are thrown, or of-
ten flicked towards the ground. The action of 
flicking is that of a micro-violence, one does 
not flick a loved one in affection but one flicks 
a stray, a bug, a piece of dirt, or a butt; some-
thing of no use to us; a physical show of re-
jection. One of the main concerns regarding 
bogs is their perceived bottomlessness, but 

BOG BUT TS

APPENDIX D

this work picking butts has shown me that the 
bog is in fact not bottomless at all.

• 19.05.21: I have yet to witness any vapours coming off of 
the bog, I may have to start spending the night there to 
fully investigate this phenomenon. My suspicion is that it 
is in the night that the smokers come out to make vapour 
as well, I have only seen evidence of their activities on 
the ground.

• 19.05.21: It is becoming more difficult to see the butts 
as the shrubs, blueberries and moss are growing and 
becoming full of foliage.

• 22.06.21: Foliage is thicker and much of the area along 
the trail is hidden under the brush, yet I still consistently 
find more butts.

• 07.07.21: Very dry weather caused butts to be more visi-
ble on the dirt trail accounting for increased findings. On 
average, the majority of the butts are found along the 
boardwalk but today the dirt trail on my circuit revealed 
more. The foliage and leaf cover has increased along the 
boardwalk while the sphagnum has dried and is now 
golden yellow due to the drought. 

• 05.09.21: I have returned to Slåttmossen to finalize some 
research only to see more cigarette butts strewn in the 
bog than ever before, I feel rage. The foliage is dying 
back revealing all.



date location new 
butts

mid. 
butts

old 
butts

gum dry 
pack-
ets

butt 
total

15.07.2021 Slåttmossen  
alongside path 

1 0 2 0 0 3

25.08.2021 Outside Aalto 
Yliopisto Metro-
station

4 0 0 0 0 4

16.09.2021 Kaisaniemi Bo-
tanic Garden

1 0 0 0 0 1
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cig. butts various 
locations (1m/s)
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 In addition, I checked a few other areas for a reference point on butt littering, this is by 
no means evidence but possibly an indicator of where butts are littered most frequently. Out-
side the Aalto University Metro Station I counted four butts per square metre, in Slåttmossen 
Nature Reserve I counted three, and at Kaisaniemi Botanic Garden after scouring the entire 
exterior garden I was able to find only one butt. I asked the gardener whether they often get 
butts littered in the garden and he said it is very rare. Although one must understand that 
cleaning has a lot to do with these numbers, I would say that it indicates some amount of dis-
respect for the bog space, or at least carelessness.



CYNTHIA BLANCHETTE
VICCA MA THESIS 2021

AALTO UNIVERSITY

66

BOG TE XTILE E XPERIMENT

APPENDIX E

This experiment was ceased due to 
concern that I was not being respect-
ful to the bog but it did work in the 
context that the moss was filling the 
double weave textiles with spores. I 
created the textiles from digital mi-
croscopic images of bog water, which 
were then hand woven in the weaving 
workshop at Aalto University.
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BOG EYE 
MUD SAMPLE 1

Slåttmossen Nature Reserve SITE 1 2.05.21 

Warp:
CO, Nm 75/2
Sett: 36 ends/cm

Weft:
prototype A: raw 100%  LI
prototype B: orangeWO/Poly mix

Pick density: ?/cm

Finishing: hand wash

Notes: woven very loosely to 
enhance moss rooting

APPENDIX E
BOG IMMUNIT Y WE AVE
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BOG IMMUNIT Y WE AVE

Slåttmossen Nature Reserve SITE 1 2.05.21 

Warp:
CO, Nm 75/2
Sett: 36 ends/cm

Weft:
100% LI

Pick density: ? picks/cm

Finishing: hand wash

BOG EYE 
MUD SAMPLE 2

APPENDIX E C ONT.
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Slåttmossen Nature Reserve SITE 2 15.06.21 

Warp:
CO, Nm 75/2
Sett: 36 ends/cm

Weft: 
Prototype 1: 100 % CO
Prototype 2: 100 % LI
Prototype 3: wool, mixed poly

Pick density: 20 picks/cm

Finishing: hand wash

DESIGN #1 DESIGN  #3

DESIGN  #2

BOG EYE 
MUD SAMPLE 3

BOG IMMUNIT Y WE AVE

APPENDIX E C ONT.



APPENDIX F

 Simply, I was working on the bog and 
as with anything, I wanted a better outfit and 
tools! So that is what I did, I made a better out-
fit from scratch. I designed the double weave 
fabric from a microscopic image of human 
neutrophil cells, a symbol of the natural safety 
system designed into our bodies. It was also 
my desire for the uniform to appear boggy and 
swampy (camouflaged) therefore after several 
tests I had a shrinking double weave textile of 
linen, cotton and baktron (for shrinkage). The 
textile shrinks by approximately seventy per-
cent when treated in hot water, making the 
double weave extra bulky and thick. It is a de-
lightfully elegant and swampy fabric. 
 One thing I was considering while de-
signing this uniform is “could I dress more 
respectfully at the bog?, to not be so invasive 
with my wears.” I find outdoor wear very con-
fining and abrasive to the environment. Pos-
sibly wearing soft and spongy clothes, not to 
“become bog” but rather to fit in with the en-
vironment I was visiting as a human. Instead 
of controlling the bog environment, I could 
allow it to influence me. There is an intended 
push and pull in the uniform, as to whether it is 
conforming or camouflaging. In addition, is the 
wearer of a uniform being controlled or con-
trolling? How does what we wear influence our 
feeling of power? To wear a uniform is to as-
similate and become uniform, yet what role do 
uniforms play in straying? To dress differently 
is  a form of  “straying”. 

I do not wish to overexplain the purposes of 
these wears and tools, it is my preference that 
the viewer is given this to their own unique 
imaginations but here are a few areas that di-
rect my practice.

USE: 
 I promote the concept of the “in use” 
paradigm (Ugwuanyi, 2020, p.365) in this 
work, it is not to be a static artifact but rather 
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UNIFORM
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it should become animate in practice. It can 
be without purpose or be entirely useless but 
it must retain its ability to be used.

TOOLS AND SYSTEMS:
 Both tool and system use affect the 
brain’s perception of the body. The size and 
position we hold in space shifts with the use 
of tools. Tools are for creating and by creating 
new tools for making unknown jobs there may 
be space to change not only our perceived 
multisensory body perception but also the 
work and objects created in the world. 

FAILURES AND MISTAKES:
 The failure to create perfection by way 
of allowing for mistakes to happen through in-
tention or lack of skill. Permitting the materials 
to also have autonomy in the making; rather 
than forcing materials. I tend to plan one step 
at a time, which inevitably brings a problem 
that will be the the next step to resolve in 
working towards my wished outcome. It is a 
very stray way of working, dealing with obsta-
cles as they arise without a strong plan made 
in advance. Yet, this process leaves the final 
outcome open to unexpected results. In addi-
tion the wearable should affect me, whether 
that be in movement or sensorially. This way 
of working causes frustration but also humour 
in the work. With failure there are good laughs 
to be had, perfection is a very serious busi-
ness. For myself capitalist perfection could 
bore me to death and suck from me my final 
creative breath.

MAKING BY HAND/MACHINE:
 I romanticize the idea of making ev-
erything that I need in life. I believe that this 
as an art form could be a way of straying from 
capitalism as an artist. Making is what I love, 
but in a time when the world is overcome with 
products and waste, what to do?  
 This has been a process of both mak-

ing by hand and by machine, the imperfec-
tion of my human hand work appears in the 
work, as well as the imperfections of my old 
Happy sewing machine, and the industrial 
jacquard loom. My learning process  should 
show through in the work. It is my position 
that these types of imperfections build an-
other story, a story of the maker. Perfect ob-
jects lack character, and promote throw away 
culture. If something is not perfect in the be-
ginning the repairability is more accessible, 
adding new imperfections and narratives to 
the object, building a stronger chronicle, and 
consequently increasing the social value of 
the work over time. It is craft work that has 
been repaired or made by less skilled crafters 
that most interests me. I have a fascination 
with the strange and imperfect choices made 
by the creators. Morocco has an incredibly 
inspiring repair culture.

Drawing of my plan made half way 
through the process of creating it.
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UNIFORM
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HUMAN IMMUNIT Y WE AVE

NEUTROPHIL 

Warp:
CO, Nm 75/2
Sett: 40 ends/cm

Weft:
Feeder a: Beige 1300 Bak-
tron 90% PA, 
                10% Lycra, Nm 53, 
7/1
Feeder b: Green Filitalia SRL 
100% LI,
                 Nm 1/30,

Pick density: 24 picks/cm
Pick sequence: 1, 2
Finishing: hand wash
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NOSE PLUGSE AR PLUGS

SILIC ONE UNDERWE AR

The earplugs were a collaborative project with 
Lea Klein, completed during the Nordic Biomate-
rials with CHEMARTS course.
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BAG HARNE SS
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C OVER ALLS
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HELMET
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